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2009-FA-OI222009-FA-OI222009-FA-OI22 

UnitedUnited United StatesStates States DepartmentDepartment Department ofofof thethethe InteriorInteriorInterior 

FISHFISH FISH ANDAND AND WILDLIFEWILDLIFE WILDLIFE SERVICESERVICESERVICE 
VenturaVentura Ventura Fish FishFish andand and WildlifeWildlifeWildlife OfficeOfficeOffice 

24932493 2493 PortolaPortola Portola Road, Road,Road, SuiteSuiteSuite BBB 
Ventura,Ventura, Ventura, CaliforniaCalifornia California 930039300393003 

IiJ:::: 

AugustAugustAugust 25,200925,200925,2009 

DennisDennis Dennis BedfordBedford Bedford
CaliforniaCalifornia California DepartmentDepartment Department ofof ofFishFish Fish andand and GameGame Game
49494949 4949 ViewridgeViewridge Viewridge AvenueAvenue Avenue
SailSail Sail Diego,Diego, Diego, CaliforniaCalifornia California 9212392123 92123

AaronAaron Aaron O.O. O. Allen,Allen, Allen, Chief ChiefChief
RegulatoryRegulatory Regulatory DivisionDivision Division
U.S.U.S. U.S. ArmyArmy Army CorpsCorps Corps ofof ofEngineersEngineers Engineers
21512151 2151 Alessandro AlessandroAlessandro Drive,Drive, Drive, SuiteSuite Suite 110110 110
Ventura,Ventura, Ventura, CaliforniaCalifornia California 9300193001 93001

Subject:Subject: Subject: CommentsComments Comments onon on the thethe DraftDraft Draft JointJoint Joint EnvironmentalEnvironmental Environmental ImpactImpactImpact StatementStatementStatement andandand DraftDraftDraft 
.. EnvironmentalEnvironmental Environmental ImpactImpact Impact ReportReport Report forfor for thethethe ProposedProposedProposed NewhallNewhallNewhall RanchProject,RanchProject,RanchProject, LosLosLos 

AngelesAngeles Angeles County, County,County, CaliforniaCalifornia California

DearDear Dear Mr.Mr. Mr. BedfordBedford Bedford andand and Dr.Dr. Dr. Allen:Allen: Allen:

WeWe We are areare writingwriting writing inin in responseresponse response toto to thethe the CaliforniaCalifornia California DepartmentDepartment Department ofFishofFishofFish andandand Game'sGame'sGame's (CDFG)(CDFG)(CDFG) andandand thethethe 
U.S.U.S. U.S. ArmyArmy Army CorpsCorps Corps ofof ofEngineers'Engineers' Engineers' (Corps)(Corps) (Corps) requestrequest request forfor for commentscommentscomments ononon thethethe DraftDraftDraft JointJointJoint EnvironmentalEnvironmentalEnvironmental 
Impact ImpactImpact Statement/EnvironmentalStatement/Environmental Statement/Environmental ImpactImpact Impact ReportReport Report (DEIS/EIR)(DEIS/EIR)(DEIS/EIR) (Corps/CDFG(Corps/CDFG(Corps/CDFG 2009)2009)2009) forforfor thethethe 
NewhallNewhall Newhall RanchRanch Ranch ProjectProject Project (Project).(Project). (Project). UnderUnder Under thethe the preferredpreferred preferred alternativealternativealternative (Alternative(Alternative(Alternative 2),2),2), thethethe proposedproposedproposed 
projectproject project consistsconsists consists ofof ofthethe the developmentdevelopment development ofof of upup up toto to 22,61022,610 22,610 residentialresidentialresidential units,units,units, approximatelyapproximatelyapproximately 9.409.409.40 millionmillionmillion 
squaresquare square feetfeet feet ofof of commercial, commercial,commercial, industrialindustrial industrial andand and businessbusiness business parkparkpark space,space,space, andandand threethreethree bridgesbridgesbridges overoverover thethethe SantaSantaSanta 
ClaraClara Clara RiverRiver River onon on approximatelyapproximately approximately 11,99911,999 11,999 acresacres acres inin in a aa portionportion portion ofofof thethethe SantaSantaSanta ClaraClaraClara RiverRiverRiver ValleyValleyValley withinwithinwithin 
northwestern northwesternnorthwestern LosLos Los AngelesAngeles Angeles County,County, County, betweenbetween between thethe the citycity city ofofof SantaSantaSanta ClaritaClaritaClarita tototo thethethe easteasteast andandand thethethe LosLosLos 
AngelesAngeles Angeles County/VenturaCounty/Ventura County/Ventura CountyCounty County jurisdictionaljurisdictional jurisdictional boundaryboundary boundary linelineline tototo thethethe west.west.west. TheTheThe projectprojectproject applicantapplicantapplicant 
and andand ownerowner owner ofofofthethe the ProjectProject Project areaarea area isis is TheThe The NewhallNewhall Newhall Land LandLand andandand FarmingFarmingFarming CompanyCompanyCompany (applicant).(applicant).(applicant). 

