
Agenda 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE 
2023 SALMON INFORMATION MEETING 

Wednesday, March 1, 2023 
10:00 a.m. – 4:00 p.m. 

~Virtual Only~ 

Welcome –   
Opening Comments and Review Agenda Grace Easterbrook, CDFW  

10:00 a.m. 

2022 Central Valley Chinook Spawning Escapement  Audrey Dean, CDFW 
10:10 a.m. 

2022 Central Valley Chinook River Sport Fisheries Shawn Simkins, CDFW 
10:30 a.m. 

2022 Klamath Basin Chinook Spawning Escapement, Dan Troxel, CDFW 
Harvest, and Age Composition 10:50 a.m. 

2022 California Ocean Salmon Sport and Ian Pritchard, CDFW 
Commercial Fisheries 11:10 a.m. 

LUNCH BREAK (1 hour) 11:30 a.m. 

NMFS 2023 Ocean Salmon Fishery Guidance Jeromy Jording, NMFS 
12:30 p.m. 

Abundance Forecasts and Harvest Model Results Dr. Michael O’Farrell, NMFS 
 12:50 p.m. 

Department Recommendations to PFMC Marci Yaremko, CDFW 
on Ocean Fishery Constraints for 2023 1:15 p.m. 

Introduction to Listening Session Grace Easterbrook, CDFW 
1:30 p.m. 



Listening Session for Public Comments 1:40 p.m.  

Closing Comments Grace Easterbrook, CDFW 
3:40 p.m.  

Acronyms: 
CDFW: California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
NMFS: National Marine Fisheries Service 

Link to PFMC Briefing Book:  
https://www.pcouncil.org/briefing-book/march-2023-briefing-book/ 

https://www.pcouncil.org/briefing-book/march-2023-briefing-book/
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March 1, 2023 

California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
Annual Salmon Information Meeting 

SUMMARY OF THE 2022 CENTRAL VALLEY CHINOOK SALMON SPORT FISHERY                                                                                                                                          

Interested Parties: 

The purpose of this document is to provide a brief summary of the 2022 Central Valley 
Chinook Salmon sport fishery. Several key questions about the fishery are addressed, 
as highlighted below. 

When and where did fishing occur? 

Sport fishing for Chinook Salmon in Central Valley rivers opened on July 16, 2022 on 
the Feather, American, and Mokelumne rivers, and on the Sacramento River from the 
Carquinez Bridge to the Red Bluff Diversion Dam. An additional Sacramento River 
reach, from the Red Bluff Diversion Dam to the Deschutes Road Bridge, opened on 
August 1, 2022. Closing dates varied among river sections from October 31 through 
December 31, 2022. The varied closing dates were developed to avoid contact in the 
river sport fishery with threatened spring-run and endangered winter-run Chinook 
Salmon. The daily bag limit was 2 salmon with a 4 salmon possession limit for each 
licensed angler.  

What methods were used to monitor the fishery and estimate harvest? 

The Central Valley Angler Survey monitored the river sport fishery using a random-
stratified sampling design and roving survey method to cover the 400+ mile fishery area. 
We divided the fishery area into 25 survey sections and sampled each section on eight 
randomly selected days per month, resulting in a sampling rate of about 27% of total 
available fishing days. We started survey runs with a roving count to estimate angler 
use on a given sample day. This first angler use count was followed by roving interviews 
of anglers from which data on fishing effort and catch were collected from individual 
fishing parties. The second run through a survey section during which interviews were 
conducted also provided a second angler use count.  

Some survey sections were more amenable to access point interviews, where 
surveyors contacted anglers as they left the water – for example, at a popular boat 
launch – and collected whole trip data. Angler interviews were used to estimate catch 
per unit of fishing effort, which was used along with the average angler use count to 
estimate the number of Chinook Salmon harvested in a given survey section on a given 
survey day. These data were then used to develop monthly estimates of Chinook 
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Salmon harvest in each survey section, which were then combined to yield a season 
total harvest.  

Biological data, including length, weight, and sex, were collected on all harvested 
Chinook Salmon. Coded-wire tags from adipose fin-clipped salmon were used for 
hatchery stock identification and to estimate age structure of the catch.  

How did the fishery perform and what was the composition of the harvest? 

