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2. GENERAL PUBLIC COMMENT (DAY 1)

Today’s Item Information ☒ Action ☐ 

Receive public comment regarding topics within FGC authority that are not included on the 
agenda.  

Summary of Previous/Future Actions  

• Today receive requests, petitions, 
and comments 

Apr 20-21, 2022; Monterey/Trinidad

• Consider granting, denying, or 
referring 

Jun 15-16, 2022; Los Angeles/Orange 
County area

Background 

This item is to provide the public an opportunity to address FGC on topics not on the agenda. 
Staff may include written materials and comments received prior to the meeting as exhibits in 
the meeting binder (if received by the written comment deadline), or as supplemental 
comments at the meeting (if received by the supplemental comment deadline).  

General public comments are categorized into two types: (1) requests for non-regulatory action 
and (2) informational-only comments. Under the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act, FGC cannot 
discuss or take action on any matter not included on the agenda, other than to schedule issues 
raised by the public for consideration at future meetings. Thus, non-regulatory requests 
generally follow a two-meeting cycle (receipt and direction); FGC will determine the outcome of 
the non-regulatory requests received at today’s meeting at the next regularly-scheduled FGC 
meeting, following staff evaluation (currently Jun 15-16, 2022).  

Previously, petitions for regulation change were received under general public comment; 
however, they are now received under a separate agenda item, Regulation change petitions. 

Significant Public Comments 

1. New non-regulatory requests are summarized in Exhibit 1, and the original request is 
provided as exhibit 2.  

2. Informational comments are provided in exhibits 3 through 14 

Recommendation 

FGC staff:  Consider whether to add any future agenda items to address issues that are 
raised during public comment.  

Exhibits 

1. Summary of new non-regulatory requests received by April 7, 2022 at 5:00 PM 

2. Email from Jason, at AnimalHealthProfessionals.org, requesting that FGC include 
information on its website about animal and pet health protection from COVID-19, 
received Mar 3, 2022 
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3. Email from James Stone, Executive Director and President, Nor-Cal Guide and 
Sportsmen’s Association, clarifying previous public comments to FGC regarding 
NOAA data and fish escapement goals, received Feb 22, 2022 

4. Email from Eric Mills transmitting a link to a New York Times story on the origins of the 
COVID-19 outbreak, and criticizing DFW issuance of permits for non-native frogs and 
turtles for consumption, received Mar 1, 2022 

5. Email from Eric Mills transmitting an article on legislation in Oregon related to live 
animal markets, received Mar 2, 2022 

6. Memo from Siskiyou County Board of Supervisors transmitting Resolution No. 13-87, 
establishing a policy of no net increase in state and federal land ownership in Siskiyou 
County, received Mar 2, 2022 

7. Letter from Myrle Bowlby requesting that regulations booklets return to being printed 
physically rather than only published online, received Mar 2, 2022. 

8. Letter from Catherine Pautz urging prohibition of mylar balloons, received Mar 4, 2022 

9. Email from Volker Hoehne to the California Coastal Commission regarding health and 
safety risks posed by California sea lions at Point La Jolla, received Mar 10, 2022 

10. Email from Eric Mills sharing a submission made to the Tri-City Voice, with claims of 
disease and fungus found among market frogs and turtles, and stating DFW should 
stop issuing import permits, received Mar 11, 2022 

11. Email from Eric Mills transmitting a link to a story alleging killing of native wildlife by an 
unnamed federal program, received Mar 22, 2022. 

12. Letter from the Office of Governor Gavin Newsom to U.S. Secretary of Commerce Gina 
Raimondo, requesting that the secretary declare a fishery resource disaster for the 
California northern red sea urchin fishery, received Mar 22, 2022.  

