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1. Roll Call

Wildlife Conservation Board Members
Alina Bokde, Chair, Public Member
Charlton H. Bonham, Vice Chair
Director, Department of Fish and Wildlife
Michele Perrault, Member
Legislative Director, Department of Finance
Damon Nagami, Public Member
Fran Pavley, Public Member
Kathryn Phillips, Public Member
Eric Sklar, President
Fish and Game Commission

Joint Legislative Advisory Committee
Senator Vacant
Senator Nancy Skinner
Senator Henry Stern
Assemblymember Luz Rivas
Assemblymember Buffy Wicks 1 Alternate
Assemblymember Rick Zbur
Assemblymember Miguel Santiago i Alternate
Assemblymember Steve Bennett
Assemblymember Marc Berman i Alternate

Acting Executive Director
Rebecca Fris
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2. Public Forum for Items not on this Agenda
This item provides an opportunity for the general public to share comments or
concerns on topics that are not included in this agenda. Speakers shall be limited
to two minutes. The Board may not discuss or take action on any matter raised
during this item, except to decide whether to place the matter on the agenda of a
future meeting. (Sections 11125, 11125.7(a), Government Code)

3. Funding Status - Informat ion
The following funding status depicts total Capital Outlay and Local Assistance
appropriations by fund source and fund number:

GENERAL FUND (0001)
August 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:
Total Project Development:
Projected Unallocated Balance:

$809,989,058.00
(151,756,842.00)
(216,331,065.26)
$441,901,150.74

HABITAT CONSERVATION FUND (0262)
August 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:
Total Project Development:
Projected Unallocated Balance:

WILDLIFE AND COASTAL PROTECTION ACT
OF 1988 (0786))
August 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:
Total Project Development:
Projected Unallocated Balance

GREENHOUSE GAS REDUCTION FUND (3228)
August 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:
Total Project Development:
Projected Unallocated Balance:

CALIFORNIA CLEAN WATER, CLEAN AIR, SAFE
NEIGHBORHOOD PARKS AND COASTAL PROTECTION
BOND FUND (Proposition 40) (6029)

August 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:

Total Project Development:

Projected Unallocated Balance:

WATER SECURITY, CLEAN DRINKING WATER,
COASTAL AND BEACH PROTECTION FUND OF
2002 (Proposition 50) (6031)

August 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:

Total Project Development:

Projected Unallocated Balance:

$67,723,201.44
(4,261,500.00)
(8,421,392.25)
$55,040,309.19

$3,778,917.00
(0.00)
(3,778,917.00)
$0.00

$1,446,225.00
(0.00)
(0.00)
$1,446,225.00

$175,012.00
(0.00)
(0.00)
$175,012.00

$7,075,449.43

(0.00)
(5,231,066.74)
$1,844,382.69
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SAFE DRINKING WATER, WATER QUALITY AND
SUPPLY, FLOOD CONTROL, RIVER AND COASTAL

PROTECTION FUND OF 2006 (Proposition 84) (6051) $6,897,684.97
August 2023 Board Meeting Allocation: (74,104.39)
Total Project Development: (2,520,000.00)
Projected Unallocated Balance: $4,303,580.58

WATER QUALITY, SUPPLY, AND INFRASTRUCTURE

IMPROVEMENT FUND (Proposition 1) (6083) $48,551,577.40
August 2023 Board Meeting Allocation: (0.00)
Total Project Development: (0.00)
Projected Unallocated Balance: $48,551,577.40

THE CALIFORNIA DROUGHT, WATER, PARKS, CLIMATE,
COASTAL PROTECTION, AND OUTDOOR ACCESS FOR

ALL ACT OF 2018 (Proposition 68) (6088) $82,093,893.11
August 2023 Board Meeting Allocation: (6,993,000.00)
Total Project Development: (4,944,244.00)
Projected Unallocated Balance: $70,156,649.11
TOTAL i ALL FUNDS $1,027,731,018.35
Grand Total T August 2023 Board Meeting Allocation:  (163,807,266.39)
Grand Total - Project Development: (240,555,685.25)
Grand Total Projected Unallocated Balance: $623,368,067.10

4. Starr Ranch Presentation
Dr. Sandy DeSimone, Director, Research and Education will present information
on Au d u b 4,000-acre Starr Ranch Preserve in southeast Orange County. The
focus will be on adaptive management approaches and how they use experimental
techniques to remove weeds without herbicides and restore native habitat.

Consent Iltems

Items 5-28 are part of the Consent Calendar
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5. Recovery of Funds, Thursday,

August 24 , 2023

The following projects previously authorized by the Board are now completed, and
some have balances of funds that can be recovered and returned to their
respective funds. It is recommended that the following totals be recovered and that

the projects be closed.

Table 1 - Recoveries by Fund

Fund Name Amount
General Fund $36,563.00
Habitat Conservation Fund $126,965.63
Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund $19,652.88
California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal
Protection Fund $132,732.00
Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Fund of 2002 $12,874.00
Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and Coastal
Protection Fund of 2006 $3,715.31
Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Fund of 2014 $122,564.31
The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and Outdoor
Access For All Act of 2018 $257,186.28
Total Recoveries for All Funds $712,253.41
Table 2 - General Fund
Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
China Hill, Expansion 4 $70,750.00 $42,975.00 $27,775.00
Sans Topo Ranch Conservation Easement $670,000.00 $661,212.00 $8,788.00
Total Recoveries to General Fund $36,563.00
Table 3 - Habitat Conservation Fund
Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
Agoura Hills -Santa Monica Mountains Gateway $2,320,000.00 | $2,300,000.00 $20,000.00
Butte Valley Wildlife Area Wetland Enhancement $872,000.00 | $843,045.58 $28,954.42
Genga/Banning Ranch $6,020,000.00 | $6,000,000.00 $20,000.00
Jamul Creek Watershed Riparian Restoration $1,696,000.00 | $1,696,000.00 $0.00
Jamul Creek Watershed Riparian Restoration,
Augmentation $375,000.00 $375,000.00 $0.00
North Table Mountain, Exp. 3 (Donation) $30,000.00 $26,690.00 $3,310.00
South Central Coast Invasive Weed Eradication $354,500.00 $299,798.79 $54,701.21
Upper Butte Basin Wildlife Area Engineering Study $590,000.00 | $590,000.00 $0.00
Total Recoveries to Habitat Conservation Fund $126,965.63
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Table 4 - Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund

Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
Enhancing Wildlife Habitat and Carbon
Sequestration on Working Lands $1,036,442.00 | $1,029,285.68 $7,56.32
Lacey Meadows Restoration Planning $293,000.00 | $283,657.27 $9,342.73
Pereira Ranch Conservation Easement $427,190.00 | $427,190.00 $0.00
Planning For Predicted Sea Level Rise Within The
Salinas Valley $248,020.00 | $248,006.17 $13.83
Procter Ranch Conservation Easement $368,000.00 | $364,860.00 $3,140.00
Total Recoveries to Greenhouse Gas Reduction Fund $19,652.88
Table 5- California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood Parks, and Coastal
Protection Fund
Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
Sierra Valley Conservation Area, Expansion 7
(Bates Ranch) $2,392,268.00 | $2,286,819.00 $5,449.00
Tuolumne River Educational Center, Reeves
Property (La Grange) $140,000.00 $12,717.00 | $127,283.00
Total Recoveries to California Clean Water, Clean Air, Safe Neighborhood
Parks, and Coastal Protection Fund $132,732.00
Table 6 - Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and Beach Protection Fund of
2002
Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
Genga/Banning Ranch $6,090,000.00 | $6,077,126.00 $12,874.00
Total Recoveries to Water Security, Clean Drinking Water, Coastal and
Beach Protection Fund of 2002 Fund of 2014 $12,874.00
Table 7- Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood Control, River and
Coastal Protection Fund of 2006
Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
China Hill, Expansion 4 $14,544.80 14,544.80 $0.00
Glen Deven Native Habitat Restoration $255,000.00 | $254,464.69 $535.31
Quail Ridge UC Davis Natural Reserve System,
Expansion 1 $110,000.00 | $106,820.00 $3,180.00
South Central Coast Invasive Weed Eradication $50,500.00 $50,500.00 $0.00
Total Recoveries to Safe Drinking Water, Water Quality and Supply, Flood
Control, River and Coastal Protection Fund of 2006 $3,715.31
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Table 8 - Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement Fund of 2014

Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
Dos Rios Section 1707 Project $75,000.00 $75,000.00 $0.00
Lower Bear Creek Slough Enhancement $249,598.00 | $241,013.12 $8,574.88
Reconnecting Stream Flows in the Lower Eel River
Delta $2,629,826.00 | $2,522,393.43 | $107,432.57
Southern California Coastal Watersheds Arundo
Eradication $2,307,585.00 | $2,301,028.14 $6,556.86
Ventura Watershed Flow Enhancement and Water
Resiliency Regional Framework $1,783,345.00 | $1,783,345.00 $0.00
Total Recoveries to Water Quality, Supply, and Infrastructure Improvement
Fund of 2014 $122,564.31
Table 9- The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal Protection, and
Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018
Project Name Allocated Expended Balance
Anza Borrego Desert Research Center Solar Array
Project $57,000.00 $57,000.00 $0.00
Genga/Banning Ranch $3,500,000.00 | $3,500,000.00 $0.00
Grasslands Water Efficiency Improvement Project
Phase Il $514,000.00 | $510,893.01 $3,106.99
Greenwood Creek Conservation Area (Lewis Ranch) | $1,155,000.00 | $970,000.00 | $185,000.00
Lone Pine Ranch, Phase | $4,940,000.00 | $4,918,832.50 $21,167.50
Luffenholtz Beach Park Public Access and Safety
Improvements $74,000.00 $50,218.22 $23,781.78
Salt River Public Access, Planning $61,000.00 $60,999.99 $0.01
Santa Cruz Long-toed Salamander (Hasan) $960,000.00 | $925,870.00 $24,130.00
Total Recoveries to The California Drought, Water, Parks, Climate, Coastal
Protection, and Outdoor Access For All Act of 2018 $257,186.28
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6. Klamath Meadows Partnership
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that the Wildlife Conservation Board (WCB) approve this project
as proposed; allocate $1,459,757 from General Fund, Budget Act of 2022, Water
Supply for Environmental Flows, Stream Flow Enhancement Program Provision
(SB170, Sec. 54); authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary
to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and the California Department of
Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to proceed substantially as planned.

Project Title: Klamath Meadows Partnership

Project Type: Planning

Applicant/Grantee: Watershed Research and Training Center
Amount Recommended: $1,459,757

Funding Partners: Mid Klamath Watershed Council, North Coast

Resource Partnership, Salmon River Restoration
Council, Sierra Nevada Conservancy, U.S. Bureau
of Reclamation, U.S. Forest Service

County: Trinity, Del Norte, Mendocino, Humboldt, and
Shasta

Program: California Forest Conservation

Strategic Plan: Goals: B.1 Objectives: S12.1,2.1,2.4

LOCATION

Klamath Meadows Partnership (Project) is a landscape-level collaborative planning
project seeking to increase the pace, scale and efficacy of scientifically based
meadow restoration in the Klamath, Southern Cascades, and Coast ranges. The
planning area encompasses more than 28 million acres of U.S. Forest Service
(USFS) land in Siskiyou, Trinity, Del Norte, Mendocino, Humboldt, and Shasta
counties, and includes the watersheds of the Klamath River and its tributaries
(Trinity River, Salmon River, Scott River, and Shasta River), Smith River, Eel
River, Mad River, and Russian River.

The Project area contains DWR Disadvantaged Communities and several
Severely Disadvantaged Communities within Humboldt, Mendocino, Siskiyou, and
Trinity counties.

The Karuk and Yurok tribes are current participants in the Klamath Meadows
Partnership. The Karuk Tribe has provided a letter of support for the application
and will participate as a sub-awardee for several Project tasks.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Klamath Meadows Partnership (KMP) began in 2020 as a volunteer
undertaking to bring attention and resources to the montane meadows of north-
western California. To date, KMP efforts have been steered by representatives
from several core organizations including the Karuk Tribe, Mid Klamath Watershed
Council, Pacific USFS Southwest Research Station, Salmon River Restoration
Council, Scott River Watershed Council, Stillwater Sciences, UC Davis, USFS
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Region 5, and The Watershed Research and Training Center. In addition to the
listed organizations, KMP collaborates with over 20 governmental agencies,

nonprofit organizations, and scientists engaged in the research, education, and
conservation of meadows in the region.

Meadows make up a relatively small portion of the KMP landscape but have an
outsized role in stream flow regulation, fire resilience, wildlife habitat, water
filtration, cold water storage, carbon storage, and cultural importance. Montane

meadows act as

Afspongeso

t hatamdutigthe and

spring baseflow recession and summer. Many streams in the KMP region contain

at-risk salmonids and this cold water provides essential refugia habitat.

Unfortunately, many meadow systems within California have been disturbed by
livestock grazing, ditch draining, clear cut logging, road and trail building, fire
suppression, high-intensity wildfires and climate change. Stream incision, conifer
encroachment and colonization by invasive plants are common geomorphic and
ecological responses to these types of disturbances. These disturbances often
drastically alter meadow hydrology in ways that reduce water storage and
negatively impact the supply of cold water to downstream reaches during critical
periods. Meadow systems form over thousands of years, and once they become
impaired, they may be exceedingly slow in recovering natural functions. This slow
recovery process, combined with the changes imposed by ongoing climate
change, creates an immediate need for direct action to disrupt or reverse these
negative effects in meadows and the associated downstream aquatic ecosystems.

This Project will significantly increase the rate of watershed scale restoration
projects by filling important information gaps regarding the location, functions, and
best management of meadow systems in the biologically diverse KMP region. This
will be accomplished by adapting established geospatial models and assessment
methodologies developed for the Sierra Nevada and Cascade ranges (i.e., SM-
WRAMP by the Sierra Meadows Partnership, Lost Meadows Model by the Pacific
Southwest Research Station) to suit the KMP region. Geospatial modeling will be
paired with field validation and calibration to create an inventory of meadows within
the KMP footprint. The meadow inventory will then be used to generate a
prioritized list of restoration sites, five of which will be selected for additional
planning and environmental compliance resulting in shovel ready projects to

enable future implementation.

This Project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 6: Expand and Accelerate Environmental Restoration and

Stewardship.
PROJECT FUNDING

The proposed funding breakdown for the Project is as follows:

Project Task WCB NI Total Cost
Funds

Project Management $419,928 $41,363 $461,291

Meadow Inventory $352,496 $97,293 $449,789

me t
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Project Task WCB N?:n'WCB Total Cost
unds
Project Development $496,930 $19,365 $516,295
Indirect Costs $190,403 $38,006 $228,409
Total $1,459,757 $196,027 $1,655,784

Costs associated with WCB funding include:

1 Project Management: Grant administration including invoicing and reporting,
stakeholder engagement, KMP meetings, subcontractor management, and
travel.

1 Meadow Inventory: geospatial analysis, field validation and classification of
meadows within the KMP focal area.

1 Project Development: Strategic Action Plan with priority restoration site matrix,
and development of 90% project designs for five projects.

1 Indirect Costs: Incidental or indirect costs not to exceed 15 percent of the total
direct WCB award.

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION
Support:

1 Christine Howell, Research Supervisor, USFS Pacific Southwest Research

Station
1 Kari Otto, Acting Forest Supervisor, USFS Pacific Southwest Region Six
Rivers National Forest

1 Luke Decker, Deputy Forest Supervisor, USFS Shasta-Trinity National
Forest
Kris Sexton, Deputy Forest Supervisor, USFS Klamath National Forest
Wade McMaster, Forest Supervisor, USFS Mendocino National Forest
Russell Attebery, Tribal Chairman, Karuk Tribe
Will Harling, Executive Director, Mid Klamath Watershed Council
Karuna Greenberg, Restoration Director, Salmon River Restoration Council
Betsy Stapleton, Project Development Specialist, Scott River Watershed
Council
Sapna Khandwala, President/CEOQ, Stillwater Sciences
Ryan Burnett, Director Sierra Nevada Group & Chair Sierra Meadows
Partnership, Point Blue Conservation Science
Opposition:

1 None received

=4 =4 -4 -4 -4 -

= =4

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The Project is statutorily exempt from the California Environmental Quality Act
(CEQA) pursuant to the State CEQA Guidelines, Section 15262, Feasibility and
Planning Studies, as it involves only feasibility and planning studies for possible
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future actions. Subject to approval of this proposal by WCB, the appropriate Notice
of Exemption (NOE) will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.

NCB Various Counties

alifornia
life Conservation Board

% Klamath Meadows Partnership

10
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7. LuginBuhl Ranch
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $500,000
from General Fund, Budget Act of 2022, Fish & Wildlife Resources - Climate
Change Impacts on Wildlife Provision (SB170, Sec. 53.5) and General Fund
Budget Act of 2021, Drought Resilience and Response Provision [AB211, Sec.
35(h)(1)]", for the grant to Siskiyou Land Trust; authorize staff to enter into
appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff
and CDFW to proceed substantially as planned.

Project Title: LuginBuhl Ranch

Project Type: Fee Title Acquisition (320+ acres)

Grantee: Siskiyou Land Trust

Amount Recommended: $500,000

Funding Partners: Sierra Nevada Conservancy

County: Siskiyou

Program: Land Acquisition

Strategic Plan: Goals: A.1 Objectives: SI11.2,1.3,2.4,3.4
LOCATION

The LuginBuhl Ranch (Property) is located at the base of Mount Eddy on the
Upper Sacramento and Shasta River watershed boundary, at the terminus of
Deetz Road, northwest of the city of Mount Shasta in Siskiyou County.

