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068-Radcliff-Bruton_060109

Re:Re: SantaSanta ClaraClara RiverRiver 

JuneJune 1,20091,2009 

CaliforniaCalifornia Dept.Dept. ofFishofFish andand GameGame 
NewhallNewhall RanchRanch EIRJEISEIRJEIS 
DennisDennis BefordBeford 
49494949 ViewridgeViewridge AvenueAvenue 
SanSan Diego,Diego, CACA 9292 U.23U.23 

DearDear Mr.Mr. Beford,Beford, 

TheThe AmericanAmerican RiversRivers designateddesignated SantaSanta ClaraClara RiverRiver inin Northern Northern LA LA County County as as one one ofof
thethe nation'snation's tenten mostmost endangeredendangered rivers.rivers. ThatThat waswas inin 2005. 2005. And And now now the the Newhall Newhall
LandLand andand FarmingFarming isis proceedingproceeding withwith plansplans toto obtainobtain anan Army Army Corp Corp permit permit and and State State
FishFish andand GameGame streambedstreambed alterationalteration agreement.agreement. 

ThisThis isis aa sensitivesensitive floodflood plainplain area.area. ItIt isis homehome toto severalseveral endangered endangered and and threatened threatened
speciesspecies thatthat areare notnot foundfound anyany wherewhere elseelse inin thethe world.world. This This also also includes includes the the
three-spinedthree-spined unarmoredunarmored sticklebackstickleback fishfish andand thethe SanSan FernandoFernando Valley Valley Spine Spine Flower Flower
andand aa hosthost ofof critters.critters. ThisThis wildlifewildlife corridorcorridor allowsallows largelarge animals animals to to get get to to water water
safely.safely. 

AA previousprevious riverriver permitpermit alongalong 1515 milesmiles ofof thethe SantaSanta ClaraClara River River has has not not worked. worked.
ManyMany endangeredendangered speciesspecies thatthat itit waswas supposedsupposed toto protectprotect have have completely completely
disappeareddisappeared fromfrom thethe area.area. SantaSanta ClaraClara RiverRiver inin NorthernNorthern LA LA County County is is a a
significantsignificant ecologicalecological areaarea thatthat needsneeds preserving.preserving. Let'sLet's leave leave it it the the way way it it is, is, not not
onlyonly forfor us,us, butbut forfor futurefuture generations.generations. WeWe don'tdon't needneed another another altering altering "project". "project ".
II stronglystrongly opposeoppose thisthis streambedstreambed alterationalteration agreement.agreement. .

ConcernedConcerned CitizenCitizen ofof LALA County,County, 
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dcliff-dcliff-B/.B/ onon 
42074207 CumberlandCumberland AvenueAvenue 
LosLos Angeles,Angeles, CACA 9002790027 



Responses to Comments

RMDP/SCP Final EIS/EIR RTC-068-1 June 2010

068. Letter from Shirley Radcliff-Bruton, dated June 1, 2009

Response 1

We acknowledge the commentor's statement regarding the American River's 2005 designation of the
Santa Clara River as one of the nation's ten most endangered rivers. The comment will be included as part
of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Project.
However, because the comment does not address the content or the adequacy of the environmental
analysis provided by the Draft EIS/EIR, no additional response is provided.

Response 2

The comment addresses general concerns related to species of concern found on the Project site, which
received extensive analysis in the Draft EIS/EIR, including Section 4.5, Biological Resources. In
addition, for further responsive information, please see revised Section 4.5 of the Final EIS/EIR. The
comment does not raise any specific issues regarding the adequacy of the environmental analysis
provided in the Draft EIS/EIR; therefore, no additional response is provided. However, the comment will
be included as part of the record and made available to the decision makers prior to a final decision on the
proposed Project.

Please also note that the Draft EIS/EIR provided extensive analysis regarding the project's effects on
floodplain areas and associated resources located on and off the Project site. This analysis is included in
Section 4.1, Surface Water Hydrology and Flood Control; Section 4.2, Geomorphology and Riparian
Resources; and Section 4.6, Jurisdictional Waters and Streams. The analyses provided in those sections
indicate that Project-related impacts to the floodplain and its associated resources can be feasibly reduced
to a less-than-significant level with the implementation of proposed mitigation measures. In addition, the
Draft EIS/EIR evaluated an alternative to the proposed Project (Alternative 7) that substantially
minimizes development within the 100-year floodplain as it is delineated by the Federal Emergency
Management Agency (FEMA). This is one of the alternatives the Corps and CDFG will consider before
taking action on the proposed Project. Additional information regarding wildlife movement is provided in
Topical Response 12: Wildlife Habitat Connectivity, Corridors, and Crossings. In addition, for
further responsive information, please see revised Sections 4.1, 4.2, and 4.6 of the Final EIS/EIR.

Response 3

Please refer to Topical Response 3: Natural River Management Plan Projects and Mitigation, for
additional information regarding the implementation of the NRMP.

Response 4

The Corps and CDFG appreciate the comments provided in your letter. The commentor's opinion
regarding the Santa Clara River and the proposed Project will be included as part of the record and made
available to decision makers prior to a final decision on the proposed Project. However, because the
comment does not address the content of the Draft EIS/EIR, no additional response is provided. Please
refer to Topical Response 11: River Corridor SMA/SEA 23 Consistency, for additional information
regarding the proposed Project's relationship to the Significant Ecological Area (SEA) that has been
established on the Project site.