13. Email from Lou Litrenta critiquing current regulations regarding the take of, and 
building development near, western Joshua tree, arguing that the provisions 
inadvertently incentivize removal of trees in situations where they otherwise may be 
kept in place, received Mar 30, 2022 

14. Email from Bill Winegar with various critiques of the state’s resource management, 
alleging that staff is fundamentally disconnected from the land and resources they are 
tasked with managing, received Apr 7, 2022 

Motion (N/A) 



CALIFORNIA FISH AND GAME COMMISSION

RECEIPT LIST FOR NON-REGULATORY REQUESTS RECEIVED BY 5:00 PM ON

APRIL 7, 2022 PUBLIC COMMENT DEADLINE FOR THIS MEETING

Name/Organization

of Requestor
Subject of Request

Short 

Description

FGC Receipt 

Scheduled

FGC Action 

Scheduled

Jason

Animal Health Professionals

Animal Health / FGC 

Website

Requests that FGC include information on its website about the 

risks posed to animals by COVID-19 and how to protect the 

health of animals and pets.

4/20-21/22 6/15-16/22



RE: Wednesday Inquiry

Jason@AnimalHealthProfessionals.org 
Fri 03/04/2022 12:07 PM
To: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov>

Hello and Happy TGIF to you,
 
If my request happens to be outside of your responsibility, I would sincerely appreciate if you would kindly forward this message to the appropriate
individual who can best expedite please.
 
Do you know any pet lovers or do you happen to be one?
 
The CDC, WHO, and FDA have released scien�fic data detailing how COVID-19 spreads between animals and humans. It's now reported animals have
contracted and died from COVID-19.
 
As an animal lover myself, I’m respec�ully asking you to add a web link to the COVID-19 Animal Health Safety resource (down below), so your web users
can get this informa�on and keep their pets safe from COVID-19.
 
Many agencies and organiza�ons across the country have already taken ac�on and added the COVID-19 Animal Health Safety web link to their website,
including the Hardee County Animal Control Center and the Susitna Valley Community Radio Sta�on. I’ve provided blue arrow screenshots below. 

Have you heard about the German shepherd named Buddy?
 



 
In mid-April, right before his seventh birthday, a German shepherd named Buddy began struggling to breathe. Six weeks later, he became the first dog in
the United States to be confirmed posi�ve for SARS-CoV-2, the coronavirus that causes COVID-19. On July 11, Buddy died. You can find this story on
Na�onal Geographic, right here:
na�onalgeographic.com/animals/ar�cle/first-dog-to-test-posi�ve-for-covid-in-us-dies#
 
Here is the COVID-19 Animal Safety resource web link which contains all of the key informa�on:
h�ps://petnewsdaily.com/covid-19-and-pet-health-safety/
 
Please find a relevant page on your website such as a resource page, news or blog page to add the web link. See screenshots and links below of other
par�cipa�ng agencies and organiza�ons.
 
Thank you for your par�cipa�on and I hope you make the most of your weekend ahead!
 
Sincerely – Jason
Animal Health Outreach Coordinator & Animal Lover
 
Susitna Valley Public Community Radio: h�ps://ktna.org/covid-19-resources/
 



 
 
Hardee County Animal Control: h�ps://www.hardeecounty.org/departments/animal-control
 



 
 
 

 



Public Comment Clarification Feb 17th Agenda Item #16

James Stone 
Tue 02/22/2022 11:17 AM
To: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov>

Dear California Fish and Game Commissioners, and to whom it may concern: 
 
In public comment at the Commission mee ng this past week I stated that we have missed our Sac Valley
escapement goals 11 out of the past 15 years.  I need to clarify and correct that statement, as updated
informa on has been brought to my a en on. 
 
It is NOT in dispute that we have missed escapement targets 9 of the past 15 years. 2007-2021. However, two
of the years I suggested we have missed escapement we actually missed the “NOAA Guidance” for what
escapement SHOULD be, but we were s ll above the 122,000 MINIMUM floor established for the escapement
range (122,000 to 180,000).  

NOAA Can offer guidance that suggest a higher river return rate would be beneficial in some years. For example
when NOAA recommended an escapement target of 142,900 fish (as they did in 2019), The minimum floor
escapement con nues to be 122,000. Therefore if we do not meet the NOAA guidance which we did not we are
not managing the Fishery to the recommenda ons from the federal agency or the PFMC Council, But we s ll
have technically met escapement if we hit 122,000 spawners and hatchery fish.
 
Therefore, my statement of 11 out of 15 is not technically correct.  I should have said 9 out of 15 we have
missed our minimum escapement floor, and 11 out of 15 we have missed the guidance established by NOAA
for the health of our inland fishery. 
 
