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Discussion and Selection of Board Chair

Public Forum for Items not on this Agenda

This item provides an opportunity for the general public to share comments or
concerns on topics that are not included in this agenda. Speakers shall be limited
to two minutes. The Board may not discuss or take action on any matter raised
during this item, except to decide whether to place the matter on the agenda of a

future meeting. (Sections 11125, 11125.7(a), Government Code)

Funding Status i Informational

The following funding status depicts total Capital Outlay and Local Assistance

appropriations by fund source and fund number:

GENERAL FUND (0001)
February 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:
Total Project Development:
Projected Unallocated Balance:

HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND (0262)
February 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:
Total Project Development:
Projected Unallocated Balance:

WILDLIFE AND COASTAL PROTECTION ACT
OF 1988 (0786))
February 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:
Total Project Development:
Projected Unallocated Balance

GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION FUND (3228)
February 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:
Total Project Development:
Projected Unallocated Balance:

CALIFORNIA CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, SAFE
NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS AND COASTAL PROTECTION
BOND FUND (Proposition 40) (6029)

February 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:

Total Project Development:

Projected Unallocated Balance:

WATER SECURITY, CLEAN DRINKING WATER,
COASTAL AND BEACH PROTECTION FUND OF
2002 (Proposition 50) (6031)

February 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:

Total Project Development:

Projected Unallocated Balance:

$734,921,997.00

(47,210,646.00)
(202,499,087.00)
$485,212,264.00

$52,828,375.22
(3,424,962.00)
(9,535,543.00)
$39,867,870.22

$3,778,917.00
(0.00)
(0.00)
$3,778,917.00

$3,438,441.68
(2,010,000.00)

(365,000.00)
$1,063,441.68

$2,969,265.33
(0.00)
(7,500.00)
$2,961,765.33

$10,907,900.86
(5,631,000.00)
(0.00)
$5,276,900.86
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SAFE DRINKING WATER, WATER QUALITY AND
SUPPLY, FLOOD CONTROL, RIVER AND COASTAL

PROTECTION FUND OF 2006 (Proposition 84) (6051) $6,919,412.11
February 2023 Board Meeting Allocation: (50,000.00)
Total Project Development: (3,150,000.00)
Projected Unallocated Balance: $3,719,412.11

WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE

IMPROVEMENT FUND (Proposition 1) (6083) $47,834,782.76
February 2023 Board Meeting Allocation: (0.00)
Total Project Development: (0.00)
Projected Unallocated Balance: $47,834,782.76

THE CALIFORNIA DROUGHT, WATER, PARKS, CLIMATE,
COASTAL PROTECTION, AND OUTDOOR ACCESS FOR

ALL ACT OF 2018 (Proposition 68) (6088) $90,436,326.22
February 2023 Board Meeting Allocation: (875,021.00)
Total Project Development: (8,042,321.00)
Projected Unallocated Balance: $81,518,984.22
TOTAL i ALL FUNDS $954,035,418.18
Grand Total T February 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:  (59,201,629.00)
Grand Total - Project Development: (223,599,451.00)
Grand Total Projected Unallocated Balance: $671,234,338.18

5. Herbicide Presentation
Caroline Cox (retired Senior Scientist, Center for Environmental Health) will
discussiExampl es of Glyphosateds Hazards: Gr owi
Wildlife and Ecosystemsa

Consent Iltems
Items 6-17 are part of the Consent Calendar
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6. Recovery of Funds, Thursday, February 16, 2023

The following projects previously authorized by the Board are now completed, and

some have balances of funds that can be recovered and returned to their

respective funds. It is recommended that the following totals be recovered and that

the projects be closed.

Table 1 - Recoveries by Fund

Fund Name Amount
General Fund $14.31
Habitat Conservation Fund $17,867.08
Wildlife Restoration Fund $0.00
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund $1,509.32
California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal

Protection Fund $2,769.19
Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Fund of 2002 $121,631.04
Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal

Protection Fund of 2006 $43,976.36
Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Fund of 2014 $545,386.96
The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor

Access For All Act of 2018 $466,184.70

Total Recoveries for All Funds

$1,199,338.96

Table 2 - General Fund

Project Name Allocated Expended Balance

Recovering and Sustaining Monarch and

Pollinator Populations $750,000.00 $749,985.69 $14.31

Total Recoveries to General Fund $14.31
Table 3 - Habitat Conservation Fund

Project Name Allocated Expended Balance

Chatsworth Reservoir Connector $2,200,000.00 | $2,200,000.00 $0.00

San Diego County MSCP i Crestlake $940,000.00 | $936,975.00 $3,025.00

Strategies to Alleviate Flood Effects in the Eel River

Estuary $106,000.00 | $103,746.42 $2,253.58

Temescal Ranch, Expansion 1 $3,520,000.00 | $3,507,411.50 $12,588.50
Total Recoveries to Habitat Conservation Fund $17,867.08




Wildlife Conservation Board Meeting, February 16, 2023

Table 4 - Wildlife Restoration Fund

Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
Cullinan Ranch Tidal Restoration $1,576,853.00 | $1,576,853.00 $0.00
North Table Mountain Ecological Reserve Public
Access Improvements $440,000.00 | $440,000.00 $0.00
Total Recoveries to Wildlife Restoration Fund $0.00
Table 5 - Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund
Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
Sierra Meadow Wetland and Riparian Area
Monitoring Plan Development $181,000.00 | $179,490.68 $1,509.32
Total Recoveries to Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund $1,509.32
Table 6- California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal
Protection Fund
Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
Elkhorn Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration,
Augmentation $200,000.00 | $200,000.00 $0.00
North Monterey County Amphibian Habitat
Enhancement $347,000.00 | $344,230.81 $2,769.19
San Joaquin River Parkway, Sumner Peck Ranch $3,400,000.00 | $3,400,000.00 $0.00
Total Recoveries to California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood
Parks, and Coastal Protection Fund $2,769.19

Table 7- Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Fund of

2002
Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
Cullinan Ranch Tidal Restoration $6,650,000.00 | $6,528,617.31 | $121,382.69
Cullinan Ranch Tidal Restoration Enhancement $399,000.00 | $398,915.51 $84.49
Sears Point Wetland Restoration $5,000,000.00 | $4,999,836.14 $163.86
Total Recoveries to Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and
Beach Protection Fund of 2002 | $121,631.04
Table 8- Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and
Coastal Protection Fund of 2006
Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
Carrizo Plains Ecological Reserve, Expansion 6
(Stewart) $1,440,000.00 | $1,435,625.50 $4,374.50
Elkhorn Slough Tidal Marsh Restoration,
Augmentation $200,000.00 $200,000.00 $0.00
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Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
San Joaquin River Parkway, Sumner Peck Ranch $210,000.00 | $202,945.00 $7,055.00
Santa Cruz Integrated Watershed Restoration,
Watsonville Slough $340,000.00 | $338,323.77 $1,676.23
Yolo County HCP/NCCP Development, Phase IV $275,000.00 | $244,129.37 $30,870.63
Total Recoveries to Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 $43,976.36
Table 9- Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Fund of 2014
Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
Battle Creek, Tompkins Water Right Acquisition $550,250.00 $7,506.50 | $542,743.50
Outlet Creek Streamflow Enhancement $354,729.00 | $352,085.54 $2,643.46
Total Recoveries to Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement
Fund of 2014 | $545,386.96
Table 10- The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and
Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018
Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
Outlet Creek Streamflow Enhancement $4,742,600.00 | $4,729,404.00 $13,196.00
Lindmore Multi-Benefit Recharge Basin $434,000.00 $0.00 | $434,000.00
Peninsular Bighorn Sheep-Recovery Land
Acquisition, Mesquite Ridge $20,000.00 $6,804.00 $13,196.00
Santa Cruz Long-toed Salamander Connectivity
Planning $172,000.00 $166,207.30 $5,792.70
Total Recoveries to The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal
Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 | $466,184.70
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Consent Items

7. (CAL FIRE) Mattole Headwaters
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) approve this project
as proposed; approve the acceptance of a conservation easement (Easement) by
CAL FIRE over 1,163+ acres; authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements
necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff, the California
Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW), and CAL FIRE to proceed substantially
as planned. CAL FIRE is purchasing the Easement under the California Forest
Legacy Program Act of 2007, with funding provided by the U. S. Forest Service
(USFS) and the California Climate Investment Fund.

Project Title: (CAL FIRE) Mattole Headwaters

Project Type: Conservation Easement (1,163 acres)
Amount Recommended: $0

Funding Partners: CAL FIRE

County: Humboldt

Program: California Forest Legacy Program Act of 2007
LOCATION

The property (Property) is located approximately one mile east of the community of
Whitehorn near the southern boundary of Humboldt County. The Property may be
accessed via Stanley Creek Road. In the vicinity of the Property are the Mattole
Ecological Preserve, Vanauken Creek Conservation Easement, John B. Dewitt
Redwoods State Reserve, Sinkyone Wilderness State Park, and Richardson Grove
State Park.

