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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, AND SEASONALITY 

A common to abundant, yearlong resident of coastal California, the Central Valley, and
foothills of the Sierra Nevada. A summer resident on the Northeastern Plateau, and at higher 
elevations of the Sierra Nevada. Found rarely up to mixed conifer habitat in mountains in
spring and fall (Verner and Boss 1980). Casual and sporadic in interior southern lowlands in
winter (Garrett and Dunn 1981). Occurs in valley foothill hardwood and valley foothill
hardwood-conifer, valley foothill riparian, annual grassland, perennial grassland,
orchard-vineyard, cropland, pasture, and urban habitats. Absent from desert habitats. 

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS 

Feeding: Omnivorous. Eats nuts, seeds and grains, fruits, insects, bird eggs and
nestlings, carrion, small vertebrates, and garbage (Bent 1946). Gleans and probes on
ground. Insects are fed to young. In Kansas, 69% of annual diet was plant foods (Platt
1956). Ejects pellets. 

Cover: Large trees and shrubs in woodlands, groves, orchards, provide roosting, nesting,
and other cover. 

Reproduction: Nest is a large stick platform with an inner cup lined with mud and fine
vegetation. Typically placed in crotch of a tree 3 to 7.6 m (10-25 ft) above ground, range
0-30 m (0-100 ft). Nest sometimes placed in shrub, on ground, or on utility pole (Harrison 
1978). 

Water: Drinks freely (Airola 1980). 

Pattern: Sparse and open woodlands, riparian woodlands, orchards, and areas with tall 
trees in vicinity of pastures, grasslands, and croplands typify habitats.

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY 

Activity Patterns: Yearlong, diurnal activity. 

Seasonal Movements/Migration: Mostly resident yearlong. Summer breeders in 
northeastern corner of the state leave the area in winter. Very gregarious in winter. 

Home Range: In California, winter density reported as 2-10 per km² (5-25 per mi²)
(Emlen 1940). 

Territory: Emlen (1942) found an even spacing of 60 nests over 43.7 ha (108 ac) in a
walnut orchard in California, suggesting territoriality within a loose colony. Fitch (1958) found 
5 "distinct nesting areas" in an 81 ha (200 ac) woodland inhabited by about 20 adult crows. 



Reproduction: Pair nests in loose colony from March into July, with peak activity in May 
and June. Lays 2-8 eggs per clutch, average 4-5. Incubation lasts about 18 days. Altricial 
nestlings tended by both parents until fledging at about 35 days (Harrison 1978). 

Niche: Preys on bird eggs and nestlings. Often mobs large raptors and is mobbed by 
smaller passerines. 
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