TheThe The DEIS/EIRDEIS/EIR DEIS/EIR andand and revisedrevised revised biologicalbiological biological assessment assessmentassessment (BA)(BA)(BA) (URS(URS(URS 2009)2009)2009) identifyidentifyidentify thatthatthat thethethe federallyfederallyfederally 
endangeredendangered endangered unarmored unarmoredunarmored threespinethreespine threespine sticklebackstickleback stickleback (Gasterosteus(Gasterosteus (Gasterosteus aculeatusaculeatusaculeatus williamsoni),williamsoni),williamsoni), arroyoarroyoarroyo toadtoadtoad 
(Bufo(Bufo (Bufo cali/ornicus),cali/ornicus), cali/ornicus), least leastleast Bell'sBell's Bell's vireovireo vireo (Vireo(Vireo (Vireo belliibellii bellii pusillus),pusillus),pusillus), southwesternsouthwesternsouthwestern willowwillowwillow flycatcherflycatcherflycatcher 
(Empidonax (Empidonax(Empidonax trailliitraillii traillii extimus),extimus), extimus), CaliforniaCalifornia California condorcondor condor (Gymnogyps(Gymnogyps (Gymnogyps cali/ornianus),cali/ornianus),cali/ornianus), andandand RiversideRiversideRiverside fairyfairyfairy 
shrimp shrimpshrimp (Streptocephalus(Streptocephalus (Streptocephalus wootoni),wootoni), wootoni), andand and thethe the federallyfederally federally threatenedthreatenedthreatened CaliforniaCaliforniaCalifornia red-leggedred-leggedred-legged frogfrogfrog (Rana(Rana(Rana 
auroraaurora aurora draytonii),draytonii), draytonii), coastalcoastal coastal CaliforniaCalifornia California gnatcatchergnatcatcher gnatcatcher (Polioptila(Polioptila(Polioptila cali/ornicacali/ornicacali/ornica cali/ornica),cali/ornica),cali/ornica), andandand vernalvernalvernal 
poolpool pool fairyfairy fairy shrimpshrimp shrimp (Branchinecta(Branchinecta (Branchinecta lynchi)lynchi) lynchi) maymay may occuroccur occur ororor havehavehave thethethe potentialpotentialpotential tototo occuroccuroccur withinwithinwithin thethethe 
projectproject project area.area. area. Designated DesignatedDesignated criticalcritical critical habitathabitat habitat forfor for thethe the leastleast least Bell'sBell'sBell's vireovireovireo lieslieslies withinwithinwithin thethethe proposedproposedproposed ProjectProjectProject 
areaarea area (59(59 (59 FederalFederal Federal RegisterRegister Register (FR)(FR) (FR) 4845).4845). 4845).
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TheThe TheTheThe U.S.U.S. U.S.U.S.U.S. FishFish FishFishFish andand andandand WildlifeWildlife WildlifeWildlifeWildlife Service'sService's Service'sService'sService's (Service)(Service) (Service)(Service)(Service) responsibilitiesresponsibilitiesresponsibilitiesresponsibilitiesresponsibilities includeincludeincludeincludeinclude administeringadministeringadministeringadministeringadministering thethethethethe 
EndangeredEndangered EndangeredEndangeredEndangered SpeciesSpecies SpeciesSpeciesSpecies ActAct ActActAct ofof ofofof 1973,1973, 1973,1973,1973, asas asasas amendedamended amendedamendedamended (Act),(Act),(Act),(Act),(Act), includingincludingincludingincludingincluding sectionssectionssectionssectionssections 7,9,7,9,7,9,7,9,7,9, andandandandand 10.10.10.10.10. SectionSectionSectionSectionSection 99999 ofofofofof 
thethe thethethe ActAct ActActAct prohibitsprohibits prohibitsprohibitsprohibits thethe thethethe takingtaking takingtakingtaking ofof ofofof anyany anyanyany endangeredendangered endangeredendangeredendangered ororororor threatenedthreatenedthreatenedthreatenedthreatened species.species.species.species.species. SectionSectionSectionSectionSection 3(18)3(18)3(18)3(18)3(18) ofofofofofthethethethethe ActActActActAct 
definesdefines definesdefinesdefines taketake taketaketake toto tototo meanmean meanmeanmean toto tototo harass,harass, harass,harass,harass, harm,harm, harm,harm,harm, pursue,pursue, pursue,pursue,pursue, hunt,hunt,hunt,hunt,hunt, shoot,shoot,shoot,shoot,shoot, wound,wound,wound,wound,wound, kill,kill,kill,kill,kill, trap,trap,trap,trap,trap, capture,capture,capture,capture,capture, ororororor collect,collect,collect,collect,collect, ororororor 
toto tototo attemptattempt attemptattemptattempt toto tototo engageengage engageengageengage inin ininin anyany anyanyany suchsuch suchsuchsuch conduct.conduct. conduct.conduct.conduct. ServiceServiceServiceServiceService regulationsregulationsregulationsregulationsregulations (50(50(50(50(50 CFRCFRCFRCFRCFR 17.3)17.3)17.3)17.3)17.3) definedefinedefinedefinedefine harmharmharmharmharm tototototo ..... 
includeinclude includeincludeinclude significantsignificant significantsignificantsignificant habitathabitat habitathabitathabitat modificationmodification modificationmodificationmodification oror ororor degradationdegradationdegradationdegradationdegradation whichwhichwhichwhichwhich actuallyactuallyactuallyactuallyactually killskillskillskillskills ororororor injuresinjuresinjuresinjuresinjures wildlifewildlifewildlifewildlifewildlife bybybybyby 
significantlysignificantly significantlysignificantlysignificantly impairingimpairing impairingimpairingimpairing essentialessential essentialessentialessential behavioralbehavioral behavioralbehavioralbehavioral patterns,patterns,patterns,patterns,patterns, includingincludingincludingincludingincluding breeding,breeding,breeding,breeding,breeding, feeding,feeding,feeding,feeding,feeding, ororororor sheltering.sheltering.sheltering.sheltering.sheltering. 
HarassmentHarassment HarassmentHarassmentHarassment isis isisis defineddefined defineddefineddefined byby bybyby thethe thethethe ServiceService ServiceServiceService asas asasas ananananan intentionalintentionalintentionalintentionalintentional ororororor negligentnegligentnegligentnegligentnegligent actionactionactionactionaction thatthatthatthatthat createscreatescreatescreatescreates thethethethethe 
likelihoodlikelihood likelihoodlikelihoodlikelihood ofof ofofofinjuryinjury injuryinjuryinjury toto tototo wildlifewildlife wildlifewildlifewildlife byby bybyby annoyingannoying annoyingannoyingannoying ititititit tototototo suchsuchsuchsuchsuch ananananan extentextentextentextentextent asasasasas tototototo significantlysignificantlysignificantlysignificantlysignificantly disruptdisruptdisruptdisruptdisrupt normalnormalnormalnormalnormal 
behavioralbehavioral behavioralbehavioralbehavioral patternspatterns patternspatternspatterns whichwhich whichwhichwhich include,include, include,include,include, butbut butbutbut areare areareare notnotnotnotnot limitedlimitedlimitedlimitedlimited to,to,to,to,to, breeding,breeding,breeding,breeding,breeding, feeding,feeding,feeding,feeding,feeding, ororororor sheltering.sheltering.sheltering.sheltering.sheltering. TheTheTheTheThe 
ActAct ActActAct providesprovides providesprovidesprovides forfor forforfor civilcivil civilcivilcivil andand andandand criminalcriminal criminalcriminalcriminal penaltiespenalties penaltiespenaltiespenalties forforforforfor thethethethethe unlawfulunlawfulunlawfulunlawfulunlawful takingtakingtakingtakingtaking ofofofofoflistedlistedlistedlistedlisted species.species.species.species.species. 