Regardless, our management of the inland returns is failing this species, our ecosystem, and our inland and
ocean communi es.  That is indisputable.
 
Thank you for allowing me to clarify the record, and to those who took the me to reach out and educate me
further.  We should always be learning in this challenging environment so that we can communicate with the
same set of facts.
 
I have a ached a few charts from the Pacific Fishery Management Council documents for your records

Thank you. 

James Stone 
NCGASA Execu ve Director and President.





James Stone
President
NCGASA.org

Sent from my iPhone







COVID-19 & LIVE ANIMAL FOOD MARKETS

afa@mcn.org <afa@mcn.org>
Tue 03/01/2022 12:57 PM
To: Wildlife DIRECTOR <DIRECTOR@wildlife.ca.gov>;Office of the Secretary CNRA <secretary@resources.ca.gov>;FGC
<FGC@fgc.ca.gov>;Cornman, Ari

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2Finteractive%2F2022%2F02%2F26%2Fscience%2Fcovid-virus-
wuhan-
origins.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cfgc%40fgc.ca.gov%7Cf787afdee957488c1c1708d9fbc62637%7C4b
633c25efbf40069f1507442ba7aa0b%7C0%7C1%7C637817650751291304%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb
3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=
Av67McyI0LGMG2MkMxVX41aN7QiIqBL4%2F0nw9A58DTI%3D&amp;reserved=0 

And yet the DFW continues to issue import permits for non-native frogs and 
turtles for human consumption--the very definition of insanity. 

x 
Eric Mills, coordinator 
ACTION FOR ANIMALS 
Oakland 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.nytimes.com%2Finteractive%2F2022%2F02%2F26%2Fscience%2Fcovid-virus-wuhan-origins.html&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cfgc%40fgc.ca.gov%7Cf787afdee957488c1c1708d9fbc62637%7C4b633c25efbf40069f1507442ba7aa0b%7C0%7C1%7C637817650751291304%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&amp;sdata=Av67McyI0LGMG2MkMxVX41aN7QiIqBL4%2F0nw9A58DTI%3D&amp;reserved=0


[Fwd: OREGON - live animal food markets legislation]

afa@mcn.org <afa@mcn.org>
Wed 03/02/2022 12:37 PM
To: Office of the Secretary CNRA <secretary@resources.ca.gov>;Wildlife DIRECTOR <DIRECTOR@wildlife.ca.gov>;FGC
<FGC@fgc.ca.gov>;ari.corman

WARNING: This message is from an external source. Verify the sender and exercise caution when clicking
links or opening attachments. 

---------------------------- Original Message ---------------------------- 
Subject: OREGON - live animal food markets legislation 
From:    afa@mcn.org 
Date:    Wed, March 2, 2022 12:36 pm 
To:      afa@mcn.org 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.statesmanjournal.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2F2022%2F02%2F21%2Foregon-
legislature-approves-bill-ban-live-animal-markets-prevent-zoonotic-
diseases%2F6882981001%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cfgc%40fgc.ca.gov%7C6a926e4e37aa451d3db708
d9fc8c7bb9%7C4b633c25efbf40069f1507442ba7aa0b%7C0%7C1%7C637818502584144764%7CUnknow
n%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C
2000&amp;sdata=GVGt4zAmXHstUSRBCS9Mda9NliI%2FmpinVpmWz1NhL%2Bk%3D&amp;reserved=0 

FYI - 
x 
Eric Mills, coordinator 
ACTION FOR ANIMALS 
Oakland 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwww.statesmanjournal.com%2Fstory%2Fnews%2F2022%2F02%2F21%2Foregon-legislature-approves-bill-ban-live-animal-markets-prevent-zoonotic-diseases%2F6882981001%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cfgc%40fgc.ca.gov%7C6a926e4e37aa451d3db708d9fc8c7bb9%7C4b633c25efbf40069f1507442ba7aa0b%7C0%7C1%7C637818502584144764%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&amp;sdata=GVGt4zAmXHstUSRBCS9Mda9NliI%2FmpinVpmWz1NhL%2Bk%3D&amp;reserved=0
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Re: RE: Point La Jolla Follow up meeting with CCC- Application 6-22-0113

