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1.1 PURPOSE

This Executive Summary briefly describes the Newhall Ranch Resource Management and Development
Plan and Spineflower Conservation Plan (proposed Project), located in Santa Clarita Valley, Los Angeles
County, California. This Summary also summarizes the significant environmental effects that would
result from implementation of the proposed Project and alternatives, and the mitigation measures
recommended to avoid or minimize the identified significant environmental effects. Summary tables also
are used to describe the significant environmental effects resulting from the proposed Project and
alternatives, and to summarize the recommended mitigation measures.

The objective of this Executive Summary is to provide a comprehensive but brief description of the
Project-related actions, alternatives, effects, and mitigation measures. Please refer to the Environmental
Impact Statement and Environmental Impact Report (EIS/EIR) text for complete descriptions and
discussions of the proposed Project, alternatives, the significant environmental effects, and mitigation
measures.

1.2 INTRODUCTION

The U.S. Army Corps of Engineers, Los Angeles District, Regulatory Division (Corps) and the California
Department of Fish and Game, South Coast Region (CDFG) have jointly completed this EIS/EIR to
evaluate the significant environmental effects of the proposed Project, alternatives, and associated
mitigation measures. The Corps is the lead agency for preparation of the EIS in accordance with the
National Environmental Policy Act (NEPA). CDFG is the lead agency for preparation of the EIR,
pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). This EIS/EIR evaluates both the
proposed Project (Alternative 2) and the six-seven other alternatives to the proposed Project, namely the
No Action/No Project alternative (Alternative 1) and five-six "build" alternatives (Alternatives 3-7_and
Draft LEDPA). The Project applicant and owner of the Project area is The Newhall Land and Farming
Company (applicant).

The Newhall Ranch Resource Management and Development Plan project component is a conservation,

mitigation, and permitting plan for sensitive biological resources and development-related infrastructure

in the Santa Clara River and tributary drainages within the 11,999-acre previously approved Newhall
Ranch Specific Plan (Specific Plan) area. The Specific Plan was approved by the County of Los Angeles

on May 27, 2003. The Resource Management and Development Plan (RMDP) would be relied upon to
obtain federal and state permits to implement infrastructure_and other improvements required to facilitate
build-out of the approved Specific Plan.
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The Spineflower Conservation Plan project component is a conservation and management plan to
permanently protect and manage a system of preserves designed to maximize long-term persistence of the
San Fernando Valley spineflower (Chorizanthe parryi ssp. fernandina; spineflower), a federal candidate
and a state-listed endangered plant species. The Spineflower Conservation Plan (SCP) addresses
spineflower plant populations located within the Specific Plan area and two additional study areas: the
Valencia Commerce Center (VCC) and Entrada planning areas. This Plan also would be used by the
applicant to request take (i.e., removal) of spineflower in areas located outside designated spineflower
preserves.

The applicant is requesting a federal Clean Water Act (CWA) section 404 permit from the Corps to

implement the_infrastructure and other improvements associated with the RMDP Reseuree-Management
and—DevelopmentPlan—project component. The applicant also is requesting from CDFG a Master
Streambed Alteration Agreement and two Incidental Take Permits, one for spineflower located outside
designated preserves within the Project area, and the other for least Bell's vireo, southwestern willow
flycatcher, and western yellow-billed cuckoo.

The EIS/EIR impact analysis follows federal regulations that require the scope of an EIS to be limited to
the impacts of the specific activities under the NEPA lead agency's jurisdiction. For the RMDP
component, the specific activities subject to NEPA are those requiring a CWA section 404 permit and
only those portions of the proposed Project outside of waters of the United States over which the Corps
has sufficient control and responsibility to warrant federal review. Despite this limitation, given the
extent and varied location of the Corps' jurisdictional areas throughout the Specific Plan area, and in
consideration of the federal Endangered Species Act (ESA) and the National Historic Preservation Act
section 106 issues involved, the Corps has determined that there exists enough cumulative federal control

to require the NEPA review to include analysis of environmental impacts to the upland portions of the
Specific Plan area, including the spineflower preserves proposed within the Project area, and the take of
spineflower in areas located outside designated preserves, in addition to the Corps' jurisdictional areas.

Under CEQA, this document also will function as a project-level EIR for the proposed RMDP and SCP
project components. The EIR identifies and discloses the proposed Project's significant environmental
impacts and identifies feasible mitigation measures and project alternatives. CDFG has determined that
certification of the EIR in compliance with CEQA is required before it may decide whether to issue the
requested Master Streambed Alteration Agreement and Incidental Take Permits for the proposed Project
activities.

1.3 PROJECT LOCATION

The Project area is located in a portion of the Santa Clara River Valley within northwestern Los Angeles
County, between the city of Santa Clarita to the east and the Los Angeles County/Ventura County
jurisdictional boundary line to the west. The Los Padres National Forest is located to the north of the
Project area, the Angeles National Forest is to the north and east, and the Santa Susana Mountains are to
the south.
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The boundary of the RMDP component encompasses the same area as the boundary of the previously
approved Specific Plan site, and also includes the 1,517-acre Salt Creek conservation area in Ventura
County adjacent to the Specific Plan site. The boundary of the SCP component encompasses the RMDP
area, and the VCC and Entrada planning arecas. Figure ES-1 depicts the RMDP/SCP project areas and
vicinity.

14 ORGANIZATION OF THIS EIS/EIR

This EIS/EIR is organized in the following sections:

Executive Summary, which identifies significant environmental effects of the proposed Project,
recommends mitigation measures, and evaluates alternatives that would avoid or minimize the identified
effects of the proposed Project. The summary also identifies areas of controversy known to the Corps and
CDFG, as lead agencies, and discusses issues to be resolved concerning the proposed Project.

Section 1.0, Introduction, provides a summary of the proposed Project, its location, and its relationship to
the Specific Plan. It also summarizes the federal and state regulatory framework and permitting process
governing the proposed Project; provides an overview of the proposed Project components; summarizes
the proposed Project's everal—purpose, need, and objectives; discusses the Corps' and CDFG's
compliance with NEPA and CEQA; and identifies the availability of this document for public review and
the documents incorporated by reference in this EIS/EIR.

Section 2.0, Project Description, provides an introduction and summary of the proposed Project; a
statement of the purpose, need, and objectives of the proposed Project; a description of the location of
the proposed Project and the applicant's requested permits, approvals, and authorizations; a discussion of
the background and setting of the proposed Project; and sets forth a detailed description of the RMDP
and SCP components of the proposed Project.

Section 3.0, Description of Alternatives, provides a detailed description of the on-site and off-site Project
alternatives considered in this EIS/EIR.

Section 4.0, Environmental Impact Analysis of Alternatives and Mitigation, provides information on the
proposed Project's existing conditions and the potential for direct, indirect, and secondary impacts. It
also evaluates a range of reasonable and feasible alternatives to the proposed Project, and identifies
feasible mitigation measures that would avoid, substantially lessen, or minimize the identified impacts of
the proposed Project. This section also describes the significant impacts that would still occur after
mitigation measures have been applied. Technical topics addressed in this EIS/EIR were defined by the
Corps and CDFG through the Notice of Preparation/Notice of Intent process and the scoping meetings
that were held on the proposed Project. The topics evaluated in this EIS/EIR are as follows:

e  Section 4.1, Surface Water Hydrology and Flood Control;

e  Section 4.2, Geomorphology and Riparian Resources;
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e Section 4.3, Water Resources;

e  Section 4.4, Water Quality;

e Section 4.5, Biological Resources;

e  Section 4.6, Jurisdictional Waters and Streams;

e  Section 4.7, Air Quality;

e Section 4.8, Traffic;

e Section 4.9, Noise;

e  Section 4.10, Cultural Resources;

o  Section 4.11, Paleontological Resources;

e  Section 4.12, Agricultural Resources;

e  Section 4.13, Geology and Geologic Hazards;

e Section 4.14, Land Use;

e Section 4.15, Visual Resources;

e  Section 4.16, Parks, Recreation, and Trails;

e  Section 4.17, Hazards, Hazardous Materials, and Public Safety;
e  Section 4.18, Public Services;

e Section 4.19, Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice; and
e Section 4.20, Solid Waste.

Section 5.0, Comparison of Alternatives, includes a comparison of the proposed Project and alternatives
and a summary of the environmental impacts associated with each.

Section 6.0, Cumulative Impacts, assesses the proposed Project's contribution to significant cumulative
impacts in the region.
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Section 7.0, Significant Irreversible Changes, Growth Inducing Impacts, and Federal Impact
Considerations, addresses the proposed Project's irreversible environmental changes and growth inducing
impacts. In addition, it addresses the NEPA requirements to assess impacts in the context of short-term
uses versus long-term productivity, irreversible or irretrievable commitment of resources, and floodplain
and wetland Executive Orders.

Section 8.0, Global Climate Change, addresses the proposed Project and alternatives in relation to global
warming and climate change issues.

Section 9.0, List of Preparers and Agency/Organizations Consulted, presents a list of the preparers of this
EIS/EIR.

Section 10.0, References Cited, lists references used in preparing this EIS/EIR.