ExemptionsExemptions ExemptionsExemptionsExemptions toto tototo thethe thethethe prohibitionsprohibitions prohibitionsprohibitionsprohibitions againstagainst againstagainstagainst taketake taketaketake maymaymaymaymay bebebebebe obtainedobtainedobtainedobtainedobtained throughthroughthroughthroughthrough coordinationcoordinationcoordinationcoordinationcoordination withwithwithwithwith thethethethethe 
ServiceService ServiceServiceService inin ininin twotwo twotwotwo ways.ways. ways.ways.ways. IfIf IfIfIf thethe thethethe subjectsubject subjectsubjectsubject projectproject projectprojectproject isisisisis tototototo bebebebebe funded,funded,funded,funded,funded, authorized,authorized,authorized,authorized,authorized, ororororor carriedcarriedcarriedcarriedcarried outoutoutoutout bybybybyby aaaaa 
FederalFederal FederalFederalFederal agencyagency agencyagencyagency andand andandand maymay maymaymay affectaffect affectaffectaffect aa aaa listedlisted listedlistedlisted species,species, species,species,species, thethethethethe FederalFederalFederalFederalFederal agencyagencyagencyagencyagency mustmustmustmustmust consultconsultconsultconsultconsult withwithwithwithwith thethethethethe Service,Service,Service,Service,Service, 
pursuantpursuant pursuantpursuantpursuant toto tototo sectionsection sectionsectionsection 7(a)(2)7(a)(2) 7(a)(2)7(a)(2)7(a)(2) ofof ofofofthethe thethethe Act.Act. Act.Act.Act. IfIf IfIfIf aaaaa proposedproposedproposedproposedproposed projectprojectprojectprojectproject doesdoesdoesdoesdoes notnotnotnotnot involveinvolveinvolveinvolveinvolve aaaaa FederalFederalFederalFederalFederal agencyagencyagencyagencyagency 
butbut butbutbut maymay maymaymay resultresult resultresultresult inin ininin thethe thethethe taketake taketaketake ofof ofofof aa aaa listedlisted listedlistedlisted animalanimal animalanimalanimal species,species,species,species,species, thethethethethe projectprojectprojectprojectproject proponentproponentproponentproponentproponent shouldshouldshouldshouldshould applyapplyapplyapplyapply forforforforfor ananananan 
incidentalincidental incidentalincidentalincidental taketake taketaketake permit,permit, permit,permit,permit, pursuantpursuant pursuantpursuantpursuant toto tototo sectionsection sectionsectionsection lO(a)(1)(B)lO(a)(1)(B)lO(a)(1)(B)lO(a)(l)(B)lO(a)(l)(B) ofofofofof thethethethethe Act.Act.Act.Act.Act. OnOnOnOnOn FebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruaryFebruary 27,2008,27,2008,27,2008,27,2008,27,2008, thethethethethe 
CorpsCorps CorpsCorpsCorps requestedrequested requestedrequestedrequested thatthat thatthatthat wewe wewewe initiateinitiate initiateinitiateinitiate formalformal formalformalformal consultationconsultation consultationconsultationconsultation forforforforfor AlternativeAlternativeAlternativeAlternativeAlternative 2,2,2,2,2, pursuantpursuantpursuantpursuantpursuant tototototo sectionsectionsectionsectionsection 77777 ofofofofofthethethethethe 

.. ... Act.Act. Act.Act.Act. InIn InInIn aa aaa letterletter letterletterletter dateddated dateddateddated JulyJuly JulyJulyJuly 24,24, 24,24,24, 2009,2009, 2009,2009,2009, wewe wewewe acknowledgedacknowledged acknowledgedacknowledgedacknowledged thatthatthatthatthat wewewewewe havehavehavehavehave enoughenoughenoughenoughenough informationinformationinformationinformationinformation tototototo 
initiateinitiate initiateinitiateinitiate formalformal formalformalformal consultationconsultation consultationconsultationconsultation andand andandand expectexpect expectexpectexpect tototototo havehavehavehavehave biologicalbiologicalbiologicalbiologicalbiological opinionopinionopinionopinionopinion completedcompletedcompletedcompletedcompleted bybybybyby OctoberOctoberOctoberOctoberOctober 7,2009.7,2009.7,2009.7,2009.7,2009. 

DueDue DueDueDue toto tototo thethe thethethe scopescope scopescopescope andand andandand complexitycomplexity complexitycomplexitycomplexity ofof ofofof thethe thethethe DEIS/EIR,DEIS/EIR, DEISJEIR,DEISJEIR,DEISJEIR, thisthisthisthisthis letterletterletterletterletter doesdoesdoesdoesdoes notnotnotnotnot reflectreflectreflectreflectreflect aaaaa comprehensivecomprehensivecomprehensivecomprehensivecomprehensive 
reviewreview reviewreviewreview ofofofofofthethe thethethe documentdocument documentdocumentdocument onon ononon ourour ourourour part.part. part.part.part. WeWe WeWeWe areareareareare providingprovidingprovidingprovidingproviding ourourourourour commentscommentscommentscommentscomments basedbasedbasedbasedbased uponuponuponuponupon aaaaa reviewreviewreviewreviewreview ofofofofof 
sectionssections sectionssectionssections addressingaddressing addressingaddressingaddressing biologicalbiological biologicalbiologicalbiological resources,resources, resources,resources,resources, thosethose thosethosethose thatthatthatthatthat maymaymaymaymay bebebebebe associatedassociatedassociatedassociatedassociated withwithwithwithwith biologicalbiologicalbiologicalbiologicalbiological resources,resources,resources,resources,resources, 
projectproject projectprojectproject activitiesactivities activitiesactivitiesactivities thatthat thatthatthat havehave havehavehave potentialpotential potentialpotentialpotential toto tototo affectaffect affectaffectaffect federallyfederallyfederallyfederallyfederally listedlistedlistedlistedlisted species,species,species,species,species, otherotherotherotherother specialspecialspecialspecialspecial statusstatusstatusstatusstatus species,species,species,species,species, 
andand andandand ourour ourourour concernsconcerns concernsconcernsconcerns forfor forforfor listedlisted listedlistedlisted speciesspecies speciesspeciesspecies withinwithin withinwithinwithin ourour ourourour jurisdictionjurisdictionjurisdictionjurisdictionjurisdiction relatedrelatedrelatedrelatedrelated tototototo ourourourourour mandatesmandatesmandatesmandatesmandates underunderunderunderunder thethethethethe Act.Act.Act.Act.Act. 

