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HERBICIDE USE ON CDFW LANDS

Krista Hoffmann, Ph.D.

CDFW Lands Program

Integrated Pest Management Coordinator 



CDFW’S 
MISSION

• California is a global 
biodiversity hotspot and 
CDFW’s mission is to support 
native species and habitat. 
Among the greatest threats to 
biodiversity is non-native and 
exotic vegetation. Herbicides 
are one of the many tools that 
the Department employs to 
target this threat.

CDFW Mission Statement: To manage California's diverse 
fish, wildlife, and plant resources, and the habitats upon 
which they depend, for their ecological values and for 
their use and enjoyment by the public.



Why hasn't CDFW eliminated all herbicide use?

IPM is an ecosystem-based strategy 
that uses a combination of proven, effective techniques.

“SOFTEST TOUCH”
Herbicides are one of 

the most selective tools 

available and often 

require minimal to no 

ground disturbance. 

EFFICACY
Any restoration or vegetation 

management project will 

require disturbance to habitat. 

Sustained efficacy and long-

term results are important 

outcomes.



WHICH HERBICIDE PRODUCTS ARE USED BY CDFW?



WHAT KIND OF LAWS, REGULATIONS, AND GUIDELINES 
ARE FOLLOWED TO MINIMIZE THE POTENTIAL FOR 
ENVIRONMENTAL HARM FROM HERBICIDE USE?



WHAT ARE THE RISKS ASSOCIATED WITH HERBICIDE 
USE AND HOW ARE THESE MITIGATED BY THE CDFW?



DO I NEED TO BE WORRIED ABOUT HERBICIDES 
BEING APPLIED IN OR AROUND A CDFW-OWNED 

PROPERTY I FREQUENT?



GLYPHOSATE
PRODUCTS



Aquatic 
Toxicity



SUMMARY

• Risk is associated with the 
misuse of any tool

• Selective and judicious 
applications of herbicides 
can be the “softest touch” 
in a restoration setting

• Efficiency, efficacy, and 
long-term results are key 
to minimizing habitat 
impacts and maximizing 
the benefits



THANK YOU

• Krista Hoffmann
• 916-996-8019
• Krista.hoffmann@wildlife.ca.gov
• wildlife.ca.gov/Lands



Herbicide Questionnaire Feedback

• Input accepted for 3 ½ weeks

• 25 commenters
• 21 supportive of some herbicide use (16 with specific edits/suggestions)
• 4 unsupportive of herbicide use (2 focused on glyphosate, 1 with specific edits)

• Many comments recommended a more general, simplified approach – combining 
questions and adjusting their order

• Many comments focused on an Integrated Pest Management (IPM) approach to describe 
and justify all control methods, chemical and non-chemical



Commenters
• Kirk Lennington, Midpeninsula Open Space District

• Erin Woolley, Sierra Club

• Megan Cleveland, TNC

• Julian Meisler, Sonoma Land Trust

• Krista Hoffman, CDFW

• Matt Frietas, American Rivers 

• Kim Konte, Non-Toxic Neighborhoods

• Frank Franz, Non-Toxic Neighborhoods

• Gianna Setoudeh, South Yuba River Citizens League

• Megan Kaun, Sonoma Safe Ag Safe Schools

• Matt Gause, Westervelt

• Andrea Williams, CNPS

• Doug Johnson, Cal-IPC

• Katherine Holmes, Solano RCD

• Emily Zefferman, RCD of Monterey Co

• Kathleen Ave

• Kathryn Phillips

• Jon Kaufman, President, Claremont Canyon Conservancy

• Andrew Werner

• Craig Dremann

• Chris Carlson, Sonoma Land Trust

• Keshav

• Betsy Stapleton, Scott River Watershed Council

• David Webb



Updates to 
Herbicide 
Questionnaire:

• Add preamble regarding overall intent
• Minor technical and grammatical edits
• Change question order to be more logical and 

sequential
• Describe and justify all proposed control methods, 

not just herbicides
• Describe potential impacts from all control 

methods (not just herbicides), and ways to 
minimize/reduce impacts

• Remove glyphosate-specific questions
• Add question on qualifications and sources

