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Human Uses Along Southern California 
Coast
• Iconic coastline
• Heavily populated
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Following an Oil Spill, People May:

• Be prohibited from using recreation areas that are closed due 
to the spill

• Stay home instead of recreate along the shoreline
• Switch recreation sites or activities to be farther from the spill
• Use spill-impacted sites but have a less enjoyable experience

• These are all spill-related injuries
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Focus of Human Use Assessment

• Spill-affected recreation
• Losses to businesses addressed by private claims 

(not the Trustee agencies)
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Petroleum is Toxic and Unpleasant

• Health hazard 
• Environmental hazard
• Unpleasant odor
• Sticks to skin and clothing
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Recreation Areas are Closed
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Confidential Settlement Communication: FRE 408 Ca. Evid. 
Code 1152. Do not cite, disclose, or distribute
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10

Closures to prevent 
consumption of oil
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Information Affects Recreation Choices 
and Enjoyment

11



P0
05

47
 In

ci
de

nt
 N

R
D

A

Media 
Coverage

12



P0
05

47
 In

ci
de

nt
 N

R
D

A
Information Releases from Public 
Agencies
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Advisories Posted at Recreation Sites
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Response Activities at Open Beaches
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Scope of Assessment
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Determining Damages
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Conventional Methodology

• Damages = 
(Number of Affected Trips) x (Lost Value per Affected Trip)
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During and Immediately after Spill
• Ground counts and interviews 

of recreators
• Documentation of spill 

advisories and closures
• Overflight photography of 

people along the shoreline
• Interviews of recreation-

oriented businesses
• Mail surveys of general public
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Photo by Mark Holtzman Photography (10/2/2022)

Compiling Information Collected by 
Others
• Third party photography of Pacific Airshow
• Lifeguard estimates and counts of 

beachgoers
• California State Parks information on 

parking and visitation
• California Recreational Fishing Survey
• Coastal weather conditions in Orange and 

San Diego Counties (spill and reference 
periods)
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Anniversary Data Collection

• Ground surveys and overflight 
photography along Orange and San 
Diego County Coastline

• Ground surveys and overflight 
photography during Pacific Air Show

• Recreator interviews and counts on piers 
in the fisheries closure area

• Boat counts and ground interviews of 
boaters around Newport and Dana Point 
Harbors

• Supplemental data collection in Los 
Angeles County (for reference)
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Next Steps

• Evaluate data
• Quantify baseline and lost use
• Estimate value of affected trips
• Combine estimates of loss across categories of use

25



P0
05

47
 In

ci
de

nt
 N

R
D

A

Photo by P00547 Natural Resource Trustees

26


	HUMAN USES
	Human Uses Along Southern California Coast
	What is Covered by the Human Use Assessment?
	Following an Oil Spill, People May:
	Focus of Human Use Assessment
	Why Might Oil Spills Affect Recreation?
	Petroleum is Toxic and Unpleasant
	Recreation Areas are Closed
	Closures to prevent contact with oil or response workers
	Closures to prevent consumption of oil
	Information Affects Recreation Choices and Enjoyment
	Media Coverage
	Information Releases from Public Agencies
	Advisories Posted at Recreation Sites
	Response Activities at Open Beaches
	Scope of Closures and Advisories
	Scope of Assessment
	Recreation Overview
	Determining Damages
	Conventional Methodology
	Types of Information Collected
	During and Immediately after Spill
	Compiling Information Collected by Others
	Anniversary Data Collection
	Next Steps
	Final Slide in Human Uses Presentation 