InIn InInIn additionaddition additionadditionaddition toto tototo thethe thethethe federallyfederally federallyfederallyfederally listedlisted listedlistedlisted speciesspecies speciesspeciesspecies notednoted notednotednoted aboveaboveaboveaboveabove wewewewewe havehavehavehavehave concernsconcernsconcernsconcernsconcerns forforforforfor thethethethethe SanSanSanSanSan FernandoFernandoFernandoFernandoFernando 
ValleyValley ValleyValleyValley spineflowerspineflower spineflowerspineflowerspineflower (Chorizanthe(Chorizanthe (Chorizanthe(Chorizanthe(Chorizanthe parryiparryi parryiparryiparryi var.fernandina).var.fernandina). var.fernandina).var.fernandina).var.fernandina). ThisThisThisThisThis speciesspeciesspeciesspeciesspecies isisisisis listedlistedlistedlistedlisted asasasasas endangeredendangeredendangeredendangeredendangered 
tmdertmder tmdertmdertmder thethe thethethe CaliforniaCalifornia CaliforniaCaliforniaCalifornia EndangeredEndangered EndangeredEndangeredEndangered SpeciesSpecies SpeciesSpeciesSpecies ActAct ActActAct andandandandand isisisisis aaaaa candidatecandidatecandidatecandidatecandidate speciesspeciesspeciesspeciesspecies underunderunderunderunder thethethethethe FederalFederalFederalFederalFederal Act.Act.Act.Act.Act. 
TheThe TheTheThe SanSan SanSanSan FernandoFernando FernandoFernandoFernando ValleyValley ValleyValleyValley spineflowerspineflower spineflowerspineflowerspineflower currentlycurrently currentlycurrentlycurrently isisisisis knownknownknownknownknown fromfromfromfromfrom twotwotwotwotwo disjunctdisjunctdisjunctdisjunctdisjunct localities:localities:localities:localities:localities: thethethethethe firstfirstfirstfirstfirst isisisisis 
inin ininin thethe thethethe southeasternsoutheastern southeasternsoutheasternsoutheastern portionportion portionportionportion ofof ofofofVenturaVentura VenturaVenturaVentura CountyCounty CountyCountyCounty ononononon aaaaa sitesitesitesitesite nownownownownow knownknownknownknownknown asasasasas UpperUpperUpperUpperUpper LasLasLasLasLas VirgenesVirgenesVirgenesVirgenesVirgenes 
CanyonCanyon CanyonCanyonCanyon OpenOpen OpenOpenOpen SpaceSpace SpaceSpaceSpace PreservePreserve PreservePreservePreserve (formerly(formerly (formerly(formerly(formerly knownknown knownknownknown asasasasas AhmansonAhmansonAhmansonAhmansonAhmanson Ranch),Ranch),Ranch),Ranch),Ranch), andandandandand thethethethethe secondsecondsecondsecondsecond localitylocalitylocalitylocalitylocality isisisisis 
onon ononon NewhallNewhall NewhallNewhallNewhall Ranch.Ranch. Ranch.Ranch.Ranch. TheseThese TheseTheseThese twotwo twotwotwo sitessites sitessitessites areare areareare separatedseparatedseparatedseparatedseparated bybybybyby approximatelyapproximatelyapproximatelyapproximatelyapproximately 1717171717 miles.miles.miles.miles.miles. InvestigationsInvestigationsInvestigationsInvestigationsInvestigations ofofofofof 
historicalhistorical historicalhistoricalhistorical locationslocations locationslocationslocations andand andandand seeminglyseemingly seeminglyseeminglyseemingly suitablesuitable suitablesuitablesuitable habitathabitathabitathabitathabitat withinwithinwithinwithinwithin thethethethethe rangerangerangerangerange ofofofofofthethethethethe speciesspeciesspeciesspeciesspecies havehavehavehavehave notnotnotnotnot 
revealedrevealed revealedrevealedrevealed anyany anyanyany otherother otherotherother occurrences.occurrences. occurrences.occurrences.occurrences.

TheThe TheTheThe DEIS/EIRDEIS/EIR DEIS/EIRDEIS/EIRDEIS/EIR evaluatesevaluates evaluatesevaluatesevaluates bothboth bothbothboth thethe thethethe proposedproposed proposedproposedproposed ProjectProjectProjectProjectProject (Alternative(Alternative(Alternative(Alternative(Alternative 2)2)2)2)2) andandandandand sixsixsixsixsix otherotherotherotherother alternativesalternativesalternativesalternativesalternatives tototototo 
thethe thethethe proposedproposed proposedproposedproposed Project,Project, Project,Project,Project, namelynamely namelynamelynamely thethe thethethe NoNo NoNoNo ActionINoActionINo ActionINoActionINoActionINo ProjectProjectProjectProjectProject alternativealternativealternativealternativealternative (Alternative(Alternative(Alternative(Alternative(Alternative 1)1)1)1)1) andandandandand fivefivefivefivefive 
"build""build" "build""build""build" alternativesalternatives alternativesalternativesalternatives (Alternatives(Alternatives (Alternatives(Alternatives(Alternatives 33 333 throughthrough throughthroughthrough 7).7).7).7).7). EachEachEachEachEach ofofofofof thethethethethe "build""build""build""build""build" alternativesalternativesalternativesalternativesalternatives wouldwouldwouldwouldwould resultresultresultresultresult ininininin 
gradinggrading gradinggradinggrading withinwithin withinwithinwithin certaincertain certaincertaincertain areasareas areasareasareas ofof ofofof thethe thethethe ProjectProject ProjectProjectProject site;site;site;site;site; thus,thus,thus,thus,thus, impactsimpactsimpactsimpactsimpacts tototototo sensitivesensitivesensitivesensitivesensitive speciesspeciesspeciesspeciesspecies ininininin thosethosethosethosethose areasareasareasareasareas 
wouldwould wouldwouldwould notnot notnotnot bebe bebebe avoided.avoided. avoided.avoided.avoided. TheThe TheTheThe ServiceService ServiceServiceService believesbelieves believesbelievesbelieves thatthatthatthatthat "build""build""build""build""build" alternativesalternativesalternativesalternativesalternatives shouldshouldshouldshouldshould bebebebebe incorporatedincorporatedincorporatedincorporatedincorporated intointointointointo 
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thethe thethethe finalfinal finalfinalfinal EIS/EIREIS/EIR EIS/EIREIS/EIREIS/EIR that thatthatthatthat taketake taketaketake intointo intointointo accountaccount accountaccountaccount thethe thethethe habitathabitat habitathabitathabitat requirementsrequirements requirementsrequirementsrequirements andandandandand lifelifelifelifelife historieshistorieshistorieshistorieshistories ofofofofof sensitivesensitivesensitivesensitivesensitive 
species speciesspeciesspeciesspecies thatthat thatthatthat currentlycurrently currentlycurrentlycurrently existexist existexistexist withinwithin withinwithinwithin andand andandand inin ininin thethe thethethe vicinityvicinity vicinityvicinityvicinity ofofofofof thethe thethethe ProjectProjectProjectProjectProject area,area,area,area,area, andandandandand strivestrivestrivestrivestrive tototototo minimizeminimizeminimizeminimizeminimize 
impactsimpacts impactsimpactsimpacts toto tototo thosethose thosethosethose species.species. species.species.species.

