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Wild Pig Range Expanding



Wild Pig Quick Facts 

▪ Estimates range: 200,000 to 400,000 in California

▪ Female estrus every 21 days (5-6 piglets per litter)

▪ Mostly nocturnal

▪ Omnivores - Eat almost anything

▪ Habitat generalists

▪ Non-native in California

▪ Phenotypic variation



Wild Pig Phenotypes

In California, "wild pig" includes 
feral pig and European wild boar.



Forum Discussion

▪ Wild Pig "Issues"

– Domestic Animal Health

– Wildlife Health

– Ecosystem Health

– Economic Impacts

▪ Wild Pig "Solutions"

– Wild Pig Damage Management

– Consumptive / Non-consumptive Activities

– Requires Comprehensive Approach



Protecting Animal Agriculture

California Department of 
Food and Agriculture  

• Animal Health and Food Safety 

• Animal Health Programs

• Domestic Livestock Disease Programs (Status)

• Education

• Questions



Protecting Animal Agriculture

Protecting Animal Health 
California Department of Food & 

Agriculture

Animal Health & Food Safety Services Division 
Director & State Veterinarian: 

Branches of the Division

1. Animal Health Branch

2. Bureau of Livestock Identification

3. Meat, Poultry and Egg Safety Branch

4. Milk & Dairy Food Safety Branch

5. Antimicrobial Use and Stewardship

6. Animal Care

*California Animal Health and Food Safety 
Services Laboratories



Protecting Animal Agriculture

Animal Health 

• Programs focus on livestock and 
poultry health:
• Animal disease surveillance programs

• Animal disease traceability program

• Animal disease emergency response 
planning

• Equine medication monitoring 
program

• Domestic-wildlife interface program

• Laboratories providing diagnostic 
testing support for programs include:
• California Animal Health and Food 

Safety Laboratories (CAHFS) – in Davis, 
Turlock, Tulare, San Bernardino 

• Private diagnostic laboratories

• Private practitioner testing services 



Protecting Animal Agriculture

Domestic-Wildlife Interface Program

• Disease mitigation and other animal health threats 
impacting multiple species

• Partnership with other agencies, agricultural 
programs, institutes or schools UC or CSU

• Collaborations/project development for 
detection, evaluation and disease control

• Veterinary support to AHFSS wildlife disease 
management and relevant activities (EIR) 

• Planning, coordination and analysis of animal 
health surveillance and disease mitigation 
activities wit a focus on domestic-wildlife 
interface

• Training and Education



Protecting Animal Agriculture

California’s Animal Agriculture
Domestic Livestock Populations 

1.75 million dairy cattle ~655,000 beef cows~14 million turkeys~275 million chickens 

570,000 sheep 130,000 goats ~550,000 horses 95,000 swine 



Protecting Animal Agriculture

Animal Health                
Status of Programs 

Cattle 
Brucellosis

Swine 
Brucellosis*

Swine 
Pseudorabies*

Bovine TB Cervid TB Scrapie

Free Free Stage V Free MA Consistent

* Detections in wild pigs through serology surveillance in CA.



Protecting Animal Agriculture

Large Scale 
Disease Outbreaks

Foreign Animal Disease 
Outbreaks

• Foot and Mouth Disease

• Swine Hemorrhagic 
Diseases African Swine Fever and 
Classical Swine Fever



Protecting Animal Agriculture

PRV/SB Domestic and Feral Swine 
• Free Swine Pseudorabies and Brucellosis

• Cooperative Surveillance Programs
• Swine Pseudorabies- 2001 (Free)
• Swine Brucellosis -1980 (Free)
• African Swine Fever (No occurrence) 
• Classical Swine Fever – 1970 (Free)

• Targeted Domestic Swine Surveillance
• High Risk: FSIS Condemned at Slaughter
• Culled Sows and Boars at Slaughter
• On Farm Testing
• Waste Feeders

• Feral Swine Testing (USDA WS)
• Pseudorabies detected in 16 counties
• Swine Brucellosis detected in 9 counties



Protecting Animal Agriculture

ASF-CSF Domestic and Feral Swine 
Swine Hemorrhagic Diseases 

• CEAH, November 2021



Protecting Animal Agriculture

ASF-CSF  Surveillance Report 
California Executive Summary  FY2019-FY2022 



Protecting Animal Agriculture

Education 
Areas to Maintain and or Increase

• California Reportable Conditions
• Conditions which pose or may pose significant threats 

to:

