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INTRODUCTION

raxonomy: Seven subspecies of western spotted skunk (Spilogale gracilis) are
recognized by Grinnell, Dixon and Linsdale (1937) for California. The California
spotted skunk (S. g. phenax) ranges throughout most of the state west of the
Sierra Nevada crest, north from Kern to southern Humboldt, Trinity, and Siskiyou
counties. The San Diego spotted skunk (£. 5. microrhina) occurs in the Sierra
Nevada Mountains of southwest California. The Channel Islands spotted skunk
(S. g. amphialus) can be found on Santa Rosa and Santa Cruz Islands. The extreme
northwest corner of the state is the locale of the Oregon spotted skunk (S. g.
latifrons). The Great Basin spotted skunk (S. g. saxatilis) may be found in the
Great Basin portion of the state east of the Sierra Nevada crest, from near the
California-Oregon border south to the vicinity of Lake Tahoe. The Inyo and
Panamint mountains and Owens Valley in Inyo County form the range of the Grand
Canyon spotted skunk (S. g. gracilis). Finally, the Arizona spotted skunk (S. g.
arizonae) may be found in the Colorado River Valley, in the extreme southeast
corner of the state.
Legal Status: The spotted skunk is a nongame mammal. This category includes
any mammal in California that is not a game mammal, fully protected mammal, or
a furbearing mammal. Spotted skunks may be taken year round. There is no bag
or possession limit.

NATURAL HISTORY

Habitat: Spotted skunks are found in a diversity of habitats. These include
rocky outcrops, chapparal, brushy or sparsely wooded areas along streams, prairies,
pine-oak forests and farmyard areas (Hall and Kelson 1959» Burt and Grossenheider
1976, Baker and Baker 1975). Spotted skunks do not enter flats and fields as their
striped relatives (Mephitis mephitis) frequently do (Grinnell et al. 1937).
Denning areas may be located beneath buildings, in natural rock cavities, log
hollows or stumps, or quite often the deserved burrow of other animals such as
ground squirrels or woodrats (Grinnell et al. 1937, Burt and Grossenheider 1976,
Seton 1937, Crabb 191*8).
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