• Prepare guidance for staff based on updated 
questionnaire



Soap Creek Ridge

- Withdrawn





Pereira Ranch



Item 6. Recovery of Funds

Fund Name Amount
General Fund $24,889.70
Safe Neighborhood Parks, Clean Water, Clean Air, and Coastal Protection Bond 
Fund $0.00
Habitat Conservation Fund $185,253.05
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund $0.01
California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal Protection 
Fund $7,633.20
Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal 
Protection Fund of 2006 $107,286.65
Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Fund of 2014 $398,741.58
The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor 
Access For All Act of 2018 $7,202.00

Total Recoveries for All Funds $731,006.19



San Joaquin Marsh



    



16. Imperial Wildlife Area Wetland Restoration, Units W11, W12, & Y15
Slide 1

Flooded Wetland Unit



16. Imperial Wildlife Area Wetland 
Restoration, Units W11, W12, & Y15
Slide 2

• Left: Water delivery 
ditch, choked with 
vegetation
• Right: Water delivery 
ditch to be replaced with 
pipe



16. Imperial Wildlife Area Wetland 
Restoration, Units W11, W12, & Y15
Slide 3

Invasive salt cedar removal



16. Imperial Wildlife Area Wetland Restoration, Units W11, W12, & Y15
Slide 4

Left: Pipeline Valve with rock to prevent erosion

Right: Pipeline Installation



16. Imperial Wildlife Area 
Wetland Restoration, 

Units W11, W12, & Y15
Slide 5

Desired condition with watergrass 
growing within wetland unit.



Imperial Wildlife Area





17. Climate Resilience Through Habitat Restoration
Slide 2

Block Grant – Context

Leveraging resources to expand capacity to realize the state’s natural 
lands conservation goals.

CARCD
• Networking and coordination of RCDs
• Successful management of previous block grants funded by WCB
• JEDI Program Manager

RCDs
• Existing, longstanding statewide network
• Directly serving communities over multiple generations 
• Longstanding and diverse partnerships
• Excellent position to increase pace and scale of conservation

Images courtesy of California Association of Resource Conservation Districts



17. Climate Resilience Through Habitat Restoration, Slide 3

Block Grant - Workflow



17. Climate Resilience 
Through Habitat Restoration

Slide 4
Conservation Goals:

Monarch/Pollinator habitat:
• 30 monarch/pollinator habitat restoration projects on working lands; 
• 25 monarch/pollinator habitat restoration projects on public lands; 
• Improve at least 5 monarch/pollinator overwintering sites on public lands or private property; 
Habitat restoration:
• 19 wildlife habitat restoration projects on public and private (wetlands, oak woodlands, 

riparian corridors, foothill grasslands, flood plains, desert, and forest);
Working lands:
• Implement carbon farm plans on at least 40 sites.
• Develop additional carbon farm plans and implement additional projects as opportunities 

arise.



17. Climate Resilience 
Through Habitat 

Restoration
Slide 5

Example candidate riparian area for 
revegetation, adjacent to cultivated vineyard.

Images courtesy of California Association of 
Resource Conservation Districts



17. Climate Resilience 
Through Habitat Restoration
Slide 6

Left: Example riparian plan map

Right: Example soil map to determine 
available water capacity.

Images courtesy of California Association of Resource Conservation Districts



17. Climate Resilience 
Through Habitat Restoration

Slide 7

Left: Example hedgerow design

Right: Hedgerow planting

Images courtesy of California Association of Resource Conservation Districts and Audubon California



17. Climate 
Resilience Through 
Habitat Restoration

Slide 8

Images courtesy of California 
Association of Resource Conservation 

Districts



RCDs: Boots on the ground to meet California’s 30 x 30 Goals

• Deep connections and existing relationships 
with stakeholders 

• RCDs serve farmers, ranchers, and other 
community stakeholders like schools, 
parks, local non-profits, community 
gardens, and more

• Local knowledge, conservation project 
expertise, key partnerships with agencies 
and NGOs, community connection, and 
passion for conservation 

• On-the-ground partners, working with 
stakeholders to get conservation work done