Humboldt County has an area of approximately 2.3 million acres, more than 80

percent of which is forested, protected redwood forests, or recreation areas.

Humboldt County has an economic base centered on timber production, fishing,

and agriculture. Humboldt County is consistently the largest log-producing county

in the state, producing morethan20per cent of Cal i forniads | ogs
industry has been in a steady decline over the past several decades, due mainly to

a dwindling supply of high-volume timber, particularly from Forest Service lands, as

well as concerns over the environmental impacts caused by industrial timber

harvesting. However, recent timber prices, especially for good quality redwood,

have increased significantly over the past several years.

The Property is not classified as a Disadvantaged Community (based on the

Departmentof Water Resourcesd6 (DWR) Disadvantaged (
Mapping Tool).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Property consists of 25 APNs that total 1,163+ acres. If approved, the

Easement will conserve the Propertyoés fores
cannabis production sites.
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The Property has 70 acres of 1,000-year-old redwood trees, five Mattole River
tributaries comprised of 3.57 miles of Coho salmon spawning habitat, and an
additional 5.6 miles of summer salmon habitat.

Both the California Coho Recovery Strategy and the Federal Southern Oregon
Northern California Coast Coho Recovery Plan identify the Property and its
anadromous streams as top priorities for protection. The Property provides 11
percent of all Mattole River tributary streams listed in the California Coho Recovery
Strategy. The Property provides an important link of The Redwoods to the Sea
Wildlife Corridor, which provides habitat connectivity between Eel River Corridor
State Redwood Parks and the King Range National Conservation Area.

The Property provides ideal nesting habitats for many species of old-growth and

other forest dependent wildlife, such as northern spotted owl, golden eagle, and

other birds of prey. Also found on the Property are mountain and valley quail,

grouse, pileated woodpecker, Dunn6s Sout hern torrent, Paci f
red bellied newt, Pacific martin, Pacific f
eared bat, pallid bat, Point Arena mountain beaver, riparian brush rabbit, yellow-

legged frog, Shasta crayfish, California coastal Chinook, Northern California

steelhead, Northern spotted owl, California red legged frog, and green sturgeon.

This project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 3: Increase Voluntary Conservation Easements.

The State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) designates this Property in the North Coast
and Klamath Province. This acquisition will advance statewide conservation goals:
Goal 1.1 (Ecosystem Distribution), Goal 1.2 (Native Species Range and
Distribution), Goal 2.1 (Connectivity); Goal 2.2 (Community Structure and
Composition); Goal 3.1 (Successional Dynamics); Goal 3.2 (Disturbance Regime)
and Goal 3.3 (Hydrological Regime).

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

CAL FIRE will enter into the Easement with the landowner and will monitor the
Property for compliance consistent with the terms of the Easement. The Easement
allows access by CAL FIRE or its agents annually for monitoring purposes.

PROJECT FUNDING

The Department of General Services (DGS) approved fair market value is
$8,730,000. The landowner has agreed to sell the Easement for $5,765,000. CAL
FIRE will reimburse WCB for indirect costs related to the project. The proposed
funding breakdown for the project is as follows:

Partners Amount
California Climate Investment Fund $4,200,000
USFS Forest Legacy Program $1,565,000
TOTAL Purchase Price $5,765,000
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PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION
Support:

A None received
Opposition:
A None received

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The project is exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA)
pursuant to Public Resources Code 21080.28, Acquisition of an Interest in Land by
a Public Agency, as an acquisition of an interest in land by a public agency for
preservation of natural conditions existing at the time of transfer, including plant
and animal habitats. Subject to Board approval of the project, staff will file the

appropriate Notice of Exemption (NOE) with the State Clearinghouse and the
county clerk.
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8. Kramer Ranch Conservation Easement
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $1,346,788
from the General Fund, Budget Act of 2021 (Water Supply for Environmental
Flows), for a grant to California Rangeland Trust (CRT); authorize staff to enter into
appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff
and CDFW to proceed substantially as planned.

