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Licensed Fur Trappers and Dealers Report
1981-1982

A total of 3,686 trapping licenses were sold during the 1981-82 trapping season.
This is an increase of ±5% from the 3,201 licenses sold for the 1980-81 season.
This is the third consecutive season since the 1920 *s, when license sales varied
between 2,500 and 5,200, that more than 3,000 licenses were sold in a single
season.
Legislation enacted in 197^ requires that every person who takes furbearing or
nongame mammals for profit to purchase a trapping license. The fees are:
$10 - adult, $5 - juvenile, and $25 - nonresident.

1980-81 1981-82
Licensees Who Reported
Trapping Effort 1,87k 1,905

Licensees Who Reported But
Did Not Trap or Were Unsuccessful 719 773

608 1,008Licensees Not Reporting

3,686Total Licenses Sold 3,201

Revenue received by trappers from the sale of furs during the 1981-82 season,
based on average prices paid by fur buyers, was $1,920,685.29. This was the
first season since 1977-78 that the reported fur revenue did not exceed
$2,000,000.00. This is also a 16% decrease in revenue from the 1980-81 trapping
season, when a total of $2,295,533.06 in revenue was received by trappers. The
average income per trapper decreased 18,2 from $1,22^.9^ in 1980-81 to $1,008.23
in 1981-82.
Each year a portion of the fur harvest is reported as unsold. During the 198l-82 season 12% were unsold, compared to 9% unsold during the 1980-81 season.
Unsold pelts still have value, and for the purpose of this report they have the
same monetary value as marketed pelts. Therefore, the estimated value of the
1981-82 fur harvest was $2,135,500.11, a decrease of 15% from the $2,501,270.66
of the ].980-81 season.

Bobcats, for the sixth consecutive year, were the most economically important
animals providing fur. Although 9,337 export tags were sold for bobcats taken
during the 1981-82 season in a program requiring tags for sale or shipment of
bobcat furs, holders of trapping licenses only reported the take of 8,327.
is a 5% decrease from the reported take of 8,782 during the 1980-81
average price paid per bobcat pelt was $llU.53, a 10% decrease from the
price of $127.8h paid during the 1980-81
cat pelts, as well as the decrease in take, resulted in a 18% decrease in the
overall value of bobcat pelts during the 1981-82 season.
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