RCD Work

• Technical Assistance and Planning

• Project Implementation on the ground

• Monitoring, Maintenance, Reporting

• Outreach & Education



• “Recovering and Sustaining Monarch and Pollinator Populations” 
(Completed March 2022):
• Grant enabled 11 RCDs to implement 13 projects which added crucial western  

monarch breeding, nectar, and overwintering  sites
• RCDs increased community awareness resulting in community involvement in 

protecting and restoring/creating habitat for monarchs in California.
• 62 acres of breeding habitat, 58 acres of nectar habitat, and 17 acres of 

overwintering habitat, 62 acres under improved management
• Key Partner – Xerces Society

• “Enhancing Wildlife Habitat & Carbon Sequestration on Working Lands” 
(Closing Dec. 2022):
• Grant enabling 10 RCDs to implement multiple CFP and habitat restoration 

projects
• Surpassed target of 44 carbon farm plans – will yield 60+
• At least 5 streamflow enhancement plans & 5 LandSmart water plans
• Outreach: 100+ Site visits; workshops; demonstration days
• Key partner – Carbon Cycle Institute

SUCCESS AND EXPERIENCE TO BUILD ON!

WCB/CARCD block grant accomplishments… so far



Proposed block grant – Amplifying impact of RCDs & partnerships

• Leverage existing relationships and partnerships
• Collaboration among RCDs
• All RCDs benefit from expertise of partners
• Collaboration among partners
• Resource sharing
• Reduced administrative burden frees up RCD 

resources for project activities



CARCD Block Grant Experience and Capacity

• CARCD has managed block grants from the following funders:
• Wildlife Conservation Board
• Bechtel Foundation 
• US Forest Service – International Programs
• National Fish and Wildlife Foundation 
• Monarch Joint Venture
• Resource Legacy Fund 
• CAL Fire
• California Department of Food and Agriculture
• US Forest Service
• NRCS

• CARCD is being approached by agencies to collaborate on block grants

• Building capacity by adding staff, streamlined systems



    



Degraded meadows 

(Bottom left image credit: 
South Yuba River Citizens 

League)

18. Climate Smart 
Meadow Restoration

Slide 1



18. Climate Smart 
Meadow Restoration

Slide 2

Restoration examples



18. Climate Smart 
Meadow Restoration

Slide 3

SIERRA MEADOWS PARTNERSHIP

Students and Teachers 
Restoring A Watershed 

(STRAW)
(Image credit: Point Blue)



18. Climate Smart Meadow 
Restoration

Slide 4

Increasing the Pace, Scale, and 
Efficacy of Sierra Meadow 

Restoration: WCB Block Grant



18. Climate Smart 
Meadow Restoration

Slide 5

Why Are Healthy Meadows So Important?

Water
improve water quality 
reduce downstream flooding 
natural reservoirs
headwaters of most of our water

Carbon Sinks

Biological Diversity Hotspots

Climate Refugia



18. Climate Smart 
Meadow Restoration

Slide 6

Biological Diversity
 Birds, fish, amphibians, pollinators, deer fawning 

 Special status species

 Keystone habitat for Sierra birds



18. Climate Smart Meadow Restoration
Slide 7

>50% (>100,000 ac.) of Meadow are Degraded



Sierra Meadows Partnership
Restore & protect 30,000 acres by 2030 that 

enhance water, carbon, and biodiversity benefits

18. Climate Smart 
Meadow Restoration

Slide 8



Broad Coalition of NGO’s, Government 
(federal, state, local), Universities, Private 

corporations

18. Climate Smart Meadow Restoration
Slide 9



18. Climate Smart 
Meadow 

Restoration
Slide 10



Progress Towards 30,000-acre goal
Restoration
• Over 3000 acres restored
• 5400 acres in implementation phase
• 2900 acres in planning phase

Land Protection
• 4,961 acres 

18. Climate Smart 
Meadow Restoration

Slide 11



Accelerate Progress Increase Impact 

• 6,000 acres of restoration

• 4,000 acres restoration planning

• 2,500 acres of next priorities identified

• Technical assistance to advance restoration/stewardship

• Outreach/community engagement/DEI

18. Climate Smart 
Meadow Restoration

Slide 12



Partnership Driven Project Selection
• SMP Management Board develops criteria 

and evaluates projects
• Public Solicitation Notice
• Develop a rubric to score projects based on:

• Impact- multiple benefits 
• Durability
• Sierra- WRAMP monitoring plan
• DEIJ 
• Community engagement/support
• Strengthen and grow SMP

• Collective expertise of SMP should result in 
greatest impact 18. Climate Smart 

Meadow Restoration
Slide 13



18. Climate Smart Meadow 
Restoration
Slide 14

Unhealthy meadow (top left) and healthy meadow (bottom left)
(Image credit: American Rivers)



 



Building Wildlife-friendly Resilience and Equity in 
California’s Working Landscapes
Slide 2

Graphic courtesy of Point Blue Conservation Science



19. Building Wildlife-
Friendly Resilience in 
Working Landscapes
Slide 3

Image courtesy of Point Blue Conservation Science

Point Blue project area and 
Disadvantaged 
Communities.



Building 
Wildlife-
friendly 
Resilience and 
Equity in 
California’s 
Working 
Landscapes
Slide 4

Project milestones:
• Restore 5 mi riparian habitat
• Restore 40,000 ac of upland habitat
• Implement projects in a minimum of 35 

counties across California
• Implement at least 50% of restoration 

projects in disadvantaged communities
• Partner with 200 land managers 
• Engage a minimum of 8,000 volunteers in 

restoration implementation



19. Building Wildlife-Friendly Resilience in Working 
Landscapes

Slide 5
Images courtesy of Point Blue Conservation Science

Students active in 
restoration through 
STRAW Program.



19. Building 
Wildlife-Friendly 
Resilience in 
Working 
Landscapes
Slide 6

Example riparian restoration 
project (cattle exclusion and 
planting).

Images courtesy of Point Blue Conservation Science



19. Building Wildlife-Friendly Resilience in Working 
Landscapes

Slide 7
Images courtesy of Point Blue Conservation Science

Sample project type: 
riparian restoration (16 
years).



19. Building Wildlife-Friendly Resilience in Working 
Landscapes

Slide 8
Images courtesy of Point Blue Conservation Science

Sample project type: 
Beaver Dam Analog (1 
year).



19. Building Wildlife-Friendly Resilience in Working 
Landscapes

Slide 9
Images courtesy of Point Blue Conservation Science

Sample project type: 
Zeedyk (“one-rock dam”) 
structure (1 year).



19. Building Wildlife-Friendly Resilience in Working 
Landscapes

Slide 10
Graphics courtesy of Point Blue Conservation Science

Performance evaluation 
tool for plant success.



19. Building Wildlife-
Friendly Resilience in 
Working Landscapes
Slide 11

• Images courtesy of Point Blue Conservation Science and the 
California Association of Resource Conservation Districts



Building wildlife-friendly resilience and equity 
on California’s working landscapes

Partnering with the California Wildlife Conservation Board to advance 
30x30 statewide through community-centered restoration 



Core Capabilities across 57 years  



California’s farms and ranches represent critical 
value for wildlife habitat, climate resilience and 
community engagement 



Leveraging 30 years of community-based restoration and 
conservation stewardship expertise 



Dedicated staff and 
meaningful 
partnerships working 
across 35 counties
● Conservation planning and 

implementation supported on 
more than 800,000 acres

● Implemented 40+ miles of 
riparian corridor restoration 
implemented

● Relationships built with 
California Tribal Communities 
in more than 9 counties to 
date



Project Goals
Restore wildlife habitat on farms and ranches across 
California.Restore

Direct > 50% of funding to projects that support 
projects with California Native American Tribes, 
disadvantaged communities, and underserved 
individuals*.