Historic land use on the property dates back to 1857 and was primarily focused on

cattle raising with some forest management activities. However, as the current

owners aged, ranching and timber harvest practices have phased out and now
beekeepingisthemost recent agricultural activity ot
current land use is rural residential and open space, including forest management

activities to support fuels reduction and the beginnings of a transition from an

active cattle ranch into a natural preserve.

The Property is located within a Severely Disadvantaged Community (DWR DAC
Mapping Tool). This proposed project will provide permanent, professional natural
resource-based jobs and has direct involvement from Tribal representatives in the
region.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Property is comprised of three contiguous land parcels which total
approximately 320+ acres and is a former livestock ranch commonly referred to as
the LuginBuhl Ranch. The Property lies at 4,000 to 4,200 feet and is mostly
forested in gentle rolling hills with prominent natural features such as mountain
meadows and fens. Two large meadows are located to the north and southeast of
the homestead.

"Updated due to a typ in the original poshg

11



Wildlife Conservation Board Meeting, August 24, 2023

With its proximity to Interstate 5 and in a desirable location within commuting
distance of Mount Shasta and Weed, the Property is at high risk of conversion to
rural residential subdivision. This conversion would result in the loss of valuable
natural resources and degrade the Property's exceptional conservation values.

Situated strategically in the Upper Sacramento watershed in Siskiyou County, the

ranch hosts diverse habitats such as springs, old growth and mature second-

growth mixed conifer forest, mountain meadow, fens, riparian woodland, and

stream ecosystems. It serves as a crucial conservation anchor to a wildlife corridor

between large blocks of public land on Mount Eddy and Mount Shasta. With 80

percent of the purchase price already secured through funding from the Sierra

Nevada Conservancy, the Siskiyou Land Trust (SLT) is seeking funding from WCB

to bridge the funding gap and swiftly complete the acquisition. The purpose of the
projectisconsi stent with SLTO0s conservation stra
Upper Sacramento rivers headwaters.

The Propertyds unigqgue combination of serpen
volcanic ash and pyroclastic materials from Black Butte and Mount Shasta

contribute to diverse and exceptional vegetation types deserving conservation. The

Property contributes to essential ecosystem services like water quality, flood

control, wildfire resistance, carbon sequestration, and local economic support. A

fen, located on the Property, supports large populations of California pitcherplant

and shooting star, and the wetlands and streams have potential of harboring a

variety of rare species.

The long-term management and stewardship of the Property will be structured
around four core objectives: Protect and Restore Mountain Meadow Ecosystems,
Manage Headwaters for Multiple Benefits, Large-scale Wildfire Prevention, and
Provide Community Access to Natural Resources Education. To achieve these
goals, SLT will develop a comprehensive management plan over the next two
years in consultation with the community, including wildlife biologists, foresters,
Shasta-Trinity National Forest, CAL FIRE, CDFW Northern Region, and the
indigenous tribes with traditional ties to the area. The long-term management plan
will prioritize the maintenance and enhancement of fish and wildlife habitat while
also providing safety training and education.

Conservation of the LuginBuhl Ranch will help mitigate many of the risks facing the

stateand meett he st atebds sustainability goals st a
statewide plans, including WCB Strategic Plan, CA Wildlife Action Plan, CA

Essential Habitat Connectivity, Southern Oregon/Northern California Coast Coho

Salmon Recovery Plan, CA Forest Carbon Plan, CA Water Plan, Upper

Sacramento, McCloud, and Lower Pit Watersheds IRWMP, Siskiyou County

General Plan, Mount Shasta City General Plan, and City of Weed General Plan.

This project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 2: Execute Strategic Land Acquisitions.

12



Wildlife Conservation Board Meeting, August 24, 2023

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

This project aims to safeguard the current land use and enhance the wildlife,
carbon sequestration, and water quality benefits the land provides. The forest and
meadow areas will be protected against development or conversion to other uses.
Forest vegetation will be maintained by periodic thinning to reduce fuel loads, and
pines will be kept from encroaching into the meadows and fen. SLT anticipates
reintroducing fire onto the landscape as part of the vegetation management
program. The existing homes, barn, and outbuildings will continue to serve their
intended uses for residential, light commercial, and agricultural activities on the

property.

SLT intends to retain fee title to the property in perpetuity, although partnering

entities will likely be involved in community education and outreach, vegetation
management, and scientific research to ensu
water values are preserved.

PROJECT FUNDING
The DGS approved fair market value is $2,500,000. The proposed funding
breakdown for the project is as follows:

Partners Amount
WCB $500,000
Sierra Nevada Conservancy $2,000,000
TOTAL Purchase Price $2,500,000
PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION
Support:
1 Angela Avery, Executive Officer, Sierra Nevada Conservancy
Opposition:

1 None received

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The project has been reviewed for compliance with CEQA requirements and is
proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15313, Class 13, as an
acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section 15325, Class 25,
as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open space and existing
natural conditions, including plant or animal habitats. Subject to authorization by
WCB, an NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.
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8. Mt. Shasta Headwater Forest Enhancement
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that WCB adopt the written findings and approve this project as
proposed; allocate $1,838,385 from General Fund, Budget Act of 2023, Nature
Based Solutions i Cascades and High Sierra Upper Watersheds Program
Provision [AB102, Sec. 85(3)(c)]; authorize staff to enter into appropriate
agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and authorize staff and CDFW to
proceed substantially as planned.

Project Title: Mt. Shasta Headwater Forest Enhancement
Project Type: Implementation

Applicant/Grantee: Pacific Forest Trust

Amount Recommended: $1,838,385

Funding Partners: Pacific Forest Trust

Landowner(s): Schroll Timberlands, LLC

County: Siskiyou

Program: California Forest Conservation

Strategic Plan: Goals: B.1 Objectives: SI1.2,1.3,2.1
LOCATION

The Mt. Shasta Headwater Forest Enhancement (Project) is located on the
McCloud-Soda Springs Working Forest property approximately one mile from the
town of McCloud in the heart of the McCloud River watershed. The privately-
owned 1,396-acre Project site contains significant habitats, including 1.5 miles of
fish-bearing streams, multiple springs, a series of beaver ponds, meadows, and
diverse timberlands including oak, aspen, and conifer species. The property is
permanently protected by a conservation easement held by the Pacific Forest
Trust (PFT) and funded by WCB, CDFW, California Natural Resources Agency
(CNRA) and others.

The Project area comprises a significant portion of the wildland-urban interface
adjacent to a severely disadvantaged community and falls within a severely
disadvantaged census tract per the DWR Mapping Tool.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Overall ecological health and biodiversity function of the site have been
dramatically reduced over the last 100+ years and are being stressed further by
the impacts of climate change. Historic land management on the site has included
fire suppression, introduction of plantation-oriented forestry, and water diversion
resulting in densely stocked conifer stands. Meadow, aspen, and riparian habitats
are becoming denuded through increased competition with encroaching conifers
and non-native invasive plants. While the site includes a variety of forest types,
lack of disturbance has led to a simplification of forest structure resulting in
increased vulnerability to environmental stressors including higher temperatures,
drought, extreme wildfire behavior and epidemic levels of pests.
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The Project will increase habitat quality and resilience by applying a variety of
vegetation treatments to the site to increase heterogeneity. Using a combination of
mechanical and hand treatments, followed by controlled burning, the Project will
enhance approximately 741 acres of Sierran mixed conifer stands, 537 acres of
ponderosa pine plantations, 24 acres of wetland and riparian meadows (including
riparian woodlands), 22 acres of native grassland, and 7 acres of California black
oak woodlands. The Project will include burn unit preparation to allow the
application of fire as a management tool for biomass processing and facilitation of
cultural burning techniques in collaboration with the Quartz Valley Indian
Reservation and other local tribes as available.

The Project will have multiple benefits including increased biodiversity function,
habitat resilience, water quality improvements in a headwaters basin, wildfire risk
mitigation for the town of McCloud, and engaging diverse stakeholders for the
return of controlled burning to the site.

This Project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 6: Expand and Accelerate Environmental Restoration and

Stewardship.

The grantee has consulted with the Quartz Valley Indian Reservation during
Project development and will continue to work with them for cultural monitoring
during Project implementation, particularly for prescribed burning tasks.

The Project will not use herbicides.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS
The PFT has adopted a Management Plan that guides management actions for
the property, including management of the Project. If at any time during the 25-

year life of the Project, PFT does not manage and maintain the Project

improvements, the Grant Agreement requires that it refund to the state of
California an amortized amount of funds based on the number of years left on the

Project life.

PROJECT FUNDING

The proposed funding breakdown for the Project is as follows:

Non-WCB

Project Task wCB Funds Total Cost
Project Management $28,135 $82,172 $110,307
Meadow Enhancement $78,820 $78.820
Forest Thinning $148,250 $148,250
Controlled Burning $1,201,016 1,201,016
Indirect Costs $215,038 $215,038
Contingency $167,126 $167,126

Total $1,838,385 $82,172 $1,920,557
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Costs associated with WCB funding include:

1 Project Management: Grant administration, stakeholder engagement,
subcontractor management and permit acquisition.

1 Meadow Enhancement: Vegetation management consisting of
manual/mechanical removal of nonnative invasive shrubs and encroaching
native trees from meadows.