TheThe TheTheThe descriptiondescription descriptiondescriptiondescription ofof ofofofalternatives alternativesalternativesalternativesalternatives indicatesindicates indicatesindicatesindicates thatthat thatthatthat AlternativeAlternative AlternativeAlternativeAlternative 77777 (Avoidance(Avoidance(Avoidance(Avoidance(Avoidance ofofofofof 100-100-100-100-100-YearYearYearYearYear Floodplain,Floodplain,Floodplain,Floodplain,Floodplain, 
EliminationElimination EliminationEliminationElimination ofof ofofofTwoTwo TwoTwoTwo PlannedPlanned PlannedPlannedPlanned Bridges,Bridges, Bridges,Bridges,Bridges, andand andandand Avoidance AvoidanceAvoidanceAvoidanceAvoidance ofof ofofof Spineflower)Spineflower)Spineflower)Spineflower)Spineflower) wouldwouldwouldwouldwould resultresultresultresultresult ininininin reducedreducedreducedreducedreduced 
impactsimpacts impactsimpactsimpacts toto tototo specialspecial specialspecialspecial statusstatus statusstatusstatus habitatshabitats habitatshabitatshabitats (riparian,(riparian, (riparian,(riparian,(riparian, chaparral,chaparral, chaparral,chaparral,chaparral, andand andandand sagesagesagesagesage scrubscrubscrubscrubscrub habitats);habitats);habitats);habitats);habitats); reducereducereducereducereduce thethethethethe 
numbernumber numbernumbernumber ofof ofofofbridgesbridges bridgesbridgesbridges overover overoverover the thethethethe SantaSanta SantaSantaSanta ClaraClara ClaraClaraClara RiverRiver RiverRiverRiver fromfrom fromfromfrom threethree threethreethree tototototo oneoneoneoneone bridge;bridge;bridge;bridge;bridge; resultresultresultresultresult ininininin thethethethethe avoidanceavoidanceavoidanceavoidanceavoidance ofofofofof 
thethe thethethe 100-year100-year 100-year100-year100-year floodflood floodfloodflood plain;plain; plain;plain;plain; andand andandand avoidavoid avoidavoidavoid regarding regardingregardingregardingregarding oror ororor realignmentrealignment realignmentrealignmentrealignment ofofofofofmajormajormajormajormajor tributariestributariestributariestributariestributaries tototototo thethethethethe SantaSantaSantaSantaSanta 
ClaraClara ClaraClaraClara River.River. River.River.River. AsAs AsAsAs statedstated statedstatedstated inin ininin thethe thethethe DEIS/EIR,DEIS/EIR, DEIS/EIR,DEIS/EIR,DEIS/EIR, AlternativeAlternative AlternativeAlternativeAlternative 77 777 waswas waswaswas designeddesigneddesigneddesigneddesigned tototototo achieveachieveachieveachieveachieve maximalmaximalmaximalmaximalmaximal 
avoidanceavoidance avoidanceavoidanceavoidance ofofofofofthethe thethethe cumulativecumulative cumulativecumulativecumulative areaarea areaareaarea occupiedoccupied occupiedoccupiedoccupied byby bybyby SanSan SanSanSan Fernando FernandoFernandoFernandoFernando ValleyValleyValleyValleyValley spineflowerspineflowerspineflowerspineflowerspineflower withinwithinwithinwithinwithin thethethethethe 
ProjectProject ProjectProjectProject area.area. area.area.area. ThisThis ThisThisThis alternative alternativealternativealternativealternative wouldwould wouldwouldwould designatedesignate designatedesignatedesignate SanSan SanSanSan FernandoFernando FernandoFernandoFernando ValleyValleyValleyValleyValley spineflowerspineflowerspineflowerspineflowerspineflower preservespreservespreservespreservespreserves withwithwithwithwith 
300300 300300300 feetfeet feetfeetfeet ofof ofofofexpansionexpansion expansionexpansionexpansion areaarea areaareaarea surroundingsurrounding surroundingsurroundingsurrounding thethe thethethe cumulativecumulative cumulativecumulativecumulative areaarea areaareaarea occupiedoccupiedoccupiedoccupiedoccupied bybybybyby thisthisthisthisthis species,species,species,species,species, andandandandand provideprovideprovideprovideprovide 
aa aaa totaltotal totaltotaltotal ofof ofofof660.6660.6 660.6660.6660.6 acresacres acresacresacres ofof ofofofpreserves,preserves, preserves,preserves,preserves, therebythereby therebytherebythereby protectingprotecting protectingprotectingprotecting 98.298.2 98.298.298.2 percentpercentpercentpercentpercent ofofofofof thethethethethe cumulativecumulativecumulativecumulativecumulative areaareaareaareaarea 
currently currentlycurrentlycurrentlycurrently knownknown knownknownknown toto tototo bebe bebebe occupiedoccupied occupiedoccupiedoccupied byby bybyby thethe thethethe SanSan SanSanSan FernandoFernando FernandoFernandoFernando ValleyValley ValleyValleyValley spineflower.spineflower.spineflower.spineflower.spineflower. 

AsAs AsAsAs noted notednotednotednoted previously,previously, previously,previously,previously, AlternativeAlternative AlternativeAlternativeAlternative '7 '7'7'7'7 wouldwould wouldwouldwould resultresult resultresultresult inin ininin the thethethethe constructionconstruction constructionconstructionconstruction ofofofofof onlyonlyonlyonlyonly oneoneoneoneone bridgebridgebridgebridgebridge overoveroveroverover thethethethethe 
SantaSanta SantaSantaSanta ClaraClara ClaraClaraClara RiverRiver RiverRiverRiver atat atatat LongLong LongLongLong CanyonCanyon CanyonCanyonCanyon Road,Road, Road,Road,Road, andand andandand would wouldwouldwouldwould avoidavoid avoidavoidavoid impactsimpactsimpactsimpactsimpacts tototototo sensitivesensitivesensitivesensitivesensitive habitathabitathabitathabitathabitat alongalongalongalong.along. thethethethethe 
Santa SantaSantaSantaSanta ClaraClara ClaraClaraClara River.River. River.River.River. TheThe TheTheThe sensitivesensitive sensitivesensitivesensitive habitathabitat habitathabitathabitat thatthat thatthatthat wouldwould wouldwouldwould bebe bebebe avoidedavoided avoidedavoidedavoided bybybybyby AlternativeAlternativeAlternativeAlternativeAlternative 77777 isisisisis aaaaa springspringspringspringspring 
complexcomplex complexcomplexcomplex besidebeside besidebesidebeside MiddleMiddle MiddleMiddleMiddle CanyonCanyon CanyonCanyonCanyon that thatthatthatthat supportssupports supportssupportssupports populationspopulations populationspopulationspopulations ofofofofof twotwotwotwotwo taxonomicallytaxonomicallytaxonomicallytaxonomicallytaxonomically undescribedundescribedundescribedundescribedundescribed 