1.5 PROJECT DESCRIPTION SUMMARY

1.5.1 Resource Management and Development Plan

The Resource—Management—andDevelopment—Plan—RMDP project component is a conservation,

mitigation, and perm1tt1ng plan for the long-term management of sensitive blologlcal resources and
) ) ) ] within the 11,999-
acre Specific Plan area. The RMDP would 1mplement a Varlety of habltat enhancement and restoration
activities along and within the Santa Clara River and its tributary drainages. The habitat enhancement

and restoration activities would be implemented in conjunction with the development of the approved
Newhall Ranch Specific Plan. Habitat restoration activities include revegetation of native plant
communities on candidate sites contiguous to existing riparian habitats, maintenance of revegetation
sites, and control of non-native plants. Monitoring of the restoration sites would be conducted to
evaluate the success of revegetation efforts, and contingency plans and appropriate measures are required
should habitat restoration objectives not be achieved. Habitat enhancement would include rehabilitation
of areas of native habitat that have been disturbed by past activities (e.g., grazing, roads, oil and natural
gas operations, efc.), or impacted by non-native plant species such as giant reed (Arundo donax) and
tamarisk (Tamarix spp.).

The RMDP also includes development-related infrastructure projects in the Santa Clara River and its
tributary drainages that are needed to implement the approved Specific Plan. The applicant's proposed
RMDP infrastructure projects_and other improvements are briefly summarized below.

e Bridges and Road Crossing Culverts. Three bridges and 15 new road crossing culverts would be
installed to serve traffic on the Specific Plan site, as well as future traffic associated with population
growth in the Project region. The three bridges would be located over the Santa Clara River, and the
15 new road crossing culverts would cross six tributary drainages (Chiquito, San Martinez Grande,
Lion, Long, Potrero, and Ayers Canyons).
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e Bank Stabilization. Bank stabilization/protection would be installed along portions of the Santa
Clara River and its tributary drainages. The ground surface elevation also would be increased in
areas along the Santa Clara River and major tributary drainages to protect approved Specific Plan
land uses from flooding.

e Drainage Facilities. Drainage facilities would be installed and include open and closed drainage
systems, inlets, outlets, bank stabilization, and National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System
(NPDES) water quality basins.

e  Water Quality Control Facilities. Pursuant to NPDES requirements, best management practices
(BMPs) would be implemented to reduce impacts to stormwater and other runoff within the RMDP
study area. Best management practice facilities include features such as water quality basins, debris
basins, and detention basins.

e  Tributary DrainagesMaodification and Conversion

e  Modified Tributary Drainages — Existing Channels Stabilized-€Channels. Due to degraded

conditions and to accommodate Specific Plan development, portions of the major tributary
drainages within Chiquito Canyon, San Martinez Grande Canyon, and Lion Canyon would
require stabilizing treatments to protect the channel and surrounding development from
excessive vertical scour and lateral channel migration. The existing drainages would remain
intact, but would sustain permanent and temporary impacts from construction of stabilization
elements, including buried bank stabilization and grade stabilization structures.

e Modified Tributary Drainages -- Regraded Channels. Due to degraded conditions within

portions of the drainages in Potrero Canyon, Long Canyon, and portions of Chiquito, San
Martinez Grande, and Lion Canyons, stabilization of the existing drainages is not feasible. To
meet the County's flood protection objectives, these drainages would be graded, and a new
drainage would be constructed in the same or similar location. The new channel banks would
be planted with riparian vegetation following construction.

e Drainages Converted to Buried Storm Drains. Some of the drainages on the Specific Plan
site, including many of the smaller drainages, would be graded to facilitate build-out of the
Specific Plan. The wet-weather flows in these drainages would be conveyed by storm drain,

and discharged to the Santa Clara River through proposed storm drain outlets.

e  Utility Corridor and Crossings. The utility corridor would generally extend parallel to the south
side of State Route 126 (SR-126), north of the Santa Clara River. Various electrical, sewer, water,
gas, and communications lines would be installed across tributary drainages within an
approximately 100-foot wide corridor alignment to serve the Specific Plan development. Utility
lines would be installed in rights-of-way adjacent to bridges where access for installation and
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maintenance can be easily accommodated. Utilities also would be extended across the Santa Clara
River and its tributary drainages to serve the Specific Plan.

e  Temporary Haul Routes for Grading Equipment. Temporary haul routes across the Santa Clara
River would be used during construction to move equipment and excavated soil to locations on the
Specific Plan site.

e  WRP Outfall Construction Activities. An effluent outfall pipeline would be constructed from the
previously approved Newhall Ranch Water Reclamation Plant (WRP) through bank stabilization/
protection and to the bed of the Santa Clara River.

e Roadway Improvements to SR-126. Various roadway improvements for SR-126 would be
provided, including roadway widening and a grade-separated crossing at Long Canyon Road/SR-
126.

O d [1) % ] oanltd d d d and puo d O _0pPeC1

space within the Specific Plan site. Approximately 20 trails would be required in or adjacent to the

) dl ailvdad A
n r within th ' jurisdiction

The proposed RMDP also includes the following elements:

° nmodifi Pr Draina Thi rain would remain in their existin ndition an

the RMDP would not impact or enhance these areas.

e  Maintenance Activities. The Los Angeles County Department of Public Works (DPW) or other
entity would conduct regular and ongoing maintenance of flood, drainage, and water quality
protection facilities on the Specific Plan site.

e  Geotechnical Investigation Activities. To accommodate Specific Plan development, geotechnical
investigations and associated activities would be undertaken to ensure that the development would
be safely constructed in accordance with applicable geotechnical reports, studies, and standards.
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removal of grazing to enhance riparian habitat, and rehablhtatlng native habltat areas that have been
listurbed | ... ) led | B 1 .

1.5.2 Spineflower Conservation Plan

The Spineflower Conservation Plan project component is the applicant's conservation and management
plan to permanently protect and manage a system of preserves designed to maximize the long-term
persistence of spineflower, a federal candidate and a state-listed endangered plant species. The SCP
would apply to portions of the Specific Plan area, and the VCC and Entrada planning areas. The purpose
of the SCP is to conduct conservation planning and establish preserve areas on all of the applicant's land
holdings in Los Angeles County that contain known spineflower populations.

The information provided in the Spineflower Conservation Plan is to be used by the applicant to request
authorization to "take" (i.e., remove) spineflower in areas located outside designated spineflower
preserves. Specifically, the applicant is requesting a Candidate Conservation Agreement from the U.S.
Fish and Wildlife Service (Service or USFWS) under the federal Endangered-SpeeiesAet-ESA, and a
section 2081(b) Incidental Take Permit from CDFG pursuant to the California Endangered Spec1es Act

1.6 SUMMARY OF REQUESTED PROJECT APPROVALS

The applicant is requesting that the Corps issue a section 404 permit under the federal Clean—-WaterAet
CWA and that CDFG issue a Master Streambed Alteration Agreement under the California Fish and
Game Code, and two Incidental Take Permits pursuant to the California Endangered Species Act. The
requested Project approvals would facilitate the future development of the Specific Plan and portions of
the VCC and Entrada planning areas. The requested proposed Project approvals also would:

e  Streamline the permitting process if there is a need for ongoing authorizations for individual projects
or components through the issuance of a single CWA section 404 permit and a Master Streambed
Alteration Agreement, rather than case-by-case permitting;

e Include endangered species mitigation requirements and incidental take authorizations for listed
species;

e  Standardize the mitigation applicable for Corps and CDFG regulated activities;

£ : ke et : at—by—parties other than the
apphcant subJ ect to the terms and condltlons of the federal and state permits; and
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o Be transferrable to Autherize-DPW and-or other entities_to be responsible for long-term maintenance

and to carry out flood control maintenance activities subject to the terms and conditions of the
federal and state permits.

The Corps is responsible under NEPA for review of the environmental impacts of the proposed Project
and alternatives. In that capacity, the Corps must assess the potential for impacts to the environment that
may result from approval and implementation of the proposed Project and alternatives and issuance of
the requested CWA section 404 permit.

The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service would use the EIS in evaluating whether to approve the requested
Candidate Conservation Agreement under the federal Endangered—SpeeiesAetESA. The Candidate
Conservation Agreement is to be made a part of the Spineflower—Conservatton—Plan—SCP. In that
capacity, the Service must assess the potential for impacts on the environment that may result from
approval and implementation of the proposed Candidate Conservation Agreement.

CDFG is responsible for review under CEQA of the significant environmental impacts of the proposed
Project and alternatives. In that capacity, CDFG must assess the potential for significant impacts on the
environment that may result from approval of the proposed Project and alternatives, and issuance of the
requested Master Streambed Alteration Agreement and Incidental Take Permits.

Authorizations required from the Regional Water Quality Control Board (RWQCB) include: (1) CWA
section 401 water quality certification_or waiver-ef-the-Corps-seetion404-permit-{or—-WasteDischarge

E}

witl-eomply—with—state—water—quality requirements; (2) dewatering permit(s) (or use of the general

dewatering permit) for construction dewatering needs; and (3) approval of the Newhall Ranch Specific
Plan Sub-Regional Stormwater Mitigation Plan (Geosyntec, 2008).