Hoehne, Volker 
Thu 03/10/2022 01:50 PM
To: Volker Hoehne ;Carney, Kaitlin ;Wayne Kotow

;Leslie, Kanani ;aleach07
;kurthoffman

;calla.allison
Cc: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov>

Kaitlin and Kanani,
thank you hearing our comments and concerns regarding CCC- Applica�on 6-22-0113. 
The fishing, and surfing communi�es are concerned by the proposed closure of point La Jolla against the
recommenda�on of the ci�es contracted biologist.  This will be the third closure to accommodate seals. 
(seal rock, childrens pool)  during the childrens pool closure,  commission promised not to close
addi�onal areas.    

1.  2021 Hannon report does not support closing point La Jolla (A�ached)
2.  Loss of ocean access to no-mans (historic access spot since 1933)
3.  Retain Sea wall architectural and historic characteris�cs. (remove graffi�, no signs, or railing)
4.  Sea lions in the cove=>Jolla community task force on California Sea Lions 2016 document

(A�ached)
5.  No Access => Cannot legally transit through adjacent MPA. (Conflic�ng state and city

regula�ons).  

Please work with Fish and Wildlife on resolu�on. 
Calla Allison 
Director, MPA Collabora�ve Network 
calla.alliso  
(858) 735-5945 

6.  No Safe access to boomer beach during closure.  Proposed trail not safe.
7.  Inter�dal zone at Point La Jolla. =>sea lion excrement,

 A 3000 lbs to 5000 lbs of sea lion sewage is  350 to 600 gallons of sewage per
day

8.  Ongoing  & year-round harassment by Seal Docents

 Blocked legal access during open period, Verbal and physical bulling 
  
We desire safe and peaceful access to the ocean. 

Volker Hoehne
Cell 619-994-4175
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INTRODUCTION 

Hanan & Associates observed California Sea Lion (CSL), made counts, and enumerated by age 

and sex at La Jolla Cove near San Diego, California, from March 11, 2015, to March 19, 2016 

(Hanan, 2016). We made these observations at all hours of the day and night. Since then, we 

have observed seals at Children's Pool and CSL around Point La Jolla on approximately a 

monthly basis. We have found that CSL haul out and occupy at least ten different areas in and 

around La Jolla Cove. They haul out year-round in locations heavily utilized by the La Jolla 

community, visitors, and tourists. CSL are occasionally aggressive towards swimmers, beach 

users, and people who interact closely with them (for petting, pictures, close observation, etc.). 

San Diego has been encouraged to close areas to public access around Point La Jolla during CSL 

pupping and breeding season by the Sierra Club. They presented this closure concept to SD Park 

and Recreation Department in a brief (Establishing Sea Lion Pupping Season Closure Dates at 

Pt. La Jolla/Boomer Beach Expert Statements Regarding Pupping & Breeding Season, Sierra 

Club San Diego Chapter, October 21, 2021). The reason for the suggested closure is assumed to 

be the protection of CSL, including pups, although not stated in the brief. The brief cites 

published papers and quotes experts defining the term "rookery" and why Pt. La Jolla/Boomer 

Beach should be considered a rookery. Perhaps this is true as they also report their counts of CSL 

live births at 50+ pups for 2020 and 2021 (with 50 pups or greater offered by National Marine 

Fisheries Service (NMFS) as a rookery). Hanan (2016) reports stillborn pups in 2015 and two 

live births as well as stillbirths during the spring of 2016. These accounts appear to be the first 

reports of CSL live births at this location. During our 2015-2016 observations, we observed CSL 

hauling out primarily in Area 6 (shelf area below restaurants). Since then, they have moved to 

haul out mainly in Area 1 (Boomers Beach).  

 

The Sierra Club brief concludes: "Pt. La Jolla/Boomer Beach meets the definition of a rookery as 

defined by NOAA. While being recognized by NOAA as a rookery, this designation doesn't 

provide additional protections beyond what is provided for in the Marine Mammal Protection 

Act. This unique rookery does however, warrant research, management and enforcement of the 

MMPA as it is the only rookery on California's west coast in an urban environment and draws 

significant tourism."  
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While we agree with several Sierra Club conclusions and cited evidence of what confirms a 

rookery, we caution that two years of unverified counts (53 live births each) are not sufficient to 

declare the area a rookery. CSL presence and pupping may be temporary, and they may abandon 

the location as quickly as they have occupied it.  

