
https://wcb.ca.gov/
https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Fwildlife-ca-gov.zoom.us%2Fj%2F82443938714&data=05%7C01%7CMary.Ahern%40Wildlife.ca.gov%7C47696df26eff47109ddd08da758899e9%7C4b633c25efbf40069f1507442ba7aa0b%7C0%7C0%7C637951526803802438%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C3000%7C%7C%7C&sdata=AwFK8KNGC%2FBKcoVKY6gzyrWRf470l%2BnVGQmmqO6ZfUE%3D&reserved=0
http://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=178859&inline
mailto:Mary.Ahern@wildlife.ca.gov
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5. Contract Authorization Delegation of Authority 

Contracts Executed by the Executive Director 
Informational 
At the February 24, 2016, Wildlife Conservation Board (Board) meeting, the Board 
authorized the Executive Director to execute non-controversial contracts with 
private and public entities to support the mission and goals of the Wildlife 
Conservation Board (WCB), limiting such authority to routine service and 
interagency contracts and amendments of no more than $150,000.00 in value per 
year and no more than three years in length per contract. 

The Board's action allowed the Executive Director to execute time-sensitive 
contracts as soon as practically possible and without the delays associated with 
bringing non-controversial contracts before the Board for approval at their next 
quarterly meeting. The action was also taken to ensure compliance with the 
California State Contracting Manual, Volume 1, Section 2.06(B), which requires 
that for contracts in excess of $5,000.00, state boards and commissions must have 
either statutory authority for the executive officer to sign contracts, or the authority 
must be conveyed by the board or commission by written resolution, order or 
motion. 

The Board placed one condition on its delegation of authority: WCB staff must 
report contracts executed under the delegation of authority to the Board at its next 
scheduled meeting. Pursuant to the aforementioned condition, the following 
contracts were executed by the Executive Director. 

Contractor Project/Purpose Total Value Term 

California 
Department of Fish 
and Wildlife 

Legal services to support Stream 
Flow Enhancement Program 

$   324,183.00 3 Years 

State Water 
Resources Control 
Board 

Technical Services to support 
Stream Flow Enhancement 
Program 

$   450,000.00 3 Years 

Clutch 75th Anniversary planning 
services 

$     66,840.00 8 Months 

Contract Authorization for Accounting Services 
Action 
This proposal is to request approval for the Executive Director of WCB to execute 
a three-year interagency agreement not to exceed $3,801,207 with the California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), Accounting Services Branch (ASB) to 
provide the WCB with professional accounting and fiscal support services. The 
agreement does not fall into the amount of delegation authority to the Executive 
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Director of WCB from the February 24, 2016, Board meeting of no more than 
$150,000 in value per year and seeks Board approval.  

The services provided by ASB are integral to WCBôs day-to-day administrative 
operations and support all of its land acquisition and habitat conservation 
programs. Examples of such services include but are not limited to the following: 
processing and facilitating payments for all incoming invoices for project 
development and land acquisition projects and activities; establishing and 
maintaining general ledger accounts; reviewing expenditures and reconciling 
FI$Cal reports with State Controllerôs Office accounts; and preparing and reviewing 
financial statements, expenditure, and encumbrance reports for all WCB funds. 
WCB does not directly employ staff that possesses the diverse and extensive 
technical knowledge required to provide all of the independent professional 
accounting service functions required to support its daily operations. Historically, 
past interagency agreements have provided funding for approximately 1-3 ASB 
accounting positions. The number of positions funded is based largely on WCBôs 
program needs, total available funding, and the number of planned and ongoing 
development and acquisition projects. The proposed agreement will provide 
funding for three Associate Accounting Analyst, one Accounting Administrator I, 
one Senior Accounting Officer (Specialist), and two Accounting Officer (Specialist) 
positions. Staff believes funding seven positions is reasonable to support WCBôs 
current operations, as well as to manage the expected increase in accounting-
related work as a result of the WCBôs recent allocation from the Drought and 
Climate Change package and Water Resilience Package. 

Staff recommends that the Board approves the Executive Director of WCB to 
execute a three-year interagency agreement not to exceed $3,801,207 with 
CDFW, Accounting Services Branch to provide WCB with professional accounting 
and fiscal support services. 
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sensitive species and unique habitats depend on adequate stream flows. But there 
is surprisingly little data available about how much water is moving through our 
streams at any given time and if our important landscapes are getting water when 
and where they need it.   

Achieving the goals of the Stream Flow Enhancement Program, including 
improving ecological function to protect and restore freshwater biodiversity, 
requires assessing where stream flow restoration is needed. However, the lack of 
year-round stream flow data on the 87 percent of streams throughout California 
that are ungaged makes it difficult to assess the degree to which stream flow has 
been altered. Installing gages in all river reaches in the state is unlikely to be 
feasible in the foreseeable future due to the magnitude of effort required, 
financially and logistically. This Project develops a modeling approach to use the 
gage data we have more effectively to fill data gaps at gage locations and predict 
river flow and flow alteration in ungaged rivers. The Grantee will hire a 
subcontractor to translate the UC Davis functional flows calculator over to the 
Granteeôs Natural Flows web-application so that all flows tools can be accessed at 
one website. The Grantee is responsible for the long-term maintenance of the 
calculator. 

This Project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning 
with Pathway 6: Expand and Accelerate Environmental Restoration and 
Stewardship and Pathway 9: Advance and Promote Complementary Conservation 
Measures. 