Estimated angling effort in the Central Valley Chinook Salmon sport fishery totaled 
348,911 hours, corresponding to about 73,075 fishing trips. This level of effort was 
35.4% less than that estimated in the 2021 fishery (539,846) and represented 30.2% 
fewer fishing trips (104,619 trips in 2021). Total harvest in the Central Valley river 
fishery was estimated at 6,075 salmon with an additional 2,725 salmon caught and 
released. Retention rate of salmon was approximately 69% of the catch. Based on 
observed catch, 23.3% of the Chinook Salmon harvested were adipose fin clipped and 
coded wire tagged. Of the 103 coded-wire tags recovered and read, 75% were from 
Sacramento Basin fall-run Chinook Salmon, 15% were from Coleman National Fish 
Hatchery late-fall-run Chinook Salmon, 7% were from San Joaquin Basin fall-run 
Chinook Salmon, 2% were from Feather River Hatchery spring-run Chinook Salmon, 
<1% were from San Joaquin River spring-run Chinook Salmon, and 0 were from 
Livingston Stone National Fish Hatchery winter-run Chinook Salmon.  

Coded-wire tag data were used to determine the proportion of grilse (age 2-year-old or 
younger) and adult (age 3-year-old or older) Sacramento River fall-run Chinook. Known 
ages determined from coded-wire-tags resulted in 90% of the harvest consisting of 
adults and 10% of the harvest consisting of grilse. The total estimated harvest of 
Sacramento River fall-run Chinook was 540 grilse and 4,860 adults, for a total harvest 
of 5,4001. 

Acknowledgments 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife would like to thank Central Valley fishing 
guides and the angling public for their cooperation in working with the Central Valley 
Angler Survey to provide data on their angling effort and catch, and for surrendering 
salmon heads for coded-wire tag recovery. The Central Valley Angler Survey is 
supported by a grant under the Federal Aid in Sport Fish Restoration Act (16 U.S.C. §§ 
777–777l).  

  

1 This number corresponds to total Chinook Salmon harvested in the Sacramento River fall-run Chinook 
fishery and excludes harvest in the Mokelumne River and the late-fall management zone (Sacramento 
River above Knights Landing after October 31), regardless of origin as determined by coded-wire tags. 
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Central Valley Angler Survey Contacts 
Erin.Ferguson@wildlife.ca.gov   
James.Lyons@wildlife.ca.gov  
Shawn.Simkins@wildlife.ca.gov 
Robyn.Bilski@wildlife.ca.gov 

Note: All statistics presented in this summary are preliminary and subject to 
change as they are finalized. 
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2023 California Ocean Salmon Preseason Process: Calendar of Events 

March 5-10, 2023 - Pacific Fishery Management Council March Meeting 

Seattle, WA 

The Council will determine if any in-season action for fisheries scheduled to open prior 

to May 16 is needed. They will also craft three regulatory alternatives for ocean salmon 

fisheries in effect on or after May 16. Final adoption of alternatives for public review is 

tentatively scheduled for March 10. 

Preseason Report II: Proposed Alternatives and Environmental Assessment Part 2 for 

2023 Ocean Salmon Fishery Regulations will be available online in late March at: 

www.pcouncil.org. 

March 21, 2023 - Pacific Fishery Management Council Public Hearing 

Santa Rosa, CA 

The Council will receive comments from the public on the three California ocean salmon 

fishery regulatory alternatives adopted by the Council in March. More information is 

available at: www.pcouncil.org. 

April 1-7, 2023 - Pacific Fishery Management Council April Meeting 

Foster City, CA 

The Council will adopt final regulatory measures for analysis by the STT. Final adoption 

of recommendations to the National Marine Fisheries Service will also occur and is 

tentatively scheduled for April 7. 

Preseason Report III: Council-Adopted Management Measures and Environmental 

Assessment Part 3 for 2023 Ocean Salmon Fishery Regulations will be available online 

in late April at: www.pcouncil.org. 

April 19-20, 2023 - California Fish and Game Commission Meeting 

Fresno/Bakersfield area, CA 

The Commission will receive an update on ocean salmon sport fishery regulations in 

effect in 2023. The public may address and/or ask questions of the Commission relating 

to the implementation of its policies or any other matter within the jurisdiction of the 

Commission. Agenda and audio available online at: www.fgc.ca.gov. 
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Who Can I Contact Regarding the Upcoming Salmon Season? 

