Item No. 5
STAFF SUMMARY FOR JUNE 24-25, 2020

5. 150TH ANNIVERSARY

Today’s Item Information Action O

Discuss the 150" anniversary of the California Fish and Game Commission.
Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A)
Background

FGC and DFW turned 150 years old this year! Legislation establishing the Board of Fish
Commissioners—the precursor to both FGC and DFW— was signed into law on Apr 2, 1870,
just twenty years after California entered statehood. As the first wildlife conservation agency in
the United States, predating even the U.S. Commission of Fish and Fisheries, the Board of
Fish Commissioners was tasked with restoring and preserving the fish in California waters.

The first board was composed of three fish commissioners who received no compensation, but
were responsible for the expenditure of up to $5,000 appropriated by the legislature for an
operating budget. One of the early decisions made by the board was to appoint two full-time
wardens, one for Lake Tahoe and another for San Francisco Bay, who worked without pay but
were compensated for their expenses.

Fast forward to 1909 when the board was renamed the California Fish and Game Commission
and was responsible for four offices (San Francisco, Sacramento, Fresno and Los Angeles),
seven hatcheries, and about 120 staff. A 1915 educational booklet (Exhibit 2) states that the
commission was entirely self-supporting, with the cost of the hatcheries borne entirely by market
and leisure fishermen (now known as commercial and recreational fishermen, respectively). The
commission took pride in the fact that “...not one cent is contributed by the taxpayer through
legislative appropriation.”

In 1926, FGC reorganized itself to focus more broadly on general policy issues and transferred
numerous administrative responsibilities to a new division called “Fish and Game.” Activities like
enforcement, fish culturing and managing commercial fisheries were part of the transfer. By
1951, the division had become the California Department of Fish and Game. In the meantime,
FGC had expanded to five members in 1937, received greater autonomy for individual
commissioners as appointees through a 1940 constitutional amendment, and was delegated
authority by the legislature in 1945 to promulgate regulations for sport fishing and hunting.

Many more details about the 150-year history of FGC and DFW are featured in the Mar-Apr
2020 issue of Outdoor California (a print copy was sent by mail to commissioners; the cover is
presented in Exhibit 1). During the next several FGC meetings, staff will highlight some of the
history and share tidbits of reports and stories from over the years.

While a number of activities were to be scheduled throughout the year beginning in Apr 2020,
the COVID-19 epidemic quickly changed our plans. Much of the initial preparations begun last
fall to commemorate FGC’s sesquicentennial, have had to be set aside; with a reduced
workforce and additional COVID-related responsibilities, the sesquicentennial is a bit more
muted and reflective.
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Some of the things we are still planning for the recognition is a new logo that was designed on
our behalf by DFW’s outreach and media team (see the cover of this meeting binder), a slightly
revised tagline for use with the logo (Celebrating 150 years of wildlife heritage and
conservation!), various features and special columns in Outdoor California, and a video that
was prepared by DFW’s outreach and media team that includes a collection of historical public
photos (Exhibit 3). We may even enjoy a storyteller or two at an upcoming meeting!

Significant Public Comments (N/A)
Recommendation (N/A)

Exhibits

1. Mar-Apr 2020 cover for Outdoor California

2. Conservation Through Education, undated booklet published by the California Fish
and Game Commission c. 1915

3. https://lyoutu.be/Gcerp-9fTvH4

Motion/Direction (N/A)
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The State Fish and Game Commis-
sion 1s entirely self-supporting, receiving
its annual revenue of about $300,000
from the sale of hunting and fishing
licenses and from fines collected from
violators of the laws. The Commission
has four business offices and about 120
employees. Realizing the necessity of
giving important duties into the care of
competent assistants, the Commission
employs only highly trained, energetic
and conscientious wardens. Every de-
partment of the Commission is under the
strictedt of civil service contrel.

For further information relative to fish
and game in California or to the work
of the Fish and Game Commission in-
quire of any of its officers or at the offices
at San Francisco, los Angeles, Sacra-

mento or Fresne.
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