1.7 FACILITATED DEVELOPMENT
1.7.1 Newhall Ranch Specific Plan

If the Resource- Management-and DevelopmentPlan-RMDP is approved and the proposed CWA section
404 permit and Master Streambed Alteration Agreement are issued to permit the regulated activities
described in Section 1.5, development associated with the approved Specific Plan would be facilitated.
The Los Angeles County Board of Supervisors approved the Specific Plan, the Specific Plan's Water
Reclamation Plant, and associated environmental documentation on May 27, 2003. The County's
approved environmental documentation contemplated the need for future federal and state permits,
agreements, and authorizations from federal, state, and other agencies. This EIS/EIR fulfills the

requirement for additional environmental review required for the requested federal and state actions.

The adopted Specific Plan will guide the long-term development of the Newhall Ranch community,
which consists of a broad range of residential, mixed-use, and nonresidential land uses. The Specific Plan
contains the approved land use plan, development regulations, design guidelines, and implementation
program designed to create a mixed-use community consistent with the goals, policies, and objectives of
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the Los Angeles County General Plan and Santa Clarita Valley Area Plan. Subsequent development plans
and tentative subdivision maps must be consistent with the adopted General Plan, Area Plan, and Specific
Plan.

The proposed grading and bank stabilization in areas under the jurisdiction of the Corps and CDFG (i.e.,
jurisdictional waters, including "waters of the United States" under Corps jurisdiction, and the area
encompassed within the bed, banks, and channel of any stream under CDFG jurisdiction), as well as the
other infrastructure projects.and improvements proposed by the Reseurece Managementand Development
PlanrRMDP, would facilitate development of the approved Specific Plan. At build-out, the Specific Plan
would result in the development of approximately 2,550 acres of residential uses (9,081 single-family on
1,559 acres, and 11,804 multi-family on 991 acres). In addition, the ReseureeManagement—and
DevelopmentPlan-RMDP would allow for the build-out of about 5.5 million square feet of commercial
uses on 258 acres, and the development of approximately 643 acres devoted to uses such as community
parks, neighborhood parks, a golf course, a community lake, new elementary, junior high and high
schools, a library, electrical substation, fire stations, and a 6.8 million gallon per day water reclamation
plant. Open space would be provided on approximately 8,683 acres on the Specific Plan site, and an
additional 1,517 acres of open space in the Salt Creek area adjacent to the Specific Plan site (for a total
of about 10,200 acres of open space within the Specific Plan/Salt Creek area). Build-out of the Specific
Plan is projected to occur over a period of approximately 20 years, depending upon economic and market

conditions.

The Spineflower—CenservationPlan—SCP project component and associated Candidate Conservation
Agreement also would allow the take of spineflower located outside of the five designated spineflower

preserves within the Specific Plan area. As a result, approved development within the Specific Plan also
would be facilitated by approval of the Spineflower-ConservationTPlan—SCP and associated Candidate

Conservation Agreement.

1.7.2 Valencia Commerce Center

The Spineflower Conservation Plan project component would facilitate development in an undeveloped
portion of the applicant's Valencia Commerce Center commercial/industrial complex by allowing the
take of spineflower within the VCC planning area, located northeast of the Specific Plan site. The
spineflower population in the area where facilitated development would occur provides a small
percentage (approximately 4% or less) of the total spineflower population in the Project area.

The total Valencia Commerce Center project site is approximately 1,265 gross acres and was approved
for development by Los Angeles County in 1991. When the VCC was originally approved, it was
anticipated that it would provide over 12 million square feet of industrial/commercial space. At present,
approximately 137 acres and about six million square feet of building area have been developed in the
VCC. If the SCP is approved, the facilitated new development in the VCC planning area would be
located on approximately 164 acres and about 14 acres of public facilities would be provided. In total,
approximately 3.4 million square feet of commercial and industrial park building area would be provided
in the VCC planning area. In addition to the facilitated development, approximately 143 acres of open
space area would be provided within the VCC planning area.
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The applicant recently submitted to Los Angeles County the last tentative parcel map (Tentative Parcel
Map No. 18108) needed to complete build-out of the VCC planning area. The County will require
preparation of an EIR in conjunction with the parcel map and related project approvals. The County has
not yet issued a Notice of Preparation for an EIR to evaluate impacts associated with build-out of the
remaining portion of the VCC planning area.

1.7.3 Entrada

The applicant is seeking approval from Los Angeles County for a planned residential and non-residential
development known as the Entrada project, which would be located west of Interstate 5, south of SR-126
and east of and adjacent to the Specific Plan site. The Spireflower—-ConservationPlan-SCP component
would create a spineflower preserve within a portion of the Entrada planning area. If approved, the SCP
would allow the take of spineflower in the Entrada planning area located outside of the spineflower
preserve area. As a result, planned development within portions of the Entrada planning area would be
facilitated by approval of the SCP component of the proposed Project.

The Entrada planning area is approximately 316 acres is size. Development that would be facilitated in
the area would include approximately 428 single-family residences on 69 acres, 1,297 multi-family units
on 45 acres, 450,000 square feet of commercial area on 32 acres, 41 acres for public facilities, and 129
acres of open space areas.

The applicant has submitted to Los Angeles County development applications for the Entrada project,
including development on the portion of the Entrada planning area that would be facilitated by the
Spineflower-ConservationPlan-SCP component of the proposed Project. The County has not yet issued a
Notice of Preparation for an EIR to evaluate the Entrada project. As a result, there is no underlying
environmental documentation for the Entrada planning area. In contrast to both the Specific Plan site and
the VCC planning area, the general plan and zoning designations required for the Entrada project site
have not been approved by Los Angeles County.

1.8 SUMMARY OF PROJECT PURPOSE AND NEED/PROJECT OBJECTIVES

The everal-first purpose/objective of the @pgﬂPrmect is to @w

basic objectives of the Specific Plan.—imp

The second everal—purpose/objective is to implement a practicable and feasible Spineflower
Conservation Plan. The purpose of the SCP is to protect and manage a system of preserves designed to
maximize the long-term persistence of the spineflower within the applicant's land holdings in Los
Angeles County, and to authorize the take of spineflower in areas located outside of designated
preserves.
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rall regional n for large-scale r ntlal nonr ntial, an mmer 1a1 lopment_t
accommodate approved and planned growth in the region. To facilitate the orderly accommodation of the

conserved, managed, and p_rotected in perpetuity.
1.9 ALTERNATIVES
1.9.1 Regulatory Requirements

NEPA Requirements. Under NEPA, the range of alternatives required to be evaluated by an EIS is

governed by the rule of reason, which provides that reguires an EIS_is required to set forth enly-those
alternatives necessary to permit a reasoned choice. An EIS must consider a reasonable range of

alternatlves as deﬁned by the spec1ﬁc facts and circumstances of the proposed actlon Allﬂmanxes_musl

alternatives have been eliminated from detailed study, the EIS must briefly discuss the reasons for thelr
elimination. Under NEPA, feasible alternatives must be addressed at the same level of detail as a
proposed project. In addition, under NEPA, the alternatives analysis should present the environmental
impacts of the proposed project and the alternatives in comparative form, thereby defining the issues and
providing a clear basis for choice among options by the decision maker and the public. The "No Action"

alternative, which maintains existing conditions and practices on a Project site, must be included among

CWA Requirements. In addition to the NEPA alternatives analysis, the Corps is required to analyze
alternatives pursuant to the Clean—WaterAet-CWA section 404(b)(1) gGuidelines (40 C.F.R. Part 230).

Under those Guidelinesthat—anatysts, the Corps is_required to identify and determine the Least
Environmentally Damaging Practicable Alternative (LEDPA). The section 404(b)(1) alternatives analysis
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is to be completed concurrently with the EIS/EIR and provided as an appendix in the Final EIS/EIR.

ClInes arc d ] d 1N _greater dcta NS¢ 0N 4.0

orps' draft 404(b alternatives ana or the RMDP, which was prepared p ant to the VA

section 404(b)(1) Guidelines. The Corps' draft 404(b)(1) alternatives analysis is intended to assist the
Corps in documenting compliance with the CWA section 404(b)(1) Guidelines in connection with its
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CEQA Requirements. The range of alternatives under CEQA is also governed by the rule of reason.
The State CEQA Guidelines indicate that an EIR must describe a range of reasonable alternatives to the
project or its location, which would feasibly attain most of the project objectives while avoiding or
substantially reducing the significant effects of a proposed project, and evaluate the comparative merits
of each alternative. An EIR must consider a reasonable range of alternatives that will foster informed

decision making and public participation. The EIR also should identify any alternatives that were
considered but rejected as infeasible and briefly explain the reasons underlying the lead agency's
determination. Among the factors that may be used to eliminate alternatives from further detailed
consideration in an EIR are: (a) failure to meet most of the basic project objectives; (b) infeasibility; or
(c) inability to avoid significant environmental impacts. CEQA also makes clear that an EIR must include
sufficient information about each alternative to allow meaningful evaluation, analysis, and comparison
with the proposed project.

An EIR also must include a "No Project" alternative, similar to the "No Action" alternative required
under NEPA. The description of each alternative must be sufficient to allow meaningful evaluation and
comparison with a proposed project. The lead agency also must identify the environmentally superior
alternative.