PROJECT FUNDING 
The proposed funding breakdown for the Project is as follows: 

Project Task WCB 
Non-WCB 

Funds 
Total Cost 

Project Management, 
Alteration Assessment, and 
Data Management 

$178,789  --- $178,789  

Technology and Model 
Development 

$500,914 --- $500,914  

Indirect $55,941  --- $55,941  

Total $735,644  --- $735,644 

Costs associated with WCB funding include: 

¶ Project Management, Alteration Assessment, and Data Management: 
Establishment of subcontracts, stakeholder outreach, project reporting and 
preparation of invoices, stream flow alteration assessments, and all collected 
data uploaded and made publicly available 

¶ Technology and Model Development: Develop a model that will produce actual, 
daily functional flow metric predictions for all streams and rivers in California; a 
technical report describing the modeling approach, model accuracy, and 
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7. McLaughlin Reserve Fire Safety Improvements 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $285,000 
from the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and 
Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68), Public Resources Code 
Section 80111(c); authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary 
to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially 
as planned. 

Project Title: McLaughlin Reserve Fire Safety Improvements 
Project Type: Infrastructure 
Applicant/Grantee: University of California, Davis 
Amount Recommended: $285,000 
Funding Partners: University of California, Davis 
Landowner(s): University of California, Davis 
County: Lake 
Program: The University of California, Natural Reserve 

System  
Funding: Proposition 68 
Strategic Plan:  Goals: B.5  Objectives: SI 1.3 
Disadvantaged Community: Not within a disadvantaged community 

LOCATION 
The McLaughlin Reserve Fire Safety Improvements project (Project) is located at 
the McLaughlin Reserve (Reserve) in Lower Lake within Lake County. The 
Reserve belongs to the University of California Natural Reserve System and 
encompasses 7,050 acres of wildland and approximately 32,000 ft2 of facilities in 
Californiaôs Inner Coast Range. The Reserve is known internationally as a model 
ecosystem for studying how geology and soil influence the evolution and 
distribution of biological diversity, particularly plants and pollinators, and how 
climate change will affect these processes. In 2011, WCB allocated $1,725,000 to 
complete a combination of land and facilities acquisition, facilities and 
infrastructure renovation, and new facilities construction designed to meet the 
needs of both Reserve staff and visiting researchers. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Increased frequency and intensity of fire in California is widely recognized as a 
consequence of climate change, and two major fires have burned most of the 
Reserve in the past five years. Reserve facilities are inadequately protected 
against fire, which compromises the safety of the staff, researchers, and students, 
and their ability to sustain the mission of research, teaching, and land 
management.  

The Project will restore and improve fire protection infrastructure at the Reserve to 
meet basic indoor life safety requirements and to create a defensible zone that will 
allow reserve staff and users to shelter in place during a wildfire if necessary. The 
Project will restore the fire sprinkler and alarm system in the headquarters building. 
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A wildfire perimeter defense will be constructed by installing three, 5,000-gallon 
water tanks and water distribution pipes to newly installed fire hydrants. 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 
The University of California, Davis has adopted a Management Plan that guides 
management actions for the property, including management of the Project. If at 
any time during the 25-year life of the Project, University of California, Davis does 
not manage and maintain the project improvements, the Grant Agreement requires 
that it refund to the state of California an amortized amount of funds based on the 
number of years left on the Project life. 

PROJECT FUNDING 
The proposed funding breakdown for the Project is as follows: 

Project Task WCB 
Non-WCB 

Funds 
Total Cost 

Headquarters Fire Sprinkler/Alarm System $285,000 --- $285,000 

Water Storage/Delivery/Hydrants --- $81,038 $81,038 

Equipment --- $14,094 $14,094 

Total $285,000 $95,132 $380,132 

Costs associated with WCB funding include: 

¶ Headquarters Fire Sprinkler/Alarm System: Construct new underground water 
service to Headquarters building, install sprinkler system and fire alarm system. 

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION 
Support: 

¶ None received 
Opposition: 

¶ None received 

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
The Project is proposed as exempt from CEQA pursuant to the state CEQA 
Guidelines, Section 15301, Class 1, Existing Facilities. The Project consists of the 
repair of existing structures and facilities. Subject to approval of this proposal by 
WCB, the appropriate NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse. 
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8. Año Nuevo Reserve Equal Access Road Improvement 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $65,000 
from the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and 
Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68), Public Resources Code 
Section 80111(c); authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary 
to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially 
as planned. 

Project Title: Año Nuevo Reserve Equal Access Road 
Improvement 

Project Type: Infrastructure 
Applicant/Grantee: University of California, Santa Cruz 
Amount Recommended: $65,000 
Funding Partners: University of California, Santa Cruz 
Landowner(s): California Department of Parks and Recreation 
County: San Mateo 
Program: The University of California, Natural Reserve 

System  
Funding: Proposition 68 
Strategic Plan:  Goals: C.1  Objectives: SI 3.4 
Disadvantaged Community: Not within a disadvantaged community 

LOCATION 
The Año Nuevo Reserve Equal Access Road Improvement project (Project) is 
located at the Año Nuevo Island Reserve (Reserve) located midway between San 
Francisco and Santa Cruz, along the rural San Mateo Coast, in San Mateo County. 
The Reserve has been a key site for the UC Natural Reserve System for the past 
50 years with thousands of user-days each year. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Equal Access Road heads in an east - west direction away from Hwy 1. The 
road is sandwiched between agriculture fields and flat meadow with limited 
drainage which has left the road with large mud holes and makes access difficult 
during winter and spring months. The Project will improve the Reserveôs Equal 
Access Road, improving accessibility to an ADA trail used for research and 
teaching. The Project will provide long-term repairs instead of short-term patches. 
This will sustain access for the research and teaching activities at the Reserve 
while also ensuring access to members of the public with mobility concerns. The 
road improvements will allow vehicles access throughout the year, allowing entire 
classes of students to access the key study areas using 12-passenger vans.  