1 Forest thinning: Various vegetation treatments correlated to forest type
including meeting the objective of overall forest health improvements.

1 Controlled Burning: Complete a prescribed burn plan, burn unit preparation
including containment line installation, and application of controlled burning on
approximately 1,300 acres.

1 Indirect Costs: Incidental or indirect costs not to exceed 15 percent of the total
direct WCB award.

1 Contingency: Unanticipated project costs associated with WCB-funded tasks
only, requires WCB staff approval prior to use.

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION
Support:
1 Darryl Laws, Unit Chief, CAL FIRE Siskiyou Unit
1 Lyndsey Lascheck, Forestry & Fuels Project Manager, Shasta Valley
Resource Conservation District
Opposition:
1 None received

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

As lead agency, CAL FIRE prepared a Nonindustrial Timber Management Plan

(NTMP) 2-15-NTMP-003-SIS for the Project pursuant to the provisions of CEQA.

Staff has considered the NTMP and has prepared proposed written findings
documenting WCBO6s compliance with CEQA. Sub
by WCB, the appropriate Notice of Determination (NOD) will be filed with the State
Clearinghouse.
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9. Hart Ranch Conservation Easement - Rabbit Hill
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $1,475,000
from General Fund Budget Act of 2021, Drought Resilience and Response
Provision [AB211, Sec. 35(h)(1)], for the grant to American Farmland Trust;
authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this
project; and authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially as planned.

Project Title: Hart Ranch Conservation Easement - Rabbit Hill
Project Type: Conservation Easement (3,355 acres)
Grantee: American Farmland Trust

Amount Recommended: $1,475,000

County: Siskiyou

Program: California Forest Conservation

Strategic Plan: Goals: A.2 Objectives: SI 1.6

LOCATION

The Hart Ranch Conservation Easement - Rabbit Hill (Property) is located off
Harry Cash Road, east of the community of Montague, in an unincorporated area
of Siskiyou County. The subject Property is north and east of the approximately
5,000-acre Shasta Valley Wildlife Area, west of the Klamath National Forest and
northwest of Shasta-Trinity National Forest.

The Little Shasta River transverses the northernmost portions of the Property as
well as the Hart Ranch Conservation Easement i Soda Springs property, also on
the August agenda. The Property is in the upper watershed lands of the Sierra
Nevada and Cascade mountains.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Property is of irregular shape and consists of 11 Assessor Parcel Numbers.
The PropertyobébanzAGrRIiwithgnaximam éeBations ranging from
2,670 to 3,500 feet above sea level.

The Property is a mixture of emergent wetland, wet meadow, pasture, riparian,
agricultural, and upland habitats. Approximately 1.7 miles of the Little Shasta River
winds its way through both the Hart Ranch Rabbit Hill and Hart Ranch Soda
Springs (collectively, the Ranches), creating an oasis for avian, aquatic, and
terrestrial species. The working Ranches are an active cow-calf operation.

The acquisition of these Ranches will create a large wildlife corridor, providing a
connection to the Klamath National Forest and the Cascade Mountains.
Additionally, the Ranches are home to numerous avian and terrestrial species,
many of which are listed as threatened or endangered or of conservation concern
at the state or federal level. Such species include tundra swans, northern pintails,
American wigeon, cinnamon teal, greater sandhill cranes, Virginia rails, willets,

*Updated due to a typ in theoriginal posting
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Wil sonds phalaropes, Wi lsonds snipe, bald e
hawks, ferruginous hawks, northern harriers, short-eared owls, yellow-headed

blackbirds, willow flycatchers, bank swallows, coho salmon, coyote, porcupines,

mountain lions, and black-tailed deer.

The Ranches play a critical role in improving and protecting the Shasta River
Watershed as a migration corridor for aquatic species, particularly coho salmon,
identified as a threatened species at the state and federal levels. The stretch of
river through the Ranches has been specifically identified by UC Davis watershed
scientists as some of the most significant coho salmon rearing habitat in the
Shasta River system. Salmon rely on sufficient stream flow and a corridor for
migration, to reach their spawning grounds. This stretch of river provides cool
oxygenated water during the summer rearing season and facilitates outmigration to
the ocean. The property owners have voluntarily dedicated 1.5 CFS of priority
water right flows to the Little Shasta River which improves stream flow within the
Little Shasta River and contributes to higher populations of salmon. Management
practices include flash grazing which prevents cattle from damaging willow and
alder shrubs along riparian areas. Riparian areas are important for nesting birds
and shade the stream to lower summertime temperatures for coho. Further, the
minimal amount of time that cattle have access to the Little Shasta River reduces
the introduction of pathogens, nutrients, and sediments, which not only protects
water quality, but also preserves the insect prey base that willow flycatchers and
coho rely on.

Greater sandhill cranes are state-threatened species that utilize the wet meadow
habitat. These wet meadows make up approximately 500 acres of the Ranches.
The cranes use emergent wetlands for nesting and adjacent wet meadows for
foraging. Greater sandhill cranes have been observed on the Ranches since the
1970s and CDFW confirmed nesting pairs in several locations across the
Ranches. The cattle graze in certain fields during December and January to
remove dead plant matter and make way for arriving birds. The cattle are removed
by the beginning of February and remain excluded from the meadow areas until
the cranes have finished nesting and fledging their young. To further protect the
birds, the Ranches avoid pesticide and herbicide use.

The farming practices on the Ranches provide resilience in the face of climate

change. While the threat of wildfire may increase with a changing climate, the

managed grazing of cattle cuts down on fuel for fires through the removal of

undergrowth and invasive species. As drought conditions occur, cattle can be

shifted to different pastures to increase f
environmentally friendly approach to the agricultural operation improves water

supply and quality, reduces wildfire danger, and protects and restores riparian and

aquatic resources.

This project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 3: Increase Voluntary Conservation Easements.
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

American Farmland Trust (AFT) will manage the Conservation Easement on the
Ranches. AFT is a charitable and educational non-profit organization whose
mission is to save the land that sustains us by protecting farmland, promoting
sound farming practices, and keeping far mer
first land trusts, AFT has been a pioneer in the development of agricultural
conservation easements and has a long history of holding, monitoring, and
enforcing easements. Since its inception, AFT has permanently protected 200
properties in 25 states, totaling over 70,000 acres. In California alone, AFT holds
27 conservation easements. A baseline conditions report will be provided before
the close of escrow and a management plan has been completed for the Ranches.
AFT will monitor the Ranches annually and will protect the conservation purposes
of the easement and uphold the terms of the grant agreement. AFT is receiving
Forty-Eight Thousand One Hundred Sixty-Four Dollars ($48,164.00) from the
landowners as an endowment to steward both easements, including the perpetual
management, monitoring, and any possible enforcement.

PROJECT FUNDING
The Department of General Services (DGS) approved fair market value is
$1,475,000. The proposed funding breakdown for the project is as follows:

Partners Amount
WCB $1,475,000
TOTAL Purchase Price $1,475,000
PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION
Support:
1 None received
Opposition:

1 None received

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The project has been reviewed for compliance with CEQA requirements and is
proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15313, Class 13, as an
acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section 15325, Class 25,
as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open space and existing
natural conditions, including plant or animal habitats. Subject to authorization by
WCB, an NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.
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10. Hart Ranch Conservation Easement - Soda Springs
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $1,250,000
from General Fund Budget Act of 2021, Drought Resilience and Response
Provision [AB211, Sec. 35(h)(1)], for the grant to American Farmland Trust;
authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this
project; and authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially as planned.

Project Title: Hart Ranch Conservation Easement - Soda
Springs

Project Type: Conservation Easement (2,578+ acres)

Grantee: American Farmland Trust

Amount Recommended: $1,250,000

County: Siskiyou

Program: California Forest Conservation

Strategic Plan: Goals: A.2 Objectives: SI 1.6

LOCATION

The Hart Ranch Conservation Easement i Soda Springs (Property) is located off
Harry Cash Road and Big Springs Road, east of the community of Montague, in an
unincorporated area of Siskiyou County. The subject Property is north and east of
the approximately 5,000-acre Shasta Valley Wildlife Area, west of the Klamath
National Forest and northwest of Shasta-Trinity National Forest.

The Little Shasta River transverses the northern most portions of the Property as
well as the Hart Ranch Conservation Easement 1 Rabbit Hill property, also on the
August agenda. The Property is in the upper watershed lands of the Sierra Nevada
and Cascade Mountains.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Property is of irregular shape and consists of 7 Assessor Parcel Numbers.
The PropertyoébanzAGRIwithgnaximam éeBations ranging from
2,600 to 3,000 feet above sea level.