 

A significant phenomenon on the U.S. west coast is called ENSO (El Niño Southern Oscillation), 

when the Pacific Ocean cycles through periods of warm (El Niño, with low ecosystem 

productivity) or cold surface temperatures (La Niña, with upwelling of nutrient-rich water and 

high productivity) (Beaufort and Grelaud, 2017). ENSO is known to affect CSL population 

fluctuations and pup productivity (McClatchie et al. 2016). The model used by Lowry et al. 

(2017) indicated that female CSL during cold-water conditions (La Niña) produced more pups 

than during warm water conditions (El Niño).  Further, they state that fewer non-pups were 

present at southern California rookeries during warm-water conditions and more during cold-

water conditions.  

 

The Sierra Club recorded their counts during La Niña (cold) events (known periods of high 

nearshore Pacific Ocean productivity). Pup production and survivorship are known to wane 

during El Niños (warm, low ocean productivity, and lack of essential fish and squid for CSL 

forage). CSL, especially lactating female fitness/health, is reduced during El Niño episodes, and 

pup weight and survivorship decline (Lowry et al., 2017). "The population has come into balance 

with its environment," said co-author Sharon Melin, a research biologist at the Alaska Fisheries 

Science Center who has tracked sea lion numbers in Southern California's Channel Islands for 

years. "The marine environment is always changing, and their population is at a point where it 

responds very quickly to changes in the environment. When the California Current is not 

productive, they respond pretty fast and dramatically," Melin said. (NMFS News, 2018). 

 

Even if the La Jolla area is later verified to be a rookery, as the brief states, the "rookery" 

designation doesn't provide additional protection beyond that provided in the Marine Mammal 

Protection Act (MMPA). Further, the MMPA places all marine mammal management and 

enforcement with NMFS. No federal or State law requires the City to establish protected areas 
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for CSL or other marine mammals, although the State can apply to the Department of Commerce 

(NMFS) for management return to the State. There are stipulations: 1 stock must be at OSP, 2 

state must have an approved management plan that does not allow the stock to go below OSP. 

 

Hanan & Associates also prepared a Marine Coastal Mammal Plan in coordination with the City, 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife, and National Marine Fisheries Service, which the 

City mayor approved in 2017.  

California Sea Lion information from the San Diego Marine Coastal 
Mammal Plan: 
 
Distribution, Stock Structure, and Migration 

 
California sea lions (CSL) occupy nearshore areas from southern Mexico (including the 

Gulf of California) to Alaska and feed up to 300 miles offshore. They breed and birth their 

pups in spring and summer on western Baja California, the Gulf of California, and the 

offshore southern California islands (Carretta et al., 2021). Adult (up to 800 pounds) and 

subadult males migrate as far northward as Alaska after breeding season (May-July), while 

females (up to 250 pounds) and pups tend to stay near the rookeries or the nearshore central 

and southern mainland. CSL feed on squid and small schooling fish, including mackerel, 

anchovy, and sardine. They feed on larger fish when CSL depredate catch from sport and 

commercial fisheries (Hanan et al., 1989) and feed naturally on salmon adults and salmon 

smolt in riverine habitat (NMFS, 1997). 

 

CSL principally occupy the bluffs and sand beaches adjacent to La Jolla Cove in the La 

Jolla area. They rest in these areas as they travel along their migration routes, and some may 

be resident animals. La Jolla Cove mainland hauling sites are the first in recent history to be 

documented in San Diego County or along the southern California mainland. CSL occupy 

hauling sites at all the offshore islands of the southern California bight (SCB) (San 

Clemente, San Nicolas, Santa Barbara, Santa Catalina, Anacapa, Santa Cruz, Santa Rosa, 

and San Miquel), as well as many rocks and pinnacles both offshore and along the mainland. 

They also haul out in San Diego Bay and Mission Bay on the bait receivers, buoys, docks, 
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and boats. In 2016, the City documented the first viable CSL births, with three pups being 

born and cared for in early and mid-June.  