1.9.2 Alternatives Rejected From Further Consideration

This EIS/EIR considered possible off-site locations for the proposed Project to comply with NEPA and
CEQA alternative location evaluation requirements. There were initially 23 sites considered as possible
off-site alternative locations. After a preliminary evaluation, the list of possible off-site locations was
reduced to three alternative sites. The remaining three off-site alternative locations are summarized
below.

Hathaway Ranch. The Hathaway Ranch is approximately 5,988 acres in size, and is located in
unincorporated Los Angeles County, generally between the Ventura County line on the west, Interstate 5
on the east, Hasley Canyon on the south, and the Angeles National Forest on the north. Hathaway Ranch
is located approximately five miles north of the Project site. Historic uses of the site include cattle
grazing, oil and natural gas operations, and mineral resource mining.
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Temescal Ranch. The Temescal Ranch alternative site is approximately 7,580 acres in size, and is
located in unincorporated Ventura County, northeast of the community of Piru. The ranch is
approximately two miles northwest of the Project site and Lake Piru extends through the northern one-
third of the property. The Piru recreational area with lake access is located on the western side of the lake
and the Santa Felicia Dam extends across the southern edge of the lake. Piru Canyon and Piru Creek
traverse the central portion of the Temescal Ranch, extending from the dam to the property's southern
boundary. Within the overall Temescal Ranch site, lands along the eastern side of Piru Canyon consist of
steep, hilly terrain, while the western side offers gentler slopes and features plateaus overlooking the
canyon. Historic uses of the Temescal Ranch site include cattle grazing, agriculture, and oil production.
Other than Lake Piru, the Temescal Ranch site is undeveloped.

Newhall-Ventura. The Newhall-Ventura alternative site is located in unincorporated Ventura County,
adjacent to the western boundary of the Project site. This irregularly shaped site is approximately 15,000
acres in size and is generally bound by SR-126 on the north, the Santa Susana Mountains on the south,
Los Angeles County on the east, and the site extends approximately two miles west of the community of
Piru. The northwest portion of the Newhall-Ventura alternative site encompasses a portion of the Santa
Clara River floodplain and extends north of SR-126. Historic uses of the site include cattle grazing,
agriculture, and oil production. The site is heavily developed with agricultural uses (row crops, citrus,
etc.), and maintains a number of rural type residences and structures.

Based on an analysis of the three remaining sites, it was determined that none of the three off-site
alternative locations would clearly result in fewer overall impacts when compared to the proposed
Project. In addition, none of the alternative sites are considered to be capable of meeting the applicant's
primary-objectives/purpose and need identified for the proposed Project. Therefore, it was determined
that implementation of the proposed Project is the preferred option and all of the off-site alternatives
were ehmlnated from further con51derat10n in this EIS/EIR However2 the CO;QS is regulred to analgz

locations. For further 1nf0rmat10n re ardln that anal sis lease refer to the Corps' draft 404 b 1

; lysis. which is found i , : 5

In addition to the off-site alternative locations, a "Total Avoidance" alternative was considered for
evaluation in this EIS/EIR. This alternative considered development conditions on the Project site that
could occur if the Corps did not approve the leng-term-CWA section 404 permit to allow implementation
of the regulated aetivities—and infrastructure_and other improvements included in the Reseuree
Management-and-Development Plan-RMDP. This alternative considered those portions of the previously
approved Specific Plan that could be accessed and constructed while still avoiding areas within the
Corps' jurisdiction. Although the Total Avoidance alternative would result in fewer environmental
impacts when compared to the proposed Project, development of the Specific Plan site under this
alternative would be rendered infeasible, and the alternative would not meet the Prejeet's—primary
objectives/purpose and need. Therefore, the Total Avoidance alternative also was eliminated from further
consideration in this EIS/EIR.
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1.9.3 Summary Description of Alternatives Evaluated

There are seven—eight alternatives described and analyzed in this EIS/EIR that consider various Project
implementation scenarios. Each of the seveneight alternatives would be implemented on the Project site.
The seven—eight alternatives include the No Action/No Project alternative (Alternative 1), the applicant's
proposed Project (Alternatlve 2) and five—six ( other "build" alternatlves (Alternatlves 3-7 and Draft
Enlrnmnllm Anl fAl rni nd Miti 1hh ion of th DrfLEDPA
the configuration of which is substantiallx similar to that of Alternatlve 3, with some reductions of

The No-Action/No Project alternative (Alternative 1) describes what would occur should the lead
agencies (i.e., the Corps and CDFQG) decide not to appreve—issue the permits and other approvals to

m&mﬁd—w&m proposed Project. Under the No
Action/No Project alternative, none of the Reseuree—Management—and—Development—Plan—RMDP

infrastructure would be provided; none of the proposed spineflower preserves would be established; no
new urban development would be facilitated on the Project site; and none of the dedicated and managed
open space (comprised of over 10,400 acres) would be established in the Project area.

Alternative 2 is the proposed Project and would implement the applicant's proposed Reseuree
Management-and-DevetopmentPlan RMDP and Spineflower-ConservationPlan-SCP. Alternative 2 also
would facilitate new urban development on the approved Specific Plan site, the Valencia Commerce
Center planning area, and a portion of the Entrada planning area.

Each of the five—six build alternatives (Alternatives 3-7_and Draft LEDPA) are focused on avoiding or
minimizing impacts to jurisdictional waters and the San Fernando Valley spineflower. Each alternative
evaluates different configurations for the major ReseureeManagementandDevelopmentPlan RMDP
infrastructure components that would result in impacts to jurisdictional waters, such as bridges across the
Santa Clara River, bank stabilization along the River and its tributary drainages, the grading and
realigning of tributary drainages, and the conversion of minor tributary drainages to buried storm drains.
Similarly, because the proposed Project could impact spineflower located outside of proposed preserve
areas, a broad range of spineflower preserve design options are evaluated. Each of the build alternatives
reduce the RMDP infrastructure and increase the size of spineflower preserves, resulting in a
corresponding reduction in development facilitated in the Specific Plan, VCC and Entrada planning
areas. The build alternatives also have been designed so that the impact reduction characteristics of the
preceding alternative are generally incorporated into the subsequent alternatives.

Alternative 1 (No Action/No Project Alternative). The purpose of the "No Project" alternative under
CEQA and the "No Action" alternative under NEPA is to enable the lead agencies to evaluate the
difference in impacts between approving and not approving a proposed action (or project). The Corps
and CDFG have combined No Project/No Action alternative because under the circumstances associated
with the proposed Project, the two alternatives are identical. The combined No Project/No Action
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alternative describes what would likely occur if neither the Corps nor CDFG issued any of the requested
discretionary approvals for the proposed Project.

Under the No Action/No Project alternative there would be no change in existing land use practices on
the Project site and existing agriculture, grazing, and oil leasing activities would continue. None of the
proposed spineflower preserves would be established and previously approved development on the
Specific Plan site and the VCC planning area would not be facilitated. The planned development within
a portion of the Entrada planning area also would not proceed due to the existence of spineflower on that
project site.

Some minimal level of urban development could theoretically occur on the Project site under the No
Action/No Project alternative by obtaining required Corps/CDFG permits on an individual tract map
basis. However, this theoretical development approach is inconsistent with the primary objectives,
purpose, and need of the approved Specific Plan as the creation of a major new community with
interrelated villages that allow for the residential, commercial, and non-residential development
contemplated by the approved Specific Plan would not occur. Tract map-by-tract map development is
not the applicant's proposed Project, and such an approach is not considered feasible or practicable.

Alternative 2 (Proposed Project). Alternative 2 is the applicant's proposed Project. Under Alternative 2,
the Resource Management and Development Plan and Spineflower Conservation Plan would be approved
as proposed by the applicant and the requested federal and state permits, agreements, and authorizations
would be granted. The three major bridges crossing the Santa Clara River would be constructed, bank
stabilization/protection would be installed, and major tributary drainages would be regraded and
realigned to facilitate and protect development on the Specific Plan site. Several minor tributaries also
would be graded and converted to buried storm drain systems. Development characteristics associated
with Alternative 2 are summarized below and depicted in Figure ES-2.

e The RMDP and SCP would be appreved—implemented as proposed by the applicant, and the
requested federal and state permits and authorizations would be granted.

e  Three major bridges across the Santa Clara River and associated bank stabilization would be
constructed, including the Commerce Center Drive bridge (already appreved-permitted by the Corps
and CDFG in 1999), the Potrero Canyon Road bridge, and the Long Canyon Road bridge.

e  Major tributary drainages would be regraded and realigned to facilitate and protect Specific Plan
development.

e  Several minor tributary drainages would be graded and converted to buried storm drain systems.

e Five spineflower preserves would be established on the Specific Plan site and the Entrada planning
area. The preserves would total 167.6 acres and would preserve 68.6% of the cumulative area
occupied by spineflower on the Project site.

e  Alternative 2 would facilitate Specific Plan, VCC and Entrada development, consisting of 22,610
residential units and 9.40 million square feet of commercial/industrial/business park floor area.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY STATISTICS Alt 2
Spineflower Statistics Acres
Occupied Area Preserved (Acres) 13.88

| % of Occupied Areas Preserved 68.6%

Spineflower Preserves Acres
Specific Plan 140.5
. > \ - i vee 0.0
— & A\l A, S ! ~ S5 Entrada 27.0
! ") e = Subtotal 167.6

