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KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY 
Environmental Initial Study Form 

[for CEQA Guideline :;;/Oc;tion 15063J 

1. project tiU,,: Kern River ReslQration and Waler Supply Projecl 

~. Lead a~eney nQf]1e and address: 

Kern Coun\)' Water Agency
 
P.O, Sox5B
 
3200 Rio Mirada Drive
 
Bakel'$field CA 93302·0058
 

3. C0l1t.c1 pe~Dn and phone number: Thomas N. Clark, Ge'nlOral Manager, 661-634-1400 

4. Proj~ Io"ation: The Project Is located in the City of Bakersfield primarily along the Kern River corridor from 
the projeoted eXlens;(:>n ofHaley Street on the easl side,to the CalifomiaAqueduct on the west end. and south and 
west or Bakersfield in the unincorporated portion of the county along the Cross Vallay Canal ,md Arvin-Edison 
Canal and Including other local water conveyance facilities, Also. tee "lIaoMd Project location maps. 

e, Description of project 

Summan', Projeot propO~e~ 10 provide signi~cant waler quality. water supply, environmenlSl and 
community benefits for the metropolitan Bakersfield area and a broad range of Kern County water users lhro\lgh 
the cQ{]rdinalei;llmJllement~~on of a number of program components including: (1) acquisition of tlle LOWl:lr Kern 
Riverwaler right (Lower Right), i.e.• Hacienda/Garces pre-1914 waler right, inclu(fing Clssociated' LClke Isabella 
Storag,,; (~) Purchase of land rrom Caslle and CookeC;l;;fomia,lnc,. for additional recharge and r"coveryf8cilities: 
(3) oonstruction of 12 new agricuitural waterrecovery wells and conSlf~C\ion Of enough Urban area wells toaohieve 
a flow capacity of 60 oft; and (4) Conslruction of "!?ler exchange facilities, interconnection or watenonveyance 
facJlilies and modification of 1M Paoli portion of the Cross Valley Canal. 

Expanded Descrlpl1on, See attached Initiai Study Project Description 

7. General plan designation and %onin9: No Ch,mge to the e,isting General Plan or ZOfIir.g laws is anticipated. 

B. SUrrounding land U""8 and enVironmental setting' The Kern River Parkway Plan and EIR were adopted in 
19B8 by lhe City of 6akel'$ft<>ld The natural site pre:oently includes 1,400 acres along the majestiC Kem River 
corridor extending from Manor Street on the northeast side afthe Gill' of Bakersfield to a point one mile belowlhe 
Stockdale Highway bridge on lhe city's western edge. A bike pam meanders alongside the course of the Kefn 
River, providing for 12 miles of uninterrupted scenio activity. The primary benefits of !he Parkway include flood 
conlro!, water recharge and conservation, preselVaUon and restoration of native riparian habitats and open space 
for greenbelt and recrearionai uses. The K~rn River F'arl<way is B community projMt involving acliv~. on-g.oing 
pubiic participation and has resulted in improved community image and aNractiveness of the natural environment; 
~ uniqull (,mily Orlsnt"d recreauonei area for all 10 enjoy. Major features of ths Kern River Parkway include: 1) 
320 acres of primary river channel: 2) 275 acres of natural and fiparian land; 3) 460 acres of natural habitat for 
educational studies: 4) 25 acre Truxlun Lake Recharge Area; 5) 12 miles at uninlerrupted bike patl1 with 9 resl 
areas: S) 8 miles of equestrian trails; 7) Multi-station exercise par course: 8) 3 profossional qU~iity sand volleyball 
courts: Il} 4 public parks with group picnic areas, 
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In Navemller of 1999, a tamlrnarl< water agreement was approved beM'een the City of Bakersfield and lIle Kern 
Counly Water Agency designed to keep water flowing in the Kern River during the May through September 
te~reation period In years when ID4's SWP ",ntitlemenl allocation is 50% or greater. The proposed Project ~elps 

the ~i.toric pact to ensure a thet in most years waler will ftow in the river throughoullhe summer mOnths, even 
dUring yeal'$ of less than 50% SWP supplies, !ltoviding for e~panded recreational activities, 8S!l"cially at the 
popular Beach Park and Yokuts Part<. 

Also the proposed Project will complement and supplemimt e~istin9 and ongoin9urban and sgriCtJltural programs 
to rect1arge water In weI years for recovery of recharged water through extraction by wells in d.y years. The 
proposed Project Is fully compa~ble wil/l existin9 land uses ~nd environmental settings. 

9. Othllr public agencies whose approval is required: None. 

-2
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALl..Y AFFECTED!
 
The environmental factors checked below would be polenfially affecleG by thi. Project. involving at least one
 
impact Ihal Is a "Potentially Signifocant Impact" as indioated by the checklist on the following pages.
 

LI	 Aesthetics I:l AgricullUre 1:1 Resources Air Quauty 

0	 eiologic~1 Resources l:J CUllural Resources 0 Geology /Solls 

0	 H~~ards & Hazardous Materials 0 Hydrology I Water Quality Cl LaM Use! PI~nning 

0	 Mineral Resources 0 Noise 0 Population I Housing 

Cl	 Public Services 0 Recreation 0 TraIlSportalionlTraffie 

0	 Utilities I SeNiea Systems 0 Manclatory Findings of SignIficance III None. 

DETERMINATION, (To be eomplel"d by the L"ad Agency) 

On the !:lasis of thiS initial evaluation: 

•	 find thallhe proposed p~Ject COIJLD NOT have a Significant effect on the environment, and a NEGATIVE 
DEClARATION will 00 prepar!;!d 

o	 , find mal <lltOOugh the proposed project could have asigoifiCElnt "ffeel on the environmen~ Ihere witl nol be 
e slgnlfiC8nt effect in Ill;s case because revisions in Ihe project Il",va been made by or agreed to by the project 
proponent A MlTIGATEO NEGATIV~ DECLARATION will be prepared. 

o	 I find that the proposer;! projecl MAY have aslgnmcanl effect on the environmel't. and an ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT REPORT is required. 

o	 I fino that lhe proposed project MAY have a ·potentially significant impact" or 'potentially Significant 1,I1\1"ss 
mitigated" impact on the environment. but alleast one effeel1) has been adequately analyzed in an eartier 

. docwmenl pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has been addressed by mitigation measures based 
on tM eartier~nalysisas described on altached sheets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPORT is required, 
but it mUslllnaly~e orlly the effects that rem;l-in 10 be "ddressed. 

o	 I find Ihal a~holJgh the proposed project could have a significant effect on the environment, because all 
potentially significant "f1ects of the (a) have been analy~ed adequately in the Previous CEQA Documents 
pursu<lnllo spplicable standards. and (b) have been <lvoidM or mitigated PurSUBrlt to the PreViouS CEQA 
Documents, including revisions or mitigation me<,sures ,hat are imposed upoli the proPQsed project, nothing 
further is required. 

=-~~ July 27. 20no 
Thomas N. Clark Dale 
Gen er(J1 Manager 
Kern Cownty Water Agency 
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California Environmental Qu~,;ty Act
 
INITIAL STt,lD....
 

Project Description of the Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program
 

The Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program proposes the integration of newly 

acquired assets llIld cOQrdinaled operation of existing and new water recharge, recovery and 

~Jlveyance facilities, The :Kern County Water Agency, (Agency) along with other local water 

leaders have been working 10 implement the Kern River Restllralion and Water Supply 

Program, (Project) utilizing funds from the ~Safe Drinking Water, Clean Water, Watershed 

Protection. and Flood Prateetion Act" (PropositiOl'1 13), The purpose of the Proje<;1 is to 

generate.broad local water supply. environmental and conununity benefils. and targeted 

drinking water quality. benefits wil1lin rhe metropolitan Bakersfield area. The proposed Project 

consists of the four foJlowing broad cornponenrs. and funher defined below. 

,. Acquisition of the Kern Rive, Lower Water Right 

2- Construction of enough urban area water wells 10 achieve a flow capacity of about 60 

crs 

3.	 COl1struclion of waler quality exchange facilities 

4.	 ConstrutHon and acquisition of local facilities to enhance groundwater reCharge and 

reCQvtry opportunities and aMociated appunenaoces. including modifieation oflbe Poal 

J portion of tbe Cross Valley Canal (evC), aod interconnection of other eXisting 

canals. 

Water quality and water supply benefits from the Project will be realized through the 

acquisition of the high flow Lower Kern Rivcr water right {Lower Right), i.e., La Hacienda 

and Garces pre-1914 water right to the Kern River. This high flow water is estimated to be 

available wben the Kern River is at or above 120% of normal run-off or in about one Ollt of 

every five years_ Table 1 below s!lows a 105 year sUrM1ary of hismrical annual Kern Rivet 

entitlements for La Hacienda. 

O:\\\'PDOCS\KRRandWSPI.JlrojCCl dqcrlptlDn.wl'd 
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TABLE 1 

YS3r Firo! Paint April %01 La Haeiende EntiUemenl (!IF) 
fiow$ in IAF) July flows 

(AF) 
N<"Jfmal 

Jan·Mar Aor-Jul lolal 

1895 I,Q23.051 B94,729 146 0 36,1S1 36,1$1 

1897 89:1,433 65U52 l:>a 0 11l,375 18,375 

1900 1.000,$40 1,391,636 193 0 399,190 399,190 

1907 990,900 678,746 143 0 4:;,649 1M49 

1909 1,e3M44 1.218,975 156 40.305 2$1,730 33~,036 

1911 1,C13,3M 701,168 117 O. 39,014 39.014 

1914 1,113,515 685.012 1044 10.512 31,906 42,41 S 

1916 2.520,149 1,571,597 33' 165,98' 5O!l.05o 674.041 

1917 923,Oll3 560,304 118 0 3.401 MOl 

1922 964,OBI> 617,71!l 130 0 5,M4 5,&44 

1957 1,26Q.W2 552.047 179 7.358 105,401. 112,759 

193$ 1.358,666 961,769 202 0 170,179 170,179 

1S41 1,40',078 995,657 209 0 166,590 163.S90 

1943 1,120,$28 697,1B2 147 53,036 37.200 00,296 

1952 1,500,OOB ',119.815 236 0 234,738 234,738 

1958 1,104,nO B~1,669 175 0 96.4~5 96,435 

1967 1,396,229 924,005 197 ° 137,OS3 1~7,063 

1969 2,46UOS 1,747.674 373 65,152 614,714 679,666 

19n 979,652 723,756 154 0 48.956 48,958 

1978 1,053,505 1.094,575 249 29,209 219,:348 24M57 

1980 1,1;39,96<1 991,025 225 67,~37 166.551 2:>3,888 

1962 1.271, '39 796,794 171 o· B1,081l 81.0S9 

1983 2,489,131 1,545.610 323 79.848 506,960 588,814 

1986 1,444,941 B86,674 184 43,545 '20,637 169,262 

1995 1,353,0:,)7 929,221 199 655 139.357 140,Q15 

1996 1,038.261 599,331 126 ° 16,279 15.279 

1997 1.181,969 57L476 122 73,010 ° 73,010 

1998 1,711,957 1,137,373 2:>9 27.5B7 2-45,3£1 272,946 

Tolal 3955H52 26,1 80.000 566,0,9 . 4,493,282 5,161,921 
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As can be ~eel1 from tile Table I, deliveries of the Lower Right are highly variable from year 

to year. for example, over the 105 year period of record, 1969 was the maximum total 

delivery year with a quantity of 679,866 acre-feet. 

