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F i sher ies  Restorat ion
Grant  P rogram 2022 
Proposa l  So l ic i tat ion

Not ice 

F requent ly  Asked Quest ions

Updated February 2022 

Have there been any updates  s ince last  year ’s  PSN? 

Yes,  37 updates made f rom the 2021 PSN,  most  of  which were 
c lar i fy ing ex i s t ing requ irements .  Be low i s  a l i s t  of  more s ign i f icant 
changes  to the PSN and Guide l ines .  

• Pr ior i ty 2 -  Watershed-scale P lann ing (PL)  and Ef fect iveness
Moni tor ing (MO) are inc luded as e l ig ib le project types for  the 2022
PSN.

• PD project types have been c lar i f ied to inc lude const ruct ion- ready
plans to be e l ig ib le  for  Pr io r i ty 1 funding.

• TE  projects  are now requi red to submit  a S tatus  Report  in the i r
appl icat ion (see def in i t ion in Par t  V) .

• MO Required Informat ion was updated.

• Scor ing t iebreakers  were inc luded in the Guide l ines.

• Sa lmonids ident i f ied in NOAA Species  in the Spot l ight w i l l  be
pr ior i t i zed w i th  pos i t ive scor ing points  ( see Par t  I I  o f  the
guide l ines) .

• Companion pro jects  ( i .e. ,  la rge projects  w i th two Pro ject Types)
were c lar i f ied.
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•  There are f i le  type requi rements  for  photos (JPEG),  Project Locat ion 
Topographic Map (JPEG),  and Appendix  E:  Permit  Requi rements  
(exce l)  

•  As requested by the FRGP Peer  Rev iew Commit tee,  i t  i s  requ i red to 
document in formal  t r iba l  consu l tat ion and col laborat ion effor ts  in 
the appl icat ion (see Par t  I I  o f  the Guide l ines) .   

•  Clar i f ied the F i sh Screen (SC) pro ject types  are not covered by 
FRGP Programmat ic 404 Permit .   

 

What is  p rocess-based restorat ion? 

Process-based res torat ion a ims to re-es tab l i sh the phys ica l ,  chemical ,  
and b io log ica l  processes  that  sus ta in ecosys tems (Beechie  et  a l .  2010) .  
Examples  of  processes  inc lude eros ion and sediment t ranspor t ,  s torage 
and rout ing of  water ,  p lant growth and success ional  p rocesses ,  input  
of  nutr ients  and thermal  energy,  and nut r ient cyc l ing in  the aquat ic  
food web.  Process-based res torat ion,  then,  focuses on cor rect ing 
anthropogenic  d i s rupt ions  to these processes ,  such that  the r iver-
f loodpla in ecosystem progresses  a long a recovery  t ra jectory w i th 
min imal  cor rect ive intervent ion (Sear  1994,  Wohl  et  a l .  2005).  Four  
process-based pr inc ip les  ensure that  ecosys tem res torat ion w i l l  be 
gu ided toward susta inable act ions:  (1)  res torat ion act ions shou ld 
address  the root causes of  degradat ion,  (2)  act ions  must  be cons i s tent 
w i th the phys ica l  and b io log ica l  potent ia l  of  the s i te,  (3)  act ions  
shou ld be at a scale  commensurate w i th env i ronmental  prob lems,  and 
(4)  act ions  shou ld have c lear ly ar t icu lated expected outcomes for  
ecosys tem dynamics (Beechie et  a l .  2010).  Apply ing these pr inc ip les  
w i l l  he lp avoid common p i t fa l l s  in  res torat ion,  such as c reat ing habi tat 
types that  are outs ide of  a s i te ' s  natura l  potent ia l ,  at tempt ing to bu i ld 
s tat ic  habi tats  in dynamic env i ronments ,  or  const ruct ing habi tat  
features  that  are u l t imate ly  overwhelmed by uncons idered system 
dr ivers .  Such act ions res tore r iver  dynamics and natura l  var iat ion in 
habi tat condi t ions ,  which are inherent ly  more sus ta inable and res i l ient  
than engineered channels  or  habi tats .  
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Do I  need to submit  a separate MO proposal  to complete pro ject  type 
requi red moni tor ing? 

No. Only  proposa ls  w ish ing to “determine i f  res torat ion t reatment and 
features  have produced the des i red habi tat response and/or  phys ica l  
watershed processes”  need to submit  a separate MO proposa l .  
P ro jects  carry ing out  moni tor ing requ i red in  the Pro ject  Type 
Requirements  do not  need a separate MO proposa l .  

Can I  submit  paper  copies of  my appl icat ion by mai l  o r  br ing i t  to your  
o f f ice?  

No. A l l  appl icat ions ,  inc lud ing attachments ,  must  be submit ted on l ine 
at  the CDFW WebGrants  webs i te.   

Can CDFW suggest  project  partners  that  can help develop a pro ject  
fo r  an appl icant? 

Due to the compet i t ive nature of  the so l ic i tat ion,  CDFW i s  unable to 
of fer  project development  gu idance to appl icants  whi le  the 
so l ic i tat ion i s  open.  