Project Title: Kramer Ranch Conservation Easement

Project Type: Conservation Easement (4,922+ acres)

Grantee: California Rangeland Trust

Amount Recommended: $1,346,788

Funding Partners: Sierra Nevada Conservancy (SNC), Natural
Resources Conservation Service (NRCS)

Counties: Lassen and Modoc

Program: Land Acquisition

Strategic Plan: Goals: A.1, A.2, E.1 Objectives: Sl 2.1

LOCATION

The property (Property), known as the Kramer Ranch, is located approximately two
miles north of the community of Bieber, in Lassen and Modoc Counties.
Approximately 75 percent of the Property is in Lassen County with the balance in
Modoc County.

The Property lies along the eastern slope of the Big Valley Mountains at the west
edge of Big Valley. The Property is situated north of Bieber and southwest of the
community of Lookout. Primary access to the Property is from Kramer Road. The
far north tip of the Property can also be accessed from County Road 94/Widow
Valley Road. Kramer Road is asphalt paved from Bieber to the Lassen/Modoc
County line, proceeding as graveled north through the Modoc County portion of the
Property.

The Property is withinonemi | e of CDFW6s Ash Creek Wil dli
also borders federal lands managed by the Bureau of Land Management and

several other private lands which are protected by conservation easements under

the NRCS Wetlands Reserve Program (NRCS-WRP). Approximately 342 acres of

Kramer Ranch is excluded from the proposed conservation easement because the

excluded acreage is already encumbered by an NRCS-WRP conservation

easement.

The Property is located within a Disadvantaged Community (DWR DAC Mapping
Tool).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Property is irregular in shape with similarly irregular shaped fields.
Topography ranges from flat on the eastern portion of the Property, at 4,000+ feet

10
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elevation, to rolling/undulating foothills in the west with elevation upwards of
4,500+ feet above mean sea level.

The Property is comprised of a combination of flat irrigated pasture/cropland, wet
meadows, and undulating/sloping timbered/sagebrush rangeland. The western
portion of the Property mostly consists of lower pine-studded foothills bisected by
natural meadows and creeks meandering southward with a large, irrigated pasture
in the south end. The eastern portion of the Property generally consists of flat
irrigated pasture/cropland along the bank of the Pit River.

Most of the Property is winter and spring pasture grazed by cattle as part of a
rotational grazing regime. Livestock grazing is an important component of the rural
economy. The conservation easement (Easement) will allow grazing to continue
and ensure that future land uses do not impair the conservation values of the
Property.

The Property contains a diversity of habitat types including: 1,796+ acres of
forested uplands and rangelands that include Ponderosa pine, oak, and juniper;
937+ acres of seasonally wet rangeland acres; 176+ acres of unirrigated wet
meadows; and 1,490% acres of irrigated pastures/wet meadows. The Easement
will protect these habitats from incompatible land uses including changes to more
intensive agricultural practices. Pasture lands, including all irrigated and non-
irrigated wet meadows, will continue to be managed for perennial grasses, sedges,
and forbs, thereby ensuring continued seasonal wetland habitat function and soil
carbon storage. Wet meadows on the Property are primarily located within the
floodplains of the Pit River, Widow Valley Creek, and Bull Run Slough, which are
prone to seasonal flooding. The Easement will prevent development of these acres
and provide a safe area for the natural dispersal of flood waters, providing a
means for groundwater recharge. Habitats on the Property provide food sources,
breeding, foraging areas, water, and shelter for wildlife. Diverse plant communities
and varying topographic features promote diverse wildlife populations within the
Easement area. Water sources available to wildlife include springs, streams, and
riparian corridors. The Intermountain West Joint Venture (IWJV) has identified Big
Valley as a critical staging area for waterbirds and waterfowl during the Pacific
Flyway spring migration and for breeding. The Property is also located within the
Southern Oregon-Northeastern California (SONEC) region identified by IWJV as a
high priority for waterfowl conservation in the Pacific Flyway.

SWAP designates the area surrounding the Property as the Cascades and Modoc

Pl ateau Province. This acquisition wil!@l hel
policies and wildlife protection goals in the SWAP by conserving sustainable plant

and animal communities that support multiple species of interest.

This project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 3: Increase Voluntary Conservation Easements.

