
Cannabis Cultivation Permitting 



www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Cannabis

aŀƴŀƎŜ /ŀƭƛŦƻǊƴƛŀΩǎ ŘƛǾŜǊǎŜ ŦƛǎƘΣ ǿƛƭŘƭƛŦŜΣ ŀƴŘ Ǉƭŀƴǘ ǊŜǎƻǳǊŎŜǎΣ ŀƴŘ ǘƘŜ Ƙŀōƛǘŀǘǎ 
upon which they depend, for the ecological values, and for their use and 
enjoyment by the public.

CDFW Mission
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Fish and Game Code section 1602

You must notify CDFW before beginning any activity that may:

ÁSubstantially divert or obstruct the natural flow of anyriver, stream, or lake;

ÁSubstantially change or use any material from the bed, channel, or bank of anyriver, 
stream, or lake; or

ÁDeposit debris, waste, or other materials containing crumbled, flaked, or ground pavement 
where it may pass into anyriver, stream, or lake.

bƻǘƛŦȅ /5C² ōŜŦƻǊŜΧ
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Perennial Streams: Flow year-round  

Ephemeral Streams: Flow seasonally and are dry for periods of time

Episodic Streams: Flow in response to precipitation events and are dry for periods of time. 

Any River, Stream, or Lake?
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All CDFA applications must include:

A. Final Lake or Streambed Alteration (LSA)    
!ƎǊŜŜƳŜƴǘΣ ΧΦƻǊ 

B. Written verification that an LSA Agreement is not 
required

California Department of Food & Agriculture (CDFA) 
Annual License Application Requirement
CDFA Proposed Permanent Regulations § 8102, subdivision (w)
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CDFW determines the activity may 
substantially adversely affect existing fish 
or wildlife resources

When is an LSA Agreement Required?
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ÅWater Diversions & Impoundments (e.g., pondsand
dams)

ÅStream Crossings (e.g., bridges and culverts)

ÅBank Stabilization/Armoring

ÅChannel or Lakebed Modifications

ÅRiparian Vegetation Management

ÅIn-Channel Maintenance

Example Activities That May Require an Agreement
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How Do I Get an LSA Agreement or Verification One is Not 
Required?



www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Cannabis/Permitting

How Do I Get an LSA Agreement or Verification One is Not 
Required?(2)



https://epims.wildlife.ca.gov/index.do

Environmental Permit Information 

Management System (EPIMS)

Register Online!

https://epims.wildlife.ca.gov/index.do


EPIMS: Permitting Pathways
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Å Provide property location, project description, 
water source, project maps

Å Answer a few questions about your project
ς Infrastructure
ς Construction
ς Water source

Å CDFW determines: 
ς Project qualifies = written verification that an LSA Agreement is not necessary
ς Project does not qualify = notify for an LSA Agreement

Å No fee required

Self-Certification



This message will appear if your project
is not Eligible for Self-Certification

Self-Certification (2)
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ÅOnly for stream crossings (bridge, culvert, or rock 
ford) or water diversions on non-finfish streams or 
lakes

ÅPre-written agreement

ÅCEQA exempt

ÅMust comply with terms & conditions

ÅTerm of 5 years

Read the General Agreement 
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Cannabis/Permitting

General Agreement

https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Cannabis/Permitting
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Provide: 

ÅProject location, description, water source, etc.

ÅBiological Resources Assessment 

ÅDesign Plans (if applicable)

ÅProperty Diagram

* Fees vary by project cost. Fee schedule is online

General Agreement(2)
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Provide information: 

ÅProject location, description, water source, etc.

ÅDetailed maps (aerial, plot maps, driving maps)

ÅWater sources

ÅBased on project and site-specific conditions

ÅApplicant works with CDFW to avoid or 
minimize project impacts

Standard Agreement