During seventy-seven {77) ycarg over the 105 year period, nO Lower Right flow is available. 

The lowest quantity on record of the years Lower Right flow was a"ailahle was 3,401 acre-feet 

delivered in 1917. As shown in Table I, Lower Right water has a high range of variability iii 
flow. A goal of the Project is to maximize the opportunities to use this water for urban and 

agricultural purposes, either -for direct urban use or for groundwater recharge, The long-term 

average annual yield of the Lower Right water is estim~ted ar 40,000 acre-feet. Another one 

of the goals of the Project is to make available fot urban use, the highest quality water. Due 

to the high quality nature of Kern River water, when available for use up to a maximum of 

40,000 acre-feet of annual Lower Right water will be given priority for delivery to the 

Improvement District No.4 (lD4) Henry C. Garnell Water I'\1rification Plam (Purification 

Plant) and delivered for woan use in the greater Bakersfield area. This will assist the 

Purification Plant iJl. meeting existing aDd filture water quality standards for toe pUblic water 

supplies as administered by the Environmental Protection Agency and other governil1.enl . 

regulalOfs responsible for Public Health. Annual Lower Right water available above rhe 

amount used by the Treatment Plant will be used for groundwater recharge and provide a 

water supply benefit to local agricultuul water districts as described elsewhere in the 

description. 

Environmental and community benefits are an important part of the Project. The Project plans 

to ass~re lhrough acquisition of the Lower Right and by annual w~te{ exchanges with local 

wiltet district haVing other Kern River water rights, that the heart of tile City of Balcersfie1d 

(from Manor Street downslfearn to Allen Road) will enjoy a 12 mile stretch ofre-watered 

Kern River, at least from May through September. This stretch of the Kern River has been 

usually dry since the mid-19.s0· s, excepl in wet years, and will complement the existing Kern 

River Parkway Plan and EIR adopted in 1988 by the City of Bakersfield. 

0;\WPOOCS',xMlltid WSP\pmjet:t ~(i"1iM_~ Page -3
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An integral compQnent of the program is the proposed construclion of urban area wells along 

the righi-of-way of ihe Kern Island and Cross Valley Canals, east of Highway 99 (see allached 

maps). In dry years. estimated to be when rhe Kern River is at or below 50% of normal. these 

wells will be pumpe1 as part of the ellchange to keep the Kern River channcl wet between 

Manor Slreet on tbe east end, and the SIQc1(dale bridge at the wc:st end of the City. Water !hat 

has previoUSly been released down the Kern River channel and percolated will be recaptured 

and recirculated by mese wells. The ability tQ recirculate water is accomplished by an 

exchange all10ng ID4 and Kern Delta WD (KD)/North Kern WSD (NK). These wells will 

only be pumped during the driest of yeaq to pay water back when NK and KD for release of 

tbeir Kem River water imo the Cbannel. This cQ.mponent of the Project will serve to keep the 

river flowing during the peak reereational use .months of May through September, without 

decreasing the supplies that are needed during the critical water shorr years. The Table below 

shows an example of an operation durfng a year when the wells wal be maximized and water 

is available for reregulation in Isal.>e\1a by NI( and KD. 

TA:E~LE 2 

Monlh 

Jan 

Fat> 

Mor 

Apr 

May 

Jun 

JUT 

Aug 

Sep 

Oct 

Nov 

Dec 

ITOI., ] 

Waler d~livery lo KO ono Chong" in. KD and NK KDINK deli-.trtes to 

NK from urhan are~ wells; Isabella Storage eliGUeme"1 Kern W\!t 1M Kern RiV..

via Kern Island and do \0 RiYer del1v"'io. (AF) Channel (AF) 

Soardsley Can.ls (AF) ,.,egulotlon (AF) 

~.91B 2.916 0 

2.91B 2.916 0 

~.91a 2,918 (J 

2.916 2,916 0 

2.916 (4,OB41 2,916 4.084 

2,916 (4.064) 2.91G 4.0B4 

2,916 (4,084) 2,91~ 4.064 

2.916 (4,OS4) 2.916 4.084 

2,910 (4.064) 2.916 4,084 

2.916 2,916 0 

2.916 2,915 ° 
2..916 2.916 0 

:>5,000 I 0 I 14,580 I 20,420 1 

Page -4
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When requited, the KCWAflD4 will annually provide \lP to 35,000 acre-feet of warer dircc:tly 

or by eKchange for delivery inlO the Kern River Cbannel beginning at Manor Street in order to 

help maintain the flow for recreational, conununi1Y and environmental benefits to the citizens 

of Metropolitan Bakersfield. The target perioi;l to wet the Kern River Channel is the months of 

May through Septembor or a 150 day continuos period. It is estimaled with a high degroe of 

confidence, that 'a total flow of 35.000 acre-feet is req\ljred to wet .the targeted River ChalUlel 

area for the 5-month period. To allocate a continuous flow of the 35,000 acre-feet over this 

period requires an approximate instantaneous capacity of 117 cfs, The exchange 10 keep lhe 

Kern River ehaMel weIfor the 5-momh period would be accomplished under the following 

programs: 

•	 No use of wells. normal Kell1 River hydrology: KD and NK release a combined flow 

capacity of 117 cis of their respective Kern River ej1titlemenl in the Kern River 

Channel during the months of May thrQugh September, thaI would othOIWise have been 

delivered to the dislricts, via Ihe Bllardsley and Kern Island Canals. In exchange 

(either simultaneously or by payback), ID4 conveys all equal amount of Swp water 

entitlement or other water in the evc for delivery to {(DINK via the eve extension, 

the Arvin-Edison tumMI, or the prOpOsed crllSs river pipeline, 

•	 Use of wells, dry SWP and/or Kern River hydrology: KCWA pumps the Urban area 

wells. The east wells pump water iuta tlJe eve ancllor Kern Island Canal for delivery 

to !CD and for delivery 10 NK via the Beardsley Cana!. In addilion, wells pump 

recovered water inlo the eve for delivery to KDWD via the Arvin-Edisou rnrnout and 

connection to the Kern Island Canal. The wells supply appr.oxima.tely 35,000 acre-feel 

over a 10 to 12 month period. KD and NK reregul~\e their Kern Rlver supply during 

the firsl and last monlhs of the year as ;hown iu the example in 'fable 2 above and 

deliver water out of storage down the Kern River chaWlel ol,lring the May thro\lgh 

September period. 

III UJe WEHest years: During wet years on the Kern River, there will be plenty of high 

flow water ava.ilable to wei the Channel and no water will b" required from lD4 and 

!(DINK. 
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1.	 To facilitate the water exchange~ described above, a number of new facilities would be 

constructed described below: 

a.	 Facilities would be modified as needed on the Arvin-Edison Canal use(! to divert 

water to the various canal owned by KD. These diversion facilities woul';! bave 

a targeted capacity of lSO cfs. See attached map for facility locations. 

b.	 A pipeline wOllJd 1)e constructed in order to divert well water, SWP anc!/or 

Friant-Kern water from the eve to the Kern Island canal to a point just east of 

M!!PQr Sll'eet. This pipeline facility would have a rargeted capacity of 150 cfs. 

c.	 As an alternative to item "b" above, ihe e)listing easrside pipeline owned ami 

. operated by ID4 would be modified io deliver water from the eve to the same 

location in the Kem Island C::mal. This pipeline facility has a tatget£t! capacity 

of 60 Ms. 

In year5. When the Lower Right water is available, the first 40,000 acre-feet will be used to 

meet the needs of the 104 Purification Plant for delivery to the Urban Bakersfield area. The 

next increment of yield (40,000 aQ'c-feet to 125,000 acre-feet) can be regulated within th~ 

same year. Any yield above that ;vill be available for irrunediate delivery. Historically, the 

flows have been as high as 550,000 lIcre-feet. Currently not all the water can be captured. 

Another program <;omponent is to acquire and COnstruct facilities to enhance local groundwater 

recharge and recovery opcrations, To accomplish this goal, additional regularionfrecharge 

basins will be constructcd OIl approximately SO acres property which has been targeted for 

acquisition from Castle and Cooke California, lnc. The property is located albJIg both sides of 

the Kern River neat the Stockdale bridge, Portions of me propeny will be dedicated to 

groundwaler recharge and other portions will be \LSed for a multi-propose Park facility, wjd! 

groundwater recharge given a priority when the Kern River is in a higb flow year, thus 

combining a prominent water feature into tbe park, 

Lower Right water available for use above what is needed by the Purification Plant would be 

recharged in the facilities listed below: 

D;\WPDOCS\KRR!llIdWSPlptQJC~j dc...-cription. wpd Page -I;i
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• In the ne!" land acquired from Castle and Cooke California, Inc.• (CCe) located near 

the Stockdale bridge on both sides of the Kern Rive};. These lands will consist of one 

ll).acre redurge pond north of the Rivet and one 5-acre recharge pond south of the 

Kern River. A potenti~l annual recharge of 5,500 acre-fcet can be achieved in these 

ponds, based on a recharge rate of I.Oae-Nac/day. 

