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29B. DEPARTMENT MARINE REGION

Today’s Item Information ☒ Action ☐ 

The Department will highlight items of note since the last Commission meeting. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A) 

Background 

The Department’s Marine Region will provide a verbal update on items of interest since the last 
Commission meeting. Updates will include: 

I. Outcomes of the International Pacific Halibut Commission annual meeting held 
January 23-27, 2023 

II. Update and public discussion on Department actions during the recreational 
Dungeness crab fishing season to protect humpback whales, blue whales, and/or 
Pacific leatherback sea turtles (pursuant to Section 29.80) 

Department news releases of interest are provided as exhibits 1 and 2. 

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation (N/A) 

Exhibits 

1. Department news release: New Recreational Groundfish Fishing Regulations Coming 
In The New Year, dated December 20, 2022 

2. Department news release: CDFW Lifts Trap Restrictions In The Commercial And 
Recreational Dungeness Crab Fisheries, dated January 11,  2023 

Motion (N/A) 



New Recreational Groundfish Fishing Regulations 

Coming In The New Year 
December 20, 2022 

 

Changes to recreational fishing seasons, depth limits and bag limits for a variety of groundfish 

species will be implemented in 2023. 

The new regulations were adopted by the Pacific Fishery Management Council in June 2022 
and the California Fish and Game Commission in November 2022 and are expected to take 

effect on or around Jan. 1, 2023. As in previous years, the boat-based fishery for most 

groundfish species will be closed statewide beginning Jan. 1, while spear divers and shore-
based anglers will continue to have year-round fishing opportunities for groundfish. 

For groundfish including Rockfish, Cabezon and Greenling (RCG) as well as lingcod, the boat-

based seasons will bring a mix of increased and reduced fishing opportunities, depending on 
the species. Unlike prior years, all Groundfish Management Areas will have a portion of the 

season when ‘all-depth’ fishing is allowed and anglers are not subject to the Rockfish 

Conservation Area (RCA) depth constraints. This allows new fishing opportunities for deeper-



water shelf and slope rockfish, which are most abundant in areas that have been previously 

closed to recreational groundfish fishing. The following is a summary of the new boat-based 
regulations for RCG species and lingcod in each management area: 

Southern Management Area between 34°27' N. latitude (Point Conception) and the 
U.S./Mexico border: 

For nearshore rockfish, cabezon and greenlings: closed Jan. 1 through March 31, open at all 
depths April 1 through Sept. 15, closed Sept. 16 through Dec. 31. 

For all other rockfish (shelf and slope species) and lingcod: closed Jan. 1 through March 31, 

open at all depths April 1 through Sept. 15. From Sept. 16 through Dec. 31, take of shelf and 
slope rockfish and lingcod is open seaward of the 50 fathom RCA line. Take is prohibited 
shoreward of the 50 fathom RCA line. 

Additional regulations still apply within the Cowcod Conservation Areas. 

Central Management Area between 37°11' N. latitude (Pigeon Point) and 34°27' N. latitude 
(Point Conception): 

For nearshore rockfish, cabezon and greenlings: closed Jan. 1 through April 30, open at all 
depths May 1 through Sept. 30, closed Oct. 1 through Dec. 31. 

For all other rockfish (shelf and slope species) and lingcod: closed Jan. 1 through April 30, 

open at all depths May 1 through Sept. 30. From Oct. 1 through Dec. 31, take of shelf and 

slope rockfish and lingcod is open seaward of the 50 fathom RCA line. Take is prohibited 
shoreward of the 50 fathom RCA line. 

San Francisco Management Area between 38°57.5' N. latitude (Point Arena) and 37°11' N. 
latitude (Pigeon Point): 

For nearshore rockfish, cabezon and greenlings: closed Jan. 1 through July 15, open at all 
depths July 16 through Dec. 31. 

For all other rockfish (shelf and slope species) and lingcod: closed Jan. 1 through May 14. 

From May 15 through July 15, take of shelf and slope rockfish and lingcod is open seaward of 
the 50 fathom RCA line. Take is prohibited shoreward of the 50 fathom RCA line. From July 16 
through Dec. 31, open at all depths. 

Mendocino Management Area between 40°10' N. latitude (near Cape Mendocino) and 38°57.5' 
N. latitude (Point Arena): 

For nearshore rockfish, cabezon and greenlings: closed Jan. 1 through July 15, open at all 
depths July 16 through Dec. 31. 

For all other rockfish (shelf and slope species) and lingcod: closed Jan. 1 through May 14. 

From May 15 through July 15, take of shelf and slope rockfish and lingcod is open seaward of 



the 50 fathom RCA line. Take is prohibited shoreward of the 50 fathom RCA line. From July 16 

through Dec. 31, open at all depths. 