Can I  copy and resubmit  my appl icat ion f rom last  year under  the 
cur rent  2022 So l ic i tat ion? 

https://www.fs.fed.us/rm/pubs_other/rmrs_2010_beechie_t001.pdf
https://watershedgrants.wildlife.ca.gov/
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Yes.  However ,  there have been some updates to the appl icat ion f rom 
las t  year ’s  PSN.  Be prepared to rev iew every form and add or  update 
in format ion as  needed.  A l so note that  the Budget  forms w i l l  not  be 
copied over .  I t  i s  your  respons ib i l i ty  to  ensure that your  appl icat ion i s  
complete and accurate.  

As an el ig ible appl icant ,  can I  submit  more than one proposal  in 
response to the Sol ic i tat ion? 

Yes.  The program wi l l  eva luate each submit ted proposa l  
independent ly  and on i ts  ind iv idual  mer i t .  

I  want  to submit  a proposal  appl icat ion with more than one P ro ject  
Type.  Is  th is  a l lowable?   

Yes.  However ,  an appl icant must  ident i fy  in the appl icat ion the one 
project type that best  descr ibes the proposed pro ject .  The appl icat ion 
w i l l  be rev iewed and scored on the ident i f ied project type.  I f  more 
than one project type i s  incorporated into a proposa l  a l l  appl icable 
Guide l ine documents  and in format ion must  be prov ided.   

Wil l  a pro ject  requi red as mit igat ion or  other  compl iance obl igat ions  
be e l ig ib le  for  funding in th is  program? 

No. Funds cannot be used for  projects  requ i red to meet  env i ronmenta l  
mi t igat ion or  compl iance measures .   S imi lar ly ,  any project that i s  
under  an enforcement act ion by a regu latory  agency w i l l  not  be 
cons idered for  funding.  

Why is  my waterway and/or  watershed not  inc luded in the 2022  FRGP 
Focus Watershed Table?  How can I  get  the watershed added to  the 
table? 

I t  takes a  coord inated effor t  of  S tate and Federa l  agenc ies  to deve lop 
the FRGP Focus  Tab le and most ly  pr ior  to the So l ic i tat ion re lease.  
Suggest ions  on adding a waterway and/or  watershed into a future 
tab le  may be sent to the appropr iate recovery p lan coord inator  ( see 
contacts  in Appendix  B  of  the Guide l ines) .   
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Can I  use Habita t  Restorat ion and Enhancement Act  (HRE)  approval  in 
l ieu of  a  Lake and St reambed Alterat ion,  i f  my project  inc ludes 
dewater ing and f ish  exclus ion/re locat ion?   

Yes.  An appl icant may use HRE approval  for  a qual i f ied pro ject .  I f  
awarded funding,  the appl icant/grantee w i l l  a l so need to obta in  any 
addi t ional ly  requ i red permit s .   

I s  cos t  share or  match requi red for  me to apply to your  program? 

No. Ne i ther  cost  share nor  match is  requ ired.  However ,  the propor t ion 
of  cost  share/match re lat ive to the tota l  pro ject cost  i s  assessed points  
in  the scor ing cr i te r ia .  

What cr i te r ia are used to  score proposals? 

The cr i te r ia  used to score proposa ls  are in  Appendix C of  the 
Guide l ines.  

Can I  charge less  overhead in my budget  than a l lowed through my 
NICRA and use the uncla imed port ion as cost  share or  match?  

No. An appl icant  or  subcont ractor  that a l ready has a federa l ly  
Negot iated Ind i rect Cost  Rate Agreement  (NICRA) shou ld use the 
approved rate.  I f  the appl icant does not have a federa l ly  approved 
rate,  then the prevai l ing federa l  de min imis  rate (10%)  shou ld be used.  
I t  i s  the respons ib i l i ty  of  the appl icant  to comply w i th a l l  appl icable 
laws and regu lat ions  for  the i r  project.  

I s  i t  poss ib le  to increase the requested funding amount  af ter  proposal  
appl icat ion or  before,  dur ing,  or  af ter  the grant  execut ion? 

Due to the compet i t ive process ,  g rant  award i s  l imi ted to the amount 
requested in the proposa l .  CDFW is  unable to increase the requested 
funding amount.   
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I f  awarded a grant ,  a re sub-recipients/subcont ractors  requi red to 
fo l low the same ind i rect  ru les  as  the grantee? 

Yes.  A l l  rec ip ients  of  the grant fund inc lud ing sub-
rec ip ients/subcontractor s  must  fo l low the same federa l  un i form 
gu idance.  

Where can I  f ind more guidance on interpret ing the Federa l  Uni form 
Guidance?  

The Federa l  Un i form Guidance 2017 (2  CFR 200)  i s  ava i lab le on the 
E lectron ic Code of  Federa l  Regulat ions  webs i te.  Addi t ional  he lpfu l  
resources on 2 CFR 200 can be found in the Frequent ly  Asked 
Quest ions  prepared by the Off ice of  Management and Budget.  

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr200_main_02.tpl
https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr200_main_02.tpl
http://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=154859
http://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=154859
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