 
Reproduction, Fecundity, and Seasonality 

 
CSL are polygynous, with large socially dominant bulls holding harems of up to about 30 

females. Females and males become sexually mature at 3 and 7 years of age, respectively. 

However, sexually mature males may not be socially mature (able to fight off other bulls 

and maintain a harem) until about ten years. Males arrive at the breeding beaches in late 

May or June and about two weeks before the females, which give birth to a single pup 

within days of arrival. Pups are 20 pounds or less at birth but gain weight rapidly with the 

fat-rich milk. They nurse approximately four months to a year. 

 
Natural Mortality 

 
Large sharks and killer whales are their primary predators, although some mortality results 

from interactions with sport and commercial fishing. During El Niño events, mortality 

increases conspicuously, resulting in the only detectable checks on population growth 

(Lowry, 1991; McClatchie et al., 2016; Lowry et al., 2017; ). These events result in the 

scarcity of CSL prey items (squid and small schooling fish).  

STATUS OF THE STOCK 
 
CSL are not "depleted" under the Marine Mammal Protection Act (MMPA) nor 

"threatened/endangered" under the Endangered Species Act (Carretta et al., 2021). In 2014, 

NMFS estimated the U.S. west coast population at 257,606 sea lions and a corresponding pup 

count of 47,691 pups with an annual growth rate of 7.0% (Carretta et al., 2021). NMFS also 

estimated Potential Biological Removal (PBR) at 14,011 sea lions per year from the U.S. stock. 

The MMPA defines PBR as the number of CSL that could be removed from a population, not 

including natural mortalities, while allowing that stock to reach or maintain its optimum 

sustainable population (OSP). This stock's annual human-caused mortality and serious injury are 

≥ 321 animals (Carretta et al., 2021). Laake et al. (2018) found CSL above maximum net 

productivity level (MNPL) and within OSP in 2008. This stock status means the CSL population 

was likely still increasing in 2008 as it approached carrying capacity of the environment (K, the 
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maximum population size an ecosystem can support). It is also likely that ENSO will cause 

fluctuations in pup production and total population for the foreseeable future (McClatchie et al., 

2016). 

CONCLUSIONS 
 
In conclusion, we would seriously question the need for closure to protect CSL because the U.S. 

population is at OSP as managed by NMFS according to the MMPA. Therefore establishing 

closures is not a resource question or need and does not warrant any special protections aside 

from those provided by the MMPA.  

 

The CSL population has increased to a level where occupied areas have increased, including 

areas not documented in modern history (La Jolla). In the future, we may see fluctuations of CSL 

population above and below carrying capacity of the environment and may include new haul out 

areas while abandoning other locations. These population characteristics are typical of any 

ecosystem at or beyond carrying capacity (K).  

RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

1. We do not endorse closing any areas of La Jolla for the benefits of CSL, an abundant 

stock at OSP and fully recovered (Laake et al. 2018). We believe NMFS should maintain 

management authority and ensure the health of CSL following federal law as realized in 

the MMPA statutes and NMFS rulemaking.  

2. Suppose the City decides to put closures in place to reduce harassment of CSL adults and 

pups. In that case, we recommend the closures be temporary with the flexibility to place 

them in any areas of concern throughout City limits. We recommend this because CSL do 

change hauling locations. During our 2015-2016 observations, we observed CSL 

primarily hauling out in Area 6 (shelf area just southeast of La Jolla cove below 

restaurants). Since then, they have moved to haul out principally in Area 1 (Boomers 

Beach). They may move again or abandon La Jolla completely; therefore, there should be 

no permanent closures. 

3. If the City goes ahead with closures to reduce harassment, we recommend amending the 

SD Marine Coastal Mammal Plan to include procedures for accomplishing this action. 
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Perhaps there could be a threshold of viable pups born at a particular location during a 

pupping season and verified by park rangers or lifeguards that might trigger such an 

action. The temporary closure in 2021 worked reasonably well, keeping people away 

from CSL. We would recommend similar treatments of temporary closures, including 

signage, blockades of footpaths/access points, and the presence of rangers and docents. 