✓Animal Health

✓Environment

✓Food Supply

✓Public Health



Protecting Animal Agriculture

Education 
Areas to Maintain and or Increase

• Wild Pig: Feral swine mitigation  
✓Provide educational opportunities and/or materials to 

stakeholders

✓Materials to identify risks and solutions to at-risks 
groups

• Food Waste Feeders: 
✓Risks of feeding uncooked food waste to swine

✓Searches of illegal garbage feeding

• Risks of importing illegally contaminated meat 
products



Protecting Animal Agriculture

Resources



Protecting Animal Agriculture

Thank You



Economic Impacts on Farms and Ranches
Thursday, September 22

Katie Little, Policy Advocate
CA Farm Bureau



CA Agriculture Stats

• California has nearly 70,00 farms throughout the state

• Agriculture economy supports 1.2 millions jobs

• California is the top agricultural state in the nations (in cash receipts)

• Top 5 commodities:
• Diary Products

• Grapes

• Almonds

• Cattle and Calves

• Strawberries

https://www.cdfa.ca.gov/statistics/
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Estimated Damages

• Researchers surveyed California natural lands managers to gain an 
estimate of wild pig damage and found that during the three years 
included in the survey wild pig management costs reached over $11 
million. 

• Estimates vary, but one survey of California’s Agricultural 
Commissioners found damage to agricultural crops, fencing, roads, 
and trails reached $1.7 million for one year. 
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Damages Cont.

• Damage from wild pigs includes soil compaction, damage to native 
plants, reduced water quality, and impacts on other species including 
other game species, in particular, on deer and wild turkeys.

• In addition to the damage, wild pigs present a very real food safety 
risk. The E. coli 0157:H7 strains from people sickened in the 2006 
spinach outbreak matched those found in wild pigs on the farm 
growing the contaminated spinach
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Common Issues

• Where there are feral hogs, there are threats to farming and ranching. 
These animals will eat and uproot almost any crop. 

• Vegetables, nut and fruit crops are favorites.

• Pastureland makes an inviting place for herds to wallow, killing 
desired perennial grass species that provide feed to livestock. 

• Damaged pastures and rangeland increase operational reliance on 
outside feed sources, increasing farm input costs and decreasing 
overall land value.
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Wild Pigs Burrowing into newly 
planted rows
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Impacts on Livestock

• Disease transmission is the primary threat feral swine pose 
to livestock. Disease outbreaks spread by feral swine can be 
difficult and costly to manage and constitutes a significant 
economic risk. While foreign animal diseases, such as foot-
and-mouth disease and African swine fever, are currently 
absent in the United States, there is a growing concern that 
feral swine could spread these diseases, resulting in 
potentially devastating impacts to the livestock industry.
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Katie Little, Policy Advocate

klittle@cfbf.com
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USDA APHIS WS –Wild Pig Control

Dennis Orthmeyer  - State Director



Agricultural Damage

Row Crops - Corn, oats, wheat, 

soybean, peanuts, rice

Pasture – Grasses & desired plant 

species; encourages weed growth

Horticulture – Orchard, vineyards  

(leafy greens, carrot, nuts, berries, 

citrus, grapes)

Estimated $1.5 Billion Annual Damage



Agricultural Damage



Damage to property

• Destroy lawns, gardens, ornamental plantings & 

trees through rooting. 

• Damage to residential property, golf courses, parks, 

cemeteries, beaches



Damage to natural resources

72 Rare or T&E Plants in high impact pig range (CA)



Damage to cultural resources



USDA WS Disease program

▪ African Swine Fever

▪ Classical Swine Fever 

▪ Foot & Mouth Disease

▪ E. coli

▪ Hepatitis 

▪ Plague

▪ Psuedorabies (PRV)

▪ Salmonella

▪ Swine Influenza Virus

▪ Swine Brucellosis

▪ Toxoplasmosis

▪ Trichinella

▪ Tularemia    

✓ Opportunistic disease sampling

✓ Tests for up to 25 zoonotic diseases



▪ CA has an increasing pig population

▪ Studies show that 70% or more of a pig 

population must be removed each year to 

prevent population growth

▪ 84 % Private land ownership in high pig 

density 

▪ 94% of pigs harvested on private land

USDA WS Damage Management



Principals of Control Management

1. Access 

2. Refugia

3. Methods

4. Pressure

5. Time

6. Communication

Feral Swine/Wild Pig Solutions



Feral Swine/Wild Pig Solutions

• Legal Methods of Control (CA)

• Hunting License 

• Personal Hunts

• Guided Hunts

• PLM / SHARE Program Hunts

• Depredation Permit

• Landowner Encounter Law



Feral Swine/Wild Pig Solutions

Methods of Take

Must take into account… 

✓ Time 

✓ Effort 

✓ Costs



Method – Trapping 

Feral Swine/Wild Pig Solutions



Method - Pig Brig

Feral Swine/Wild Pig Solutions



Method - Drop Net

Feral Swine/Wild Pig Solutions



Method - Trapping at landfill

Feral Swine/Wild Pig Solutions



Sometimes …..

Feral Swine/Wild Pig Solutions



Solutions to Urban Pigs…?

Feral Swine/Wild Pig Solutions
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