% Open Area

Proposed Land Use | specific Plan 10,059.7
. VvCC 143.6
[ ] Specific Plan Development Area Entrada 02

2 \CCIEntrada Development Area Subtotal  10,305.8

Total Open Area including

B rost-Development Tributary Drainages Spineflower Preserves 10473:3
- Spineflower Preserve Development Area Acres
{ Specific Plan 3,451.1
Open Area 1 vcc 177.6
. Entrada 186.6
[C_]] High Country/Salt Creek Open Area
. . Riparian Habitat Statistics* Acres
[ Bridge/Road Crossing Area Preserved 761
. Area of Temporary Impact 75
 — Public Roadways Area of Permanent Impact 124
Total Area Impacted** 199
Total Riparian Area 960.0

* Riparian habitat includes all ACOE & CDFG jurisdictional areas
including the Santa Clara River and tributaries.
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Alternative 3 (Elimination of Planned Potrero Canyon Road Bridge and Additional Spineflower
Preserves). Alternative 3 would result in the elimination of the Potrero Canyon Road bridge across the
Santa Clara River, and the size of the spineflower preserves on the Specific Plan's Airport Mesa and on
the Entrada planning area would be increased. This alternative also would reduce the amount of urban
development provided on the Specific Plan site. Development characteristics associated with Alternative
3 are summarized below and depicted in Figure ES-3.

e  The RMDP and SCP would be modified from the plans proposed by the applicant, and the requested
federal and state permits and authorizations would be granted consistent with those modifications.

e  Two bridges across the Santa Clara River and the associated bank stabilization/protection would be
constructed, including the Commerce Center Driver bridge and the Long Canyon Road bridge. The
Potrero Canyon Road bridge would not be constructed under this alternative.

e  Major tributary drainages would be regraded and realigned under this alternative; however, the
channels would be wider than those of the proposed Project. The cismontane alkali marsh in lower
Potrero Canyon would be preserved.

e Additional spineflower preserve acreage would be established in the Specific Plan's Airport Mesa
area and on the Entrada planning area. This alternative would provide a total of 221.8 acres of
spineflower preserves and protect 77.5% of the cumulative area occupied by spineflower on the
Project site.

e This alternative would facilitate development on the Specific Plan site, and the VCC and Entrada
planning areas, consisting of 21,558 residential units and 9.33 million square feet of commercial/
industrial/business park floor area.

Alternative 4 (Elimination of Planned Potrero Canyon Road Bridge and Addition of Valencia
Commerce Center Spineflower Preserve). Alternative 4 eliminates the Potrero Canyon Road bridge
across the Santa Clara River. Major tributary drainages would be regraded and realigned under this
alternative, and the cismontane alkali marsh in lower Potrero Canyon would be preserved. Alternative 4
would increase the size of spineflower preserves in the Specific Plan's Airport Mesa, Potrero and
Grapevine Mesa areas, and in the Entrada planning area. Alternative 4 also would result in the
establishment of a spineflower preserve in the VCC planning area, which would preclude build-out of the
Valencia Commerce Center industrial park. Development characteristics associated with Alternative 4
are summarized below and depicted in Figure ES-4.

e The RMDP and SCP would be modified from the plans proposed by the applicant, and the requested
federal and state permits and authorizations would be granted consistent with those modifications.

e  Two bridges across the Santa Clara River and the associated bank stabilization/protection would be
constructed, including the Commerce Center Driver bridge and the Long Canyon Road bridge. The
Potrero Canyon Road bridge would not be constructed under this alternative.

e  Major tributary drainages would be regraded and realigned under this alternative, but cismontane
alkali marsh in lower Potrero Canyon would be preserved.
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e Additional spineflower preserve acreage would be established in the Specific Plan's Airport Mesa,
Potrero Canyon, and Grapevine Mesa areas and on the Entrada planning area. A preserve also would
be established within the VCC planning area, which would preclude build-out of the industrial park.
Alternative 4 would provide a total of 259.9 acres of spineflower preserves, and protect 82.5% of
the cumulative area occupied by spineflower on the Project site.

e This alternative would facilitate development on the Specific Plan site and in the Entrada planning
area, consisting of 21,846 residential units and 5.93 million square feet of commercial/
industrial/business park floor area. No development would be facilitated in the VCC planning area.

Alternative 5 (Widen Tributary Drainages and Addition of Valencia Commerce Center
Spineflower Preserve). Alternative 5 would reduce impacts to the major tributary channels located on
the Specific Plan site by widening the proposed tributary channel configurations. Major tributary
drainages would be regraded and realigned under this alternative, but would result in jurisdictional
impact reductions in the several of the major drainages located on the Specific Plan site. Alternative 5
would provide three bridges over the Santa Clara River, result in further increases to the spineflower
preserve areas, and would result in additional reductions in the amount of urban development provided
by the Project. Alternative 5 would result in the establishment of a spineflower preserve in the VCC
planning area, which would preclude build-out of the industrial park. Development characteristics
associated with Alternative 5 are summarized below and depicted in Figure ES-5.

e  The RMDP and SCP would be modified from the plans proposed by the applicant, and the requested
federal and state permits and authorizations would be granted consistent with those modifications.

e  Three bridges across the Santa Clara River and the associated bank stabilization/protection would be
constructed as under the proposed Project (Alternative 2).

e  Major tributary drainages would be regraded and realigned under this alternative, but would result in
impact reductions in the Chiquito Canyon, San Martinez Grande Canyon, and Potrero Canyon
drainages when compared to the proposed Project (Alternative 2).

e Additional spineflower preserve acreage would be established in the Specific Plan's Airport Mesa,
Potrero Canyon, and Grapevine Mesa areas and in the Entrada planning area. A preserve also would
be established in the Valencia Commerce Center planning area, which would preclude build-out of
the industrial park. Alternative 5 would provide a total of 338.6 acres of spineflower preserves, and
protect 84.2% of the cumulative area occupied by spineflower on the Project site.

e This alternative would facilitate development on the Specific Plan site and in the Entrada planning
area, consisting of 21,155 residential units and 5.87 million square feet of commercial/
industrial/business park floor area. No development would be facilitated within the VCC planning
area.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY STATISTICS Alt 3
Spineflower Statistics Acres

Occupied Area Preserved (Acres) 15.61

% of Occupied Areas Preserved 77.5%

Spineflower Preserves Acres
Specific Plan 148.8
! . . S o vce 72.9
= J W 4 S/ ’ h Entrada 0.0
¢ ; i Subtotal 2218

Open Area

Proposed Land Use Specific Plan 10,314.0
ific Plan Development Ar vee 70.7
[ ] Specific Plan Development Area Yo o1
Subtotal  10,560.9

7 \CCIEntrada Development Area
I Post-Development Tributary Drainages

Total Open Area including

Spineflower Preserves 10,782.7

- Spineflower Preserve Development Area Acres
{ Specific Plan 3,188.2
[ OpenArea | vec 177.6
. Entrada 139.8

[C_1| High Country/Salt Creek Open Area

. ) Riparian Habitat Statistics* Acres
mmm Bridge/Road Crossing Area Preserved 791
. Area of Temporary Impact 73
 — Public Roadways Area of Permanent Impact 96
Area Impacted** 169

Total Riparian Area 960.0
including the Santa Clara River and tributaries.
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Spineflower Statistics Acres

Occupied Area Preserved (Acres) 16.61

% of Occupied Areas Preserved 82.5%

Spineflower Preserves Acres
Specific Plan 167.1
i - \ . < o vee 72.9
=1 : : v W 3 = ] 1 Entrada 19.8
= ; G i X Subtotal 259.9

Open Area

Proposed Land Use Specific Plan 10,283.7
[ ] Specific Plan Development Area 0o 2483

Subtotal 10,688.5
Total Open Area including
Spineflower Preserves

7 \CCIEntrada Development Area

. . 10,948.4
I Post-Development Tributary Drainages

- Spineflower Preserve Development Area Acres
{ Specific Plan 3,200.1
[ OpenArea | vce 0.0
. Entrada 139.8

[C_1| High Country/Salt Creek Open Area

i . Riparian Habitat Statistics* Acres
mmm Bridge/Road Crossing Area Preserved 793
. Area of Temporary Impact 68
 — Public Roadways Area of Permanent Impact 99
Area Impacted** 167
Total Riparian Area 960.0

I I I Feet * Riparian habitat includes all ACOE & CDFG jurisdictional areas
0 2 y 750 5, 500 including the Santa Clara River and tributaries.
n ** Includes both Permanent and Temporary Impacts to ACOE and CDFG
APPROXIMATE SCALE IN FEET jurisdiction areas of the Santa Clara River and tributaries.
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Spineflower Statistics Acres

Occupied Area Preserved (Acres) 16.96

% of Occupied Areas Preserved 84.2%

Spineflower Preserves Acres
Specific Plan 192.0
i - \ . < o vee 115.8
e v W 3 = ] 1 Entrada 30.8
‘ f L X Subtotal 338.6

Open Area

Proposed Land Use Specific Plan 10,346.3
i VCC 205.5
[ ] Specific Plan Development Area v 2088

