
Oi\ \G

02-13
JOB PROGRESS REPORT

State: California

Project Title: Nongame Wildlife Ir.vestigations
Owl Nest Territory Monitoring

Project Number: W-54-R-13

Job Title: ProgramIT-3Job Number:

Period Covered: July 1, 1980 - June 30, 1981 Job Type: Survey and Inventory

SUMMARY:

A survey of the major stronghold of Elf Owls in the area north of Needles
resulted in an estimate of five pairs. This is the same population size as
estimated in 1979 but below the ten pairs estimated in 1978. No other Elf Owls
were found at other sites checked in southern California.

Three pairs of Great Gray Owls were found and followed on the Stanislaus National
Forest, Tuolumne County. The males of each pair were radio-tagged and information
on home range, habitat utilization and requirements, food habits end hunting
behavior was gathered.

During the report period 139 new Spotted Owl territories were reported and entered
into Department files which now contain records of 625 territories in 40 counties.
One hundred and seven of the new sites came from western Siskiycu County and notable
expansions in our knowledge of the Spotted Owl * s range came froir. the south Warner
Mountains, southeastern Modoc County, Burney Mountain, eastern Shasta County,
and near Mammoth Mountain, southwestern Mono County. Spotted Owl s were still
present at 74% of 58 territories reported rechecked during the report period.
The U. S. Forest Service is in the process of long-term planning for the preser-
vation of Spotted Owls throughout the California region.

BACKGROUND:

The understudied nature of owls in California has been best demonstrated at the
1979 National Audubon Society symposium "Owls of the West” and in the Department's
draft publication "Bird Species of Special Concern in California.” At the
symposium it was obvious that recent studies on owls in California consisted of
single studies each on Barn Owls, Burrowing Owls, Flammulated Owls;, and Elf
Owls and a small number of studies done on Spotted Owls. The purpose of the
Department's special concern list was to draw attention to those sipecies whose
status was unknown and whose populations may be in trouble. Of the 13 species
of owls found in California, 6 species are on this list. Two species, the
Elf Owl and the Great Gray Owl, have since been removed from the concern list
and added to the list of rare and endangered species of California. Of the
remaining seven species, one is an irregular winter visitor, the status of three
is virtually unknown, and the status of another in part of California is in
doubt.

Most recent work on owls in California stems from concerns of the effects of
forest alteration on habitat. Gould (1973, 1974) identified this problem
with Spotted Owls as well as providing a cursory inventory of statewide populations
of this species and a method for inventory. Using the draft of the "Bird
Species of Special Concern in California" as a guide, the Department surveyed
Elf Owl populations in 1978(Cardiff 1978)and along with Winter 1 ?; (1979)
suggestion initiated work on Great Gray Owls (see W-54-R-12, Job TI-9)in 1979.


