Direct

Engage communities in building ecological resilience. Engage

*Underserved: self identifies as either (1) socially disadvantaged group as defined by the 
Farmer Equity Act (AB 1348)  (2) limited resource (3) beginning  farmer or rancher (4) 
Military Veterans or (5) qualifies for Free and Reduced Lunch Programs



Building equity

• Prioritized  in project selection & 
success  evaluated through an 
equity gap analysis

• Distribution of funds prioritized to  
serve disadvantaged communities & 
California Native American Tribes

• > 2000 underserved students and 
teachers will participate directly in 
restoration 



Creating wildlife habitat through a transparent and inclusive 
process that we can learn from



Community-Centered Restoration Success Metrics

> 230 wildlife-beneficial restoration practices:

> 100 riparian 
restorations

> 30 
hedgerow 
plantings

> 30 oak 
woodland 

restorations

> 60 pollinator 
habitat 

restorations

> 10 beaver 
dam analog 
installations

Additional 
practices

At least 8,000 community volunteers & 200 
producers + partners



Project Outcomes: ecological and social 
benefits of farm and ranches increased 



Partnering across California to advance 30x30

"To conserve 30% of California’s lands and coastal waters by 2030, the 
audacious is not only possible, it is necessary … Point Blue brings the 
science that will help us meaningfully protect and restore biodiversity, 
expand access to nature, and build resilience to climate change. We have 
to move at a pace and scale like we never have before, and we look 
forward to working with Point Blue in showing the world that people 
and nature can thrive together."   

- California Natural Resources Secretary Wade Crowfoot, October 2022



Thank You.



    



20. Trinity Alps 
Forest Restoration

Slide 1

Castle Crags viewed from the Pacific 
Crest Trail.

Image credit: Trust for Public Land



20. Trinity Alps Forest Restoration
Slide 2

Landscape views in the project area 
(Image credit: Trust of Public Land)



20. Trinity Alps Forest Restoration
Slide 3

Above: Access road in the project area

Left: Failing culverts 
(Image credit: Siskiyou Restoration Group and GeoServ, Inc.)



20. Trinity Alps 
Forest 
Restoration
Slide 4

Culvert removal example
(Image credit: Siskiyou Restoration 
Group and GeoServ, Inc.)



20. Trinity Alps Forest Restoration
Slide 5

Culvert removal example
(Image credit: Siskiyou Restoration Group and GeoServ, Inc.)



20. Trinity Alps 
Forest 
Restoration
Slide 6

Trinity River



 



21. Battle Creek 
Confluence Sidechannel
Restoration Planning
Slide 1

Looking upstream of the Sacramento River viewing the proposed side 
channel outlet (right). Backwater at the downstream end of Project site 
is visible at center right of photo.



21. Battle Creek 
Confluence 
Sidechannel
Restoration Planning
Slide 2

Aerial map showing 
possible alternatives with 
multiple side 
channels/dimensions.



21. Battle Creek 
Confluence 
Sidechannel
Restoration Planning
Slide 3

Example of proposed arched culvert 
with natural stream bottom. 



21. Battle Creek Confluence 
Sidechannel Restoration 

Planning
Slide 4

Largely vegetation-free mid-
site location of the side 
channel.



21. Battle Creek Confluence 
Sidechannel Restoration 

Planning
Slide 5

View from head of site looking 
downstream with mainstem 
Sacramento River visible on the 
right. Near the proposed inlet to be 
cut to allow Sacramento River 
water entrance to the reconnected 
side channel.



  



22. Sierra Valley 
Conservation Area, 

Expansion 7 (Bates Ranch)
Slide 1

View looking to the east over subject 
Property



22. Sierra Valley 
Conservation Area, 

Expansion 7 (Bates Ranch)
Slide 2

View of wetlands looking northerly over 
the subject Property



22. Sierra Valley 
Conservation 
Area, Expansion 
7 (Bates Ranch)
Slide 3

Spring flowers over the 
western portion of the 
Property



22. Sierra Valley 
Conservation Area, 

Expansion 7 (Bates Ranch)
Slide 4

Marble Hot Springs Road which crosses 
the Property



22. Sierra Valley 
Conservation Area, 

Expansion 7 (Bates Ranch)
Slide 5

Sandhill cranes on the subject Property



22. Sierra Valley 
Conservation Area, 

Expansion 7 (Bates Ranch)
Slide 6

Pronghorn grazing in the sage scrub 
habitat on the Property



23. Cortina Ridge Sawato Kamitlitarro 
Wildlife Crossing

Withdrawn from consideration at this time.