The work will include brushing back live vegetation, cleaning an existing inboard 
ditch line, construction of multiple rock drainage lens' through low lying areas, 
replacing four culverts, ripping class 2 base rock, and reshaping and compacting 
sections of roadway rock. All disturbed sites will be rehabilitated upon Project 
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9. Hastings Natural History Reservation Facilities Improvement 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $232,500 
from the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and 
Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68), Public Resources Code 
Section 80111(c); authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary 
to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially 
as planned. 

Project Title: Hastings Natural History Reservation Facilities 
Improvement 

Project Type: Infrastructure 
Applicant/Grantee: University of California, Berkeley 
Amount Recommended: $232,500 
Funding Partners: University of California, Berkeley 
Landowner(s): University of California, Berkeley 
County: Monterey 
Program: The University of California, Natural Reserve 

System  
Funding: Proposition 68 
Strategic Plan:  Goals: B.5  Objectives: SI 3.4 
Disadvantaged Community: Not within a disadvantaged community 

LOCATION 
The Hastings Natural History Reservation Facilities Improvement project (Project) 
is located at the Hastings Natural History Reservation (Reservation) located in 
Carmel Valley. The Reservation is the oldest reserve in the University of California 
Natural Reserve System network and has been operating as a field station since 
1937. In 2008, WCB allocated $550,732 for a grant to the University of California, 
Berkeley to renovate and replace selected buildings within the Reservation and 
this grant will focus on additional buildings and infrastructure prioritized by UC 
Berkeley. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Since 1937, the Reservation has provided students and researchers with the 
opportunity to study and observe the native flora and fauna of central coastal 
Californiaôs upland habitat, ephemeral stream habitats, and historic indigenous and 
homesteader settlements. The Reservation facility consists of 25 buildings. The 
age of most structures, along with decades of heavy use, means that many of the 
structures require improvements. The Project will complete six tasks to improve 
Reservation facilities for users and staff: 

¶ Replace the roof of three buildings: Red House 1, Red House 2 and Fannyôs 
Cabin. 

¶ Replace Bunk House and Red House Septic Tanks. 

¶ Install solar panels and battery bank at Hallisey House and install propane 
generator at Fanny Arnold Conference Room. 
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¶ Replace kitchen, flooring and windows at the Robertson House. 

¶ Replace flooring, plumbing, windows, doors, siding, insulation, and heat 
source in Fannyôs Cabin. 

¶ Install a foundation in the Carriage House and retaining wall on eastern face 
of building. 

Ultimately these improvements will support the Reservationôs mission of serving as 
a hub for field-based research and education, with a direct impact on the 
management of natural lands and the preservation of Californiaôs wildlife 
resources. 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 
The University of California, Berkeley has adopted a Management Plan that guides 
management actions for the property, including management of the Project. If at 
any time during the 25-year life of the Project, University of California, Berkeley 
does not manage and maintain the project improvements, the Grant Agreement 
requires that it refund to the state of California an amortized amount of funds 
based on the number of years left on the Project life. 

PROJECT FUNDING 
The proposed funding breakdown for the Project is as follows: 

Project Task WCB 
Non-WCB 

Funds 
Total Cost 

Roof Replacement $9,505 $16,657 $26,162 

Septic Improvements $33,784 --- $33,784 

Back-up Power $93,000 --- $93,000 

Robertson House Remodel $22,543 $14,482 $37,025 

Fannyôs Cabin Remodel $8,168 $23,758 $31,926 

Carriage House $65,500 $3,500 $69,000 

Total $232,500 $58,397 $290,897 

Costs associated with WCB funding include: 

¶ Roof Replacement: Replace roof of three Reservation buildings. 

¶ Septic Improvements: Install two septic tanks and associated connections. 

¶ Back-up Power: Install solar panels and battery bank at Hallisey House and 
propane generator with tank at the Fanny Hastings Conference Room. 

¶ Robertson House Remodel: Renovate kitchen and replace flooring and 
windows at the Robertson House. 

¶ Fannyôs Cabin Remodel: Renovate Fannyôs cabin including upgrading heating, 
flooring, windows/doors, siding/insulation, and plumbing. 

¶ Carriage House: Pour foundation and retaining wall at Carriage House. 
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PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION 
Support: 

¶ None received 
Opposition: 

¶ None received 

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
The project is proposed as exempt from CEQA pursuant to the state CEQA 
Guidelines, Section 15301, Class 1, Existing Facilities. The Project consists of the 
repair of existing structures and facilities. Subject to approval of this proposal by 
WCB, the appropriate NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse. 
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facilitate wildlife movement and provide access to climate refugia on the property 
as species elsewhere are displaced by climate change. 