.....taxa: taxa:taxa:taxa:taxa: aa aaa springspring springspringspring snailsnail snailsnailsnail (Pyrgulopsis(Pyrgulopsis (Pyrgulopsis(Pyrgulopsis(Pyrgulopsis sp.sp. sp.sp.sp. nova)nova) nova)nova)nova) andand andandand a aaaa sunflowersunflower sunflowersunflowersunflower (Helianthus(Helianthus(Helianthus(Helianthus(Helianthus sp.sp.sp.sp.sp. nova).nova).nova).nova).nova). AAAAA descriptiondescriptiondescriptiondescriptiondescription 
ofofofofofthe thethethethe springspringspringspringspring snailsnailsnailsnailsnail hashas hashashas beenbeenbeenbeenbeen completedcompletedcompletedcompletedcompleted bybybybyby Dr.Dr. Dr.Dr.Dr. RobertRobertRobertRobertRobert HershlerHershler HershlerHershlerHershler ofofofofofthethethethethe SmithsonianSmithsonianSmithsonianSmithsonianSmithsonian InstitutionInstitutionInstitutionInstitutionInstitution andandandandand 
aa aaa descriptiondescription descriptiondescriptiondescription ofofofofofthethe thethethe sunflowersunflower sunflowersunflowersunflower has hashashashas beenbeen beenbeenbeen completedcompleted completedcompletedcompleted byby bybyby Dr.Dr. Dr.Dr.Dr. DavidDavidDavidDavidDavid KeilKeilKeilKeilKeil atatatatat CaliforniaCaliforniaCaliforniaCaliforniaCalifornia PolytechnicPolytechnicPolytechnicPolytechnicPolytechnic 
StateState StateStateState University,University, University,University,University, SanSan SanSanSan LuisLuis LuisLuisLuis Obispo;Obispo; Obispo;Obispo;Obispo; thesethese thesethesethese descriptionsdescriptions descriptionsdescriptionsdescriptions areare areareare currentlycurrentlycurrentlycurrentlycurrently ininininin thethethethethe processprocessprocessprocessprocess ofofofofofbeingbeingbeingbeingbeing 
published publishedpublishedpublishedpublished inin ininin professionalprofessional professionalprofessionalprofessional journals.journals. journals.journals.journals.

WeWe WeWeWe recommendrecommend recommendrecommendrecommend thatthat thatthatthat AlternativeAlternative AlternativeAlternativeAlternative 77 777 bebe bebebe furtherfurther furtherfurtherfurther consideredconsidered consideredconsideredconsidered ininininin orderorderorderorderorder tototototo reducereducereducereducereduce thethethethethe levellevellevellevellevel ofofofofofimpactsimpactsimpactsimpactsimpacts tototototo 
biologicalbiological biologicalbiologicalbiological resourcesresources resourcesresourcesresources andand andandand the thethethethe necessarynecessary necessarynecessarynecessary mitigationmitigation mitigationmitigationmitigation effortsefforts effortseffortsefforts associatedassociatedassociatedassociatedassociated withwithwithwithwith thethethethethe levellevellevellevellevel ofofofofofimpact.impact.impact.impact.impact. 
ThisThis ThisThisThis alternativealternative alternativealternativealternative waswas waswaswas alsoalso alsoalsoalso categorizedcategorized categorizedcategorizedcategorized asas asasas thethe thethethe "Environmentally"Environmentally "Environmentally"Environmentally"Environmentally SuperiorSuperiorSuperiorSuperiorSuperior Alternative"Alternative"Alternative"Alternative"Alternative" ininininin thethethethethe 
executiveexecutive executiveexecutiveexecutive summarysummary summarysummarysummary for forforforfor thethe thethethe DEIS/EIRDEIS/EIR DEIS/EIRDEIS/EIRDEIS/EIR (Table(Table (Table(Table(Table ES-2).ES-2). ES-2).ES-2).ES-2).

AA AAA substantialsubstantial substantialsubstantialsubstantial remainingremaining remainingremainingremaining concernconcern concernconcernconcern isis isisis thatthat thatthatthat thethe thethethe DEIS/EIRDEIS/EIR DEIS/EIRDEIS/EIRDEIS/EIR diddid diddiddid notnotnotnotnot adequatelyadequatelyadequatelyadequatelyadequately addressaddressaddressaddressaddress potentialpotentialpotentialpotentialpotential 
impactsimpacts impactsimpactsimpacts ofof ofofofthethe thethethe proposedproposed proposedproposedproposed actionaction actionactionaction onon ononon thethe thethethe federallyfederally federallyfederallyfederally endangeredendangered endangeredendangeredendangered CaliforniaCaliforniaCaliforniaCaliforniaCalifornia condorcondorcondorcondorcondor (Gymnogyps(Gymnogyps(Gymnogyps(Gymnogyps(Gymnogyps 
californianus).californianus). californianus).californianus).californianus). CaliforniaCalifornia CaliforniaCaliforniaCalifornia condors condorscondorscondorscondors are areareareare known knownknownknownknown to totototo roost, roost,roost,roost,roost, forage, forage,forage,forage,forage, andandandand and feedfeedfeedfeed feed withinwithinwithinwithin within thethethethe the ProjectProjectProjectProject Project area,area,area,area, area,
and andandandand impacts impactsimpactsimpactsimpacts to totototo the thethethethe species speciesspeciesspeciesspecies should shouldshouldshouldshould bebe bebebe moremore moremoremore fullyfully fullyfullyfully evaluatedevaluated evaluatedevaluatedevaluated ininininin thethethethethe finalfinalfinalfinalfinal EIS/EIR.EIS/EIR.EIS/EIR.EIS/EIR.EIS/EIR. ToToToToTo ensureensureensureensureensure thethethethethe 
mostmost mostmostmost recentrecent recentrecentrecent informationinformation informationinformationinformation regardingregarding regardingregardingregarding CaliforniaCalifornia CaliforniaCaliforniaCalifornia condorcondor condorcondorcondor useuse useuseuse ofofofofof thethethethethe ProjectProjectProjectProjectProject areaareaareaareaarea isisisisis consideredconsideredconsideredconsideredconsidered andandandandand 
incorporatedincorporated incorporatedincorporatedincorporated intointo intointointo thethe thethethe finalfinal finalfinalfinal EIS/EIR,EIS/EIR, EIS/EIR,EIS/EIR,EIS/EIR, wewe wewewe recommendrecommend recommendrecommendrecommend coordinatingcoordinating coordinatingcoordinatingcoordinating withwithwithwithwith ourourourourour officeofficeofficeofficeoffice andandandandand withwithwithwithwith JesseJesseJesseJesseJesse 
Grantham,Grantham, Grantham,Grantham,Grantham, thethe thethethe Service'sService's Service'sService'sService's CaliforniaCalifornia CaliforniaCaliforniaCalifornia condorcondor condorcondorcondor recoveryrecovery recoveryrecoveryrecovery programprogram programprogramprogram coordinator.coordinator.coordinator.coordinator. coordinator. Mr.Mr.Mr.Mr. Mr. GranthamGranthamGranthamGrantham Grantham cancancancan can bebebebebe 
reachedreached reachedreachedreached atat atatat (805)(805) (805)(805)(805) 644-5185.644-5185. 644-5185.644-5185.644-5185.

