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  Item No.  2 

COMMITTEE STAFF SUMMARY FOR  MAY  16-17, 2023  WRC

2.  INLAND SPORT FISHING

Today’s Item  Information  ☐  Action  ☒

Discuss and potentially make recommendations on  a periodic  inland  sport  fishing rulemaking.

Summary of Previous/Future Action

•  Initial vetting  of regulatory proposal  January  11-12, 2023; WRC

•  Today’s  discussion and  potential  May  16-17, 2023; WRC
  recommendation

Background

At the January 2023  Wildlife Resources Committee  (WRC)  meeting, the Department  proposed 
several changes to inland sport fishing regulations  (Exhibit  1), including  for  Chorro Creek,
Russian River State Marine Recreational Management Area, and Los Gatos Creek.
Additionally, the Department recommended  not  changing the  North Yuba River  sport fishing 
regulations  as  proposed in Petition 2021-020  (Exhibit  2);  in April 2022,  the Commission
granted  the petition  for consideration  in  a future rulemaking.

Today, the Department will present  the details of  the  proposed rulemaking, including a new 
proposal regarding  Bear Creek (in  Shasta and Siskiyou counties).  WRC  will discuss the
proposal  and potentially make a recommendation.

Significant Public Comments  (N/A)

Recommendation

Commission  staff:  Consider public comments  provided  during the meeting  and  recommend
that the Commission  support the  inland sport fishing  rulemaking  as  presented and  discussed 
today.

Exhibits

1. Department presentation

2. Petition 2021-020, received October  4, 2021

Committee  Direction/Recommendation

The Wildlife Resources Committee recommends that the Commission support the proposed 
regulation changes for inland sport fishing, as  proposed  by the Department and discussed today.



Proposed Changes to Inland 

Sport Fishing Regulations

Presentation to the Wildlife Resources Committee

May 16, 2023 

Karen Mitchell, Sr. Environmental Scientist 

Fisheries Branch 



Overview

• Chorro Creek (San Luis Obispo Co.)

• Russian River (Sonoma and Mendocino cos.)

• Los Gatos Creek (Santa Clara Co.)

• Bear Creek (Shasta and Siskiyou cos.)

• Proposed Regulation Change Considered but 

Rejected - Yuba River, North Fork

• Regulatory Timeline



Chorro Creek – San Luis Obispo Co.

Section 7.50(b)(27)

• Lower portion of Chorro Creek open to fishing 

during steelhead season overlaps with the Morro 

Bay State Marine Reserve (SMR) 

• The Morro Bay SMR is part of California’s 

Marina Protected Areas (MPA) which does not 

allow fishing

• Propose to align the Chorro Creek fishing 

boundary with the MPA boundary which is the 

mean high tide line

• This will reduce approximately 0.75 miles of 

Chorro Creek to fishing



Chorro Creek Proposed Regulation



Russian River 

Section 7.40(b)(79)

• Fishing is prohibited in the Russian River State 

Marine Recreational Management Area (RRSMRMA)

• Only reference to the RRSMRMA is in the ocean 

sport fishing regulations booklet

• Anglers fishing for anadromous and freshwater 

species often don’t check the ocean sport fishing 

regulations booklet

• New subsection will clarify that fishing is not allowed 

in that portion of the Russian River defined as the 

RRSMRMA



Los Gatos Creek – Santa Clara Co.

Section 7.50(b)(81)

• Trout and steelhead fishing regulations overlap for 

2.13 miles on Los Gatos Creek

• Steelhead fishing boundary is below Vasona Lake

• Trout fishing boundary is above Camden Avenue 

drop

• Camden Avenue drop is below Vasona Lake

• Steelhead can access Los Gatos Creek above 

Camden Ave drop in very wet years

• Change trout fishing boundary to Vasona Lake Dam 

to protect ESA listed Central California Coast 

steelhead



Los Gatos Creek Proposed Regulation



Bear Creek – Shasta and Siskiyou cos.

Section 7.50(b)(7)

• Two conflicting regulations for Bear Creek in 

Section 7.50, Special Fishing Regulations

• January 2023, Bear Creek was moved to the 

Fall River Complex regulations, subsection 

(b)(47)

• Concurrently, subsection (b)(7), Bear Creek, 

should have been removed from Section 7.50

• Propose to remove subsection (b)(7), Bear 

Creek, from Section 7.50



Proposed Regulation Changes 

Considered but Rejected

• Yuba River, North Fork:  Public Petition

– Petition requests the regulation be returned to  

catch and release fishing during winter

– Recent change provides more angling opportunity 

with reduced bag limits (2 trout) and restrictions 

to only artificial lures

– A limited harvest trout fishery should have no 

long-term effect on the wild trout population

– Department staff are monitoring the Yuba River to 

ensure the fishery is not impacted by the new 

regulation



Regulatory Timeline

• Commission Public Meetings

– June:  Request to go to Notice

– August:  Discussion Meeting

– October:  Adoption Meeting

• January 1, 2024 – New regulations go 

into effect 



Questions / Thank You



2021-020
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