The Procter Ranch supports diverse vegetative communities that are expected to 
remain highly resilient to climate change impacts through the end of the century. 
The perennial and annual grasslands, coastal sage scrub, and riparian woodlands 
on the Procter Ranch are likely to remain suitable or become newly suitable habitat 
for vulnerable wildlife affected by climate change. Habitat on the Property supports 
many climate vulnerable species identified by CDFWôs Areas of Conservation 
Emphasis (ACE) dataset. This includes multiple rare or threatened climate 
vulnerable reptiles and amphibians, such as the California red-legged frog, 
western pond turtle, Northern California legless lizard, and two-striped garter 
snake. Other climate vulnerable species found on the Procter Ranch include 
osprey, mountain quail, ringtail, and Costaôs hummingbird. 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 
When establishing a conservation easement, LCSLO works closely with the 
landowner to address the protection of the propertyôs natural habitat and 
agricultural resources. The purposes of the proposed Easement are to ensure that 
natural resources, agricultural, and wildlife habitat are conserved in balance and 
harmony with each other and provide refugia to wildlife in the face of climate 
change. The grant agreement requires LCSLO to monitor the Property at least 
once a year to ensure the Easement terms are being honored, as well as to 
prepare and submit a written monitoring report documenting the visit and noting 
any significant changes to the resources or any compliance issues. If necessary, 
corrective action must be recommended and noted in the report. 

This Property contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning 

with Pathway 3: Increase Voluntary Conservation Easements. 

The California State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) designates the area surrounding 

the Property as the Bay Delta and Central Coast Province. This acquisition will 

help advance CDFWôs land conservation policies and wildlife protection goals in 

the SWAP by conserving sustainable plant and animal communities that support 

multiple species of interest. 

PROJECT FUNDING 
The Department of General Services (DGS) approved fair market value is 
$960,000. The proposed funding breakdown for the project is as follows: 

Partners Amount 

WCB $360,000 

DOC $600,000 

TOTAL Purchase Price $960,000 
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PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION 
Support: 

¶ Dan Silver, Executive Director, Endangered Habitats League 

Opposition: 

¶ None received 

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
The Property has been reviewed for compliance with CEQA requirements and is 
proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15313, Class 13, as an 
acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section 15325, Class 25, 
as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open space and existing 
natural conditions, including plant or animal habitats. Subject to authorization by 
WCB, an NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.
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reversing depletion of, and competition for, the regionôs water resources. These 
projects will reverse depletion of the Ventura River regionôs water resources and 
prevent a catastrophic water shortage that currently has the potential to impact the 
regionôs livelihood and remaining aquatic resources and also meet the State Water 
Resource Control Boardôs unmandated instream flow targets for the Ventura River 
for the benefit of the watershedôs aquatic and terrestrial species.  

This Project will build deep collaboration and consistency of shared data for stream 
flow enhancement, while providing impactful demonstrations and scalable 
solutions in key watershed land uses. Led by the Grantee, this Project will include 
partners such as the City of Ojai, Ojai Valley Inn, Meiners Oaks Water District, 
Senior Canyon Mutual Water Company, the Ventura River Water District, and 
other local businesses, schools, agricultural stewards, residents, and other 
stakeholders. This Project will also coordinate, demonstrate, and monitor volunteer 
opportunities in the watershed. 

This Project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning 
with Pathway 6: Expand and Accelerate Environmental Restoration and 
Stewardship and Pathway 9: Advance and Promote Complementary Conservation 
Measures. 

PROJECT FUNDING 
The proposed funding breakdown for the Project is as follows: 

Project Task WCB 
Non-WCB 

Funds 
Total Cost 

Project Administration $89,760  $11,040  $100,800  

Framework Planning $73,000 $11,325  $84,325  

100% Planning and Design $708,498  $349,200  $1,057,698  

Outreach and Education $9,800  $10,200  $20,000  

Total $881,058  $381,765  $1,262,823 

Costs associated with WCB funding include: 

¶ Project Administration: Establishment of subcontracts, stakeholder outreach, 
project reporting, and preparation of invoices 

¶ Framework Planning: Conduct property and legal reviews to develop a 
framework of water rights and agricultural efficiencies 

¶ 100% Planning and Design: Develop plans for alternate water sourcing 
waterwise use in vulnerable communities, a stormwater conveyance system for 
the City of Ojai, a neighborhood water efficiency and instream flow recharge 
plan, a land resiliency program for Senior Canyon, and a rainwater and 
greywater incentive program 

¶ Outreach and Education: Develop a citizen science/student water monitoring 
methodology and lead streamflow water resilience workshops 
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PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION 
Support: 

¶ Monique Limon, California State Senator, Nineteenth District 

¶ Steve Bennett, California State Assemblymember, Thirty-Seventh District 

¶ Robert C. Wilkinson, Ph.D., Adjunct Professor, University of California, 
Santa Barbara 

¶ Matt LaVere, Supervisor, Ventura County 

¶ Suza Francina, Council Member, Ojai City Council 

¶ Jamie Whiteford, District Scientist, Ventura County Resource Conservation 
District 

¶ Justin Martinez, General Manager, Meiners Oaks Water District 

¶ Peter Thielke, President, Senior Canyon Mutual Water Company 

¶ Bert J. Rapp, General Manager, Ventura River Water District 

¶ Alex Smith, Chief Executive Officer, Besant Hill School of Happy Valley 

¶ Portia Johnson, Head of School, Besant Hill School of Happy Valley 

¶ Derek Poultney, Executive Director, Concerned Resource and 
Environmental Workers 