Contact a member of the Pacific Fishery Management Council’s:  

Salmon Advisory Subpanel 
Justin Alvarez 
California 
Tribes 

Hoopa Valley Tribal 
Fisheries PO Box 1348 
Hoopa, CA 95546 

Telephone: (530) 625-4267 
 
Email: jalvarez@hoopa-nsn.gov 

George 
Bradshaw 
California Troll 

F/V Swan 

PO Box 1565 
Crescent City, CA 95531 

Telephone: (707) 954-9339 
Email: 
GeorgeBradshaw707@gmail.com 

Jim Yarnall 
CA Sport 
Fisheries 

California Sport Fisheries 
6308 Eggert Road 
Eureka, CA 95503 

Telephone: (707) 443-2496 
 
Email: jimyarnall@gmail.com 

James Stone 
CA Sport 
Fisheries 

Nor-Cal Guides & 
Sportsmen’s Association 
PO Box 111 
Sutter, CA 95982 

Telephone: (530) 923-9440 
 
Email: jstone@ncgasa.org 

John Atkinson 
CA Charter 
Boat 

Golden Gate Fishermen’s 
Association 
42 Seawolf Passage 
Corte Madera, CA 94925 

Telephone: (415) 924-6851 
 
Email: newrayann@comcast.net 

To make comments directly to the Pacific Fishery Management Council regarding the 

upcoming salmon season, please visit the Council’s website at: 

https://www.pcouncil.org/council-meetings/upcoming-meeting/ and navigate to the e-

Portal for Public Comment for the upcoming March or April meeting. 

Online Resources: 

Review of 2022 Ocean Salmon Fisheries 

Available online at:  https://www.pcouncil.org/salmon-management-documents/ 

Preseason Report I: Stock Abundance Analysis for 2023 Ocean Salmon Fishery 

Regulations 

Available online in March at:  https://www.pcouncil.org/salmon-management-

documents/ 

Klamath Basin Age Composition and Stock Projection Reports 

Available online in March at: https://www.pcouncil.org/salmon-document-library/ 
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State of California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Ocean Salmon Project – Marine Region 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/oceansalmon 

2022 Ocean Salmon Commercial Regulations 

OR/CA Border to the 40°10’ Line (Klamath Management Zone): 
Closed 

40°10’ Line to Point Arena (Fort Bragg): 
July 8-12, 21-25, August 3-12 
- Minimum size limit: 27 inches total length 
- All salmon must be landed in California and north of Point Arena * 

Point Arena to Pigeon Point (San Francisco): 
July 8-12, 21-25, August 3-12, September 1-30 
- Minimum size limit: 27 inches total length through August, 26 inches thereafter 
- During September, all salmon must be landed south of Point Arena * 

Point Reyes to Point San Pedro (Fall Area Target Zone): 
October 3-7, 10-14  
- Five days per week, open Monday through Friday 
- Minimum size limit: 26 inches total length 
- All salmon caught in the area must be landed between Pt. Arena and Pigeon Pt * 

Pigeon Point to the U.S./Mexico Border (Monterey and south): 
May 1-5, 10-15, 20-24, June 1-12, July 8-12, 21-25, August 3-12 
- Minimum size limit: 27 inches total length 
- All salmon caught in this area in the month of May must be landed within 24 hours of any closure of the 
fishery.  
- During the months of May and June, all salmon caught in this area must be landed south of Point Arena. 

General Commercial Regulations 
• All salmon except coho; all commercial salmon must be landed in California * 

• Single point, single shank barbless hooks are required * 

• No more than 6 lines are allowed per vessel (CCR T-14, §182) 

• Compliance with minimum size or other special restrictions:  All salmon on board a vessel must meet 
the minimum size and other special requirements for the area being fished and the area in which they are 
landed if that area is open or has been closed less than 48 hours. Salmon may be landed in an area that is 
closed more than 48 hours only if they meet the minimum size and other special requirements for the area 
in which they were caught AND it is not otherwise prohibited in the regulations.*  

• Electronic Reporting Requirements: Any fish receiver or fisherman with a fisherman's retail license shall 
record landing information on an electronic fish ticket, including the number of individual fish (CCR T-14, 
§197). Submission is required within three business days (Cal. Fish & Game Code, § 8046). Any person 
who lands salmon shall keep a copy of all landing receipts documenting salmon landings on board the 
fishing vessel that caught the salmon until 15 days after the last salmon season closure for the calendar 
year (CCR T-14, §182). 

• Transit through closed area with salmon on board: It is unlawful for a vessel to have fishing gear in the 
water while transiting any area closed to salmon fishing while possessing salmon (CCR T-14, §182). 