11
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The purpose of the Easement is to ensure that the Property will be retained forever
in its current state as an agricultural, scenic, habitat, and open-space resource,
and to prevent any conversion or subdivision of the Property that could significantly
diminish or impair these values. Specifically, the Easement purposes include: a)
preserving working landscapes through ranching and other agricultural activities,
b) protecting the water and water rights to support sustainable agricultural uses,
including ranching and grazing, as well as wildlife habitat, c) protecting fish and
wildlife resources, and d) preserving the open space character and scenic qualities
of the Property. The project is designed to have minimal impact on property tax
income for Lassen and Modoc counties, while still furthering county goals and land
use policies.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

CRT will hold, monitor, and enforce the terms of the conservation easement, which
provide that the Property will be used primarily as an open space working
landscape supporting cattle ranching and wildlife habitat. CRT will be responsible
for enforcing the Easement through detailed baseline conditions documentation,
planned annual compliance monitoring, recordkeeping, and regular communication
with the landowners. A baseline conditions report and monitoring protocol will be
provided to WCB prior to the close of escrow.

PROJECT FUNDING
The DGS approved fair market value is $2,960,000. The proposed funding
breakdown for the project is as follows:

Partners Amount

WCB $1,346,788
SNC $500,000
NRCS $1,113,212
TOTAL Purchase Price $2,960,000

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION

Support:

A None received
Opposition:

A None received

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The project has been reviewed for compliance with CEQA requirements and is
proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15313, Class 13, as an
acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section 15325, Class 25,
as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open space and existing
natural conditions, including plant or animal habitats. Subject to authorization by
WCB, an NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.

12
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9. Monitor Island Transfer
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed for a no cost
transfer of land by CDFW to Lake County Land Trust; authorize staff to enter into
appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff
and CDFW to proceed substantially as planned.

Project Title: Monitor Island Transfer
Project Type: CDFW Disposal/Sale
Transferee: Lake County Land Trust
Amount Recommended: $0

County: Lake

Program: Land Acquisition

Strategic Plan: Goals: B.5 Objectives: Sl 3.4
LOCATION

The property (Property) is an island of land within Clear Lake, located in central
Lake County. The Property is within the city limits of the city of Clearlake and is
located approximately 300 yards offshore of the tip of Monitor Point, in an area
known as Clearlake Park Estates.

Lake County has a population of just over 68,000, according to the 2020 census,
and includes an area of roughly 1,329 square miles. Most of the population is
centered around Clear Lake, the largest natural lake, in whole, in California.

The general neighborhood is rural in nature and the local economy is based
primarily on agriculture, tourism, and the geothermal power industry. The main
thoroughfares serving the neighborhood are Lakeshore Drive and San Joaquin
Avenue. Highway 20, running east-west, and State Highway 53, running north-
south are the main arterials serving the area.

The Property is located within a Disadvantaged Community (DWR DAC Mapping
Tool).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Acquired by CDFW in 1991 as a donation from The Nature Conservancy, the
Property serves as habitat for fish rearing and dry land refugia for birds and

i mportant invertebrates that make up
The Property consists of a single 4+ acre island parcel that is entirely surrounded
by Clear Lake.

The original purpose of acquisition was to conserve fish nursery habitat, foraging
habitat for wading birds, and some waterfowl brooding habitat. The Property
contains lacustrine and freshwater emergent wetland habitat with several large
statured willows. These habitats and features have the potential to support state
threatened Clear Lake hitch and two species of special concern, the prickly sculpin
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and tule perch, as well as provide nesting habitat for osprey. The island itself is
surrounded by tule perch habitat where depths allow.

The Property is available for boat-in public recreation. Fishing around the island is
common and the island itself has been used as a rest stop for the public although
no facilities are present.

The proposed transfer of this Property is being consideredund er WCB&6s Land
Acquisition Program. Under Fish and Game Code Section 1348(c)(2), WCB may
authorize the transfer of real property or rights in real property held under the
jurisdiction of CDFW. These activities are carried out in conjunction with CDFW,
which prepared a Land Conversion Evaluation (LCE) report to provide justification
for the transfer. The LCE must be approved by subdivisions within CDFW,
including the land acquisition coordinator in the Regional Office, as well as the
Lands Program, Regional Manager, and Deputy Director for the Wildlife and
Fisheries Division. The LCE is then submitted to the Director for final approval and
submitted to WCB for consideration and final approval. CDFW approved the
Monitor Island LCE on August 11, 2021, and recommends the proposal for
approval.

This project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 2. Execute Strategic Land Acquisitions.