¶ Don Chartrand, Executive Director, Creek Lands Conservation 

¶ Paul Clark, Co-Owner, Eagle Aerial Solutions 

¶ Thomas Hicks, Attorney at Law, Thomas D. Hicks 

¶ Ann Scarborough Bull, Conservation Chair, Sespe Flyfishers 

¶ S. Matt Drenner, Senior Fish Biologist, Stillwater Sciences 

¶ Andrea Sender, Homeowner, City of Ojai 

¶ Bryan Richard Benson, Homeowner, City of Ojai 

¶ Fatima Robins, Homeowner, City of Ojai 

¶ Julie Lovejoy, Homeowner, City of Ojai 

¶ Dan Silver, Executive Director, Endangered Habitats League 

¶ Martha Davis, Private Citizen 

¶ Peter Francis Deneen, Private Citizen 
Opposition: 

¶ None received 

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
The Project is statutorily exempt from CEQA pursuant to the state CEQA 
Guidelines, Section 15262, Feasibility and Planning Studies, as it involves only 
feasibility and planning studies for possible future actions which have not be 
approved, adopted, or funded. Subject to approval of this proposal by WCB, the 
appropriate NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse. 
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¶ ADA Improvements: Construction of ADA pathways, parking lot modifications, 
and restroom improvements. 

¶ Interpretive Panels: Development, construction, and installation of interpretive 
panels.  

¶ Contingency: Unanticipated project costs associated with WCB-funded tasks 
only, requires WCB staff approval prior to use. 

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION 
Support: 

¶ Mark Soto, Owner, Wheel Fun Rentals 
Opposition: 

¶ None received 

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
The Project is proposed as exempt from CEQA pursuant to the state CEQA 
Guidelines, Section 15302, Class 2, Replacement or Reconstruction, replacement 
or reconstruction of existing structures and facilities where the new structure will be 
located on the same site and will have substantially the same purpose as the 
structure replaced; and Section 15303, Class 3, New Construction or Conversion 
of Small Structures, consisting of a limited number of new, or conversion of, small 
facilities or structures. Subject to approval of this proposal by WCB, the 
appropriate NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse. 
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density). The zoning allows for residential development of one single family home 
per 160 acres. Threat of development is unlikely.  

The Property is largely forested boasting old-growth stands of Douglas-fir, 
redwood, and tanoak. The Property also includes second-growth redwood/Douglas 
fir forest, meadow, mixed hardwood, springs, seeps, a wetland, and riparian 
habitat including a tributary to Hollow Tree Creek, which provides habitat for 
sensitive species including the northern spotted owl, south torrent salamander, 
tailed frog, Vaux swift, coho salmon, and steelhead trout.   

Protection of the Property will help support many listed and non-listed plant and 
animal species, which are dependent on the water sources, nesting habitat, and 
food sources found on the Property. Also, it will enhance connectivity to the Usual 
Forest and other nearby protected areas and will help to ensure that this area, and 
its existing features, will continue to be available for its natural habitat values. 

The CNRA Environmental Enhancement and Mitigation Program grant funding will 
be provided to the Redwood Forest Foundation, Inc., to purchase the conservation 
easement from the landowner. The landowner will direct deed the Easement to 
CAL FIRE.  

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 
CAL FIRE will enter into the Easement with the landowner and will monitor the 
Property for compliance consistent with the terms of the Easement. The Easement 
allows access by CAL FIRE, or its agents, annually for monitoring purposes. 
Ultimately, the Redwood Forest Foundation, Inc. (RFFI) will step into title with CAL 
FIRE holding the Easement. 

PROJECT FUNDING 
The DGS approved fair market value is $550,000. CAL FIRE will pay for indirect 
costs related to the project and all acquisition funding has been approved by 
CNRA. No WCB funding will be used for the project. The proposed funding 
breakdown for the project is as follows:   

Partners Amount 

California Natural Resources 
Agency 

$550,000 

TOTAL Purchase Price $550,000 

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION 
Support: 

¶ None received 
Opposition: 

¶ None received 
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CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
The project is exempt from CEQA pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080.28, 
Acquisition of an Interest in Land by a Public Agency, as an acquisition of an 
interest in land by a public agency for preservation of natural conditions existing at 
the time of transfer, including plant and animal habitats. Subject to Board approval 
of the project, staff will file the appropriate NOE with the State Clearinghouse and 
the county clerk. 
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16. South Fork Lost River Flow Enhancement 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that WCB adopt the written findings and approve this project as 
proposed; allocate $1,710,104 from Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure 
Improvement Fund of 2014 (Proposition 1), Water Code Section 79733; authorize 
staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; 
and authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially as planned. 

Project Title: South Fork Lost River Flow Enhancement 
Project Type: Implementation 
Applicant/Grantee: Sanctuary Forest, Inc. 
Amount Recommended: $1,710,104 
Funding Partners: Bella Vista Foundation, California Conservation 

Corps, Sanctuary Forest, Inc. 
Landowner(s): Sanctuary Forest, Inc., Lost Coast Forestlands LLC 
County: Mendocino 
Program: Stream Flow Enhancement 
Funding: Proposition 1 
Strategic Plan:  Goals: B.1  Objectives: SI 2.3, 2.4 
Disadvantaged Community: Within a disadvantaged community 

LOCATION 
The Lost River is a tributary in the headwaters of the Mattole River watershed, 
south of Whitethorn in Mendocino County. The area is characterized by timber 
harvest activities, but also by conserved groves of old growth redwoods. The Lost 
River has been identified as a high priority tributary for coho salmon recovery in the 
Mattole River headwaters because of documented coho presence in recent years 
and habitat recovery potential. The entire watershed is conserved and there are no 
human water diversions on Lost River. Due to the Mediterranean climate and 
proximity to the coast, there is very little snowfall in the Mattole and, therefore, 
groundwater rather than snowpack sustains summer flows. However, climate 
change has resulted in longer dry seasons and land use impacts have further 
diminished groundwater storage.   