• In tbe 40 new acres of land acquired from eee located on the north side of the Kern 

River near th", Stockdale bridge. This land is (ltOposed to be used as a IDllltl"purpose 

recreation facility and during wet y~rs will be used to recharge the high flow months 

that Lower Right water is available. A potentia) monthly recharge of 120 acre-feet can 

be aChieve(! ill this area, based 00 a recharge rate of LOat-ft/ac/day. 

TIle eXisting banking projects will also have access to this water. 

• The Bcrrenda Mesa Project recharge facility. This Project has a potential annual 

recharge capacity of 58,000 acre-feet. The PiOneer :!'roject recharge facility has a 

potential annual ret:harge capacity of 146,000 acre-feet. The Kern Water Bank Project 

has a potential annual recharge capacity of 450,000 acre-feet. 

• This waler may also be used to meet other Ag, urban or groundwater management 

purposes. 

To enhance the capability of existing canals to convey recovered water, Ihe Project proposes to 

interconnecl lhe Kern River Canal with the Kern Watt:! Bank canal and to raise the lining of 

the eve in Pool 1. The eve wo"ld be modified to "float" off the AqueducllO increase the 

operational opportunity for water exchanges. The modification will also reduce water over

topping the lining, increase flexibility to move water around the County, reduce energy costs, 

and reduce operations al1d maintenance costs. This work covers llie portion of the eve that 

extends from the California Aqueduct !urJ10ut near Tupman to the fore1;>ay of Pumping Plant 1. 

All work would be \lone withj!) the eXisting eve right-of way. 

The Project proposes to construct 12 new agriCUltural groundwater recovery wells. The 12 

wells will be located on either the Agency's Pioneer propeny. Kern Water Bank, and/or 

private land in tbe vicinity of existing projects. The wells are estimated to have an annual 

Page -7
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recovery capacity of 35,000 nere-feeL In dry years tbe banked Lower Right water will be 

recovered using the 12 ncw agricultur:ll wells constructed as described above. The recovered 

banked water will be delivered to the eve, Kern River Canal or the Kern Water Bank Canal 

and directly or by ellchange delivered to the Participants of the Banking Projects to supplement 

shOrtages in surface water deliveries. The operation of the urban and agricultural wells will be 

govetned by the principles substantially similar to those found in the Memorandm:n of 

Understanding (MOt!) regarding the Operation and Monitoring of the Kern Water Bank 

Groundwater ~anking Program. The MOU outlines the term~, methods and procedures for the 

moniroring program appropriate for groundwater recharge and recovery projeCl~. Each year, a 

report will be pUblished by the Monitoring Committee which presents the following 

information: 

A.	 A summary of ground water levels coUceted during the year; 

B.	 A summary of water quality analyses of water collected during the year from 

recovery wells amI monitoring wells; 

C.	 Records of water recharged during the year and its source; 

D.	 Records of water recovered during the year. 

E.	 The stams of currem accounts of stOred waler, inCluding losses, and the 

ql,lanr;ties of Wdter available for recovery; 

E	 Information regarding any ongoing groundwater quality remedial concerns rhat 

may arise from time to time. 

D:lWPDOCS\KRJi':3f1dWSP\proje-C.l dC$criJ>tkm.wp.j Page -8· 
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EnvirC>fIlTlental Checklist: 

Potenlially 
Significanr 

Impact 

MS$Than 
Significanl 

wif" 
Mitigation 
Itt~r",.d 

v:ssThan 
:Signiflcanl 

1m.poct 

N. 
Impact 

1. Al:SiHETICS - Woukllh", project 

a) Have a subs\~nliaL adverse effect on 1I £Cenic viSla? 0 0 0 .. 
b) $ubslall(iaUy (1amage scenic resources, illCluding, Iml nol fimil<:d 10, 
trees. rock outcroppings. and hisloric building; wifilin a slate sGenic 
highWay? 

0 0 a II 

0) QUbStaotially dellrade lhe eXistillg viSual charader orquality .fIhe 
sile and itS surroundino;,s? 

0 0 0 

d) Cfl'aiG a new source of subslanHallight or glare which woula 
adversely affeel day or nillhtllme views in Ihe area? 

0 0 0 

11. AGRICULTURf RESOURCES· - WOUld Ihe project 

a) Convert/reduce Prime fannland, Unique Farmland, or Fannland 01 
Statewide IlI1port~nce (Farn'lland) 10 non-aglicullural use? 

0 [J 0 

b) Conflict wilh exisllng zoniog fof agri¢vltural use, or a Williamson Act 
\lOJJIrocr? 

CI 0 CJ 

c) InvolVe Qjher Changes loths exi$liog environmenl which, due 10 
their loeano" Of nalure. could resull in coovefSion of Farmland, 10 lIOn· 
aQriculturaluse? 

0 [J D 

JII. AIR QUALITY - Where ava~able. Ihe Significance criteria 
established by Ihe applicable air Quality mana-geme,,1 or air pollution 
conlrol dislriGl may be relied upon to make lhe foliowinQ 
delermlnations. Would (he project: 

a) Conflict wllh or obstruct implementation of Ihe applicable air quality 
plan? 

0 CI 

b) Violate ;my air qualify stamlard Of conlribute substantially 10 an 
eltisting or projected air qualily violalion? 

0 0 0 I!I 

c) Result in a cumUlatively considerable net im:rease of any crileria 
paiManl for which the projed re~ion is non-altainmenl under an 
applicable federal or stale ambient air quality Slandartl r.no1~dlng 

releasing emissions whiCh eXClled quantilative thresholds for ozone 
precursor5)? 

0 0 0 
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Potontially Leoo Than ultSThan N• 
SilP'ifr"ant Significant .Significant Impad 

Impact ""In Impact
 
Mltigatiqn
 

]nMrporal.d
 

d) Expose senSitive re<:eplor.; to sUbslantial pollutanl coneentmlions? 0 0 0 

0) Creale objectionable Ollors affecting a 5u!JsIanliai mImbsr Of 0 0 IJ
 
people?
 

IV. BIOLOGICAL RESOURCES Would Ihe projeul: 

.2) Have It subStllntial adverse effed. ollller aireelly 0< through habHal 0 0 !"l 
modificalians. on any species idenlined as a candidate. sensitive, or 
special status species in local or regional plans. policies. or 
regul"Uon:s. or by !he C2Uf'lrnla Departmenl of Fish and Game or U.S. 
Fish and Wikllife Service? 

b) ,Have a substanlial adverse effecl on any riparian habitat or oIher 0 a 0
 
sensitive nalural communily identified in local or regional plal1$,
 
policies. l'egulalions or by the California Department of Fish and Game
 
Of US F~h anI! Wildlire Service?
 

0) Have a subtlan1l.1 adve<Se effect on federally pro!ect.ed wetlands as 0 IJ 0
 
defined by Section 404 of Ibe Ctean Water Am (inCluding. but nol
 
Iim!\!!<l to, m<ltsh, vernal ,:.col. coastal, ale.) th'Ough direc! removal.
 
fining, hydrological inlenupliDn, or other means?
 

d} Interfere subslanllally wilh the movement t)f any native residenl or 0 0 Cl
 
migt:ltory fISh or wildlife species or with established native resident or
 
migratory wildlife oorridors, vr impede 'he use or native wildlife nursery
 
Slles?
 

e) Conflict wHh any local pondes or ordinances protecting bil'logieal IJ 0 0 III
 
resOufceS, such as Q tree preservation policy or ordiMnce7
 

I) Conflict wilh lhe provisions of lIn adopted Habit'll Conservati'ln 0 0 0
 
Plan. Nalural Community Conservation Plan, or olher approve<;llocal,
 
regional, or slate habitat conservali(lfl plan?
 

V. CULTURAL RESOURCES - WQI.lld Ihe project: 

0) Cause a substantial ~Clverse chllnge in the significance Of a 0 0 
historical reoourC(! as defined in !\15064.51 

b) Cause a substantial adverse change in the significance of an 0 [J 0 
archaeological resource pursulln110 §15064.5? 

Page -2
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Potentially Leos TFwn us:; Thon N. 
Silfniflccnt Signfjil:i1HI SrgnijiC07lI Impact 

Imp=1 with Impacl
 
Mitigation
 

Incorporared
 

0) Direvlly or indireClIy d~::1my a ~nique paleontological resource or 0 n D 
$il~ or uniqu~ geologic feature? 

d) Disturb any lIuman remains. including tMse inte.l1e<I OU\$ide of 0 D 0 
formal cemeteries? 

VI. GEOLOGY AND SOILS - Would the project; 

a) Expose people or structures 10 polenUal substantial adverse effecls, 0 lJ 0 
including tho risk 01 lOS<', injury, or dealh involving: 

I) R~pl.\lre of a known earthquake faull. as detinealed On the 0 0 [J 

most recent Alq~Is1-Priolo Earthquake Fault Zoning MaP 
issued b~ tile Stale GI>ologlst lonnl! area Of b<lSed on olher 
$ubSlantial evidence of a known la~1t1 Refer to Division of 
Mines and ~ology Special Publicalion ~2. 

Ti) Strong selsmio ground shaking? Cl 0 0 t'il 

iii) Seismi<:-mlaled ground failure. including Iiquefaclion? n Cl 0 l'lI 

Iv) Landslides? 0 0 0 t'J 

bl Resull in sU/.1.sl~nlial snil erosion or the loss of topsoil? 0 0 0 l;!I 

oj l'Jo located on a geologic unil or soil that is unslable, or Ihat W<luld 0 (;] 0 t'il 
be~me unstable a$ II resull of the project, and polentially rasull in on
or off-site landsllae, 'alo<31 spreading. subsidence. liquefactj(ln or 
collapse? 

d) ee localed On expansive soil, as defin~1I in Table 18-1-6 of the 0 0 0 
Uniform Building Code (1!ilV4). crealing suOstantial risl:s 10 life or 
~ropeny? 

oJ Have soilS incapable of adaqualely supporting the use 01 seplic 0 [J 0 
tanks or allemali." WilSIe waler disp0$l11 W$\f;lmS v.hefe sewers are 
nOI available for me diSp<Jsal of waste waleI'? 