SWAP designates the area surrounding the Property as the North Coast and

Klamath Province. Thi s acqui sition wil/ hel p advan
policies and wildlife protection goals in the SWAP by conserving sustainable plant

and animal communities that support multiple species of interest.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

Management activities on the Property will include regular patrols for improper use
and trash cleanup to maintain the island in good condition for wildlife and fish.
CDFW lacks the capacity to adequately maintain the Property and meet the
objectives of the original acquisition. Specifically, CDFW North Central Region
does not have a boat readily available and lacks staff time to commit to regular
visits and trash pickup.

Lake County Land Trust (LCLT) has the capacity and ability to further the
acquisition objectives and is an ideal local and conservation-oriented fee title
owner. LCLT is a member of the California Council of Land Trusts and the Land
Trust Alliance. LCLT is committed to protecting wildlife habitats and native plants,
using resources wisely, and making the natural environment accessible for all,
through guided hikes, field trips, special events, and designated public access
areas. LCLT owns and/or manages six properties covering 790+ acres for wildlife-
oriented recreation and education. Its membership is spread throughout Lake
County, and it regularly maintains a presence at all of its managed properties.
Many of its members are active boaters and will monitor for misuse of Monitor
Island. No loss of habitat, recreation, or public access will occur as a result of the
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proposed transfer. CDFW and LCLT are agreeable to a conversion of this Property
and CDFW will transfer the property to LCLT at no cost.

A Right of Reversion will be placed in the Grant Deed that will ensure, if at any
point in the future LCLT fails to manage the Property for free public access, public
recreation, and habitat preservation, the state will have the ability to retake title to
the Property.

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION
Support:

1 None received
Opposition:

i None received

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The project has been reviewed for compliance with CEQA requirements and is
proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15313, Class 13, as an
acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section 15325, Class 25,
as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open space and existing
natural conditions, including plant or animal habitats. Subject to authorization by
WCB, an NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.
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10. Yanci Ranch
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; approve the
acceptance of a U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service (USFWS), Habitat Conservation
Plan Land Acquisition grant in the amount of $1,300,000 and approve the subgrant
of federal funds to the Yolo Habitat Conservancy; authorize staff to enter into
appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff
and CDFW to proceed substantially as planned.

Project Title: Yanci Ranch

Project Type: Conservation Easement (795+ acres)

Grantee: Yolo Habitat Conservancy

Amount Recommended: $1,300,000, USFWS Section 6

Funding Partners: U. S. Fish and Wildlife Service

County: Yolo County

Program: Land Acquisition

Funding: $0 from WCB and $1,300,000 from USFWS
Strategic Plan: Goals: A.1, A.3 Objectives: SI1 1.2,2.1,2.2,2.4
LOCATION

The 795+ acre Yanci Ranch (Property) is located on County Road 27 in rural Yolo
County approximately 6 miles north of the city of Winters and approximately 5
miles south of the community of Esparto. The Property is in a predominately
agricultural area of Yolo County where grasslands and rangelands are being
converted to orchards and other more intensified agricultural uses. The
development of orchards has increased over 300 percent in Yolo County over the
past 10 years. A property immediately north and another property just south were
recently converted to nut orchards. Some development of rural residential housing
has also occurred in the region.

The Property is immediately adjacent to two existing conservation easements.
Acquisition of a conservation easement on Yanci Ranch and enrollment of the site
in the Yolo Habitat Conservation Plan/Natural Community Conservation Plan (Yolo
HCP/NCCP) reserve system would extend the corridor of connected protected
lands approximately 1 mile northward and %2 mile eastward, thereby extending the
corridor of protected lands across elevational and ecological gradients that extend
from the edge of the valley floor and up along the foothills of the interior coast
range. Conservation of the Property will create an approximately 3,900-acre block
of protected habitat, which is likely to be expanded further as the Yolo HCP/NCCP
enrolls additional properties into the Yolo HCP/NCCP reserve system.

The Yolo HCP/NCCP was completed in 2018 and commits to conserving at least
33,362 acres of land. It is a countywide conservation plan to provide Endangered
Species Act permits and associated mitigation for infrastructure and development
activities over the next 50 years in Yolo County. The primary objective of the
NCCP program is to conserve natural communities at the ecosystem scale, while
accommodating planned land uses. The Yolo HCP/NCCP coordinates mitigation to
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maximize benefits to species as well as conserve habitat for 12 identified species:

Palmate-br acted birddés beak, valley el derberry
salamander, western pond turtle, gtHadewlt gar-t
kit, western yellow-billed cuckoo, western burrowing owl, least Bel | 6s vireo,

swallow, and tricolored blackbird.