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
Within most of the Lost River watershed and the project reach, limiting factors 
include channel entrenchment, loss of floodplain connectivity, reduced 
groundwater storage, low summer flows, and lack of pool habitat. In drought years, 
summer stream flows are insufficient to support rearing and thousands of juvenile 
salmonids perish as pools become disconnected and dry up. The South Fork Lost 
River Flow Enhancement (Project) is designed to improve stream flow in 
approximately one mile of Lost River and 0.6 miles of the Mattole mainstem, where 
coho salmon had to be rescued in 2015, 2018, and 2020.  

The Project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning 
with Pathway 6: Expand and Accelerate Environmental Restoration and 
Stewardship. Pre-project surveys and monitoring, preparation of 90% designs, 
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draft permits, and a Mitigated Negative Declaration (MND), were completed under 
a WCB planning grant awarded in 2016. 

The Project utilizes two complementary strategies to improve summer flows: 
increased groundwater storage and surface flow augmentation. Groundwater 
storage will be achieved through construction of a terrace ñStage 0 wetland,ò a 
terrace pond, and approximately 400 feet of Class I instream treatments including 
weirs, subsurface clay barriers, and gravel augmentation. The designs for the 
wetland, pond, and channel-spanning log weirs all incorporate subsurface clay 
restrictive barriers for increased runoff detention with stream flow benefits that 
mimic the natural hydrograph. Under current conditions, groundwater levels at the 
Stage 0 wetland site drop to 14 feet below ground surface in early May. The 
subsurface clay layers are designed to slow the drainage of groundwater 
sufficiently to saturate the soil and hold more groundwater thereby raising the 
water table to improve early summer flows. Sanctuary Forest Inc. has implemented 
multiple projects in the Mattole watershed since 2017, evaluating different methods 
of groundwater retention and found the addition of subsurface clay barriers to be 
effective at improving stream flows in June and July. However, less improvement 
was seen in late summer when it is needed the most. The second strategy 
employed through the Project, surface flow augmentation through construction and 
operation of a terrace pond, is intended to bridge this gap. The pond will have a 
subsurface clay restrictive barrier and a pipe to provide metered surface flow 
augmentation to the creek during the driest months of August 1 to October 15. The 
pond will be filled by surface runoff and retention of shallow groundwater. The 
pond capacity when full is one million gallons with 750,000 gallons available after 
subtracting for evaporation. 

Stream flow enhancement from the total increase in groundwater storage of 2.02 
million gallons over the dry season (June 15 to October 15) is estimated at 11.5 
gallons per minute (gpm). In addition, the late summer flow augmentation from the 
pond will be metered at approximately 6.8 gpm from August 1 to October 15. 
These benefits are significant given that downstream flows drop to 6 gpm by mid-
July and no flow by mid-September. These stream flow increases are expected to 
be sufficient for pool connectivity when combined with other completed and 
ongoing restoration projects within the Lost River watershed. 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 
The durability of the Project will be ensured through active stewardship by the two 
landowners, Sanctuary Forest Inc. and Lost Coast Forestlands LLC (LCF). 
Sanctuary Forest Inc. holds a conservation easement on the LCF property which 
includes watershed and stream flow protections as well as specified ñStream Flow 
Restoration Project Areasò. The Project site is within one of these areas identified 
on the South Fork of Lost River. Sanctuary Forest, Inc. has adopted a 
Management Plan that guides management actions for the property. If at any time 
during the 20-year life of the Project, Sanctuary Forest, Inc. does not manage and 
maintain the project improvements, the Grant Agreement requires that it refund to 
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blue oak woodlands, wetlands, lacustrine, and grassland habitat and is used as 
rangeland. There are 11 reservoirs, including 10 ponds and one, 17-acre lake, all 
with extensive associated wetland habitat located on the Property. Current zoning 
on the Property is AG-20, which is general agricultural with a minimum parcel size 
for subdividing to 20-acres, allowing the Property to be split into 40 homesites. 

Target species for conservation on the Property include the Foothill yellow-legged 
frog, tricolored blackbird, bald eagle, California black rail, yellow warbler, yellow-
breasted Chat, and ringtail. Wildlife in this region depend on high quality riparian 
habitat and healthy mature blue oak woodlands for migration and residency. Both 
habitats are found on the Property in addition to a significant population of young 
blue oaks representing woodland regeneration.  Wildlife that requires large areas 
for their survival, such as mountain lion, gray wolf, mule deer, and black bear are 
dependent on strategic protection of lands that support their life cycles and 
nutritional needs. The land is undeveloped and has been used for seasonal 
livestock grazing. 