WeWe WeWeWe appreciate appreciateappreciateappreciateappreciate thethe thethethe opportunityopportunity opportunityopportunityopportunity toto tototo provideprovide provideprovideprovide commentscomments commentscommentscomments onon ononon thethe thethethe proposedproposedproposedproposedproposed projectprojectprojectprojectproject andandandandand looklooklooklooklook forwardforwardforwardforwardforward tototototo 
workingworking workingworkingworking with withwithwithwith thethe thethethe CDFGCDFG CDFGCDFGCDFG andand andandand thethe thethethe CorpsCorps CorpsCorpsCorps toto tototo addressaddress addressaddressaddress andand andandand minimizeminimize minimizeminimizeminimize thethethethethe Project'sProject'sProject'sProject'sProject's potentialpotentialpotentialpotentialpotential effectseffectseffectseffectseffects ononononon 
federallyfederally federallyfederallyfederally listedlisted listedlistedlisted speciesspecies speciesspeciesspecies andand andandand sensitivesensitive sensitivesensitivesensitive habitats.habitats. habitats.habitats.habitats. IfIf IfIfIfyouyou youyouyou havehave havehavehave anyanyanyanyany questionsquestionsquestionsquestionsquestions regardingregardingregardingregardingregarding thesethesethesethesethese 
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44444DennisDennisDennisDennisDennis BedfordBedfordBedfordBedfordBedford andandandandand AaronAaronAaronAaronAaron O.O.O.O.O. AllenAllenAllenAllenAllen 

commentscomments commentscommentscomments andand andandand howhow howhowhow theythey theytheythey cancan cancancan bebe bebebe efficientlyefficiently efficientlyefficientlyefficiently addressedaddressed addressedaddressedaddressed andand andandand incorporatedincorporatedincorporatedincorporatedincorporated intointointointointo thethethethethe finalfinalfinalfinalfinal EISIEIR,EISIEIR,EISIEIR,EISIEIR,EISIEIR, 
pleaseplease pleasepleaseplease contactcontact contactcontactcontact ChrisChris ChrisChrisChris DellithDellith DellithDellithDellith ofof ofofofmymy mymymy staffstaff staffstaffstaff atat atatat (805)(805) (805)(805)(805) 644-1766,644-1766, 644-1766,644-1766,644-1766, extensionextensionextensionextensionextension 227.227.227.227.227. 

Sincerely,Sincerely, Sincerely,Sincerely,Sincerely,
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ap~o~~ap~o~~ap~O~~ll'p~oJc-rll'p~oJc-r 
AssistantAssistantAssistantAssistantAssistant FieldFieldFieldFieldField SupervisorSupervisorSupervisorSupervisorSupervisor 

cc:cc:cc:cc:cc:
 
JesseJesseJesseJesseJesse Grantham,Grantham,Grantham,Grantham,Grantham, U.S.U.S.U.S.U.S.U.S. FishFishFishFishFish andandandandand WildlifeWildlifeWildlifeWildlifeWildlife ServiceServiceServiceServiceService
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Responses to Comments

RMDP/SCP Final EIS/EIR RTC-005-1 June 2010

005. Letter from U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service, dated August 25, 2009

Response 1

The comment restates and summarizes information contained in the Draft EIS/EIR related to the Project
location, Project applicant, and development characteristics of the proposed Project. Because the
comment does not raise a significant environmental issue, no further response is provided.

Response 2

The comment restates and summarizes information presented in the Draft EIS/EIR and in the U. S. Army
Corps of Engineers' (Corps) Biological Assessment for the proposed Project by listing the threatened and
endangered species that have potential to occur within the Project area, and designated critical habitat
within the Project area. Because the comment does not raise a significant environmental issue, no further
response is provided.

Response 3

The comment describes the U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service's (USFWS) responsibilities related to
administering the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA), and defines the types of activities that
constitute "take" of listed species and are prohibited under the ESA. The Corps and the California
Department of Fish and Game (CDFG) are aware of the applicable ESA requirements, and the Corps
requested formal Section 7 Consultation with the USFWS on February 27, 2008, to ensure compliance
with this statute. The comment does not raise a significant environmental issue or address the content or
adequacy of the Draft EIS/EIR, therefore, no further response is provided.

Response 4

The comment summarizes the process by which the USFWS authorizes the incidental take of federally-
listed species, and identifies the Section 7 and Section 10 permitting processes. Further, the comment
indicates that as of July 24, 2009, the USFWS had sufficient information to initiate formal Section 7
consultation with the Corps. The consultation process is discussed further in Response 9, below.
Because the comment does not raise a significant environmental issue, no further response is provided.

Response 5

The comment indicates that due to the scope and complexity of the EIS/EIR, the USFWS' comments
reflect a review of the sections of the document pertaining to biological resources or federally-listed
species, rather than a comprehensive review of the entire EIS/EIR. This comment is an introduction to
comments that follow. Each of the following comments is addressed separately in Responses 6 through
10, below.

Response 6

The comment states that the USFWS has concerns for the San Fernando Valley spineflower, and restates
and summarizes the information contained in the Draft EIS/EIR related to the regulatory status and
known distribution of this plant.
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Section 4.5 (Biological Resources) of the Draft EIS/EIR evaluated the impacts of implementing the
applicant's proposed Spineflower Conservation Plan (SCP) in the context of the applicant's proposed
development plan and a range of alternative development plans. The proposed Project (Alternative 2)
would set aside 68.6 percent of occupied spineflower habitat occurring on the proposed Project site within
a series of five spineflower preserves that would be managed in accordance with the SCP. Other
alternatives (Alternatives 3 through 7) analyzed in the Draft EIS/EIR would set aside higher proportions
of spineflower cumulative occupied habitat in Preserves. Project impacts to spineflower and mitigation
strategy are summarized in Section 4.5 (Biological Resources) of the Draft EIS/EIR, and Section 8.0 of
the Draft SCP. Please also see revised Section 4.5 of the Final EIS/EIR; and the revised SCP found in
Appendix F1.0 of the Final EIS/EIR.

As described in Section 4.5 (Biological Resources) of the Draft EIS/EIR impacts of the proposed Project
(Alternative 2) to San Fernando Valley spineflower individuals would be significant and unavoidable
under Alternative 2. However, the analyses concluded that the mitigation measures recommended in
Section 4.5 (Biological Resources) of the Draft EIS/EIR would reduce the loss of individual San
Fernando Valley spineflower to a less-than-significant level under Alternatives 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7. In
addition, the mitigation proposed in the Draft EIS/EIR was determined to be adequate to reduce
secondary impacts on the spineflower to a less-than-significant level under all alternatives.

The comment does not raise any specific issues regarding the analysis provided by the EIS/EIR, therefore,
a more specific response is not provided. However, the comment will be included as part of the
administrative record, and will be made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the
proposed project.

Response 7

The comment restates and summarizes information previously presented in the Draft EIS/EIR related to
the number and nature of "build" alternatives evaluated, and suggests that the Final EIS/EIR should
contain "build" alternatives that take into account the life history requirements of sensitive species to
minimize impacts.

The analysis provided in Section 4.5, Biological Resources, of the Draft EIS/EIR considered the life
history characteristics of the plants and wildlife present in the Project area. The Draft EIS/EIR also
evaluated a range of reasonable alternatives as required under the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) and National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). Based on the consideration of each species'
life histories the Draft EIS/EIR concluded that impacts of the proposed Project (Alternative 2) would be
significant and unavoidable to the San Fernando Valley spineflower, western pond turtle and San
Emigdio blue butterfly. However, under Alternatives 3 through 7, all impacts to biological resources
would be reduced to less-than-significant levels with implementation of the proposed mitigation
measures.

