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SUMMARY:
A study of the Amargosa vole (Microtus californicus seirpensis) was undertaken
from April 17 to 23, 1977, in the Shoshone Tecopa area, Inyo County. In 382
trap nights, five voles were caught , all in the Tecopa Tecopa Hot Springs area.
These animals were mainly live trapped in tule (Scirpus olneyi) marshes formed
by water from springs. Due to the character of the habitat, the voles did not
form runway systems which could be used to determine population density.
Further field work will be carried out in October 1977
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BACKGROUND:
The Amargosa vole, thought to be extinct since about 1917 (Kellogg 1918) recently
has been found to be extant (Sayre 1973) This species was collected along the
Amargosa River in 1937 (Allen 19 *2) near Tecopa but apparently many authorities
have chosen to ignore this reference or were ignorant of it. Nevertheless, this
vole appears to be rare and its habitat limited to a few tule marshes in a desert
environment. These marshes are subject to possible natural destruction and
human encroachment in the Tecopa Tecopa Hot Springs area. Ho previous studies
of its distribution or abundance have been made.
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OBJECTIVES:
Objectives of the Amargosa Vole Study are: (l) to determine the current
distribution and abundance of this vole; (2 ) to determine its habitat requirements; and ( 3) to recommend measures for its protection and management.

PROCEDURES:
Reconnaissance of possible vole habitat as described ( Bailey 1900) was made of
the Amargosa River from the California-Nevada border downstream to the Amargosa
Canyon south of Tecopa and in the Fort Baker-Soda Lake area. Traps were set in
marsh habitat where tules were present at one site in the Fort Baker-Soda Lake
area, one site near Shoshone, and at 12 sites in the Tecopa-Tecopa Hot Springs
area ( Figure l).