Subtotal  10,702.7
Total Open Area including
Spineflower Preserves 11,041.3

7 \CCIEntrada Development Area
I Post-Development Tributary Drainages

- Spineflower Preserve Development Area Acres
{ Specific Plan 3,112.4
[ OpenArea | vec 0.0
. Entrada 134.4

[C_1| High Country/Salt Creek Open Area

i . Riparian Habitat Statistics* Acres
mmm Bridge/Road Crossing Area Preserved 781
. Area of Temporary Impact 80
 — Public Roadways Area of Permanent Impact 99
Area Impacted** 179

Total Riparian Area 960.0
including the Santa Clara River and tributaries.
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Alternative 6 (Elimination of Planned Commerce Center Drive Bridge and Maximum Spineflower
Expansion/Connectivity). Alternative 6 would result in additional reductions in impacts to the major
tributary channels located on the Specific Plan site by widening the proposed channel configurations.
The planned Commerce Center Drive bridge would be eliminated, but two bridges over the Santa Clara
River would be provided. This alternative would result in additional increases spineflower preserve area
and maximize spineflower preserve buffers and open space connectivity. Alternative 6 also would result
in the establishment of a spineflower preserve in the VCC planning area, which would preclude build-out
of the industrial park. Development characteristics associated with Alternative 6 are summarized below
and depicted in Figure ES-6.

e The RMDP and SCP would be modified from the plans proposed by the applicant, and the requested
federal and state permits and authorizations would be granted consistent with those modifications.

e  Two bridges across the Santa Clara River and the associated bank stabilization/protection would be
constructed, including the Potrero Canyon Road bridge and the Long Canyon Road bridge. The
previously approved Commerce Center Drive bridge would not be constructed under this alternative.

e  Major tributary drainages would be regraded and realigned under this alternative. However, all
realigned channels would be wider under this alternative than under the proposed Project
(Alternative 2), and the majority of proposed road crossings along the channels would be bridges as
opposed to culverts.

e This alternative would designate spineflower preserves on the applicant's property with known
spineflower populations, including four preserves on the Specific Plan site, one preserve on the
Entrada planning area, and one preserve on the VCC planning area. Alternative 6 would
significantly increase preserve acreage, and provide a total of 891.2 acres of spineflower preserves,
protecting 88.5% of the cumulative area occupied by spineflower on the Project site.

e This alternative would facilitate development on the Specific Plan site and in the Entrada planning
area, consisting of 20,212 residential units and 5.78 million square feet of commercial/
industrial/business park floor area. No development would be facilitated in the VCC planning area.

Alternative 7 (Avoidance of 100-Year Floodplain, Elimination of Two Planned Bridges, and
Avoidance of Spineflower). Alternative 7 would result in the avoidance of the 100-year floodplain and
most areas with spineflower. Bank stabilization along the Santa Clara River would be constructed
outside the 100-year floodplain, major tributary channels would not be regraded or realigned, and only
one bridge over the Santa Clara River would be provided at Long Canyon. This alternative would
provide less spineflower preserve acreage than Alternative 6, but results in less take of spineflower. The
alternative would result in additional reductions in the amount of urban development provided by the
Project. Alternative 7 would result in the establishment of a spineflower preserve in the VCC planning
area, which would preclude build-out of the industrial park. Development characteristics associated with
Alternative 7 are summarized below and depicted in Figure ES-7.
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e  The RMDP and SCP would be modified from the plans proposed by the applicant, and the requested
federal and state permits and authorizations would be granted consistent with those modifications

e  Only one bridge across the Santa Clara River would be constructed at Long Canyon Road. The
Potrero Canyon Road bridge and the already approved Commerce Center Drive bridge would not be
constructed under this alternative. Bank stabilization/protection along the Santa Clara River would
be constructed outside the 100-year floodplain.

e Under this alternative, major tributary drainages would not be regraded or realigned. Bank
stabilization would be constructed to protect development, but would be located outside the 100-
year floodplain of these drainages. In addition, the Middle Canyon and Magic Mountain Canyon
drainages, which are proposed for conversion to buried storm drains under the proposed Project
(Alternative 2), would be preserved.

e Alternative 7 was designed to achieve maximal avoidance of the cumulative area occupied by
spineflower within the Project area. This alternative would designate spineflower preserves with 300
feet of expansion area surrounding the cumulative area occupied spineflower locations, and provide
a total of 660.6 acres of spineflower preserves, protecting 98.2% of the cumulative area occupied by
spineflower on the Project site.

e  This alternative would facilitate development on the Specific Plan site and in the Entrada planning
area, consisting of 17,323 residential units and 3.82 million square feet of commercial/
industrial/business park floor area. No development would be facilitated in the VCC planning area.

Beca the pr Project invol 1 har f fill material into water f the Unit tates, th

the analysis of alternatives required for NEPA env1ronmental documents will in most cases provide the
information for the evaluation of alternatives under the Guidelines. On occasion, the NEPA document

has been undcrtakcn,

RMDP-SCP Final EIS/EIR ES-25 June 2010



Alternative 6 Project Components
(6) Large Consolidated Spineflower Preserves
(2) Santa Clara River Bridges

Increased Traffic on Long & Potrero Canyon Bridges
Modifies San Martinez, Chiquito, & Lion Canyon Drainages
Regrades Potrero and Long Canyon Drainages
Preserves important marsh wetland in lower Potrero Canyon
Converts 13 Drainages to Buried Storm Drain

San Martinez,
Grande Canyon

Proposed Land Use
|:| Specific Plan Development Area
7 \CCIEntrada Development Area

- Post-Development Tributary Drainages
[ spineflower Preserve

[ OpenArea

@ High Country/Salt Creek Open Area
mmm Bridge/Road Crossing

—= Public Roadways

[ L | Feet \ i . e W ] :
I 0 2,750 5,500 k- i
APPROXIMATE SCALE IN FEET I Y M —

No.Development in

Valencia Commerce'Center
s /

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY STATISTICS Alt 6

Spineflower Statistics Acres

Occupied Area Preserved (Acres) 17.82

% of Occupied Areas Preserved 88.5%

Spineflower Preserves Acres
Specific Plan 709.8
VCC 150.5
Entrada 30.8
Subtotal 891.2

Open Area
Specific Plan 10,173.3
VCC 290.4
Entrada 57.7
Subtotal 10,521.4
Total Open Area including

Spineflower Preserves 11,412.6

Development Area Acres
{ Specific Plan 2,767.6
| vcc 0.0
Entrada 108.0

Riparian Habitat Statistics* Acres
Area Preserved 803
Area of Temporary Impact 70
Area of Permanent Impact 87
Area Impacted** 157
Total Riparian Area 960.0

* Riparian habitat includes all ACOE & CDFG jurisdictional areas
including the Santa Clara River and tributaries.

** Includes both Permanent and Temporary Impacts to ACOE and CDFG
jurisdiction areas of the Santa Clara River and tributaries.
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY STATISTICS Alt7

Spineflower Statistics Acres

Occupied Area Preserved (Acres) 19.7

% of Occupied Areas Preserved 98.2%

Spineflower Preserves Acres
Specific Plan 557.0
i 1= \ . < o vee 66.0
e . D™ A : 7 = X Entrada 376
‘ f X Subtotal 660.6

Open Area

Proposed Land Use Specific Plan 11,128.7
i VCC 283.7
[ ] Specific Plan Development Area v 237

Subtotal 11,548.6
Total Open Area including
Spineflower Preserves 12,209.2

7 \CCIEntrada Development Area
I Post-Development Tributary Drainages

- Spineflower Preserve Development Area Acres
{ Specific Plan 1,965.0
[ OpenArea | vec 0.0
. Entrada 113.9

[C_1| High Country/Salt Creek Open Area

i . Riparian Habitat Statistics* Acres
mmm Bridge/Road Crossing Area Preserved 903
. Area of Temporary Impact 37
 — Public Roadways Area of Permanent Impact 20
Area Impacted** 57
Total Riparian Area 960.0

* Riparian habitat includes all ACOE & CDFG jurisdictional areas
including the Santa Clara River and tributaries.

(R — | Feet wEgH 1 - ey W . S B \ | - . %
I 0 2,750 5,500 1 L ; v s
n o ¥ ¥ ™ L | 3 - i I3 ’ " ** Includes both Permanent and Temporary Impacts to ACOE and CDFG
APPROXIMATE SCALE IN FEET I . ™ S ) Nid— .' L Y W e | e A | jurisdiction areas of the Santa Clara River and tributaries.
SOURCE: PACE 2008 FIGURE ES _ 7

ALTERNATIVE 7 OPEN AREA/PRESERVE, POST-PROJECT DRAINAGE
& DEVELOPMENT AREAS OF THE NEWHALL RANCH RMDP & SCP
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Jusl ithin fi r tri ri r the Drafi LEDPA f the thr ri rossing th
Santa Clara River and the ass001ated bank stabilization would be constructed (Commerce Center Drive

loss when compared to the pr Project

Major infrastructure and facilitated urban development that would be associated with each of the
| . | Lin this EIS/EIR i ed in Table ES-1

1.10 IMPACTS AND MITIGATION MEASURES

This EIS/EIR provides information regarding the proposed Project's existing environmental conditions
and the impacts resulting from implementation of the proposed Project and the identified alternatives.
Feasible mitigation measures that would avoid, substantially reduce, or minimize impacts of the proposed
Project have been identified, and the significant impacts that would occur after mitigation measures have
been applied are described.