33. Salmon Creek School Water Conservation, 
Augmentation slide 1

 Salmon Creek is home to populations of both 
California central coast coho salmon (federally 
listed as endangered species) and steelhead trout 
(federally listed as threatened species)

 Assessments of water quality and instream habitat 
indicate that low summer stream flows is one of the 
primary issues impairing ecological function of 
Salmon Creek

 Salmon Creek typically has more than adequate 
streamflow during the rainy season and early 
summer, but following the end of spring rains, 
discharge drops steadily through the summer into 
fall

 Coho Partnership research shows that restoration of 
very small increments of flow in streams 
comparable in size to Salmon Creek can 
dramatically reduce the incidence of flow 
disconnection, and its spatial and temporal extents Credit: Gold Ridge RCD



33. Salmon Creek School Water Conservation, 
Augmentation slide 2

 Project implementation will increase 
summer baseflow through the upper 
and middle reaches of Salmon Creek, 
which include areas of documented 
coho use and experience extremely 
low flows and disconnection during the 
late dry season

 The Project will eliminate the annual 
extraction of up to 1.5 million gallons of 
water from a shallow, near-stream 
alluvial well for playing field irrigation at 
Salmon Creek School

 The Project will implement a suite of 
irrigation water conservation measures 
and construct a 517,000-gallon 
rainwater catchment system

Rendering of concrete cistern from playing field, with seat wall and mural
Credit: Prunuske Chatham, Inc.



24. Salmon Creek 
School Water 
Conservation, 
Augmentation
Slide 3

Cistern Construction



24. Salmon 
Creek School 

Water 
Conservation, 
Augmentation

Slide 4

 Original Project Cost $3,755,390
• WCB Funded $2,067,390
 Increased Costs $2,230,058
• WCB Proposed Funding Increase $1,230,000

• Summary of Significant Cost Increases:
 Earthwork costs increased $473,610
 Concrete costs increased $273,212
 Cistern costs increased $896,035
 Utilities relocation and trenching $269,265





25. Bale Slough - Bear 
Creek Tributary 
Restoration
Slide 1

• Project detail 
map showing the 
three phases of 
implementation. 
Group A is being 
proposed for 
funding.



25. Bale Slough - Bear 
Creek Tributary 
Restoration
Slide 2

• Existing conditions in Bale Slough during high flows. Photos are 
looking downstream toward the confluence with the Napa River. 
Credit Napa RCD.



25. Bale Slough - Bear Creek 
Tributary Restoration
Slide 3

• Severely eroded bank in Bale Slough, June 
2022. 



25. Bale Slough - Bear Creek 
Tributary Restoration

Slide 4

Proposed site of secondary 
channel and “oak island”. The area 
shown is reclaimed vineyard 
donated by the landowner.



25. Bale Slough - Bear 
Creek Tributary 
Restoration
Slide 5

Examples of restored conditions on the Napa River, June 2022. 
Credit Napa RCD.



     



26. Mammoth 395 Wildlife Crossing Planning 
Slide 1

• Eastern Sierra Nevada Region
• Alpine meets high desert
• Abundant wildlife

• Mule Deer Migration 
• Summer in High Sierra feeding grounds
• Winter in lowlands

• Popular recreational and tourist destination
• Hiking and camping
• Hunting and fishing
• Sightseeing

Eastern Sierras

Photo: CDFW



26. Mammoth 395 Wildlife Crossing Planning 
Slide 2

Project Location

• U.S. Highway 395 Between Crowley Lake and 
Town of Mammoth Lakes

• Worst Wildlife-Vehicle Collision hot spot in the 
Eastern Sierra Nevada 

• Annual Average of 57 Deer-Vehicle Collisions

• 55% Decline in Casa Diablo Mule Deer Herd 
Since 2014

• NFWF 2020 California State Action Plan 
• Area identified as a priority mule deer 

migration corridor

• Listed on California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife Barrier Priorities List

• Mule deer
• Mountain lion
• Black bear
• Sage grouse



26. Mammoth 395 Wildlife Crossing Planning 
Slide 3

U. S. Highway 395 in Project Area

Photo: Google Maps



26. Mammoth 395 Wildlife Crossing Planning 
Slide 4

Culvert Under U. S. Highway 395

Multifaceted Approach

• 18 Miles of Wildlife Exclusion Fencing
• Wildlife jump-outs
• Cattleguards

• Undercrossing Improvements 
• One existing and construction of three new 

undercrossings

• Construction of Two Wildlife Overcrossings 

• Intelligent Transportation Systems Elements 
(i.e., flashing beacons). 