Conservation of this Property will expand on a large block of existing protected 
lands within a strategic focus area allowing for climate adaption and resiliency as 
habitat connectivity will aid in the inland and upland migration of wildlife species 
suffering from climatic changes which will shift habitat ranges. Additionally, 
because this property also contains extensive wetlands and water resources, and 
is located in a strategic location for conservation, there are very significant natural 
benefits to the wildlife. Protection of the Property will provide multiple benefits 
including sustaining local agriculture, protecting water resources, protecting inland 
wetlands, providing guided public access for wildlife viewing, fishing, and hunting, 
and reducing greenhouse gas emissions. 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 
Bear Yuba Land Trust will manage the project. The Land Trust currently holds 
conservation easements on 10,000 acres of similar land in the area. A baseline will 
be provided prior to close of escrow and the Land Trust will conduct annual 
monitoring and provide a monitoring report to WCB. Additionally, WCB will have 
access not less than once every three years to also conduct on-site inspections.  

PROJECT FUNDING 
The DGS approved fair market value is $1,690,000. The proposed funding 
breakdown for the project is as follows: 

Partners Amount 

WCB $1,289,600 

Landowner donation ï bargain 
sale 

$400,400 

TOTAL Appraised Value $1,690,000 
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PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION 
Support: 

¶ None received 
Opposition: 

¶ None received 

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
The project has been reviewed for compliance with CEQA requirements and is 
proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15313, Class 13, as an 
acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section 15325, Class 25, 
as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open space and existing 
natural conditions, including plant or animal habitats. Subject to authorization by 
WCB, an NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.
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18. Truckee River Wildlife Area, Boca Unit Restoration 
STAFF RECOMMENDATION 
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $1,190,000 
from the California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and 
Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 (Proposition 68), Public Resources Code 
Section 80132(f); authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to 
accomplish this project; and authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially as 
planned. 

Project Title: Truckee River Wildlife Area, Boca Unit Restoration 
Project Type: Implementation 
Applicant/Grantee: Truckee River Watershed Council 
Amount Recommended: $1,190,000 
Funding Partners: Truckee River Watershed Council 
Landowner(s): CDFW 
County: Nevada 
Program: California Forest Conservation  
Funding: Proposition 68 
Strategic Plan:  Goals: B.1  Objectives: SI 1.2, 1.3, 1.4 
Disadvantaged Community: Within a disadvantaged community 

LOCATION 
The Truckee River Wildlife Area, Boca Unit Restoration project (Project) is located 
entirely within the Boca Unit of CDFWôs Truckee River Wildlife Area, which was 
designated as a wildlife area by the California Fish and Game Commission in 
1996. The Project area, situated within an oxbow of the Truckee River and 
bounded by Interstate 80 on the north, lies approximately five miles northeast of 
Truckee in Nevada County. Boca Unit is a popular recreational fishing site and 
offers opportunities for wildlife viewing and environmental education. In 2020, WCB 
approved a $309,000 grant to the Truckee River Watershed Council for restoration 
planning in the Truckee River watershed (e.g., design, environmental review, 
permitting), including the Boca Unit. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The 2018 Truckee River Revitalization Assessment identified that the Boca Unit 
had been degraded through past land use and could be restored to improve water 
quality, wildlife habitat, and hydrologic function. Specifically, an historic railroad 
spur from the 1870s disconnects the Truckee River from approximately 11 acres of 
floodplain in Boca Unit. Multiple roads and trails in the Project area further impact 
the site and runoff from the adjacent freeway conveys stormwater and additional 
sediment to the Project area. 

The Project aims to restore 11 acres of floodplain and montane riparian habitat by 
reconnecting the Truckee River to its historic floodplain. Specific Project objectives 
include removing 350 feet of railroad spur, stabilizing 0.5 miles of floodplain 
channels, converting a 3,300 square foot soil borrow pit into a stormwater basin to 
treat stormwater runoff, decommissioning 3,500 feet of unused roads, and 
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CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS 
The Project is statutorily exempt from CEQA pursuant to the Statutory Exemption 
for Restoration Projects (SERP), Public Resources Code section 21080.56, as a 
project that meets all of the following conditions: (1) the Project is exclusively to 
conserve, restore, protect, or enhance, and assist in the recovery of California 
native fish and wildlife, and the habitat upon which they depend; or is exclusively to 
restore or provide habitat for California native fish and wildlife; (2) the Project may 
have public benefits incidental to the Project's fundamental purpose; (3) the Project 
will result in long-term net benefits to climate resiliency, biodiversity, and sensitive 
species recovery; and includes procedures and ongoing management for the 
protection of the environment; and (4) Project construction activities are solely 
related to habitat restoration. Subject to approval of this proposal by WCB, the 
appropriate NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse. 
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The SWAP designates the area surrounding the Property as the Central Valley 
and Sierra Nevada Province. This acquisition will help advance CDFWôs land 
conservation policies and wildlife protection goals in the SWAP by conserving 
sustainable plant and animal communities that support multiple species of interest. 

PROJECT DESCRIPTION 
The Property is located in the Central Valley plain with a minimum elevation of 115 
feet in the northwest corner and a maximum elevation of 174 feet near the 
southeast corner. The topography varies between level to gentle, rolling slopes. In 
the central section of the eastern half of the Property is a large vernal pool/playa 
that is dry in the late summer and early fall. The Property has historically been 
operated as a seasonal cattle ranch from April to November of each year. There 
are no improvements on the Property.  

The PCA administers the PCCP and is responsible for acquiring and managing 
reserve units across western Placer County for both conservation and mitigation 
purposes. The Property is proposed for fee title acquisition and will contribute to 
the conservation goals and objectives of the PCCP.  

