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State: California

Project Title: Nongame Wildlife InvestigationsW-54-R-12Project Number:

Job Title: Winter Sandhill Crane InventoryIII - 3.0Job Number:

Job Type: Survey and InventoryJuly 1, 1979 - June 30, 1980Period Covered:

SUMMARY:

During December 3 to 13, 1979, age ratio counts were made of Greater Sandhill Cranes
(Grus canadensis tabida)wintering in the Central Valley. Samples of 1,778 cranes in the
Thornton area and 663 near the Gray Lodge Wildlife area resulted in age ratios of 6.6 and
7.8 percent immature cranes respectively. Due to small sample sizes, no age ratio counts
were made of Lesser Sandhill Cranes(G..c^ canadensis). Wintering population estimates
were about 3,000 birds in the Thornton area(this includes both Greater and Lesser Sand-
hill Cranes). Near Gray Lodge, about 600 Greater Sandhill Cranes and 50 Lesser Sandhill
Cranes were counted in mid-December.

BACKGROUND:

During the past decade, the Department has made counts of Greater Sandhill Cranes on
oreeding grounds during waterfowl census. No special effort had been made previously by
the Department to conduct age. ratio counts in the areas surveyed during December 1979.
However, there has been considerable work conducted in this area by C.D. Littlefield, U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service Crane Biologist, during the past decade. The counts done in 1979
were initiated as part of an effort involving several state and federal agencies aimed at
improving research and management programs concerning Sandhill Cranes. To accomplish this,
a multi-agency task force under the sponsorship of the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service has
developed a number of species management plans.

OBJECTIVES:

The objectives of this survey were to determine the recruitment rate of young Greater
Sandhill Cranes into the population wintering in California and to ascertain whether this
rate was adequate to maintain a stable population. In addition, some estimates of the
number of Sandhill Cranes wintering in two important regions of the Central Valley were
made and assessments were made as to the continued viability of these areas as wintering
habitat for Sandhill Cranes.

PROCEDURES:

The Department has participated in the formulation of a Pacific Flyway Management Plan
for the Central Valley and the Colorado River Valley populations of Greater Sandhill
Cranes and Lesser Sandhill Cranes. The Department assumes several management respon-
sibilities for research and population surveys. Age ratio counts were identified in
the plan as a high priority item to increase our knowledge on the status of the species.






