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on one or both sides which is not more than three inches in 
length (CCR T14-351(b)).

Either-sex Deer: Antlerless deer, or legal bucks that have two 
or more points in the upper two-thirds of either antler (CCR 
T14-351(c)).

Forked-horn Buck: A male deer having a branched antler 
on either side with the branch in the upper two-thirds of 
the antler. Eyeguards or other bony projections on the lower 
one-third of the antler shall not be considered as points or 
branches (CCR T14-351(a)).

Spike Buck Deer: A male deer with unbranched antlers on 
both sides which are more than 3 inches in length (FGC 204(d)).

DEER TAG CLASSIFICATIONS
Deer tags are issued for a specific hunt. Each hunt has a tag 
quota – the total number of tags that can be issued. Deer 
hunts are categorized into three different classifications 
(premium, restricted and unrestricted) based on the prior 
year’s demand for the tag. Hunt classification determines tag 
issuance method and other rules as follows:

PREMIUM DEER HUNTS are any hunt where the quota filled 
on or before the first business day after July 1, of the previous 
year. Hunters may only obtain one premium hunt tag per 
license year. To apply for a premium deer hunt tag, hunters 
must apply in the Big Game Drawing using a First-Deer Tag 
Drawing Application. Except junior hunters who may also 
apply for premium Apprentice Hunts using a Second-Deer Tag 
Drawing Application.

Premium Deer Tags for 2022 are:

General Zone Hunts: C, D9, D12, D14, and D17;

X Zone Hunts: X1, X2, X3A, X3B, X4, X5A, X5B, X6A, X6B, X7A, 
X7B, X8, X9A, X9B, X9C, X10 and X12;

General Method Hunts: G1, G3, G6, G8, G12, G13, G19, G21, 
G37, G38 and G39;

Muzzleloader Hunts: M3, M4, M5, M6, M7, M8, M9, M11, MA1 
and MA3;

Area-Specific Archery Hunts: A1, A3, A4, A5, A6, A7, A8, A9, 
A11, A12, A13, A14, A15, A16, A17, A18, A19, A20, A21, A22, 
A24, A25, A26, A27, A30, A31, and A33;

Apprentice Hunts: J1, J3, J4, J8, J9, J10, J11, J12, J13, J14, J15, 
J16, J17, J18, J19, J20 and J21.

RESTRICTED DEER HUNTS are any hunt that filled on or 
before the first business day after August 1 of the previous 
year. Restricted deer hunt tags may be issued upon the 
purchase of a First-Deer Tag. Second-Deer Tag applicants may 
also obtain a restricted deer hunt tag at any time, if you do not 
have a pending drawing application, have not been issued a 
premium deer hunt tag or restricted deer hunt tag as a First-
Deer Tag. Restricted tags are issued upon request until the tag 
quota for the hunt is filled.

Restricted Deer Tags:

General Zone Hunts: D6 and D19

UNRESTRICTED DEER HUNTS are any hunt that did not 
fill on or before the first business day after August 1, in the 
previous year. Unrestricted deer hunt tags are issued upon the 
purchase of either a First-Deer Tag or Second-Deer Tag.

Unrestricted Deer Tags for 2022 are:

Archery Only Hunts: AO

Area-Specific Archery Hunts: A32

General Hunt Zones: A, B, D3-5, D7, D8, D10, D11, D13, D15, 
and D16

FIRST DEER TAG DRAWING APPLICATION
A First-Deer Tag Drawing Application may only be used to 
apply for the following hunts:
• First Choice – Premium Deer Hunts or PD (Point Deer) – The 

preference point code may be used as the first choice to 
obtain a preference point without competing in the first 
choice round of the drawing.

• Second and Third Choice – Second and third hunt choices 
are optional and may be a premium deer, restricted deer or 
unrestricted deer hunt tag.

SECOND DEER TAG DRAWING APPLICATION
A Second-Deer Tag Drawing Application may ONLY be used 
by junior hunters to apply for Apprentice Hunts, and only 
if they have not applied for Apprentice Deer Hunts on their 
First-Deer Tag Drawing Application.

Second-Deer Tag Drawing Application hunt choices are 
limited as follows:
• First Choice – Must be an Apprentice Deer Hunt or PD (Point 

Deer) – The preference point code may be used as the first 
choice to obtain a preference point without competing in 
the first choice round of the drawing.

• Second and Third Choice – Second and third choice hunts 
are optional and may be another Apprentice Deer Hunt 
or unrestricted deer hunt tag. Junior hunters may select a 
restricted deer hunt as their second or third tag choice ONLY 
if they were issued an unrestricted deer tag as their First-Deer 
Tag or not pending a First-Deer Tag Drawing Application.

FIRST DEER TAG
A First-Deer Tag may be used to obtain the following:
• Restricted Deer Hunt Tags
• Unrestricted Deer Hunt Tags
• Leftover Premium Deer Hunt Tags issued on July 2, 2022

If any premium deer hunt tags remain after the Big Game 
Drawing, First-Deer Tag applicants may apply for any leftover 
premium deer hunt tags starting at 8:00 a.m. on July 2, 2022.

SECOND DEER TAG
A Second-Deer Tag may be used to obtain the following:
• Unrestricted Deer Hunt Tags
• Restricted Deer Hunt Tags
• Leftover Premium Deer Hunt Tags issued on August 2, 2022.

Second-Deer Tag applicants may obtain any restricted deer 
hunt tag at any time if they do not have a pending First-Deer 
Tag Drawing Application or have not been issued a premium 
or restricted deer tag as their First-Deer Tag.

Starting at 8:00 a.m. on August 2, 2022 Second-Deer Tag 
applicants may apply for any remaining deer tag regardless of 
whether you have been issued a premium or restricted deer 
tag already.













18 2022 CALIFORNIA BIG GAME HUNTING DIGEST

HOW TO PROPERLY FILL OUT A TAG
Do not cut deer tags UNTIL AFTER you are successful in taking a deer.
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Record your harvest report confirmation number here
• A confirmation number is provided if you submit your report online
• If you submit by mail, you will receive a confirmation number by 

email if you have an email address in your profile

Upon harvesting a deer, cut along the 
dotted line to separate the Harvest 

Report Card (the top half) to the antler 
portion (the bottom half).

Record your harvest report 
confirmation number here

Record your harvest report confirmation number here
• A confirmation number is provided if you submit your report online
• If you submit by mail, you will receive a confirmation number by 

email if you have an email address in your profile

Attach to Antler Portion

Record your harvest report 
confirmation number here

Record your harvest report confirmation number here
• A confirmation number is provided if you submit your report online
• If you submit by mail, you will receive a confirmation number by 

email if you have an email address in your profile

Record your harvest report 
confirmation number here