The PCA anticipates utilizing the Property for multiple purposes including the 
preservation of both Federal and State listed species and their habitat. The Property 
contains about 170 acres of wetlands, 150 acres of which are comprised of a 
historically terraced vernal pool/pond complex. Protocol-level surveys conducted in 
2010-2011 by Restoration Resources confirmed the presence of both the federally 
threatened vernal pool fairy shrimp and the non-listed California linderiella onsite. 
The Property also supports habitat for five additional covered species including 
Swainsonôs hawk, western burrowing owl, tricolored blackbird, California black rail, 
and elderberry longhorn beetle. Occurrences of Swainsonôs hawk, California black 
rail, western burrowing owl, tri-colored blackbird, and dwarf downingia have been 
documented on the Property based on the California Natural Diversity Database 
Occurrences Maps. 

All of the listed species will benefit directly from the acquisition of the Property, and 
indirectly from the implementation of the Western Placer County HCP/NCCPôs 
conservation strategy of establishing a 47,300± acre interconnected Reserve 
System.  

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 
PCA will manage the Property once it is acquired. The habitat will be maintained in 
conjunction with other properties to be acquired by PCA.  
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Additionally, a series of three hands-on field days will be held to help students 
develop knowledge and skills in science, habitat restoration, environmental 
stewardship, and basic tool use. The Student and Landowner Education and 
Watershed Stewardship Program serves high school students ages 14-18 that 
reside in the Sacramento Valley region, including Sacramento, Yolo, and Solano 
counties. Many of the participating schools are located in disadvantaged 
communities in Sacramento and rural agricultural communities. 

This Project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning 
with Pathway 6: Expand and Accelerate Environmental Restoration and 
Stewardship. 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 
Audubon California has adopted a Management Plan that guides management 
actions for the property, including management of the property. If at any time 
during the 25-year life of the Project, Audubon California does not manage and 
maintain the project improvements, the Grant Agreement requires that it refund to 
the state of California an amortized amount of funds based on the number of years 
left on the Project life. 

PROJECT FUNDING 
The proposed funding breakdown for the Project is as follows: 

Project Task WCB Non-WCB Funds Total Cost 

Project Management $122,102 $4,375 $126,477 

Implementation $256,953 $83,398 $340,351 

Monitoring $107,601 $7,876 $115,477 

Maintenance $125,680 --- $125,680 

Community Engagement $9,360 $5,580 $14,940 

Indirect Costs  $23,181 --- $23,181 

Contingency  $64,500 --- $64,500 

Total $709,377 $101,229 $810,606 

Costs associated with WCB funding include: 

¶ Project Management: Project scheduling, budgeting, invoicing, contracting, 
reporting, coordination, and data management. 

¶ Implementation: Site preparation, irrigation installation, plantings, and training 
for volunteer workdays. 

¶ Monitoring: Vegetation monitoring including weed monitoring, mowing, and 
weed control. 

¶ Community Engagement: Three field days with Student and Landowner 
Education and Watershed Stewardship Program participants.  

¶ Indirect Costs: Incidental or indirect costs not to exceed 20 percent of the total 
direct WCB award, minus subcontractor and equipment costs. 

¶ Contingency: Unanticipated project costs associated with WCB-funded tasks 
only, requires WCB staff approval prior to use. 
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The Project will help protect giant sequoia groves, water quality, and wildlife habitat 
(e.g., fish, California spotted owl, northern goshawk, and mountain yellow-legged 
frog) by reducing small-diameter conifers and reducing shrub density in the Granite 
Creek, Redwood, Little Redwood Meadow, and Lost sequoia groves.  

This Project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning 
with Pathway 6: Expand and Accelerate Environmental Restoration and 
Stewardship. 

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS 
SEKI follows a Management Plan that guides management actions for the 
property. If at any time during the 25-year life of the Project, Great Basin Institute 
does not manage and maintain the project improvements, the Grant Agreement 
requires that it refund to the state of California an amortized amount of funds 
based on the number of years left on the Project life. 

PROJECT FUNDING 
The proposed funding breakdown for the Project is as follows: 

Project Task WCB 
Non-WCB 

Funds 
Total Cost 

Project Management $344,900 $79,000 $423,900 

Restoration $1,029,100 $375,000 $1,404,100 

Indirect Costs $69,000 --- $69,000 

Contingency  $144,000 --- $144,000 

Total $1,587,000 $454,000 $2,041,000 

Costs associated with WCB funding include: 

¶ Project Management: Project team coordination, stakeholder communications, 
outreach, and grant administration. 

¶ Restoration: Project implementation per the design plan and oversight of 
restoration activities. 

¶ Indirect Costs: Incidental or indirect costs not to exceed 20 percent of the total 
direct WCB award, minus subcontractor and equipment costs. 

¶ Contingency: Unanticipated project costs associated with WCB-funded tasks 
only, requires WCB staff approval prior to use. 

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION 
Support: 

¶ Clayton Jordon, Superintendent, National Park Service SEKI 

¶ Theresa Benson, Forest Supervisor, Sequoia National Forest  

¶ Jeromy W. Caldwell, Assistant Field Manager, Bureau of Land Management 

¶ Glenn Miller, University of Nevada, Reno 

¶ Joanna Nelson, Science Director, Save the Redwoods League 

¶ Britta Dyer, California State Director, American Forests 
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