VII. HAVIRDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS-
Would Ihe project:
 

a) Greale a signiffCllnt ha'(am to Ihe pUblic or the environment throu(l~ 0 0
 0 
the routine transport use. Dr disposal 01 hazardous malenals'} 

Page -3
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POfm,ially 
SignlJica"1 

Impaer 

Less '[hDIT 

Siif"ificanl 
wilh 

MiIiB:Qfj~n 

JrrlX''1'''raied 

Less Than 
Slgnlficanl 

impacf 

No 
impact 

) Create a signilIcalt ha~"od 10 Ihe ~ublic or lhe environment ttlrou~h 

~"sonabl;t foreseeable upset and a<;cldenl conditions involvlnQ lhe 
eJease of haz.arQ~us malenals inlo the envimnroMl? . 

0 0 0 ~ 

.JEmil nazardou~ emisSions or handle hazardous CIl' alMely 
,02.aroous materials, substances, or waste within one-quaner mile Of 
III existing or proposed St;I1ool? 

0 D 0 

ij Be localed on a liite Whictlls included on a list of hazaodous 
nllierials Siles ctlffipiled pursuanllo Government Cooe $el;\ion 
15962.5 and. as a result. woul(l it create a significant hazard to ihe 
JUbl;c ollhe environmant? 

0 0 [J 

,) For a prOjecllocale(l within an alrporlland use plan or. where such 
I pjll~ has not been adopted, within two miles or a p~bnc airport or 
JUb/ie use airport, would Ihe project ~$ult In a safety hazal'Cl for people 
-esidlng or wortlng In Ille project area? 

0 D D 0 

) For>l prOject within 1M vicinity or a private airship, wOUld tM project 
-esull in a sQfely hazard ror peoPle rellidlng or WOrking io the project 
Irea? 

0 0 0 

1} Impair Jmplemenlation or or physically interfere wilh an adoPled 
,lmergency response plan or emerge0"Y evaClJalion plan? 

0 0 0 

h) E:<pose people or slruelures to a $igoilicant risk 011os5, injury or 
lealh involVIng WildlanO' ~fes. inCluding wIlere wildlands are adjacent 
o uwan;zed areas or where residenoes are intermixed with wMlaods? 

0 0 0 

'1111. HYDRoLoGY AND WATER QUALITY - Would the 
."ojeGl: 

a) Violate any w~ler quality standards or waste diSGhal1'Je 
-equirernenls? 

D 0 0 

b) Substanllally deplete lll'llundwaler supplies or interfere subSlantially 
yUh groUfI(lwaler recharge such thalltlere vrould be" net defioil in 
lquifer volum@ or a lowering of the local grnun<lWater lable level (e,9-. 
Itle produdion rale of pre-~stlngnearby wells would drop 10 a lev@1 
which would nol support existing land uses or planned uses for wtIich 
>ermRs hav/! been granted)? 

0 0 0 
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i'oren/iolly Le,," Than U3$Than No 
Signiji=/ Signlfican/ Signijicanl Impocl 

impact with Impacr 
Mit/galiol! 

illGCtptlrated 

cl Substantially al!er the existi"g drainage pattern of Ihe sRe or area, 0 1:1 a I!l 
including Il1rculln tne alleration of the course or;, stream or Iiv~. in a 
mannl'r which would result In substantial erosion or $~latian on- or orr
site? 

dJ SUbstantially aller the existing drainage pattErn 01 the site or area, D 0 0
 

including tnrougl't the alteration 01 the course or a stream or riv~. or
 
5ubstanlially increase the rate or amount of surface runoff in a manner
 
wIlicll would result in flooding ~n- or off-site?
 

e) Creale orl»ntribute runotrwaterwhich would exceedlhe eapachy 0 a a
 
or exisling or pl"nnl)/l stonnwaler drainage SYslemS or proVjOl>
 
~ubslalltial additional SOUfG6S of POlluted ronoff?
 

1) othelWise substantially degra<le waler qu3li1y? D 0 (J I!!l 

gl ptace tlou:>!n" within" 100-year nood hazard area as map""d on 3 0 0 CI ~
 
federal Flood Hazard Boundary or Flood Insuffince Rate Map or other
 
flood haurd delineation map?
 

h) Place within a 10o-ye.r nooel haz"td arEa struclureswhich WOulc! D 0
 
II1IP\'de or redirect flood flows?
 

QExpose people or irruclures to a signiftcanl ris!< of 10$S, injury or 0 0 (3
 

death invoMng f1oocling, including flOoding as a result of lhe failure or
 
a levee or dam?
 

j) Inundation by seiclle. Isun.mi. or mudflow? 0 0 0 

IX. LAND USE AND PLANNING - Woul<llhe projecl: 

aJ Physioolly divide an established oommun~y? D 0 0 I;;l 

bl Conflict wiL~ any applicable '.od use ptan, poficy. or regul.lion of an 0 (3 0 l'!l 
~oency With jUriwicl:ion over the project (including, but nollimifed 10 
the gene",1 plan, specifio plan, local coastal program, or'l'oning 
ordinance) adopled for \he purpose of avoiding or mitigating an 
environmental effeel? 

oj Conniel wilh any "ppliC3ble habka! conserv"lion plan or natural 0 0 0 
~om",unay consElrvalioo plan? 

X. MINt"RAL RESOURCES - Would the project: 

Page -5
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POlen/ially ~ 

Signific<'I't 
11l'Ftu:/ 

Le.. Than 
~gnifict1nr 

with 
Mil/gariotl 

Inoorpr>rQlcd 

r.ssTh.. 
Slgn[1iconl 

1mpac/ 

No 
Impact 

a) Flesuft in 1M lOSS Of lIY~i1abilily of a known mine...' resource thai 
would be or Value to the region and the residel'llS of t~e ~ll\e? ' 

0 D [J 

b) ResuK in the loSS or availability of a 10oally,impOltllnl mineral. 
resource recovery site delineated on a local general plan, specific plan 
on'lher land use plan? 

[J 0 0 

XI. NOISE - Woult11!le projeCl resull in: 

a) ExpiJ:rure of persons to or lleneration of noise ievels in e)<= d 
slaMai'd:> establislled In tile local general plan or nOise oroinanel', or 
lIppr.nable 51an(Jaros of other agencies? 

n 0 

IJ) ~sure of persons 10 or ceneralion of excessive groundbome 
vibration or grouJ1dborne noiSe levels? 

D 0 0 BI 

oj A substanlial permanent increase in ambient noise levels in the 
project vicinily above levels existing withoullhe project? 

[j ~ 

d} A SlIt>s1antlallemporary Dr peliodic inCl'ease in ambienl noise levels 
in the proj~ct vicinity allove levels existing without the project? 

0 0 0 

e} For a Illoieel localed within an airport l..d use plan or. where such 
a pia... h.s not been adopted, wilnin two mHes of a public airport or 
public use airport, would Ihe Ptoject expose people residing or wo,ldng 
in the proje.;t area to exeesSlve noiSe levels~ 

n 0 0 

f) For a projed within Ihe vicinily of a prlvale airs/rip, would the project 
expose people residing or working illlhe project area 10 excessive 
noise levels? 

0 0 a 

XII. POPULA110N AND HOUSING - Would lhe project: 

a} Induce substanliar populallon growth in an area. eHMr directly (for 
examllle, by proposing new homes ana busillesses) Or indirectly (for 
example, throu9h extension of roads or other infrastructure)? 

D [J 0 II:l 

Il) Displace substantia' numbers of exisllng housing, necesskatinllthe 
construction of replacement housing elsewh~re? 

0 0 0 lllI 
'., 
',~ 

C) Displace substaotiaJ numbers of people, necessitating 1M 
construction of replacement housing elsewhere? 

0 0 0 Il!I 

Page -6
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Palenlf~J1y Les< Th"" Less Than Na 
Sigl'lijiCtftU Si8nif!CU11( Sigl1ijic".t Impo.( 

Impaol "'ilh Impact 
Mill$otion 

Jacorpara/ed 

XIlI. PUElLIC SERVICES 

a) Would Ihe project result in :u~an!iallldverse physical impacts 0 1:1 0 
associaled with the provision 0;>( new or physically allered 
llovernmental fll~lilies. need for new or physl.lJ\llly altered 
governmental facilities, the construction of Which eoufd cause 
signi/iC<lnt environmental i.....pacts. in order to m;llnlain acceptable 
service rolios, respanse limes or other performance objecllves for any 
of the public services: 

Fire protection? 0 CI [J fj 

porice proledion? 0 0 D I!ll 

Schools? n 0 1:1 t!l 

Patl<s? 0 0 0 I:iJ 

Other public faOllilif>.? Cl 0 0 l:'l 

XIV. RECREATION .

a) WQuid the project increase the use 01 exi$ting neignborMod aM 0 0 0 
regional parks or other reoteational facilities such th~1 stlbslantial 
physiCAlI deterioration ollhe facility would occur or be accelerated? 

b) Does Ihe project Include recteatlonal facilities or require Ihe 0 0 0 
ronstruction 0/ expansion of recreational facilities which might halfe an 
adverse physical effect on the environmenl? 

XV. TRANSPORTATlONfTRAFFIC - WOIlI(1 the project 

a) Cause an increase in traffic whicl1 is substantial in relation 1<> thl! a 0 
exisling traffic load Qnd capacity of It"" sIr"et system Q.e., resull In a 
$ubslMliallncrease in either the nlJrnoer of vehicle trips, lhe volume 
to capacity rallo on roads, or congestion at intersections)? 

b) Exceed. either i<1dividually or cumU1'ltively, a level olselYice 0 0 0 
standard established by the munty congestion management agency 
ror d,,:;igMI<lCI roads or highway,,? 

Page -7
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Potmtia/ly Less 771011 Less Than No 
Significant SianFficunl Si8"!ficant impact 

Imp,,,,, with ImpaG/ 
Mitigalion 

Incorporalcd 

c) Reslln in !I change in air traffic pallems,lnduding either £In increase [J a
 
in traffic levels or a ellange in localion tMt resulls if) subslantlal safety
 
..sics?
 

d) l;lubstanlially increase h!l2:arn due to a deSign feature (e.\1.• sharp 0 []
 

curves or dange/Ous Interseclions) or incompatible useS (e.g., farm
 
equipmenl)?
 

0) Resull in inadequale emergency access? a 0 0 !'i 

f) Resuilin Inadeqoale parking ¢<lpacily? [] 0 CI !il 

g) Con~lcl with adopted policies. plans, or prol/rams supponing I;] 0 0 I1l 
allemalive lranspQ,t,alion (e(l., bus lurnouts. bicy<;le racks)? 