Given peak pupping occurs around July 2 and pups can swim proficiently at 4-months, 

we recommend the temporary closure period (7/1-11/1). Considering NMFS enforcement 

of harassment protocol, depending on location, we would recommend the public should 

generally be kept 25 to 50 feet from CSL. Technically, the distance depends on whether 

the animals change their behavior in response to harassment, by physically moving or 

becoming agitated or moving their heads to look at or away from the disturbance. 
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Fwd: LETTERS: COVID-19 AND ANIMAL ABUSE

afa@mcn.org <afa@mcn.org>
Fri 03/11/2022 03:14 PM
To: Office of the Secretary CNRA <secretary@resources.ca.gov>;Wildlife DIRECTOR <DIRECTOR@wildlife.ca.gov>;FGC
<FGC@fgc.ca.gov>

WARNING: This message is from an external source. Verify the sender and exercise caution when clicking
links or opening attachments. 

Letter below ran in the March 8, 2022 issue of the TRI-CITY VOICE 
(Fremont, Hayward area). 

Same letter was sent to some 35 other newspapers around the state. 

This is a true "no-brainer," folks.  STOP THE DAMNED IMPORT PERMITS! 
The chytrid fungus issue alone is more than enough reason to do so. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Mills, coordinator 
ACTION FOR ANIMALS 
Oakland 
------------------------------------------------------------------- 

-------- Original Message -------- 
Subject: LETTERS:  COVID-19 AND ANIMAL ABUSE 
Date: 2022-02-28 5:14 pm 
 From: afa@mcn.org 
To: tricityvoice@aol.com 

February 28, 2022 

Letter to the Editor 
TRI-CITY VOICE 

                  COVID-19 AND ANIMAL ABUSE 

Recent studies tend to confirm that this godawful pandemic was
HUMAN-caused, a direct result of our gross mistreatment and abuse of 
animals, both wild and domestic, in China's live animal food markets. 

We have nearly identical markets throughout much of California and New 
York City, where animals--both wild and domestic--are crammed
cheek-to-jowl with the human population, a disaster waiting to happen. 
Have we learned nothing? 

Here in California, some three dozen necropsies on the market frogs and 



turtles (non-natives all) document that all are diseased and/or 
parasitized.  It is ILLEGAL to sell such products, yet it's "business as 
usual," and our State Dept. of Fish & Wildlife continues to issue the 
import permits, putting the environment, the public health and animal 
welfare at great risk. 

Worse, the majority of the market bullfrogs (commercially-raised in 
China, 
Taiwan, Brazil and Mexico) test positive for a dreaded chytrid fungus, 
Batrachochytrium dendrobatidis (Bd), responsible for the extinctions of 
some 200 amphibian species worldwide in recent years. 

Some serious legislation and lawsuits are long overdue. 

Sincerely, 

Eric Mills, coordinator 
ACTION FOR ANIMALS 

   
   

   



Fwd: U.S. GOVERNMENT SLAUGHTER OF NATIVE WILDLIFE

afa@mcn.org <afa@mcn.org>
Tue 03/22/2022 05:47 PM
To: Office of the Secretary CNRA <secretary@resources.ca.gov>;Wildlife DIRECTOR <DIRECTOR@wildlife.ca.gov>;FGC
<FGC@fgc.ca.gov>;Cornman, Ari

WARNING: This message is from an external source. Verify the sender and exercise caution when clicking
links or opening attachments. 

-------- Original Message -------- 
Subject: U.S. GOVERNMENT SLAUGHTER OF NATIVE WILDLIFE 
Date: 2022-03-22 12:27 pm 
 From: afa@mcn.org 
To: afa@mcn.org 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?
url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiologicaldiversity.org%2Fw%2Fnews%2Fpress-releases%2F400000-native-
animals-killed-by-federal-program-last-year-new-data-shows-2022-03-
22%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cfgc%40fgc.ca.gov%7Ce6a8bc67883041ea5e2808da0c66af2e%7C4b633
c25efbf40069f1507442ba7aa0b%7C0%7C1%7C637835932411642592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8
eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&amp;sdata=BX8
atQeEjbLErlGg1%2FzVXYBG2jk%2FLbyoqFxLnrLVSQA%3D&amp;reserved=0 

A true "Crime Against Nature," this. 