The Property is a mixture of emergent wetland, wet meadow, pasture, riparian,
agricultural, and upland habitats. Approximately 1.7 miles of the Little Shasta River
winds its way through both the Hart Ranch Rabbit Hill and Hart Ranch Soda
Springs (collectively, the Ranches), creating an oasis for avian, aquatic, and
terrestrial species. The working Ranches are an active cow-calf operation.

The acquisition of these Ranches will create a large wildlife corridor, providing a
connection to the Klamath National Forest and the Cascade mountains.
Additionally, the Ranches are home to numerous avian and terrestrial species,
many of which are listed as threatened or endangered or of conservation concern
at the state or federal level. Such species include tundra swans, northern pintails,

*Updated due to a typo in the origal posting
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American wigeon, cinnamon teal, greater sandhill cranes, Virginia rails, willets,

Wil sondbs phal aropes, Wilsonbs snipe, bald e
hawks, ferruginous hawks, northern harriers, short-eared owls, yellow-headed

blackbirds, willow flycatchers, bank swallows, coho salmon, coyote, porcupines,

mountain lions, and black-tailed deer.

The Ranches play a critical role in improving and protecting the Shasta River
Watershed as a migration corridor for aquatic species, particularly coho salmon,
identified as a threatened species at the state and federal levels. The stretch of
river through the Ranches has been specifically identified by UC Davis watershed
scientists as some of the most significant coho salmon rearing habitat in the
Shasta River system. Salmon rely on sufficient stream flow and a corridor for
migration to reach their spawning grounds. This stretch of river provides cool
oxygenated water during the summer rearing season and facilitates outmigration to
the ocean. The property owners have voluntarily dedicated 1.5 CFS of priority
water right flows to the Little Shasta River which improves stream flow within the
Little Shasta River and contributes to higher populations of salmon. Management
practices include flash grazing which prevents cattle from damaging willow and
alder shrubs along riparian areas. Riparian areas are important for nesting birds
and shade the stream to lower summertime temperatures for coho. Further, the
minimal amount of time that cattle have access to the Little Shasta River reduces
the introduction of pathogens, nutrients, and sediments, which not only protects
water quality, but also preserves the insect prey base that willow flycatchers and
coho rely on.

Greater sandhill cranes are a state-threatened species that utilize the wet meadow
habitat. These wet meadows make up approximately 500 acres of the Ranches.
The cranes use emergent wetlands for nesting and adjacent wet meadows for
foraging. Greater sandhill cranes have been observed on the Ranches since the
1970s and CDFW confirmed nesting pairs in several locations across the
Ranches. The cattle graze in certain fields during December and January to
remove dead plant matter and make way for arriving birds. The cattle are removed
by the beginning of February and remain excluded from the meadow areas until
the cranes have finished nesting and fledging their young. To further protect the
birds, the Ranches avoid pesticide and herbicide use.

The farming practices on the Ranches provide resilience in the face of climate

change. While the threat of wildfire may increase with a changing climate, the

managed grazing of cattle cuts down on fuel for fires through the removal of

undergrowth and invasive species. As drought conditions occur, cattle can be

shifted to different pastures to increase f
environmentally friendly approach to the agricultural operation improves water

supply and quality, reduces wildfire danger, and protects and restores riparian and

aquatic resources.

This project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 3: Increase Voluntary Conservation Easements.
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MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

American Farmland Trust (AFT) will manage the Conservation Easements on the
Ranches. AFT is a charitable and educational non-profit organization whose
mission is to save the land that sustains us by protecting farmland, promoting
sound farming practices, and keeping farmers on the land. Asoneofthe nati onds
first land trusts, AFT has been a pioneer in the development of agricultural
conservation easements and has a long history of holding, monitoring, and
enforcing easements. Since its inception, AFT has permanently protected 200
properties in 25 states, totaling over 70,000 acres. In California alone, AFT holds
27 conservation easements. A baseline conditions report will be provided before
the close of escrow and a management plan has been completed for the Ranches.
AFT will monitor the Ranches annually and will protect the conservation purposes
of the easement and uphold the terms of the grant agreement. AFT is receiving
Forty-Eight Thousand One Hundred Sixty-Four Dollars ($48,164) from the
landowners towards the Ranches as an endowment to steward both easements,
including the perpetual management, monitoring, and any possible enforcement.

PROJECT FUNDING
The DGS approved fair market value is $1,250,000. The proposed funding
breakdown for the project is as follows:

Partners Amount
WCB $1,250,000
TOTAL Purchase Price $1,250,000
PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION
Support:
1 None received
Opposition:

1 None received

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The project has been reviewed for compliance with CEQA requirements and is
proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15313, Class 13, as an
acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section 15325, Class 25,
as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open space and existing
natural conditions, including plant or animal habitats. Subject to authorization by
WCB, an NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.
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11. Mill Creek Fish Passage Planning
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $966,000
from General Fund, Budget Act of 2022, Water Supply for Environmental Flows,
Stream Flow Enhancement Program Provision (SB170, Sec. 54); authorize staff to
enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and
authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially as planned.

Project Title: Mill Creek Fish Passage Planning
Project Type: Planning

Applicant/Grantee: City of Fortuna

Amount Recommended: $966,000

Funding Partners: City of Fortuna

County: Humboldt

Program: Habitat Enhancement and Restoration
Strategic Plan: Goals: B.1 Objectives: Sl 2.1,2.4
LOCATION

Mill Creek Fish Passage Planning (Project) is located along Mill Creek, a tributary
to the Lower Eel River via Strongs Creek, in the city of Fortuna. The planning area
is comprised of four sites on Mill Creek at Weber Street, Rohnerville Road, Mill
Street, and Mountain View Road.

The Project is within and benefits a Severely Disadvantaged Community (SDAC)
Census Tract (per the DWR DAC mapping tool). The Project will benefit the SDAC
through community engagement between the City of Fortuna and the Fortuna
school district to develop educational opportunities surrounding the watershed.
Additionally, it will include the design of interpretive signage to be installed at the
Weber Street and Rohnerville Road crossings explaining the importance of fish
passage at the watershed scale to increase ecological literacy throughout the
community.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Both adult and juvenile Environmental Species Act (ESA), California Environmental
Species Act (CESA), and special-status aquatic species have been observed in
Mill Creek, including steelhead trout, coho salmon, brook lamprey, and costal
cutthroat trout. Access to the upstream watershed is limited by culvert crossings at
Weber Street, Rohnerville Road, Mill Street, and Mountain View Road.
Consequently, aquatic species are largely confined to the lower portion of Mill
Creek, which is located within a predominantly developed portion of Fortuna.

The Weber Street culvert crossing is the most downstream crossing and is a
barrier to juvenile fish passage, lamprey passage, and is limiting adult passage to
a narrow window of opportunity. The Rohnerville Road culvert crossing, which is
upstream of Weber Street, is categorized as a partial barrier to fish passage and is
a complete barrier to juvenile salmonids. The upstream culverts at Mill Street and
Mountain View Road appear to also be partial fish barriers. Each crossing consists
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of two reinforced concrete pipes that are perched or have shallow flow. All four
culvert crossings are complete barriers to juvenile fish.

The Project will create shovel-ready plans to remove and replace the four culverts
that are considered barriers to fish migration with fish-friendly culverts that will
benefit aquatic species, particularly ESA and CESA listed salmonids which are
known to occur and utilize the Lower Eel River watershed. Expected outcomes
include future fish access to approximately 4,550 feet of upstream habitat and
6,315 feet of intermittent stream habitat.

The Project will include: (1) the completion of topographic, geotechnical, hydraulic
and environmental surveys, (2) production of a Geotechnical Report, Biological
Technical Memo, and Cultural Resources Report, (3) 30%, 65%, and 100%
construction design plans, (4) a Basis of Design Report, (5) completion of CEQA
compliance, and (6) completion of permit applications to create a shovel-ready

Project.

This Project contributes to the goals of Pathway to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 6: Expand and Accelerate Environmental Restoration and

Stewardship.
PROJECT FUNDING

The proposed funding breakdown for the Project is as follows:

Non-WCB

Project Task WCB Funds Total Cost
Project Management and $15,499 $10,000 $25,499
Operating Expenses
Supporting Technical $319,523 $319,523
Studies
Design $588,604 $588,604
CEQA and Permitting $42,374 $42,374

Total $966,000 $10,000 $976,000

Costs associated with WCB funding include:

1 Project Management and Operating Expenses: Provide technical and
administrative services associated with performing and completing the work for

this Project.

1 Supporting Technical Studies: Complete design and permitting-dependent data

collection and technical studies.

1 Design: Complete engineering designs and associated Basis of Design Report

in coordination with City of Fortuna and local CDFW technical staff.