XVI. UTILITIES AND SERvICE sYSTEMS -
Would (he projec:c 

a) Exceed wastewaler tmatmanl requiremenls of the <IllPlicable 
Regional Water Ql,lafity Control Board? 

IJ 0 0 

b) Require or resu!lln the construcUon of new walar or waste\'lllier 
Ireatmenl faCilities or expansion or existi/>9 facilities,lhe construction 
ofwilich could cause-signifloanl envlrQnmenlal elfects? 

0 0 0 

oj ReqUire ar result in the c:ons[nmfion of new storm water drainage 
facilities or ,",,,pension of existing facilities. the conSlru~lion of which 
could cause slgnilicant environmental effeOls? 

0 0 0 

d) Have suffie;"nt water supplies available to serve the projecl from 
eXisling enlillemenls and reSOurces. or are new or expanded 
enllllemenis needed? 

0 d [] 

e) Result In a determination b~ the wastewater .reatmant provider 
Which Se'Yes or may serve the projecllhal it has adequate capacity la 
serve the projects projected demand in addn;on to the providers 
existing oommitments? 

0 0 

f) Be s,",rved by a I.'mdfill with sufficient permiUed Cllpacity to 
accommodate the projects sond waste diSposal needs? 

0 I;] 0 

g) Comply with federal, state, and ICCllI staMas and regulations 
relatea \0 solid waste? 

0 0 0 

Page-ll
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Pc'<JlU~lly 
Sign'ficcnr 

Impact 

Le"" Than 
Signifr"anl 

with 
Mitigttlion 

Incorporated 

Less Than 
.Sig'lifican' 

ImJ'<'cr 

Na 
ImpacJ 

XV,LMANDATORY FINDINGS OF SIGNIFICANCE 

al Does the project have lhe potential 10 degr~de the quality of the 
enl/ironment. subatantlally reduce Ih.. habitat of II rosh OJ wildlife 
species. calise a fish or wildlife populaUon 10 drop below sell
SU$laining levels, threalen to eliminale a pl"nt or animal communlty, 
redlJCe Ihe number or restrict 'h'" fange 9r'a rare I" endangered plant 
or animal or eliminale important examples or the mlliQr periods 01 
California hlslel)' 01 prehistory? 

0 0 

III Ooes the project have impacts thai i1re Individually rrmfted, but 
cumulatively considerable? rcumulalively considerable" mean!> 1l1at 
the inc",merna' effeCls ef • projed ar6 consi<l~ ....bre When viewed in 
connecllon with (he effacts or pasl projeClS. Ihe effects of other current 
projects. aM th<:> effl!ClS of probable folure projecl$)7 

0 0 0 

Cl) Does the project have environmental elfol¢lS whie!l wm cause 
SIllWlanti.' adve,,;e effects on human beings, either directly or 
indirectly? 

0 0 a &!l 
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EXPLANAnON OF RESPoNSES 
INITIAL SllJDY CHECKLIST 

Project: Kern River Restoratfoo alld Water Supply Program' 

Agency: Kern County Water Agency 

Mstheti~s. 

l.	 The .Project will have tbe potential to increase the aesthetic v~l\lc oftlle Kern River corridor 
aru during wening periods. 

b.	 n•• Pr<rject will not Qsmage scenic visu~1 character or quality be¢ause new activities are 
complemcoting I:xisling operations. 

c.	 See Ib above. 

d.	 The Project m~y Cfeate a new sour~e of1ight dUf'ng well construdion. since well drilling 
occurs around the clock. However. thi, will be a temporary effecl. 

u·	 Agri"ulture R...<ourc~._ 

a.	 No rarmland will b. taken out of pfodu~t;on as a res~lt ofconStruction and acqubition or 
assets proposed under this Project. 

b.	 No. None "rthe lands at the ProjeGIl(lc~tion5 propos.~ for racilil}! construction aTC under a 
Williamson Act conlract. 

c.	 No 

III.	 Air Quality. 

a.	 The pt~jcct will resull in increased air emissions from vehicles and equipment during the 
construction and operation !lJ1d maintenance periods. However, the emissiOf\, will be short 
term and no more than fmlt1 existing urban and agricultural activities. 

b.	 Duringconstruclion and operation, the Project will not result in violation ofany air quality 
standard, or generate any objectionable odors. 

c.	 ·Tile project is notexpeCled to generate a cumulative net irc'case ill any pollutant for which 
[he region io in non-attainment ~nder federal or Slate standards. 

d.	 No. 

c.	 No. 
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IV. Bi(llogit~l Resources. 

lL	 No lhre.tefiM or endang~red,orOIher sensitive pl.ntor wildlife specitOS, pursuantto Slate and 
Froer.1 Endangered Speeies Act,areknownto be present.! ornoRrt~epropcsedproject sites. 
The project is not expected to red,,« or en~anee the diversity ofnative plants .t the project 
site. All cons"uctlon will occur in existing maintained right-of-way, or 00 actively f.rmed 
land. or on an area wilh .n exisling Habit.t Conservation Pl.n permittM for s\.Ioh IlCtivity. 

h.	 The Project will not have any .dverse imp.ot on rip.';an babitat or other >ensttiv" nAtural 
communities. The Project may have. positive be~efit on riparian hablrat identified in thl; 
Kern Rivet PlIrkway, since one of the gools of this Project is to maintain. wetted 12-mile 
stretch ofKem River Channel through lhe center of Bakersfield. 

e.	 No feder.lly protected wetlands pursuant Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be 
impacted by lhe Project. 

d,	 Construction 3l'ld operation on project site< will not impact migration of fish, meveme"t of 
n.tive residentsorwildHfe species beeause construction and operation will occuro" aclively 
rarmed areas or in existing maintained project rigln-of-ways areas. 

e.	 No. In fact, the Project as proposed will complement eXtsti"g policM and ordinances 
pertaining to the City of Bakersficld Kern River Parkway Plan and Environmenta' lm(>acl 
Report adopted in 1988. No large trees, such as the herilage oak, will be removed by the 
Project. 

f.	 It is the inlent ofili., propose~ project to thecxtent practical. 10 cooperate and complementth. 
existing Meiropolitan Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan and the Kern Water B~~k 

Habitat CQn~ervation Plan. 

V.	 Cultural Resourtcs. 

n.	 Preliminary field reconnaissance surveys indicate that historical and archeological siles are 
present jll areas ofhigh.r elevation on ponions of!'roject 1.I\<!s. However, no construction 
will occur on Or near any known sites. 

b.	 ~""ed on t~e best infonnation available to the Agency no impacted are expected.. 

c.	 No known paleoontological reSouree or vnique geologic feature will be impacted. 

d,	 Based on the best information available to the Agency no impacte(l are expected. 

VI.	 Geology and Soils. 

a.	 The J;'roject as proposed will not expos. people or .ll"tle\tlTosto potential subslantial adverse 
.ffeets resullingfrom eartllquakes, seismic ground shakinll, seismic-reiated ground railure or 
landslides. 

Page .4
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. . 

b.	 No 

c.	 The projectwill notuncovemrexpose any unstable earth conditions •.,dJorunstabJegeologic 
substructllres Dr unit. 

d.	 No, 

e.	 No. 

VJJ.	 fhurds and Dazard(lus M.tenals, 

1"- Tho project will not involve the use ofa~y hazardous subst;tnces. 

D.	 No. 

e.	 No. 

d.	 No. 

e.	 No. 

f.	 No, 

g.	 No. 

h.	 No. 

"m.	 Hydrology and WatEr Quality 

11.. No. 

b.	 This proje"t is designed to enhance local grovndwater supplies by maximi:dng recnargeand 
use ofKem River flood /lows that would,other b~ loss to \lie Kern Countygroundwaterb.sin. 
During recharge periods, the project will ch~ngethe absorption rate and pattcrnallhe project 
where the rechargelregvlation ponds are to b~ built, !>ec.use water will be impounded in 
recharge ponds. Surface runoffpatlems at the site will beslighlly altel'ed dueto construction 
ofthe sh~ Haw ponds. Recovery ofpreviomlyrecharged gr\)undwater will lawergrollndw3rer 
levels but nOlless than p,e-prajettconditions. Over the term ofthe projl1Ct, recovery ofwater 
will nat be nJotetnnn has been rechargea by the project, after .acQunting for recharge losses. 
Therefore, nearby wells wiil nol be impacted by the project, orwill be mitigated to Jess th.n 
significant pursuant to the Kern Fa.n Monitoring Committee. 

e.	 No. 

d,	 Because thea purpase ofthe ProllOS<d project is 10 mnximizcreeh>rll" offload and other Kern 
River water, flooding afthe recharge ponds and lhe mUltipurpose rccreational facility may 
oceur during flood flows on the Kern Rivor. The flOOding will have no impact because 

Page -5r 
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facilit'" are designed for this oporatl<)n and this is expected to occur abaul20% oflhcyears. 

C,	 No. 

f.	 No. 

g.	 No. 

II.	 As has b.,," previously described el,.where in this section, the purpose ofth. proj""t is to 
maximize opportWlilies far benefieial us~ oflCem Fiver waterth.at would otherwise be loss 
to the Kern County groundwater basin. As such, the project proposes to construct facilities 
thatwill liivert, l!11P4'IJ and redirect flood flows. However,ailyimpaCls10 the environment will 
be foss than signifi<:ant. 

i.	 No. 

J.	 No, 

IX.	 Lond Us. alld P\l.nning. 

a	 No 

b,	 The Kern RivcrParkway Plan and EJR were adopted in 19&8 bYlhe City afBakersfield. The 
natural site presently includes 1,400 atresalong the,majC5tic Kern River corridor extending 
from Manor Street on the nonheasr side of the City ofBakel'$tkld to a point one mil. below 
tho Stockdale Hi&hway bridge on the city's western edge. A bike path oneandors alongside,the 
coo,;. ofme Kern River, proViding for l:l miles of uninterrupted scenic activity. The primary 
benefits ofthe Parkway include nODd control, waterrecblU'ge aOd conservation, preservation 
~nd restoration ofnative riparian habit.ts .nd open spac" for greenbelt and I.creational use,. 
The Kem River Parkway is a community project involving actiye, on.going public 
p~.nicipationand has resu It0d in imprQved commullLty lmage and anraclivencss of1h~ t'ditural 
environment; a unique family oriented r~ational arca for all 10enjoy. Majorfearul'esofthe 
Kern River Parkway inc1udc~ I) 320 acres ofprimary riveHhannel; 2) 27S acres of natural 
and riparian land; 3) 160 acres ofn.rur.1 habit" for educational $tuclies~ 4) 2S acre Truxtuo 
Lake Recharge Area; 5) 12 miles o[uninterrupted bike path with 9 rest artas; 6) g miles of 
equestrian [rails; 7)Mu!ti-statio~ ."erciseparcollTS¢; 8)3 professional quality sand volleyball 

courts; 9) 4 pul>l1e parks with group picnic areas. 

c.	 No, See response number IX b, above. 