x 
Eric Mills, coordinator 
ACTION FOR ANIMALS 
Oakland 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fbiologicaldiversity.org%2Fw%2Fnews%2Fpress-releases%2F400000-native-animals-killed-by-federal-program-last-year-new-data-shows-2022-03-22%2F&amp;data=04%7C01%7Cfgc%40fgc.ca.gov%7Ce6a8bc67883041ea5e2808da0c66af2e%7C4b633c25efbf40069f1507442ba7aa0b%7C0%7C1%7C637835932411642592%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C2000&amp;sdata=BX8atQeEjbLErlGg1%2FzVXYBG2jk%2FLbyoqFxLnrLVSQA%3D&amp;reserved=0






Joshua Tree

Lou L
Wed 03/30/2022 10:11 AM
To: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov>
Cc: Simons, Mary ;Campbell, Wendy

 Hi,
I’m writing about the current regulation in place in Joshua Tree that restricts building within 40’ of a
Joshua Tree. 

This rule is going to do exactly the opposite of what it is trying to do…which I assume is to save more
Joshua Trees.

I have a 1.2 acre piece of land in South Joshua Tree that I bought in 2017.  I am a local and resident in
Joshua Tree.  I bought the land because I love Joshua Trees, so it has quite a few.  The last thing I want
to do is kill one of those Joshua Trees.

I am starting a plan to build and I discovered that I don’t have one inch, must less a footprint for a
small home, that wouldn’t violate the 25-40’ rule.  I’m assuming my two options would either be to
never touch the land or to apply to remove some Joshua Trees.  Since I bought before the rule was in
place and since my land is zoned residential, NOT National Park, there is no way I wouldn’t be allowed
to build on my land.  So the other option would be removing trees.  We all know that the Joshua Tree
would not have a good chance of survival if it is moved, so chances are I would be killing the removed
trees.

As I stated earlier, with the current rules I would actually be killing a few Joshua Trees instead of
building a reasonable (10’) away from a Joshua Tree, accomplishing the exact opposite of what the
rule is trying to do.

Sometimes these rules sound good, but whoever came up with 25-40’ away from a tree was a bit
overzealous.  I understand that some excitable locals never want their town to develop after THEY
move in, but there has to be a better way to protect Joshua Trees in residential areas.  People will
secretly kill or just not follow the rule as the other option is their land becomes totally worthless.

I propose very heavy fines for removing/killing any Joshua Tree and get rid of someone coming out
with a measuring tape to each Joshua Tree on every new residential build.  Then have different rules
for commercial.

Thanks,
Louis Litrenta



Non accountability

Bill Winegar 
Thu 04/07/2022 08:14 AM
To: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov>

I only have a comment knowing it will be deleted by whoever cleans this address. Non elected officials appoint
groups of people who are born in the city, raised in the city, and educated in the city.  To control the non city
environment. Let me explain the decisions made on the owl that was not harmed by humans but pushed out of
their habitat by the Barred owl yet you made decisions on feelings not science. The work you did on the plan�ng
of non sterile fish or pushing the acceptance of tri ploids (sp) was disgus�ng at best. Get out in the country and
find out who cares for the land and the inhabitants of that land. Do a DNA test on the sea o�ers in Monterey Bay
and you will find they came from Adak Alaska and were transported to the bay and the story you told was a pair
of o�ers must have been hiding for 20 years in a cove. You make decisions based on who is the best funded and
loudest capable of filing suit and causing you work. Keep up with this course and you will have alienated the
group of people that conserve and protect California wildlife the Fisherman, Hunter, Farmer, Rancher and Country
people trying to make sense of Tri Ploids.
Keep safe and feel free to come visit over one million acres of burned forests and ask yourself where is the
spo�ed owl now.
 
Respec�ully,
 
Bill Winegar

     
 
Sent from Mail for Windows
 

https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fgo.microsoft.com%2Ffwlink%2F%3FLinkId%3D550986&data=04%7C01%7Cfgc%40fgc.ca.gov%7C003e70afcef74ea7c35808da18a95263%7C4b633c25efbf40069f1507442ba7aa0b%7C0%7C1%7C637849412758143928%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000&sdata=MjBNfmKv6sfyYNmk93wHxaJ64FzSfVFx6oWDSOGNf4E%3D&reserved=0
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