1 CEQA and Permitting: Submit all required permits and CEQA analysis to
further support a shovel-ready Project.
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PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION
Support:
{ Jim Wood, Assemblymember, 2" District

f Michelle Bushnell, 2" District Supervisor, County of Humboldt
{1 Patrick Higgins, Managing Director, Eel River Recovery Project

Opposition:
1 None received

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The Project is statutorily exempt from CEQA pursuant to the State CEQA
Guidelines, Section 15262, Feasibility and Planning Studies, as it involves only
feasibility and planning studies for possible future actions. Subject to approval of
this proposal by WCB, the appropriate NOE will be filed with the State

Clearinghouse
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12. United States Highway 395 Wildlife Overpass Planning
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $5,375,000
from General Fund, Budget Act of 2022, Drought Package Provision [SB129, Sec.
89(3)]; authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to
accomplish this project; and authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially as

planned.

Project Title: United States Highway 395 Wildlife Overpass
Planning

Project Type: Planning

Applicant/Grantee: Lassen County Transportation Commission

Amount Recommended: $5,375,000

Funding Partners: None

Counties: Lassen and Sierra

Program: Habitat Enhancement and Restoration

Strategic Plan: Goals: B.1 Objectives: SI'1.1,1.2

LOCATION

The United States Highway 395 Wildlife Overpass Planning (Project) is located
along U. S. Highway 395 (US 395) from Susanville to the California-Nevada
border. This portion of US 395 is approximately 70 miles long and acts as a barrier
to wildlife movement from the Sierra Nevada to the west of the roadway to the high
plains east of the highway.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The eastern side of the Sierra Nevada mountain range near Honey Lake, with its

high mountain habitat to the west and the low-lying sage brush to the east, has an
abundanceofwi | dl i fe. The area currently supports
significant populations of migratory deer, black bears, mountain lions, badgers,

gray fox, bobcats, elk, and pronghorn antelope. All these species, to one degree or

another, depend on migrating between these habitats on a daily or seasonal basis.

Historically, this has not been a problem because the area benefited from a

combination of protected lands and low-density road and land development.

Unfortunately, increasing vehicle traficon US 395, t he areads main tr a
artery, has bisected seasonal migration corridors and interrupted critical wildlife

movement. A major driver of this is the growing truck-borne freight traffic between

northern California and western Nevada which has increased the frequency of

wildlife-vehicle collisions. Oftentimes, truck drivers do not stop for wildlife because

it does not pose a significant hazard to drivers, will not result in substantial vehicle

damage, or swerving is difficult or dangerous.

The section of US 395 that runs from the CA-NV border to Susanville now has

such a high occurrence of wildlife-vehicle collisions that CDFW lists three of its

segments on its 2022 Wildlife Movement Barriers Priority list. Two of these

segments, US 395 near Janesvileand US 395 near Doyl e, are ¢
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Priorityo which
throughout the entire state.

pl aces them among the

To improve permeability and restore wildlife movement across US 395, the Project
will investigate and plan for the construction of overcrossing and/or undercrossing
structures and directional fencing. The type and location of these structures will be
determined based on site characteristics, such as roadway location, topography,
and landscape ecology. This will require studies of wildlife movement patterns
along with technical studies of the
hydrology. This information will then be used to identify locations that provide the
greatest benefit to migratory wildlife while balancing maintenance and land
ownership considerations.

The Project wildl be carried out under
delivery process. Using project funds from WCB, the project team will develop a
Project Initiation Document (PID). PIDs are required by the California
Transportation Commission to program transportation projects into the State
Highway Operation and Protection Program. The PID will be based on a Project
Study Report and Preliminary Environmental Analysis Report.

Following the PID process, Caltrans will enter the Project Approval and
Environmental Document (PA&ED) phase. At this stage, any necessary
environmental documents pursuant to the National Environmental Policy Act
(NEPA) and CEQA will be developed. The Project will then utilize the results of the
technical studies to develop conceptual plans for up to four wildlife overpass
alternatives. From these four options, a preferred alternative will be chosen for
which the Project will develop 35% and 65% design plans along with engineering
specifications and estimates.

This Project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 6: Expand and Accelerate Environmental Restoration and
Stewardship.

PROJECT FUNDING
The proposed funding breakdown for the Project is as follows:

t

Project Task WCB NOTeE Total Cost
Funds

Project Management $843,243 $843,243
Technical Studies and Designs | $2,497,506 $2,497,506
Environmental Review and
Project Documentation $1,940,926 $1,940,926
Outreach $93,325 $93,325

TOTAL $5,375,000 === $5,375,000
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Costs associated with WCB funding include:

1 Project Management: Oversight of Project tasks, grant administration,
facilitating Project team meetings, and coordination with stakeholders.

1 Technical Studies and Designs: Any necessary technical or environmental
studies and 35% and 65% designs for the preferred crossing alternative.

1 Environmental Review and Project Documentation: CEQA and NEPA
documentation and development of a Caltrans PID and PA&ED.

1 Outreach: Coordination and facilitation of any necessary stakeholder meetings
and landowner outreach.

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION

Support:

Senator Brian Dahle, California State Senate, 15t District
Assemblymember Megan Dahle, California State Assembly, 15t District
Gary Bridges, Chairman, Lassen County Board of Supervisors

Neal Sharma, California Wildlife Program Senior Manager, Wildlife
Conservation Network

1 John Trammell, Eastern Sierra Nevada Regional Director, The Wildlands

E R

Conservancy

1 Mari Galloway, California Program Director, Wildlands Network

T Devin O6Dea, California Chapter Coordina
Anglers

1 Kay Ogden, Executive Director/CEO, Eastern Sierra Land Trust

1 Beth Pratt, California Regional Executive Director, National Wildlife
Federation

1 James Gatzke, Environmental Manager, Washoe Environmental Protection
Department

1 Tanya Diamond, Co-Principal, Pathways for Wildlife

Opposition:

1 None received

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The Project is statutorily exempt from CEQA pursuant to the State CEQA
Guidelines, Section 15262, Feasibility and Planning Studies, as it involves only
feasibility and planning studies for possible future actions. Subject to approval of
this proposal by WCB, the appropriate NOE will be filed with the State
Clearinghouse
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13. Erikson Ranch Wetland and Nesting Habitat Enhancement
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $671,000
from Habitat Conservation Fund (Proposition 117), Fish and Game Code Section
2786dIWCP; authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to
accomplish this project; and authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially as

planned.

Project Title: Erikson Ranch Wetland and Nesting Habitat
Enhancement

Project Type: Implementation

Applicant/Grantee: California Waterfowl Association

Amount Recommended: $671,000

Funding Partners: Private landowner, U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Landowner(s): Private landowner

County: Butte

Program: Inland Wetlands Conservation

Strategic Plan: Goals: B.1 Objectives: Sl 2.1

LOCATION

The Erickson Ranch Wetland and Nesting Habitat Enhancement (Project) is

located on private property one mile north of the town of Honcut in Butte County.

The property was historically managed for agricultural use. The property was

protected by a WCB funded conservation easement in 1998 and is also enrolled in

CDFWé6s California Waterfowl Habitat Progr am
assistance to manage wetland habitat for the benefit of wetland dependent

species. The Project area is managed to provide high quality wetland, upland, and
riparian habitat within the Central Valley

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Project will provide resources for wildlife species that utilize wetland and
upland habitats in the Sacramento Valley. The Project is composed of four tasks
including development of new wetland units, establishment of a secure water
supply through drilling a new well, establishment of perennial nesting cover, and
installation of a lift pump/pipeline that will serve as a water recovery system
improving water use efficiency. These four tasks will greatly improve water
conservation efforts, provide new wetland habitat, perennial nesting cover, and
secure an additional water supply to ensure that wetlands will be flooded for years
to come.

Habitat conditions within the Project area varies considerably. Existing wetland
units are very small and have water control structures that are undersized and in
some cases nonfunctioning. Units have drainage issues and water movement is
limited due to a lack of established swales. The property has three existing wells
that provide some water for management; however, it is not enough to conduct
moist soil management practices across the property. The three wells are old and
need to be refurbished to ensure they function dependably for management. The
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Project site holds water extremely well when it is flooded but lacks the ability to
move water unit to unit, this will be resolved by infrastructure upgrades.

To increase water use efficiency and improve habitat quantity and quality, the
Project will complete four main tasks:

1. Create 88 acres of new seasonal wetland units (through conversion of relic
agricultural fields), including construction of levees, islands, swales, and new
water control structures to maximize water use efficiency.

2. Develop a new deep well and pump that will provide a secure water source for
habitat management. The three existing wells are over 50 years old and are at
the later stages of their dependable life span. The Project will refurbish the
three existing wells and tie all four wells together with pipelines allowing for
direct supply of water to 125 acres of seasonal wetlands, and to the 17.5-acre
semi-permanent wetland/storage unit.

3. Develop and undertake the planting and establishment of 70+ acres of
perennial upland grasses. This upland component of the Project will provide
adequate cover resources for nesting waterfowl and other ground nesting bird
species. The planting effort will greatly complement the semi-permanent
wetland unit and will help to increase local waterfowl production.

4. Install a recovery lift pump/pipeline system that will enable all water on the
property to be recovered and pumped back into the semi-permanent wetland.
The ability to recover and store water will enable efficient water delivery to
habitat units while maintaining management flexibility.