X.	 Mineral Res,;u rees 

a.	 No. 
b,	 No. 

XL	 Noi,e 



• • 
02/08/2002 15:38 561-872-7141 NICKEL FAMILI' LLC. PAGE 27 

< 

ConsttUelion of new facilities and operation of well drilling equipment wil1lempOrllfily 
increase loeal n(}j~ levels. Operation ofwells in dry years mayc.use noise. However, nois~ 

levels ate expeeted io be no greater th.n existing urbart and agricultural activities and there 
are no noise-sensitive land uses in proximity to the proposed fa.;:ilities that could beaffecred. 

b. Persons living south ofSlOekdale Highway may bc able to here elevated noi•• levels. See"a" 
above 

c. No. 

d. Yes. See answer XI a, above 

e. No. 

f. No. 

XU. Paput"tilln and Housing. 

a. No. 

h. No. 

c. No. 

XlU. Public SerTiee•• 
a. The project as proposed will have nooffect on any public servic.;:, including fir. protection, 

police proleetion, schools, and parks, aod/orother public fa~i1iti ••. 

XIV. RecrE.tion. 

a. The Kern River Parkwayadjacent 10 aml.l Ihe cenlerofthe project and would be completed 
by the project. Sec answer \0 IX b above. 

b. No. 

XV. Transporlatioll and Tr.mc. 

a. There will be .ddHional vehicuillf and truck trofftoon local roads and ~ighw.ys, and on dirt 
roads within Ihe project sile., during construction. How<:ver, the volume of this sfIort4<fm 
traffic is expectoo to be very low and readily accommodated by avail~le capaoity on local 
public roads and highways. 

b. The projecl will not alier existing public road systems or circulation patterns because no . 
pUblic road witl be closed or ,e-aligncd as A r¢sult ofthe project. Construction ofth" p1'ojel;\ 
may increase the number and location of private access roads within the sites. 
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e.	 No. 

d.	 No. 

c.	 No. 

t . No. 

g.	 No. 

XVl.	 Utilities :md Services Sy:;teIlIS. 

a.	 No. 

b.	 No. 

c.	 No. 

d.	 Yes, the project propose" acquisition of the Lowel Kern River right fl-om the pre-1914 La 
Hacienda/Garces right. 

e.	 No. 

f,	 No. 

Yes. 

XVU. Mandatory Finding$ of Sjgnific~nec. 

a.	 The project will nol have an adverSli' cl"fect on environment, substantially reduce the habitat 
ot fish or wildlife popul.tions, threaten w elim;n"e a plant or animal eommunity, or 
adversely impact $ensitive plantsand wildlife, reduce the number or restrict the range ofarare 
orendangered plantoranimal species. This is because the project ll$ proposed will construct, 
oper.te and maintain facilities in existing maint.ined right-<lf-ways, fann land, areas having 
~11 eXIsting Habitat Conservat'oll Plan permini~g the activities andfof areas not eollsidered as 
habitat cor occupied by threatened or endangered species or any sensitive species. 

b.	 The project is designated to achieve long-term enhancement of local water supplies by 
increasing reliability of local supplies in the fiJture. A< such, the long-term el1vironll1entlll 
benefits of I/le project are primary. Project is to b. implemented concurrenl with similar 
ongoing projects by City of Eaken;field, Berre~da Mesa WD, Rosedale Rio-Bravo WSD, 
/;luen" Vista WSD. West Kern W];J and the Kern Water Bank Authority. The proposed 
proj'''. could have cumulative impacts on ground water due to concurrent and overlapping 
impacts ofthesesimilar projects. Pactielpa.tion in the Kern Fan Monitoring C<Jmmittee under 

Page -8
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iho Memorandum o(Under~tanding tllogarding operation and monitoring I)(the Kern Water 
Bank ground water banking programs will oversee rhese projects and recommelld mC",ures 
to mitigate these impacts to less than signifiean!. 

e.	 The project does not have the environmental effeets to potel1tiall)' caUSe substantiveadv<Tse 
effcots on human beings either directly or indirectly. 

Page -9



EXHIBIT A 

KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
 
PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
 

This is prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), I and the 
State CEQA Guidelines, 2. 

NAME OF PROJECT: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program. 

PROPOSED PROJECT LOCATION: The Project is primarily located along the Kern River 
corridor from the projected extension of Haley Street on the east side, to the California 
Aqueduct on the west end, and south and west of Bakersfield in the unincorporated 
portion of the county along the Cross Valley Canal and Arvin-Edison Canal and 
including other local water conveyance facilities. Also, see attached Project location 
maps. 

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT: Summary. Project proposes to provide 
significant water quality, water supply, environmental and community benefits for the 
metropolitan Bakersfield area and a broad range of Kern County water users through 
the coordinated implementation of a number of program components including the: (1) 
acquisition of the Lower Kern River water right (Lower Right), Le., Hacienda/Garces 
pre-1914 water right, including associated Lake Isabella Storage; (2) Purchase of land 
from Castle and Cooke California, Inc., for additional recharge and recovery facilities; 
(3) construction of 12 new water Ag recovery wells and enough Urban wells to achieve 
a maximum flow capacity of 60 cfs; and (4) Construction of water exchange facilities 
and modification of the Pool 1 portion of the Cross Valley Canal. 

Expanded Description. See Initial Study for Proposed Project, attached. 

FINDINGS WHICH SUPPORT NEGATIVE DECLARATION: After making an assessment 
of the possible impacts of the proposed Project and reviewing an Initial Study dated 
July 27,2000, the Board of Directors of the Kern County Water Agency has determined 
that the proposed Project as presented will not have any significant effect on the 
environment, either directly or indirectly. 

INITIAL STUDY: A copy of the Initial Study and environmental checklist prepared by 
Agency staff, dated July 27, 2000, is attached. 



EXHIBIT A
 

MITlOATTON MEASURES: Mitigation measures which have been incorporated Into the 
proposed Project to avoid potentially significant environmental effects are as follows: 

1.	 Throughout the term of the proposed Project, Project water quality, 
groundwater monitoring, and groundwater recharge losses will be 

. consistent with the Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Operation 
and Monitoring of the Kern Water Bank Groundwater Banking Program, 
dated October 26, 1995, and consistent with the Operation and Monitoring 
Procedure for the Pioneer Project, dated May 28, 1998. 

2.	 Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located to 
avoid areas suspected to have hydrocarbon contamination, and to the 
extent practical, not to interfere with oil (crude or refined) or natural gas 
pipelines or other sensitive oilfield areas. 

3.	 Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located to 
minimize potential impacts to the Agency's Cross Valley Canal 

D 
4. A mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program (attached as Exhibit t) 

CONTACT PERSON, TELEPHONE NUMBER: Mr. Thomas N. Clark, General Manager, 
Kern County Water Agency, PO. Box 58, Bakersfield, CA 93302; (661)-634~1400. If 
you require additional information regarding this proposed Project, please contact Mr. 
Kane Totzke, Kern County Water Agency, (661) 634-1468; e-mail: kane@kcwa.com 

~	 q~1-to\J 
Thomas N. Clark, General Manager	 Date 

1. Public Resources Code, Section 2100, et seq. 

2. Title 14, Division 6, California Administrative Code, as amended. 
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EXHIBIT B 

CEQA Notice of Determination 

To: X Office of P~anning and Research From: Kern Counly Water Agency 
"1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 
Sacramento, CA 95814 

PO. eDX 58 
3200 Rio ~J1irada Drive 
Bakersfield, CA 93302 

;<, County Clerk 
County of Kern 
1115 Truxton Ave" 1·~ Floor 
Bakersfield, CA 93301-4639 

Subject.' Fiiing of Notice of Detefmination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21 152 of the Public Resources Code. 

Project Title: Kern River Restoration and Waier Supply Program 

State Clearinghouse Number: SCH #2000081017 
(If submitted to Clearinghouse) 

Lead Agency: Kern County Water Agency 
Contact Person: Thomas N_ Clark, General Manager 
Telephone: (661) 634-1400 

Project Location: See attached Negative Declaration 
(include county) 

Project Description: See attached Negative Dedaration. 

This is to advise that on September 7,2000, the Kern County Water Agency (as lead agency) approved the project (more parHcularly 
described in the attached Negative Declaration) and h;;:ls determined that no additional environmental rev1ew is required. 

An Initial Study and Subsequent Negative Declaration with findings were prepared for the Agency's recent action pursuant to the 
provisions of CEQA Guidelines sections 15070 through 15075 concluding that no additional environmental review is required. The 
recent action will not have any significant effect on the environment. Mitigation measures were made a condition of the Agency's 
recent action on the project A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted in connection with the Agency's recent action 
on this project. 

This is to certify that the Initial StUdy with comments arid responses and record of project approval is avaifabfe to the general public at 
Kern County Water Agency, P.o_ Box 58, 3200 Rio Mirada Drive, Bakers.field, Kern County, CA 93302_ 

Signature, 
~ral
~;ilJrvUc.,-:::::-_--,-c,----,-:--~-:-;-;c;-:----;---

Manager, Kern County Water Agency 

Dale __Ci >J-G_'J _ 

Date received for fmng at OPR: _ 



EXHIBIT C
 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME 

CERTIFICATE OF FEE EXEMPTION 

De Minimis Impact Finding 

Project Title,	 Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program 

Location:	 Kern River Corridor area, from Metropolitan Bakersfield to the 
California Aqueduct, Kern County 

Project Description:	 This project will generate broad local water supply, environmental 
and community benefits, and targeted drinking water quality 
benefits within the metropolitan Bakersfield area. 
The Project consists of the four components, generally described 
below. 