Photo: WCB



26. Mammoth 395 Wildlife Crossing Planning 
Slide 5

Mule Deer
Photo: CDFW

Mountain Lion
Photo: CDFW

Project Elements

• Technical Studies and Field Surveys
• Biological, cultural, historical, visual, 

and paleontological resources

• Environmental Review
• CEQA and NEPA documents
• Eastern Sierra Wildlife Stewardship 

Team review
• Public review and meeting

• Designs
• 45% level of design for project 

components
• Caltrans Project Report

Black Bear
Photo: CDFW

Sage Grouse
Photo: CDFW





27. Agoura Hills - Santa 
Monica Mountains Gateway

Slide 1

• View looking southwest from 
property with hillside savannah 
and oaks in front of Ladyface
Mountain in background. 



27. Agoura Hills - Santa 
Monica Mountains Gateway

Slide 2

• Looking southeast up short 
drainage on property with 
blooming wildflowers and 
Dudleya.  Subject property goes 
to ridgeline and MRCA’s Triangle 
Ranch is beyond ridgeline. 



27. Agoura Hills - Santa 
Monica Mountains 

Gateway
Slide 3

Aerial overview looking south at subject 
property. Commercial development and 

highway 101 to the south. 



     



28. Newhall Pass I-5 Wildlife Crossing Design
Slide 1

Newhall Pass

• Santa Susana Mountains

• Oak woodlands and chapparal
• Provide connectivity to the Santa Monica 

Mountains

• San Gabriel Mountains
• 346,177 acres protected by the San Gabriel 

Mountains National Monument

• High level of biodiversity

• Major Transportation Corridor
• Interstate 5 (I-5)
• State Route 14 (SR 14)

Project Location



28. Newhall Pass I-5 Wildlife Crossing Design
Slide 2

Interstate 5 at Newhall Pass Photo: WCB



28. Newhall Pass I-5 Wildlife Crossing Design
Slide 3

Photo: CDFW

• California Essential Connectivity Area

• Regional Importance

• Rim of the Valley Corridor
• Los Angeles County Significant 

Ecological Areas

• I-5 at Newhall Pass Listed on California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife Barrier 
Priorities List (Barrier W047)
• Mountain Lions

• Mule Deer



28. Newhall Pass I-5 Wildlife Crossing Design
Slide 4

Project Elements

• Public Outreach

• Feasibility Study and Identification of
Alternatives

• 30% Designs 

• 60% Designs

• Environmental Review

• Caltrans Project Initiation 
Documentation

Photo: WCB



28. Newhall Pass I-5 Wildlife Crossing Design
Slide 5

Western Gray Squirrel
Photo: George Afghan, www.inaturalist.org

Greater Roadrunner
Photo: Jake Scott, www.inaturalist.org

California Quail
Photo: Taylor, www.inaturalist.org

Project Benefits

• Reduce risk of mountain lion 
extirpation due to inbreeding

• Improve habitat connectivity for 
several sensitive species

• Reduction of vehicle and wildlife 
collisions

• Increase climate change resilience

American Badger
Photo: Chris Fisher, www.inaturalist.org



29. 2023 
Board 
Meeting 
Dates

• Thursday, February 16, 2023, 10:00 a.m. 
• Thursday, May 25, 2023, 10:00 a.m. 
• Thursday, August 24, 2023, 10:00 a.m. 
• Thursday, November 16, 2023, 10:00 a.m. 



Next Board meeting – February 16, 2023,  10:00 am – CNRA HQ

Trinity Alps
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