Environmental issue areas evaluated in this EIS/EIR were defined by the Corps and CDFG through the
Notice of Preparation/Notice of Intent process and the scoping meetings that were held for the proposed
Project. The environmental issue areas evaluated in Section 4.0 of this EIS/EIR include:

e  Surface Water Hydrology and Flood Control

e  Geomorphology and Riparian Resources

e  Water Resources

e  Water Quality

RMDP-SCP Final EIS/EIR ES-28 June 2010



EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

e  Biological Resources

e  Jurisdictional Waters and Streams
e Air Quality

e  Traffic

e Noise

e  Cultural Resources

e Paleontological Resources

e  Agricultural Resources

e  Geology and Geologic Hazards

e Land Use

e  Visual Resources

e  Recreation, and Trails

e Hazards, Hazardous Materials, and Public Safety
e  Public Services;

e  Socioeconomics and Environmental Justice

e  Solid Waste

Section 5.0 of the EIS/EIR provides a comparison of the environmental impacts that would result from
the implementation of the proposed Project and the alternatives. Section 6.0 evaluates the proposed
Project's contribution to significant cumulative impacts, and Section 7.0 identifies the proposed Project's
significant irreversible environmental changes, growth inducing impacts, and federal impact
considerations. In addition, Section 7.0 addresses the NEPA requirements to assess impacts in the
context of short-term uses versus long-term productivity, irreversible or irretrievable commitment of
resources, and floodplain and wetland Executive Orders. Section 8.0 of the EIS/EIR provides an
evaluation of the impacts related to emissions of greenhouse gases and the contribution to global climate
change impacts resulting from the proposed Project and alternatives.
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Draft LEDPA Project Components
(5) Spineflower Preserves

(2) Santa Clara River Bridges ¢

Modifies San Martinez, Chiquito, & Lion Drainages

Regrades all of Long Canyon Drainage and the middle f !
and upper reaches of Potrero Canyon Drainage P R e !

Preserves important marsh weland in lower Potrero Canyon o

Converts 14 Drainages to Buried Storm Drain

T

San Martinez
Grande Canyon

EXECUTIVE SUMMARY STATISTICS

[ Spineflower Statistics Acres

| Occupied Area Preserved (Acres) 12.94

% of Occupied Areas Preserved 75.3%

Spineflower Preserves Acres
Specific Plan 220.4
VCC 0.0
[ . . Entrada 27.0
|| Spineflower Conservation Plan Boundary Subtotal 247.4

Open Area

Proposed Land Use ! , o : L Specific Plan 103333
. . : 1 . ! T | k | vCcC 143.6
[___] specific Plan Development Area o J k. o \ 1 il e T
4 Lo L i ¢ Subtotal _ 10,579.4

74 \VCCIEntrada Development Area
B Post-Development Tributary Drainages

Total Open Area including

Spineflower Preserves 10.826:8

- Spineflower Preserve Development Area Acres
§ Specific Plan 2,587.0
[ OpenArea # vce 177.7
) Entrada 186.6

[C_J] High Country/Salt Creek Open Area

. ) Riparian Habitat Statistics* Acres
= Bridge/Road Crossing = y i \ Area Preserved 828.9
] R e / { e i iy , Area of Temporary Impact 48.9
—— Public Roadways ’ ) .| Area of Permanent Impact 87.9
Total Area Impacted** 136.8
Total Riparian Area 965.7

| L1 | Feet

@ 0 2750 5,500
APPROXIMATE SCALE IN FEET

* Riparian habitat includes all ACOE & CDFG jurisdictional areas
including the Santa Clara River and tributaries.

** Includes both Permanent and Temporary Impacts to ACOE and CDFG
jurisdiction areas of the Santa Clara River and tributaries.

SOURCE: PACE 2010 FlGURE ES - 8

DRAFT LEDPA OPEN AREA/PRESERVE, POST-PROJECT DRAINAGE
& DEVELOPMENT AREAS OF THE NEWHALL RANCH RMDP & SCP

P:\8238E\GIS\mxds\LEDPA\ReportFigures_20100223\ExecutiveSummary\8238E_DraftLEDPA_ExecutiveSummary_8x11_Fig8_PC1_20100527.mxd
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EXECUTIVE SUMMARY

1.10.1 Evaluation Methodology

This EIS/EIR identifies and analyzes all impacts resulting from the proposed Project and the alternatives,
evaluates each alternative at the same level, and identifies mitigation measures applicable to each
alternative. To satisfy both the Corps and CDFG's informational and analytical needs, this EIS/EIR uses
the following format in analyzing the potentially significant impacts resulting from the proposed Project
and the alternatives.

Direct Impacts. The analysis of the proposed Project's direct impacts focuses on the temporary and
permanent impacts resulting from the development and use of infrastructure facilities proposed by the
RMDP and the establishment of spineflower preserves proposed by the SCP. For example, a direct
impact of the RMDP could include the loss of sensitive habitat within the footprint of infrastructure
facilities (bridges, bank stabilization, etc.) located on the Specific Plan site. A direct impact of the SCP
could occur if a spineflower preserve were to preclude future agricultural operations on prime
agricultural soil.

Indirect Impacts. Implementation of the proposed Project would facilitate development on the
approved Specific Plan site, the VCC planning area, and a portion of the Entrada planning area. This
facilitated development is a reasonably foreseeable consequence of approving the proposed Project or the
alternatives. Therefore, the evaluation of each environmental issue area analyzes the facilitated
development as indirect impacts of the proposed Project and the alternatives. An indirect impact could
include the loss of sensitive habitat due to development on the Specific Plan site facilitated by the
infrastructure facilities provided by RMDP. An indirect impact also could result from the loss of habitat
in the VCC planning area or the Entrada planning area as a result of development facilitated by the SCP.

Secondary Impacts. The analysis of secondary impacts from implementation of the proposed Project
and alternatives focuses on those reasonably foreseeable impacts that occur off-site or at a later point in
time. Please note that the use of the term "secondary impacts" is not ordinarily used by the Corps and
CDFG. Normally, the Corps and CDFG would consider secondary impacts as synonymous with indirect
impacts. For purposes of this EIS/EIR, however, the Corps is referring to indirect off-site impacts as
"secondary impacts," and CDFG is following this protocol as well. Regardless of the terminology used,
all such impacts are analyzed at the same level.

1.10.2 Alternatives Impact Comparison

The environmental impacts of each proposed Project alternative are described in EIS/EIR Section 5.0,
Comparison of Alternatives, to facilitate a comparison of the impacts associated with each alternative.
This evaluation is summarized on (Revised) Table ES-2, which graphically depicts the relative level of
environmental impact associated with Alternatives 1, 3, 4, 5, 6, and 7_and the Draft LEDPA when
compared to the proposed Project (Alternative 2).
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1.10.3 Project Impact and Mitigation Summary

This Executive Summary provides a summary of the proposed Project-specific impacts that would result
from implementation of the proposed Project and alternatives. In addition, a summary is provided of the
proposed Project's cumulative impacts and associated mitigation. Specifically, (Revised) Table ES-3
summarizes significant cumulative impacts and associated mitigation, (Revised) Table ES-4 summarizes
the Project-specific impacts and related mitigation, and Table ES-5 summarizes the significant
unavoidable Project-specific impacts that would result from the proposed Project and alternatives. These
three summary tables are provided at the end of this Executive Summary.

In (Revised) Table ES-4, significance findings are made for each environmental issue area evaluated in
this EIS/EIR. For example, some environmental issues are identified as significant and unavoidable after
the implementation of the identified mitigation measures; others are reduced to a less-than-significant
level after implementation of identified mitigation measures; and still others are considered less than
significant and no mitigation is required. For some environmental issue areas, mitigation measures have
been recommended for less-than-significant impacts to ensure that the identified impact remains less than
significant. Recommended mitigation measures include measures identified by this EIS/EIR, mitigation
measures included in the Final EIR prepared for the approved Newhall Ranch Specific Plan, and
mitigation measures included in the Final EIR prepared for the approved Valencia Commerce Center.

1.11 CUMULATIVE IMPACTS SUMMARY

The cumulative impact analysis provided by this EIS/EIR analyzes the significant environmental effects
of the proposed Project in conjunction with past, present, and probable or reasonably foreseeable future
projects causing related impacts; and examines reasonable and feasible options for mitigating or avoiding
the proposed Project's contribution to significant cumulative effects. The primary intent of the cumulative
impacts analysis is to summarize the environmental effects of the relevant projects, determine if the
proposed Project's contribution to such impacts would be cumulatively considerable, and examine the
reasonable, feasible options for mitigating or avoiding the proposed pProject's contribution to significant
cumulative effects.

There are two basic methods for analyzing cumulative impacts: the "list" method and the "summary of
projections" (plan) method. The list method is based on a list of past, present, and probable future
projects resulting in related cumulative impacts. The summary of projections or "plan" method is based
on projections from an adopted general plan, air quality plan, or other planning document. This EIS/EIR
uses the list method to analyze potential cumulative impacts for most of the evaluated environmental
issue areas. However, the evaluation of cumulative impacts related to agricultural resources, air quality,
noise, traffic, and water resources are based on the plan method due to the regional nature of these
environmental issue areas.