1.	 Acquisition of the Kern River lower water right; 
2.	 Construction of enough urban area wells to achieve a flow capacity of 

about 60 cfs; 
3.	 Construction of water conveyance exchange facilities; 
4.	 Construction and acquisition of local facilities to enhance groundwater 

recharge and recovery opportunities. 

Findings of Exemption: 

1.	 The project consists of water right transfer and minimal construction andlor 
modification of water transfer and exchange facilities. 

2.	 The lead agency has no evidence before it, including the information in the Initial 
Study and comments of appropriate reviewing agencies, to indicate that the 
proposed project could have any potential for adverse effects on fish and wildlife 
resources. 

Certification: 

I hereby certify that the public agency has made the above fmding(s) and that the project will not 
individually or cumulatively have an adverse effect on wildlife resources, as defined in Section 
71.2 of the Fish and Game Codc. 

Date: September 7, 2000 Local Lead Agency: Kern County Water Agency 

-7Sb~

Title: General Manger Manager 



EXHIBIT D
 

MITIGATION, MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM
 

OVERVIEW 

Comments received on the Proposed Negative Declaration regarding the Kern 

River Program higWight a significant feature of the design of the program: the program has been 

designed and will be implemented to comply with all aspects of existing law. Important laws with 

which the project has been designed to comply are the Federal Endangered Species Act, State 

Endangered Species Act, and a variety oflaws and regulations governing water quality and 

impacts on legal users of water. While compliance with such laws and regulations is an integral 

feature of the program, the Agency understands that some entities would prefer a formal 

acknowledgment of intended compliance as a form of mitigation, and appropriate monitoring and 

reporting. Accordingly, the Agency agrees to clarifY the following mitigation measures which are 

part of the program as designed and adopt appropriate monitoring and reporting measures. 

MONITORING & REPORTING FOR DESIGNED MITIGATION ELEMENTS 

1.	 ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Federal and State Endaflgered Species Act 

(a)	 Program Design: 

The program has been designed to avoid any impact on known endangered or 

threatened species, federal or slate, or other species of concern. In the first 

instance, the program has been designed to have an extremely small footprint of 

disrupted land in the construction of facilities. Additionally, the facility 

construction will occur primarily on existing higWy cultivated farmland or higWy 

maintained rights ofway in which it is unlikely that such species or their habitat 

will be encountered. Further, care will be utilized to have such locations examined 

by personnel knowledgeable in the identification of endangered and threatened 



species and their habitat to ensure the avoidance of any impact. In the unlikely 

event that unavoidable impacts are encountered, the Agency will comply fully with 

Federal and State Endangered Species Acts to ensure that such impacts are 

mitigated to insignificance 

In summary, the Agency commits to full compliance with both Federal and State 

Endangered Species Act requirements. While no impact on such species is 

contemplated due to the design of the program, any unexpected impacts will be 

handled in full compliance with federal and state law. 

(b)	 Monitoring & Reporting: 

The General Manager is hereby directed to provide knowledgeable staff assistance, 

and consultants where required, to monitor the progress of construction and 

implementation to ensure compliance with federal and state endangered species 

laws and regulations. 

(1)	 During the construction phase of the program, the General Manager shall 

report to the Board on a quarterly basis regarding the following: 

(i)	 The identification, if any, of any potentially impacted federal or 

state threatened or endangered species. 

(ii)	 Specification of all measures taken to avoid any impact on such 

species or on the habitat of such species. 

(iii)	 Where impact proves to be unavoidable, whether a project 

component was abandoned or whether sufficient mitigation 

measures were utilized to reduce the level of impact to 

insignificance. 

(2)	 After construction, the General Manager shall include in annual reports to 

the Board the following: 

(i)	 Whether any potential significant impacts on federal or state 

endangered or threatened species have been identified, and 

(ii)	 What measures have been taken to reduce such potential impacts to 



insignificance 

2.	 ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Injury to Rights of Legal Users of Water
 

and Facilities
 

(a)	 Program Design: 

The program is designed to ensure that all water and facilities utilized by the 

program are obtained with full protection of the rights of existing legal users. Full 

compensation will be provided by the Agency where such rights oflegal users of 

water or facilities are impaired, and absent such compensation such rights oflegal 

users will not be impaired. This extends to the legal users of ground water as the 

program has been designed to avoid significant impact on such users. In the event 

of disputes regarding the existence of such impacts, the Agency will submit such 

disputes to the previously established Kern Fan Monitoring Committee for 

handling under established rules. 

(b)	 Monitoring and Reporting: 

The General Manager shall include in an annual report to the Board a report on the 

following items of concern: 

(I)	 The alleged occurrence of any impact on the rights oflegalusers of water 

or facilities, including any alleged impacts on groundwater; 

(2)	 The measures utilized to investigate such alleged impacts; 

(3)	 The results of such investigation; 

(4)	 The meaSures utilized to avoid impacts to such rights oflegalusers, or the 

meaSures utilized to reduce such impacts to insignificance. 

3.	 ADOPTED MITIGAnON ELEMENT: Water Quality 

(a)	 Program Design: 

The program is designed to avoid any potential adverse impacts On water quality. 

Utilization of the water rights acquired under the program will not significantly 

differ in water quality impacts fmm the existing uses of such water. The intent of 



the program is to secure the benefits of Kern River water quality for drinking 

water quality and Kern County. The program will be operated to avoid signilicant 

adverse impact on the water quality available to any legal user of water. 

(b)	 Monitorillg and Reporting: 

The General Manager shall include in an annual report to the Board ofDirectors 

the following items: 

(1)	 A statement regarding the water quality status of the program during the 

pnor year; 

(2)	 An identification of all problem areas encountered, if any, and the measures 

taken to avoid any significant adverse impact on the water quality of any 

legal user of water. 

GENERAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

The annual report referred to herein shall be prepared under the direction of the 

General Manager and a registered engineer of the State of California, in consultation with 

individual(s) knowledgeable in the identification of endangered or threatened species and their 

habitats. The report may incltIde additional operational, and economic data of interest to the 

community, but at a minimum shall contain the information specified above as required elements 

of the report. 
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August 29, 20{)() 

Mr. Rob Quiring, District Manager
 
Kern Mosquito and Vector Control District
 
,n05 Allen Road
 
Bakersfield, CA 93312
 

RE:	 Response to letter regarding CEQA compliance for the Kern River 
Restoration and Water Suprly Program 

Dear Mr. Quiring: 

Thank you for your letter daled August 3, 2000 respondeng to the Kern County 
Water Agency's (Agency) lnitial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for ti,e 
Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program (Program). The Agency has 
reviewed your concerns expressed ill the letter and outlined below is the Agency"'s 
response 

Under the Program, two (2) recharge ponds (10 acre and 5 acre) are proposed for 
construction, both located just east of Allen Road and near lhe Kern River Stockdale 
Highway bridge. A proposed 40 acre 10 50 acre Soccer field to be constructed may 
he used for groundv,.'ater recharge in the wettest years on the Kern River. This. 
rroposed field is also located east of Allen Road and north of the Kern River near 
the Stockdale bridge. The recharge ronds will be operated very similar to the 
Truxtun Lake recharge ponds owned by the City of Bakersfield, whech we 
understand have not created a mosquito COncern 10 the surrounding communit)-'. The 
Soccer field will rrobably be operated by the Norlll oflhe River Parks and 
Reereation Distrlct llnder an aUCl.ngcrnent with the City of Bakersfield. The 1wo 
recharge ponds may be Jointly managed by the Agency's Improvement District No.4 
and the Cily ofUakcrsfield's \Vater Resources Department. The recharge ponds and 
SDc-ccr fleld are rlanned as part of a community park onder a residential and 
commercial development proposed b:y Castle and Cooke Californl~1, Inc. 

As \\'lth other eXIsting recharge basins under tile Agency~s cOlllrol, we do not 
an(lcipatc any concerns with mosquitoes, however, \ve will comply with allY 
applicable regulations an.d cooperate with your District to address allY concerns. you 
may have, should any arise at some future time. Please- contact Kane Totzke at (66 i) 

634-1468 with any questions regarding this matter. 

:e:~ 
Tom Clark 
Generall\-1anger 
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MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT 
D1STRICT OFFICE 