In addition to providing habitat for migratory birds along the Pacific Flyway, the

Project will improve managed water supplies, protect, and create high quality

habitats while increasing resource diversity for a variety of species. Keynote listed

species that are known to use the region include: western yellow billed cuckoo,

greater sandhil |l crane, and Swainsonds hawk
wetlands in the Sacramento Valley will also increase available habitat for a host of

bird species that are being impacted by the loss of habitat in the surrounding

communities.

The Project area is located in the Wyandotte Creek Subbasin, within the larger

Sacramento Valley Groundwater Basin. The Wyandotte Creek Subbasin is a

medium-priority Subbasin and is managed by the Wyandotte Creek Groundwater

Sustainability Agency (Wyandotte Creek GSA) to meet Sustainable Groundwater

Management Act requirements. To comply with Executive Order N-3-23, which

revises sections of Executive Order N-7-22, the grantee will coordinate with Butte

County to obtain written verification from the Wyandotte Creek GSA that

construction and operation of the new and refurbished wells will be consistent with

the Wyandotte Creek GSAO6s Grou)addwdhotr Sust a
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decrease the likelihood of achieving a sustainability goal for the subbasin covered

by the GSP.

This Project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 6: Expand and Accelerate Environmental Restoration and

Stewardship.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS
The landowner has adopted a Management Plan, per the requirements of the
Permanent Wetland Easement Program, that guides management actions for the
property, including management of the Project area. If at any time during the 25-
year life of the Project, the landowner does not manage and maintain the Project
improvements, the Grant Agreement requires that it refund to the state of California
an amortized amount of funds based on the number of years left on the Project life.

PROJECT FUNDING

The proposed funding breakdown for the Project is as follows:

Project Task WCB N?:n'WCB Total Cost
unds
Project Management $48,920 $48,920
Construction $505,625 $103,336 $608,961
Indirect Costs $55,455 $55,455
Contingency $61,000 $61,000
Total $671,000 $103,336 $774,336

Costs associated with WCB funding include:

1 Project Management: Construction management, invoicing, and project status
updates including writing a final report.

1 Construction: Construction of project improvements including earthmoving,
construction of wetland including habitat features, drilling of new well and
refurbishment of three additional wells, planting of upland field, purchasing and
installing a lift pump and recovery pipeline and associated water control

structures.

1 Indirect Costs: Incidental or indirect costs not to exceed 15 percent of the total

direct WCB award.

1 Contingency: Unanticipated project costs associated with WCB-funded tasks

only, requires WCB staff approval prior to use.

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION

Support:

1 James Cogswell, Coordinator, Central Valley Joint Venture
1 Scott Gardner, Branch Chief, Wildlife Branch, CDFW

Opposition:
91 None received
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CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The Project is proposed as exempt from CEQA pursuant to the State CEQA
Guidelines, Section 15301, Class 1, Existing Facilities, as repair or minor alteration
of existing private facilities or equipment involving negligible expansion of former
use, Section 15302, Class 2, Replacement or Reconstruction, as replacement or
reconstruction of existing structures and facilities where the new structure is
located on the same site and will have substantially the same purpose and
capacity, Section 15303, Class 3, New Construction or Conversion of Small
Structures, consisting of installation of small new equipment and facilities, and
Section 15304, Class 4, Minor Alterations to Land, related to road improvements
that do not involve the removal of healthy, mature, scenic trees. Subject to
approval of this proposal by WCB, the appropriate NOE will be filed with the State
Clearinghouse.
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14. Feather River Wildlife Area, Shanghai Bend Unit Transfer
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed for a no cost
transfer of land by CDFW to Sutter County (County) to own, operate, and maintain
in perpetuity for purposes of public access, public recreation, and habitat
preservation; authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to
accomplish this project; and authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially as

planned.

Project Title: Feather River Wildlife Area
Shanghai Bend Unit Transfer

Project Type: CDFW Disposal/Sale (142+ acres)

Transferee: Sutter County

Amount Recommended: $0

County: Sutter

Program: Land Acquisition

Strategic Plan: Goals: C.1, C.4 Objectives: Sl 3.3

LOCATION

The property (Property) is located along the Feather River with 19+ acres located
within Yuba City and the remaining 123+ acres located in unincorporated Sutter
County.

The Property is generally bordered by Levee Road to the west and the Feather
River to the east. Immediately west of Levee Road is a large single-family
subdivision. Across the Feather River is Yuba County and the community of
Olivehurst. Approximately 30 miles to the south lies downtown Sacramento.

A portion of the Property is located within a Disadvantaged Community (DWR DAC
Mapping Tool).

PROJECT DESCRIPTION
The Property is irregularly shaped with a raised levee road, which gently slopes to
level topography. Improvements include a metal gate and a gravel parking lot.

The Property was acquired in stages, beginning in 1974, to provide fishing access

to a small waterfall, which concentrated salmon and shad, and provided a unique

angling opportunity prior to the deterioration of the waterfall in 2012. The Property

contains habitat for Chinook salmon, steelhead trout, green sturgeon; and potential
habitat for Hartwegds golden sunburst, and
ownership and management of the Property to the County will not impact these

sensitive species.

The Property has been degraded by ongoing vandalism, illegal dumping, and

encampments. Over time, Yuba City and the surrounding communities have
expanded towards the Property. This increase in population and associated
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recreation has created management challenges that CDFW is not equipped to
handle.

Transfer of the Property to County ownership would allow for the implementation of

Yuba Citybés Feather River Parkway Strategic
portion of the Property. The Plan includes elements such as paved walking paths,

benches, and fishing docks.

The proposed transfer of this Property is b
Acquisition Program. Under Fish and Game Code Section 1348(c)(2), WCB may
authorize the transfer of real property or rights in real property held under the
jurisdiction of CDFW. These activities are carried out in conjunction with CDFW,
which prepared a Land Conversion Evaluation (LCE) report to provide justification
for the transfer. This transfer qualifies under Public Resources Code section
5096.516(c)(3) as a transfer to a public agency to improve conservation
management and public access of conservation lands as described in the LCE.
The LCE must be approved by subdivisions within CDFW, including the land
acquisition coordinator in the Regional Office, as well as the Lands Program,
Regional Manager, and Deputy Director for the Wildlife and Fisheries Division. The
LCE is then submitted to the Director for final approval and submitted to WCB for
consideration and final approval. CDFW approved the Feather River Wildlife Area-
Shanghai Bend Unit LCE on May 30, 2023, and recommends the proposal for
approval.

This project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 2: Execute Strategic Land Acquisitions.

The State Wildlife Action Plan (SWAP) designates the area surrounding the

Property as the Central Valley and Sierra Nevada Province. This transfer will help
advance CDFWb6s | and conservation policies a
SWAP by improving management of sustainable plant and animal communities

that support multiple species of interest.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

Management activities on the Property will include regular patrols for improper use
and trash cleanup to maintain the Property in good condition for wildlife and fish.
This will in turn create safer access for anglers and a more positive experience for
visitors. CDFW lacks the capacity to adequately maintain the Property and meet
the objectives of the original acquisition. Specifically, COFW North Central Region
lacks staff time to commit to regular visits and trash pickup.

The County has the capacity and ability to further the acquisition objectives and is
an ideal fee title owner. The County is committed to protecting wildlife habitats and
native plants, using resources wisely, and making the natural environment
accessible for all. No loss of habitat, recreation, or public access will occur as a
result of the proposed transfer. CDFW and the County are agreeable to a
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conversion of this Property and CDFW will transfer the Property to the County at
no cost.

A Right of Reversion will be placed in the Grant Deed that will ensure, if at any
point in the future the County fails to manage the Property for free public access,
public recreation, and habitat preservation, the state will have the ability to retake
title to the Property.

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION
Support:

1 None received
Opposition:

1 None received

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The project has been reviewed for compliance with CEQA requirements and is
proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15313, Class 13, as an
acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section 15325, Class 25,
as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open space and existing
natural conditions, including plant or animal habitats. Subject to authorization by
WCB, an NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.
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15. Tahoe Forest Gateway (Leidesdorff )
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $2,250,000
from General Fund, Budget Act of 2022, Water, Drought, and other Infrastructure
Provision [AB179, Sec. 19.56 (a)(9)] for the grant to 40 Acre Conservation League;
authorize staff to enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this
project; and authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially as planned.