SWAP designates this property in the southeast corner of the North Coast and
Klamath Province, near the intersection with the Bay Delta and Central Coast and
the Central Valley and Sierra Provinces. This acquisition will advance statewide
conservation goals: Goal 1.2 (Native Species Range and Distribution), Goal 1.3
(Native Species Abundance and Richness), Goal 2.1 (Connectivity); Goal 1.4
(Ecosystem Richness), Goal 2.1 (Connectivity), and Goal 3.2 (Disturbance
Regime).

The Property is not located within a Disadvantaged Community (DWR DAC
Mapping Tool).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Property is located within the Central Valley in Yolo County, California. The
ranch is along the eastern side of the interior coast range and includes elevations
and aspects that support an ecological gradient of blue oak woodland in the upper
portions of the site, grasslands in the middle and lower elevation portions of the
site, and a riparian corridor along Union School Slough as it traverses the site.

The Property has primarily been used as grazing lands for cattle, sheep, and
horses and currently is managed as rangeland for cattle. It also contains a single
homestead that is currently in use and historically had a small orchard adjacent to
the homestead that has since been removed. The current landowners have
conducted extensive habitat enhancement and restoration activities on the site
including riparian plantings along Union School Slough, habitat for tricolored
blackbird within a constructed pond, and invasive species management and the
planting of native grasses in selected portions of the grasslands on the site. Cattle
are prevented from entering the pond and Union School Slough through exclusion
fencing in order to protect habitat and nesting activities within the restored riparian
zone. These activities have been conducted in partnership with a variety of
organizations including NRCS, the Yolo RCD, Point Blue, and others.

The conservation easement and associated site-specific management plan will

ensure the site is protected and managed to maintain the conservation values of

the site, which include four different natural community types and six of the twelve

Yolo HCP/NCCP covered species. The natural communities include grassland,

blue oak woodland, valley foothill riparian, and fresh emergent wetland. These

natural community types provide habitat for valley elderberry longhorn beetle,

western pond turt]l e, -taildvadd, busowingbowl, ahda wk , whi t e
tricolored blackbird. In addition to providing important habitat for Yolo HCP/NCCP

covered species and other wildlife, the Yanci Ranch also provides other elements

of broader ecological importance. The ranch is at the interface between the
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intensively farmed valley floor of the Central Valley and the upland habitats of the
interior Coast Ranges. This area provides important natural ecological systems
and native habitats that are substantially less common on the valley floor as well
as movement corridors for a variety of resident and migratory wildlife.

The proposed conservation easement on the site would prohibit future
development or subdivision of the Property and would require that the site is
managed and maintained for the preservation of the habitat types and species
identified above. There is a single 6.8-acre development envelope for existing
infrastructure and homesite.

This project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 2: Execute Strategic Land Acquisitions and Pathway 8: Align
Investments to Maximize Conservation Benefits.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

The Easement will be held by the Yolo Habitat Conservancy. The Yolo Habitat
Conservancy has prepared a Yolo HCP/NCCP site-specific management plan for
the Property that has been reviewed and approved by USFWS, CDFW, and the
landowner. This management plan documents the current condition of the Property
and how the Property will be managed to protect the conservation values of the
Easement. The Yolo Habitat Conservancy will provide WCB with a baseline
condition report prior to the close of escrow and will conduct annual compliance
monitoring.

PROJECT FUNDING
The DGS approved fair market value is $1,300,000 The proposed funding
breakdown for the project is as follows:

Partners Amount
USFWS Section 6 Grant $1,300,000
TOTAL Purchase Price $1,300,000

The entire purchase price of the Easement will be funded by the USFWS Section 6

grant. The Yolo Habitat Conservancy will use separate funds to purchase a

separate 158+ acre conservation easement on the Woodland Regional Park

Preserve. USFWS agreed that the Woodland Regional Park Preserve acquisition

will count as match funding for the Yanci Ranch acquisition. A WCB notice of
unrecorded grant agreement will encumber bo
interests.

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION
Support:

A None received
Opposition:

A None received
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CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The project has been reviewed for compliance with CEQA requirements and is
proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15313, Class 13, as an
acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section 15325, Class 25,
as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open space and existing
natural conditions, including plant or animal habitats. Subject to authorization by
WCB, an NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.
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