Response 8

The comment restates and summarizes information contained in the Draft EIS/EIR related to the
development characteristics of Alternative 7 and its avoidance of impacts to special status habitats
(riparian, chaparral, and sage scrub habitats) within the 100-year floodplain of the Santa Clara River, as
well as avoidance regarding realigning major tributaries to the river. The comment states that Alternative
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7 provides 300 feet of expansion area surrounding cumulative occupied San Fernando Valley spineflower
habitat within the preserves and would protect 98.2 percent of the cumulative occupied habitat in the
Project area. The comment also states that Alternative 7 would avoid the Middle Canyon spring complex
that supports two undescribed taxa, the undescribed sunflower, and undescribed spring snail. The
comment further states that Alternative 7 was identified as the Environmentally Superior Alternative in
the Draft EIS/EIR, and recommends that this alternative be further considered in an effort to lessen
biological impacts and reduce mitigation requirements.

Section 4.5.5, Biological Resources, of the Draft EIS/EIR presented an analysis of the impacts of the
proposed Project and Alternatives on the biological resources that occur in the project area including the
riparian resources that occur within the tributary drainages of the Santa Clara River. As described in
Response 8, the Draft EIS/EIR concluded that with the exception of the San Fernando Valley
spineflower, western pond turtle, and San Emigdio blue butterfly (which would be considered significant
and unavoidable under Alternative 2), impacts to biological resources from the proposed Project would be
less than significant with mitigation. Under Alternatives 3 through 7, all impacts to biological resources
would be reduced to less-than-significant levels with implementation of the proposed mitigation
measures.

Response 9

The comment states a concern regarding the California condor, which is known to roost, forage, and feed
within the Project area and asserts that analysis of this species in the Draft EIS/EIR is inadequate. The
commentor states that the condor should be more fully evaluated in the Final EIS/EIR and recommends
coordination with the Ventura USFWS office and Jesse Grantham, the USFWS' California condor
recovery program coordinator, to ensure that the Final EIS/EIR incorporates the most recent information.

The CDFG and Corps incorporated the most current data available through January 2009 during the
preparation of the Draft EIS/EIR documenting the use of the site by California condor (see Subsection
4.5.5.3, Impacts to Special-Status Species). This included recent information provided by the USFWS
regarding the detection of California condors in the Potrero area of the RMDP/SCP (Root 2008). As
described in Subsection 4.5.5.3, Impacts to Special-Status Species, of the Draft EIS/EIR, until April
2008, California condors had not been known to nest or land within the Project area within the last 25
years (Bloom Biological 2007A, 2008). However, in April 2008, wildlife biologist Chris Niemela
observed a California condor feeding on a dead calf in a Potrero side canyon (Carpenter 2008) (Figure
4.5-5, Listed and California Fully Protected Wildlife Species Occurrences). The USFWS also provided
information that California condors fitted with GPS transmitters had landed on Newhall Ranch on several
days from April through July 2008 (Root 2008). In January 2009, up to five California condors were
detected feeding on a dead calf in the middle section of Potrero Canyon south of Potrero Mesa between
January 27 and 30 (Niemela 2009). A follow-up visit by Chris Niemela was conducted at the request of
the USFWS to photodocument the calf carcass and site where the feeding occurred.

Based on the information available to the CDFG and Corps at the time the Draft EIS/EIR was published,
the analysis included in Subsection 4.5.5.3, Impacts to Special-Status Species, of the Draft EIS/EIR
provided an adequate level of information regarding potential impacts to California condors resulting
from implementation of the proposed Project or Alternatives. The Draft EIS/EIR concluded, based on the
existing information, that impacts to individuals and secondary impacts to California condors would be
significant absent mitigation. The Draft EIS/EIR also concluded, based on existing information, that
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impacts to foraging habitat would be adverse but not significant, due to low prey densities in the Project
area (i.e., cattle carcasses). Although impacts to foraging habitat were determined to be adverse but not
significant, to further reduce or minimize the loss of foraging habitat and avoid impacts to California
condor individuals, the Draft EIS/EIR identified a series of mitigation measures that would provide for
the dedication of open space where this species could continue to forage, and measures that would
prevent the loss of individual birds. (See Draft EIS/EIR, pp. 4.5-715-716 in Subsection 4.5.5.3 for a
description of the mitigation measures.) With the implementation of these mitigation measures, the Draft
EIS/EIR concluded that impacts to California condors would be reduced to less-than-significant levels.

In response to the comment, the CDFG and Corps contacted the USFWS condor expert to incorporate any
new information collected subsequent to release of the Draft EIS/EIR for public review related to the
behavior or distribution of the condor on or near the proposed RMDP/SCP development area. A review
of the updated 2009 condor flight data provided by the USFWS indicated that the RMDP/SCP
development area and the proposed mitigation lands in the High Country Special Management Area
(SMA), Salt Creek area, and River Corridor SMA are located under a commonly used flight path for the
California condor between the Sespe Wilderness area to the northwest and the San Gabriel Mountains
National Forest to the southeast of the Project area. In addition, California condors routinely overfly the
area and are known to feed in portions of the development area where grazing currently occurs and cattle
carcasses are sometimes available. The data also suggest that condors would be expected to continue to
opportunistically feed on cattle carcasses or other large mammal carcasses (e.g., mule deer) within the
proposed RMDP/SCP development area and proposed mitigation lands. The review of the 2009 USFWS
flight data, in addition to coordination with USFWS staff, also suggests that the condor is expanding its
use of the region and can be expected to continue overflights of the Santa Clarita Valley and adjacent
National Forests to the north and southwest of the Project area.

The updated 2009 USFWS information regarding California condor overflights and use of the proposed
Project area for foraging will be incorporated into the Final EIS/EIR. While this information is useful and
continues to expand the additional data on the ecology and behavior of this species, the data do not
provide information that would alter the significance conclusion in the Draft EIS/EIR that loss of foraging
habitat would be adverse but not significant. As recommended in the comment, the Project applicant will
continue to coordinate with the USFWS regarding updated information for California condor use of the
Project area. In addition, as described in Subsection 4.5.2.1, Federal Authorities and Administering
Agencies, in February 2008 the Corp requested initiation of the required consultation with the USFWS per
section 7 of the federal ESA. The section 7 consultation and Biological Opinion process includes an
evaluation of whether a project is likely to jeopardize the continued existence of any endangered or
threatened species or result in the "destruction or adverse modification" of critical habitat and requires the
inclusion of reasonable and prudent measures in the implementation of a project or agency action in order
to minimize any impact (16 U.S.C. § 1536). The section 7 consultation requested the Biological Opinion of
the USFWS on impacts to five federally listed species, including the California condor. This process will
ensure that potential impacts to the California condor are fully addressed.

Response 10

The Corps and CDFG appreciate the USFWS' on the proposed Project.
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