Project Title: Tahoe Forest Gateway (Leidesdorff)
Project Type: Fee Title Acquisition (650+ acres)
Grantee: 40 Acre Conservation League
Amount Recommended: $2,250,000

Funding Partners: Sierra Nevada Conservancy
County: Placer

Program: Land Acquisition

Strategic Plan: Goals: A.1,A2,C1,C4

Objectives: S11.3,1.4,3.1,3.2,3.3,34

LOCATION

The 650-acre Leidesdorff property (Property) is located in the American River
watershed along Interstate 80 between Blue Canyon and Nyack, just below
Emigrant Gap. It is midway between Auburn and Truckee in Placer County and 70
miles northeastof Sacr ament o at about Prepefly@dnsdistsefl evati o
mixed conifer forest and contains Lake Putt, a human-made reservoir with a
spillway that connects to and becomes Blue Canyon Creek, which flows into the
North Fork of the American River. The terrain varies from gentle to steep slopes.
Prior WCB funded acquisitions in the surrounding area include American River
Headwaters (2015; 9,955 acres), Royal Gorge (2013; 2,520 acres), and Bruin
Ranch Phase | (2010; 1,773 acres). The Property is not located within a
disadvantaged community.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

The Property is owned by a consortium and is comprised of several irregularly

shaped parcels. The Property is bordered by an urban subdivision to the west and

a Shell gas station to the east. The Tahoe National Forest and private properties

surround the property. Substantial infrastructure exists on and in proximity to the

site, including a petroleum pipeline, Pacific Gas and Electric (PG&E) distribution

lines, Emigrant Gap Mutual Water Companydr i nki ng water assets, (
rail line, and Lake Putt. The highest and best use of the property varies by parcel

and includes rural residential development, recreation, and timber harvesting.

The property contains Sierra mixed conifer, montane hardwood conifer, montane
hardwood, montane chaparral, and white fir habitats. Waterways on the property
include Lake Putt, which spills into Blue Canyon Creek. The property provides
habitat to the Blue Canyon deer herd.
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The CDFW Areas of Conservation Emphasis study ranks the site as 3/5 for
connectivity, and the site is contiguous with thousands of acres of protected land
(Tahoe National Forest). The Tahoe National Forest has started implementing a
comprehensive, large-scale forest improvement and fire risk reduction project
along 1-80 up to Echo Summit. Future forest improvements on the Property will
complement this effort.

This project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 2: Execute Strategic Land Acquisitions.

MANAGEMENT OBJECTIVES AND NEEDS

In the future, 40 Acre Conservation League may implement forest health
treatments, which may include the removal of fuels from channels, thin forests,
enhance oak woodlands, remove invasive species, and reforest over-logged parts
of the forest. The 40 Acre Conservation League also hopes to develop a multi-
benefit nature center that will function as a trailhead.

PROJECT FUNDING
The DGS approved fair market value is $3,000,000. The proposed funding
breakdown for the project is as follows:

Partners Amount
WCB $2,250,000
Sierra Nevada Conservancy $750,000
TOTAL Purchase Price $3,000,000

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION
Support:
1 California Assemblymember Mike Gipson
i California Assemblymember Chris Holden
1 Sierra Nevada Conservancy
Opposition:
1 None received

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The project has been reviewed for compliance with CEQA requirements and is
proposed as exempt under CEQA Guidelines Section 15313, Class 13, as an
acquisition of land for wildlife conservation purposes, and Section 15325, Class 25,
as a transfer of an ownership interest in land to preserve open space and existing
natural conditions, including plant or animal habitats. Subject to authorization by
WCB, an NOE will be filed with the State Clearinghouse.
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16. Mark West Creek and Wetland Restoration Planning
STAFF RECOMMENDATION
Staff recommends that WCB approve this project as proposed; allocate $1,063,000
from General Fund, Budget Act of 2022, Water Supply for Environmental Flows,
Stream Flow Enhancement Program Provision (SB170, Sec. 54); authorize staff to
enter into appropriate agreements necessary to accomplish this project; and
authorize staff and CDFW to proceed substantially as planned.

Project Title: Mark West Creek and Wetland Restoration
Planning

Project Type: Planning

Applicant/Grantee: Sonoma County Regional Parks

Amount Recommended: $1,063,000

Funding Partners: Sonoma County Regional Parks

County: Sonoma

Program: Stream Flow Enhancement

Strategic Plan: Goals: B.1 Objectives: Sl 2.4

LOCATION

Mark West Creek Regional Park and Open Space Preserve (Regional Park) is a
new park within the Sonoma County Regional Parks (SCRP) system which is
currently undergoing a Master Plan development before fully opening to the public.
The 1,192-acre property is located in the foothills of the Mayacamas mountain
range in eastern Sonoma County, three miles northeast of Santa Rosa. Mark West
Creek runs through the Regional Park, where it is met by its tributaries Porter and
Mill creeks. The upper Mark West Creek watershed is characterized by rural
residential properties and scattered vineyards, while the lower watershed is highly
urbanized and experiences frequent disconnection during the dry season.

The project location is not within a Disadvantaged Community. SCRP conducted
initial outreach to seven tribes associated with the area where the Regional Park is
located. During this process, the Middletown Rancheria of the Pomo Lake Miwok,
the Federated Indians of Graton Rancheria, and the Lytton Band of the Pomo
Indians expressed interest in the project and a desire to consult on the Master Plan
development. The cultural resources report has been shared with tribes upon
request, and a Tribal representative from the Middletown Rancheria joined staff on
several field surveys. SCRP will continue to collaborate with tribes throughout the
planning process.

PROJECT DESCRIPTION

Mark West Creek has been identified by NOAA and CDFW as critical to the
recovery of California Central Coast coho salmon. Mark West Creek and Wetland
Restoration Planning (Project) will accelerate recovery of the species by advancing
designs for wetland and creek restoration within the Regional Park. In 2022, SCRP
assessed the riparian areas on the property and identified over twenty locations to
restore salmonid habitat and enhance stream flow in the park. From these
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identified restoration opportunities, the following goals were developed for the
Project:

1. Capture, spread out, and infiltrate flows from small watersheds to prolong
stream flow.

2. Delay drying of the ephemeral tributaries to Mark West Creek and Porter
Creek within the Regional Park over the late spring and early summer
months.

3. Modify relic instream structures within the Regional Park to improve fish
passage for juvenile salmonids to the upstream cold-water reaches of Mark
West Creek and Mill Creek.

4. Increase wood loading in cold-water reaches of Mill Creek to enhance
habitat conditions for juvenile salmonids.

5. Develop designs for a stormwater infiltration basin around the Regional
Parkbébs main entrance and parking | ot.

6. Develop interpretation and signage plan for educating visitors and
encouraging stewardship actions throughout the watershed.

This Project will develop implementation-ready designs for restoration projects, as
well as interpretation and public education materials for the Regional Park, all of
which will be integrated into management of the property for the coming decades
to protect and enhance natural resources and critical habitat. When implemented,
restoration projects will benefit the health and function of the Mark West Creek
watershed through improved water quality, enhanced stream flow, improved fish
passage, and enhanced habitat for salmonids, including endangered coho salmon.

This Project contributes to the goals of Pathways to 30x30 California by aligning
with Pathway 6: Expand and Accelerate Environmental Restoration and
Stewardship.

PROJECT FUNDING
The proposed funding breakdown for the Project is as follows:

Project Task WCB NG Total Cost
Funds

Project Management $89,460 $20,000 $109,460

Technical Advisory $40,978 $30,000 $70,978

Committee, Outreach and

Interpretation

Pre-design Studies and $242,001 $242,001

Modeling

Design and Engineering $157,786 $157,786

Resource Surveys and $245,255 $245,255

Permitting

Construction Documents $190,819 $190,819

Indirect Costs $144,945 $144,945

Contingency $96,701 $96,701
Total $1,063,000 $194,945 $1,257,945
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Costs associated with WCB funding include:

1 Project Management: Staff time for SCRP and design consultant to complete
management tasks.

1 Technical Advisory Committee, Outreach and Interpretation: Technical Advisory
Committee participant stipends, project outreach and design fees for a park
interpretation plan.

1 Pre-design Studies and Modeling: Hydrologic analysis, land surveys, stream

flow data collection and geotechnical engineering report.

Design and Engineering: Design consultant fees for the restoration projects.

Resource Surveys and Permitting: Habitat and biological assessments for

compliance with CEQA, and permit fees.

7 Construction Documents: Creation of the design plan sets and construction
drawings.

1 Contingency: Unanticipated project costs associated with WCB-funded tasks
only, requires WCB staff approval prior to use.

E

PROJECT LETTERS OF SUPPORT OR OPPOSITION
Support:
Senator Mike McGuire, District 2
Assemblymember Jim Wood, District 2
Joe Pecharich, NOAA Restoration Center
Valerie Quinto, Executive Officer, North Coast Regional Water Quality
Control Board
Grant Davis, General Manager, Sonoma County Water Agency
Sheri J. Emerson, Stewardship Manager, Sonoma County Agricultural
Preservation and Open Space District
1 Lynn Garric, Co-Chair, Friends of the Mark West Watershed
Opposition:
1 None received

E R ]

= =4

CEQA REVIEW AND ANALYSIS

The Project is statutorily exempt from CEQA pursuant to the State CEQA
Guidelines, Section 15262, Feasibility and Planning Studies, as it involves only
feasibility and planning studies for possible future actions. Subject to approval of
this proposal by WCB, the appropriate NOE will be filed with the State
Clearinghouse.
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