Northern Management Area between the California/Oregon state line and 40°10' N. latitude 
(near Cape Mendocino): 

For rockfish, cabezon, greenlings and lingcod: closed Jan. 1 through May 14, open at all 
depths May 15 through Oct. 15, closed Oct. 16 through Dec. 31. 

Anglers will need to identify rockfish species they catch, and beginning in 2023, be able to 

determine if the fish is categorized as a nearshore (PDF)(opens in new tab), shelf (PDF)(opens 

in new tab) or slope (PDF)(opens in new tab) rockfish species, as different seasons and depths 
apply to each category depending on the Groundfish Management Area and month. The RCG 

bag limit will remain at 10 fish in combination of rockfish, cabezon and greenlings, with sub-

bag limits of not more than four vermilion (PDF) rockfish, one copper (PDF) rockfish and 
one quillback (PDF) rockfish. Take and possession of cowcod, yelloweye and bronzespotted 
rockfish will remain prohibited. 

The new groundfish regulations are a significant departure from the fishing seasons and 

depth limits that anglers are accustomed to and are necessary due to scientific information 

suggesting that copper rockfish and quillback rockfish populations are in severe decline. The 

season structures for each management area were developed in consultation with fishing 
industry representatives, non-governmental organizations and state, federal and tribal 

governments, and were designed to provide the greatest amount of groundfish fishing time 
and opportunity to anglers throughout the year. 

“While recognizing there are concerns with copper and quillback rockfish that will reduce 

nearshore fishing time in the near-term, the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 

(CDFW) is excited to offer recreational anglers new deeper-water and offshore bank and reef 
opportunities for groundfish that have been closed for more than two decades,” said CDFW 

Environmental Program Manager Marci Yaremko. “We look forward to seeing the diversity of 

healthy species come across the docks in the coming years as significant new fishing grounds 
will now be available to recreational angling.” 

There are also changes for several species that have been subject to boat-based closures in 
the past, which may offer new alternatives for boat-based anglers as early as January. They 
include: 

New year-round opportunities: ocean whitefish, California scorpionfish, leopard shark, 

soupfin shark, Dover sole, English sole, arrowtooth flounder, spiny dogfish, skates, ratfish, 

grenadiers, finescale codling, Pacific cod, Pacific whiting, sablefish and thornyheads will now 
be open year-round in all depths, statewide. 

Boat-based fishing for California sheephead, will be open from March 1 through Dec. 31, 
statewide. The bag limit, regardless of fishing mode, will decrease from five fish to two fish. 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Groundfish/Nearshore-Shelf-And-Slope
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=36305&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=36552&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=36552&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=36553&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=138378&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=197164&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=197176&inline


To meet harvest goals, the recreational groundfish fishery is subject to in-season regulatory 

changes. Please stay informed by visiting CDFW’s summary of recreational groundfish fishing 
regulations webpage before fishing. 

 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Ocean/Regulations/Groundfish-Summary
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Ocean/Regulations/Groundfish-Summary


CDFW Lifts Trap Restrictions In The Commercial And 

Recreational Dungeness Crab Fisheries 
 January 11, 2023 

 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) will lift the Dungeness crab trap 

prohibition in Fishing Zones 3-6 (all areas south of the Sonoma/Mendocino county line) for 
the recreational fishery on Jan. 14, 2023 at 8:01 a.m. CDFW will lift the 50 percent commercial 

fishery trap reduction in Fishing Zones 3-6 on Jan. 15, 2023 at 8:01 a.m. The current 50 

percent trap reduction for the commercial fishery and trap prohibition in the recreational 
fishery will remain in place until lifted on the respective dates. 



Based on available data and as indicated by historical migration patterns, humpback whale 

abundance is at or near a seasonal low within the Dungeness crab fishing grounds. As a result, 

CDFW Director Charlton H. Bonham is lifting the trap restrictions in Fishing Zones 3-6 for both 

fisheries because of lowered entanglement risk. However, a Fleet Advisory will be issued for 
the recreational fishery and will be continued for the commercial fishery to remain vigilant 

and avoid setting gear in areas where whales are transiting or foraging. All anglers are also 
strongly encouraged to follow best practices, as described in the Best Practices Guide. 

CDFW anticipates the next risk assessment will take place in mid-February 2023. For more 

information related to the risk assessment process, please visit CDFW’s Whale Safe Fisheries 

page or for more information on the Dungeness crab fishery, please visit wildlife.ca.gov/crab. 
For more information regarding the 2022-2023 commercial Dungeness crab season, please 
see CDFW’s Frequently Asked Questions. 

 

https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=195428&inline
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Whale-Safe-Fisheries
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Whale-Safe-Fisheries
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Invertebrates/Crabs
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=195757&inline
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