Timing and methodology of Golden Eagle
occupancy surveys: implications for NEPA
review
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Nesting Phenology:
20151 2018

Southern Great Basin (n = 4( Northern Great Basin* (n = 4¢

mean range mean range
Incubation 18 Feb 27 Jamgl12Mar 21 Feb 5 Febg23Mar
Hatching 3 Apr 12 Marg 25 Apr 6 Apr 21 Mar¢ 6 May
Fledging 10 Jun 20 May¢ 3 Jul 14 Jun 21 Mayc 14 Jul

* With assistance from Wildlife Resource Consultants LLC: 20167 18

Dates estimated backdating from nestlings (Driscoll 2010), and using 45 days for
iIncubation and 70 days until fledging.




Nesting Phenology
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Y Pooled mean estimated laying, hatching, and fledging dates




Nesting Phenology and
Bighorn Sheep Lambs

*

Jan Feb Mar Apr May Jun Jul

Y Pooled mean estimated laying, hatching, and fledging dates

Sensitive lambing seasons based primarily on NDOW Game Biologist expert opinion




Occupancy Study Areas

A Initiated study in primary
study area in 2014 (15
territories)

A Secondary study areas
Investigated in 2015 and
2018 (28 territories)

A Ground surveys conducted
during courtship breeding
stage (December 1 January)

A Surveys assessed territory
occupancy:
A Adults at nest/nest cliff

A Courtship/territorial defense
A Nest building/maintenance




Study Sites