In general, the area considered for the evaluation of cumulative development impacts extends to the Los
Padres National Forest to the north, an area of pending annexations to the city of Santa Clarita along SR-
14 to the east, the ridge line of the Santa Susana Mountains to the south, and all pending annexation areas
to the city of Santa Paula in Ventura County to the west. For several environmental issue areas a broader
geographic area was considered during the evaluation of cumulative impacts. For example, the entire
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Santa Clara River watershed was used for the evaluation of impacts to jurisdictional waters and
biological resources.

1.12 ENVIRONMENTALLY SUPERIOR/PREFERRED ALTERNATIVE
1.12.1 Environmentally Superior Alternative

CEQA requires that an EIR identify the environmentally superior alternative. Alternative 1 (the "No
Action/No Project" alternative) would not result in any development on the Project site, which would
avoid all potential impacts of the proposed Project. Therefore, Alternative 1 is the environmentally
superior alternative.

The CEQA Guidelines indicate that if the environmentally superior alternative is the No Project
alternative, the EIR must also identify an environmentally superior alternative among the other
alternatives. Alternative 7 is considered the environmentally superior alternative of the remaining
alternatives because, as depicted on Table ES-2, it would result in the lowest level of environmental
impacts for the majority of environmental issue areas evaluated.

1.12.2  Environmentally Preferred Alternative and Preferred Alternative

alternative in the Final EIS/EIR. 40 C.F.R. § 1502.14, subdivision (¢). The Corps may not issue its ROD
P — . <hed in the Fedoral Register. (40 CER. ¢

1506.10, subd. (b).)

To ensure that the public is fully inform h ' views. the Final EIS/EIR identifies both th

Corps' Environmentally Preferable Alternative and Preferred Alternative. Prior to issuing the ROD, the

record, make its findin nder _th A ion 404 1 idelin mpl ith ion 404

A .l‘k.'." alternative) a C i cntally preicranic g ernative because it ha NC 1ICWC
overall environmental impacts, including avoidance of all discharges of fill material in waters of the
United States. Although Alternative 1 would result in fewer unavoidable significant adverse impacts or

P C AL ] C 12 and the Dra DPA WOUuld
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hDraftLEDPAw lnt t Potrero Canvon Road bri I ing impacts to jurisdictional
waters and wetlands in the Santa Clara River and lower Potrero Canyon compared to both the proposed

waste services; and global chmate change

Compared to the proposed Project, the Draft LEDPA reduces 1rnp_acts to jurisdictional areas by
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1.13  AREAS OF CONTROVERSY/ISSUES TO BE RESOLVED

The public scoping process for this EIS/EIR included three public/agency scoping meetings jointly
conducted by the Corps and CDFG. Scoping meetings were held on February 4, 2000; February 19, 2004
and August 24, 2005. The third meeting was conducted after the proposed Spineflower Conservation
Plan/Candidate Conservation Agreement was added as a Project component. Comments received during
the scoping process varied, but in general, areas of concern were in regard to impacts to wetlands and
riparian habitat, sensitive plant and animal species, air quality, water quality, hydrologic effects to the
Santa Clara River, availability and reliability of water supply and traffic. Concerns also were also
expressed pertaining to the evaluation of alternatives to the proposed Project and the evaluation of
significant cumulative impacts.

To date, no unresolved environmental issues have been identified with respect to the proposed Project.
Any issues resolved during public review of this Draft EIS/EIR will be described in the Final EIS/EIR.

1.14 DRAFT EIS/EIR PREPARATION PROCESS

Section 9.0, List of Preparers and Agency/Organizations Consulted, of this EIS/EIR identifies the
background, qualifications, and experience of each agency or firm that prepared or reviewed the EIS/EIR.
The primary preparers/reviewers are listed below:

Agency Preparation/Review:

California Department of Fish and Game Administrative Division, Information
Technology Branch
Dennis Bedford, Project Manager CDFG Office of the General Counsel

Karen Drewe, Project Coordinator
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Supported by staff from: Aaron Allen, B—Env- Ph.D.

South Coast Region LosApaeles Divteet Desplotore Benpeh Chicl
Ecosystem Conservation Division North Coast Branch

Habitat Conservation Planning Branch

Executive Office, Office of Communications Supported by staff from:

Education and Outreach Regulatory Division
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Office of Counsel

Fiffany Froxell Legal Counsel

Consulting Firm Preparation/Review (in alphabetical order):

Aspen Environmental Group Geosyntec Consultants

Austin-Foust & Associates, Inc. Impact Sciences, Inc.

Dudek & Associates, Inc. Pacific Advanced Civil Engineering

Entrix Environmental Consultants Rodriguez Consulting, Inc.

Environ URS Corporation

Th nd CDFG have jointly prepared the Draft and Final EIS/EIR. Th nd CDF lect

consultants under contract directl¥ with the agglicantg including Dudek & Associates2 Inc.2 Entrix

an g URS g;grpgrgggn, tg assi st in_preparing thg Draft gng Flnal EI§4EIR, In general the apphcant 'S
consultants, and with input from the apzpzlrcanti prepared adm1n1strat1ve draft analyses in consultat10n

with both the Corps and CDFG.; W
with-applieant: The applicant's cnnslﬂtants_adm1n1strat1ve drafts MWere then forwarded to and
independently reviewed and carefully evaluated by the Corps; and CDFG, with the assistance of various
consultants under contract with CDFG, including the Aspen Environmental Group and legal counsel.
Both the Corps and CDFG then developed the Draft EIS/EIR in close coordination with the applicant and
various consultants through an iterative process over a number of years, a process that involved
numerous visits to the Project site and the surrounding area, and multiple meetings attended by the-Corps

personnel, and CDFG personnel and its consultants. Over the course of the document preparation
process, the Corps and CDFG utilized their respective staff expertise in providing extensive review,
oversight, and independent judgment and analysis ef-in preparing the Draft EIS/EIR. In addition, CDFG
retained Aspen Environmental Group and legal counsel as independent third-party reviewers of the entire
Draft EIS/EIR.
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v _on Ap As a 1t of th 1 of the Dra R _have been
revised. The Final EIS/EIR consists of: (i) the Draft EIS/EIR, including revised EIS/EIR pages/sections;
ii) a list of agencies, organizations, and individuals that commented on the Draft EIS/EIR; (iii) the

to comments.

The primary preparers/reviewers of the responses to the comments received on the Draft EIS/EIR consist
of the same agency representatives and consulting firms that participated in the preparation of the Dra

EIS/EIR. Those agency representatives and consulting firms are listed above in Subsection 1.14. The
re sction 9.0 Li . ) ) L
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(Revised) Table ES-2
Comparison Of Alternatives
- Mmoo~ K
53 ® ¢ 02 9o & Impacts L ess Than
I mpacts I 8.'8' 8 R 8 8§ B Ii'J Significant After
P 825 £ £ £ £ =  Incorporationof EISEIR
o~0 O & O 0 0 % S
zQ =2 =2 =2 = = 0 Mitigation?
< € <€ € < A
4.1 Hydrology ® 0O 0 oo o Yes, al aternatives
4.2 Geomorphology andRiparian o ¢ o © 0 ® O © Yes, all alternatives
Resources
43 Water Resources o Yes, dl aternatives
4.4  Water Quality ® 6 6 o ¢ o o Yes, dl dternatives
45 Biological Resources L No, for Alternative 2
4.6  Jurisdictional Waters and PY Yes, all dternatives
Streams
4.7  Air Quality [ No, all aternatives
48 Traffic o o [ Yes, dl aternatives
49 Noise [ o No, all alternatives
4,10 Cultural Resources ® o o o [ Yes, dl aternatives
4.11 Paleontological Resources ® o o o Yes, all dternatives
4.12 Agricultural Resources ® 6 o o 0 0 O No, al alternatives
413 Geology and Geologic ® 0O o o Yes, al alternatives
Hazards
4,14 Land Use + ® O + + O No, al aternatives
4,15 Visual Resources ® o O ] No, al aternatives
4,16 Parks, Recreation, and Trails ® ¢ O 0 0 0O o Yes, dl aternatives
417 uﬁg:jalssH:nz:rgSt;?c Safety ® 0 o o No for Alternative 7 only
4,18 Public Services ® 0 o (o] Yes, dl aternatives
419 Socloeconomics and T EEEEEX) Yes, all alternatives
Environmental Justice
420 Solid Waste ® O o No, al alternatives
8.0 Globa Climate Change ® O (o) Yes, dl aternatives

Notes:

4+ Much Greater Impact than proposed Project
Greater Impact than proposed Project

@ Same Impact as proposed Project (+.01%)

O Substantialy Similar Impact When Compared to the proposed Project (+.01 — 5%)
Slightly Less Impact Compared to the proposed Project (5.1 -14.9% Reduction)
Less Impact Compared to the proposed Project (15 - 25% Reduction)

Much Less Impact Compared to the proposed Project (> 25% Reduction)
® Not applicable, as the proposed Project cannot be compared to itself

Source: URS (2008).
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