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137. Public Hearing Comment Card from Mary Courtney

Response 1

This comment expresses general concerns about water supply and the Project's effects related to
groundwater recharge. These topics received extensive analysis in Section 4.3, Water Resources, of the
Draft EIS/EIR. For example, the evaluation of the Project's impacts on groundwater supplies and
groundwater recharge, which is provided on page 4.3-86 of the Draft EIS/EIR states, in part:

"Groundwater recharge would not be substantially impacted by the water demands based
on the best available information. This information shows that no adverse impacts on
Basin recharge have occurred or would occur due to the existing or projected use of local
groundwater supplies. Based on a memorandum prepared by CH2MHill (Effect of
Urbanization on Aquifer Recharge in the Santa Clarita Valley, February 22, 2004; see
Appendix 4.3), no significant impacts would occur to the groundwater basin with respect
to aquifer recharge. Urbanization in the Santa Clarita Valley has been accompanied by
long-term stability in pumping and groundwater levels and the addition of imported SWP
water to the Valley; together, these actions have not reduced recharge to groundwater,
nor depleted the amount or level of groundwater in storage within the local groundwater
basin. These findings are also consistent with the CLWA/purveyor groundwater
operating plan for the Basin (see EIS/EIR, Appendix 4.3, 2005 Basin Yield Report)."

Additional analysis of potential groundwater recharge impacts also is provided, including the following
text from page 4.3-87 of the Draft EIS/EIR:

"Currently, portions of the Specific Plan area are irrigated agricultural land. Some of
these areas would be developed for the proposed Project, introducing impervious surface
over approximately 30 percent of the Project area. The reduction in irrigated agriculture
and the increase in paved area would reduce overall recharge; however, several factors
would serve to counter the impact of urbanization on groundwater recharge within the
Specific Plan area:

 Development within the Specific Plan area would increase runoff volume
discharged after treatment (e.g., in water quality control facilities) to the Santa
Clara River, whose channel is predominantly natural and consists of vegetation and
coarse-grained sediments. The porous nature of the sands and gravels forming the
streambed allows for significant infiltration to occur to the Alluvial aquifer
underlying the Santa Clara River;

 Development of the Specific Plan area would significantly increase the area of
irrigated landscaping on currently undeveloped land, which would serve to
increase the amount of recharge to the area; and

 The groundwater supply for the Specific Plan post-development would not require
an increase in groundwater pumping beyond the applicant's existing agricultural
allocation (7,038 afy).
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In addition, irrigation used in the Project area would increase the amount of recharge
available to the Santa Clara River. Based on the above information, the Specific Plan
impacts on groundwater recharge and levels would be less than significant relative to
Significance Criterion 1."

Based on the analysis of potential groundwater recharge impacts summarized above and other analysis
provided in Section 4.3 of the Draft EIS/EIR, the proposed Project and the alternatives would not result in
significant impacts to groundwater levels in the Project area. In addition, for further responsive
information, please see revised Section 4.3 of the Final EIS/EIR, and Topical Response 8:
Groundwater Supplies and Overdraft Claims.

Response 2

This comment addresses general concerns regarding the enforcement of mitigation measures
recommended by the Draft EIS/EIR. Upon project approval, the California Department of Fish and Game
(CDFG) would adopt a mitigation monitoring or reporting program, pursuant to Public Resources Code
section 21081.6, to ensure that the mitigation measures and project revisions it has adopted to mitigate or
avoid significant impacts of the project are implemented, consistent with CDFG's regulatory jurisdiction
under the California Endangered Species Act (CESA) and California Fish & Game Code section 1600, et
seq. The U.S. Army Corps and Engineers (Corps) and CDFG appreciate the commentor's concerns,
which will be included as part of the record and made available to decision makers prior to a final
decision on the proposed Project.