• Barbless circle hooks1 required when fishing with bait and fishing by any means other than trolling2 
1. A CIRCLE HOOK is defined as a hook with a generally circular shape and a point which turns inwards, pointing 

directly to the shank at a 90-degree angle (CCR T-14, §182). 
2. TROLLING is defined as angling from a boat or floating device that is making way by means of a source of power, 

other than drifting by means of the prevailing water current or weather conditions  (CCR T-14, §182). 

NOTE: When Pacific halibut are caught and landed incidentally in the commercial salmon troll fishery 
under a license issued by the IPHC, both the number of Pacific halibut landed and the number of salmon 
landed must be recorded on the electronic fish ticket. Please see federal regulations for incidental 
Pacific halibut harvest requirements and restrictions.* 

* Federal Regulations for West Coast Salmon Fisheries per 86 FR 26425    
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State of California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 

Ocean Salmon Project – Marine Region 
https://wildlife.ca.gov/oceansalmon 

2022 Ocean Salmon Sport Regulations 

OR/CA Border to the 40°10’ Line (Klamath Management Zone): 
May 1-31, August 1-September 5 
- Minimum size limit: 20 inches total length 

40°10’ Line to Point Arena (Fort Bragg): 
May 1-July 4, July 22-September 5 
- Minimum size limit: 20 inches total length 

Point Arena to Pigeon Point (San Francisco): 
April 2-May 31, June 23-October 31 
- Minimum size limit: 24 inches total length through May 15 and 20 inches total length thereafter 

Pigeon Point to the U.S./Mexico Border (Monterey and south): 
April 2-October 2 
- Minimum size limit: 24 inches total length through May 15 and 20 inches total length thereafter 

General Sport Regulations 
• Daily bag limit (CCR T-14, §27.80): 2 salmon of any species except coho (silver). 

• Possession limit: No more than two daily bag limits may be possessed when on land. On a vessel in ocean 

waters, no person shall possess or bring ashore more than one daily bag limit (CCR T-14, §27.80(e)). 

• Retention of coho (silver) salmon or steelhead trout prohibited in ocean fisheries (CCR T-14, 

§27.70(b) and §27.80(b)). 

• Salmon may not be filleted on any boat or prior to being brought ashore (CCR T-14, §27.65(c)). 

• Salmon may only be taken by angling as defined in CCR T-14, §1.05. No sinkers or weights exceeding 4 

lbs. may be used, except that a fishing line may be attached to a sinker or weight of any size if such sinker 

or weight is suspended by a separate line and the fishing line is released automatically by a mechanical 

device from the sinker or weight when any fish is hooked (CCR T-14, §27.80(a)). 

• Special Salmon Closures: (CCR T-14, §27.75) 
• Smith River mouth – closed year-round 
• Klamath River mouth – closed year-round; in August, this closure expands (“Klamath Control Zone”) 
• Eel River mouth – closed in August and September only 

• North of Point Conception: No more than two single-point, single-shank barbless hooks shall be used, and 

no more than one rod per angler when fishing for salmon or fishing from a boat with salmon on board (CCR 

T-14, §27.80(a)). 

• 40°10’ Line to Point Conception (CCR T-14, §27.80(a)): When fishing with bait and angling by any means 

other than TROLLING1, no more than two single-point, single-shank barbless CIRCLE HOOKS2 shall be 

used. The distance between the two hooks must not exceed 5 inches when measured from the top of the 

eye of the top hook to the inner base of the curve of the lower hook and both hooks must be permanently 

tied in place (hard tied). NOTE: These special gear restrictions apply to each angler fishing for salmon 

or fishing from any boat or floating device with salmon on board. 
1. TROLLING is defined as angling from a boat or floating device that is making way by means of a source of power, 

other than drifting by means of the prevailing water current or weather conditions.  

2. A CIRCLE HOOK is defined as a hook with a generally circular shape and a point which turns inwards, pointing 

directly to the shank at a 90-degree angle. 

• Recovery of coded-wire tag from salmon head: Any person in possession of a recreationally taken 

salmon with a missing adipose fin (the small, fleshy fin on the back of the fish between the back fin and tail) 

shall immediately relinquish the head of the salmon, upon request by an authorized agent or employee of 

the Department, to facilitate the recovery of any coded-wire tag (CCR T-14, §1.73). 

 

OCEAN SALMON REGULATION HOTLINES 

NATIONAL MARINE FISHERIES SERVICE: (800) 662-9825 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH & WILDLIFE: (707) 576-3429 
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