4705 ALLEN RD. BAKERSFIELD, CAUFORNlA 93312 

PH: (661) 589-2744 FAX: (661) 589-4913 EMAIL: kmvcd@lightsp€led.ti€t 

RECEIV~D 
Tt,CE:\'1o e ~ RBI~August 3, 2000 JFS l--"J oWM 0 

Tom Clark, General Manager 
Kern County Water Agency 
P.O. Box 58 
Bakersfield, California 

~~~~ AUG 16 2000 ~~~8 
lWFCJ SMRD 
__ 0 r' ALLD 

Kern County Wat~~gency 

93302-0058 

RE; Kern River Restoration & Water Supply Project 

Tom: 

The District has several comments in regard to the recharge basins 
that would be constructed as part of this proposed project. 

During years when groundwater recharge operations were being 
conducted, l.t would not be feasible to treat these basins by 
aircraft if they produced mosquitoes because of the proximity of 
residential areas and heavily-traveled roads (i.e Stockdale, Buena 
Vista, Allen). During the last couple of years when performing 
mosquito control operations, the District's airplane pilot has 
encountered increasing numbers of joggers, bikers, horseback 
riders, etc. in the "2800" and the other recharge areas west of 
Allen Road. These new basins will, also, attract similar 
attention by the pUblic. 

Ideally, vegetation in the basins would be managed in a manner that 
would allow the control of the aquatic stage of mosquitoes through 
the use of mosquitofish. Due to the size of these basins, 
treatment by ground rigs spraying around the perimeter would be 
ineffective. The use of insecticides in areas frequented by the 
public is a real challenge these days due to the increasingly 
negative reaction by people to pesticide usage in general. 

Hopefully, 
basins are 

these concerns will be considered by the Agency when the 
constructed. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Rob Quiring 

District Manager 

mailto:kmvcd@lightsp�led.ti�t
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Ms_ Susan Jones 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
2800Cottage Way_ W-2605 
Sacramento. CA 95825 

RE:	 Response to letter n..'garding CEQ,A compliance for the Kem River 
ReSloration and \Vater Supply Program 

Dear Ms. Jones: 

Thank yOll for your letler daled August 21,2000 responding 10 the Kern County 
Water Agency's (Agency) Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for the 
Kern River Restoration and \-Vater Supply Program (Program). Vo.'e c{JTlcur with the 
US. Fish and Wildlife Service's (Service) statement that the Program as proposed 
\\'ill provide ellvironmelltal benefits to the local environment: the Agency believes 
the Program is an opportunity to seCure cllVlrOI1T11ental local benefits along the Kern 
River cDrridor for \vildlife and th<: community of Bakersfield. 

In response to the Service's concern regarding participation in the Metropolitan 
Bakersfield IlabJlat Conservation Plan (HCP), the Agency plans to comply with any 
regulations including those requiring ~1(1I1icipalion in payment of habitat manageilltlit 
fees, where applicable. V/e note however tbat,the Program fa.dlitles proposed for 
modification and/or CUllstruction taking pl<lce within the Metropolitan Bakersfield 
Hep are proje:cts less than ten (10) acres in size undertaken for strictly plIb! ic 
purposes <md therefore exempt from the Habitat Management fees, pursuant to the 

City of Bakcrsfield Ordinance 3556. 

Other Program facilities, as described in the Initial Study and proposed Negative 
Declaration may occur 011 active farmland o\..... ned by the Agencj'o all well ma;nlained 
right-of-wa:vs o\Ytled by the Agency or other local water districts_ These proposed 
facilitit:s \II.-ill have <l very small footprint o[perll18nently disturbed land, e.g., less 
t!Jan 1/ 10th of an :1cre disturbance per \vell site, in areas devoid of species subject to 
the Federal Endangered Species Act. Furthermore, since flO take of threatened Or 

endangered species will occur due to construction of facilities on farmland, f-JlIo\\' 
land, grazing land or natural land, the Agency be lJeves no LDcidental take permit or 
compensation is required for the Program. The Agency will, of course, comply with 
the regulations if avoidance of impacts is not feasible. 

Mailing-Address: 
P.O. Box 58 

Bakmfidd, CA 93302-0058 
Phone 661/634-1400 

Fax, 6611634-1428 



Ms Susan Jones 
U.S. Fis.h and V'-:ildlifc Ser\,ic~
 

August 29, :WOO
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The Agency hopes this letter resolves any concerns you may have with the Program. Again, we believe 
the overall Program will secure significant water quality~ water supply, environmEntal and community 
benefits to the citizens of the greater Bakersfield area. The Program will also complement and 
supplement the existing the Kern River Parkway Plan adopted by the Cit)' of Bakersfield in 1988 through 
cooperative waler exchanges and groundwater recovery to keep the Kern River wet through the center of 
Bakersfield during the peak recreational months ofl\1ay through September- Please cuntact Kane Totzke 
at (66]) 634-1468 v,:ith any questions regarding this rnantr. 

~ 
Tom Clark
 
General Manager
 

D:\WPDOCS\AuZO[}\t1sfws respon>;e - jts commc.nts.wpd 
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IN REPLY REFER. TO 
- Kern County Waler Agency 

1-1-OO-TA-2553 ~ 

August 14, 2000 

Mr. Thomas N. Clark. General Manager 
Kern County Water Agency 
1'.0, Box58 
Bakersfield, California 93302-0058 

Subject: California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Compliance for the Kern 
River Restoration and Water Supply Program, Kern County, California 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

This is in response to your July 27, 2000, letter concerning the Initial Study and Proposed Draft 
Negative Declaration for the Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program in Kern County, 
California, We understand from the materials enelosed with your letter that some oCthe property 
proposed for development is inside, and some is outside the boundaries of the Metropolitan 
Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). We appreciate your efforts to provide water in the 
river channel for a greater part ofthe year, and we agree that this will enhance riparian vegetation 
and could provide habitat for some protected species in an area wherc they historically occurred, 
such as the least Bell's virco (Vireo be/Iii pusillus) and southwestcm willow flycatcher 
(Empidonax traillii eXlimus). 

1 
,We expect that somc parts ofthe project will occur within the boundaries oftlW, Metropolitan 
Bakersfield HCP, and that fees will be paid into the habitat compensation fun<y We think this 
should be mentioned in the Negative Declaration, as it is a mitigation undcr CEQA for effects on 
protected species, We arc concemed about the effects of portions of the project outside the 
Metropolitan Bakersfield HCP On San Joaquin kit foxes (Vulpes macrotis mUlica), Tipton 
kangaroo rats (Dipodomys nilratoides nitraloides), and blunt-nosed leopard lizards (Gambelia 
sUus), which are protected under the Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act). 
The map of the projcct mentions potential agricultural and urban area well sites, and installation 
of recharge ponds on an 80-acre parcel now belonging to Castle and Cooke. Kit fox are known 
to forage on, and disperse across natural land, fallow land, farmland in row crops, and grazing 

"2-~13nd: Any construction of stmctures on farmland, fallow land, grazing land, or natural land likely 
will require compensation under the Act. No indication is given of the present land uses and 
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project footprints for portjons of tbe project outside the MB Her, so we cannot provide an 
adequate evaluation at this time. 

Section 9 of the Act and its implementing regulations prOhibit the "take" of federally listed fish 
and wildlife species. Take is defined by the Act as "to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, 
kill, trap, capture, or collect" any listed wildlife species. "Harm" in this definition includes 
significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or injures wildlife, by 
significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding, or sheltering 
(50 CFR § 17.3). 

:	 Take incidental to an otherwise lawful activity may be authorized by one of two procedures. If a 
Federal agency is involved 'With the pemlitting, funding, or carrying out of the project, then 
initiation offornlal consulta6onbetween that agency and the Service pursuant to section 7 of the 
Act is required if it is determined that the proposed project will adversely affect a listed species. 
Such a consultation would result in a biological opinion that addresses the anticipated effects of 
the project to the listed species and may authorize a limited level of incidental take~ If a Federal 
agency is not involved with the project, and a listed species may be taken as a result of the 
project, then an incidental take permit pursuant to section 1O(a)(1 )(B) of the Act should be 
obtained. The Service may issue a pennit upon completion of a satisfactory HCP for the listed 
species that would be subject to take as a result of the project. Applicants approved by the 
Service and the California Department ofFish and Game, as applicable, may satisty the Act by 
buying credits and obtaining incidental take authority through the Kern Water Bank HCP and 
Master Permit. 

While the Metropolitan Bakersfield Hcr is not applicable to portions of the project outside its 
borders, it sets a precedent in Kern County for providing endangered species compensation for 
conversion offarmland to buildings and other structures. For exanlple, we worked with the Kern 
County Planning Department in the development of the compensation measures that were 
required for the Rio Bravo Tomato Company plant, which was sited on row crop farmland. 

We appreciate you contacting us about your proposed project. We would appreciate receiving 
more detailed infomlation about the project concerning proposed construction locations and 
footprints, related access roads if any, and schedule. Thank you for your interest in conserving 
threatened and endangered species. Please contact Susan Jones or Peter Cross at (916) 414-6600 
ifyou have any questions about this letter. 

Sincerely, 

t:~t~ 
Chief, Endangered Species Division 



3 Mr, Thomas N. Clark 

ee:	 Andy Gordus, CDFG, Fresno. California 
Steve Strait, Kern County P!mming Department 
Cheryl Harding, Kern Water Bank Authority 
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California Regional Water Quality Control Board r~~.:c~:~~,;!} 
(f~."' . ".JCentral Valley Region '\ ... ,. ~:. if 
~.(,~..}-/

Steven T. Uutler. Chair 
t, Hickox Gray D:wi.$ 
IryJm Frl'snv Brandl Offite (yovcnwr 

~ollmC'f1J(Ij Intemcl Addres,. llttr-li",w\''',!iwrd,c<l,gl)v(~rwqcoS 
')lr;CllOlr J111.:1 EB..-<;tA~fdafl AVeI1Lll;, Fresno, CallfGrmJ 93726 

Phone (559; 445-51 iG' F.4X (559) -'H5-S91O 

RECEIVED 
~ 

TNCO ~~Ie Thomas N. Clark, Genera! Manager DWMD 23 August 2000
J~ 2-~;J..-! JWpD:ern County Waler Agency 
JMB G" AU ';2 5 2DOO SHflD 

P. 0. Box 58 GLaD l 3MRO >:'c:
 
.akersfield, CA 93302-0058 LWF§ ALL 0 /G.---,SL
 

Kr .... I ::Kern County Waler Agency 

SCIl # 2000081017, KERN RIVER RESTORATION AND WATER SUPPL Y PROJECT, KERN COUNTY 

./e have reviewed the Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration to provide groundwater and surface water 
augmerrtations to the Kern River as it flows through the City of Bakersfield. The augmentations will occur 

uring the summer months and be used for recreation. V.le understand that the project will involve construc6on 

'-.If new agricultural and urban wells, modification of ex.isting water exchange facilities and, possibly) construction 
of an inttrconnection -in the area of the Kern River. 

ii- more than five acres will be dlsturbcd, the construction activities will be subject to regulation under the 
General Construction Activity Storm Water Permit, State Water Resources Control Board Order No. 99-08

IWQ, National Pollutant Discharge Elimirra(;on System, General Permit No. CA000002 (general pennit). A 
copy of tbe permit is enclosed. Before construction begins, a Notice of Totent to comply with the permit must be 
"'ubm[tted to the State V.,later Resources Control Board at the addre.ss indicated in the permit, and a Storm Water 

ollution Preventiorr Plan must be prepared. Further information regarding the storm waler program is available 
at the State Board web site at: hup:l/V/WvLlj\Vrcb_ca_gov Or you may call Janna Bennett at (559) 445-6046. 

: the construction activities wLll involve tbe discharge of dredged or fill material into navigable v.'atcrs or 

wetlands, a perm it pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Acl may be needed from the US Anny Corps of 

".ngineers. For more infonnation, please call Kathy Norton with the US Army Corps of Engineers at 

fl6) 557-5260. 

Tf a pcmlit is needed [rom the US Army Corps of Engineers, certificatron of conformance \'vith water quality 
(andards pursuant to Section 40 I of lhe Clean Water Act will be needed. Enclosed is a summary of infonnation 

that we would need to consider a request for ,vater quality certification. 

fyou have any questions, please call BeHy Yee of tit is office at (559) 445-5128. 

LONNIE M. W ASS 
;cn ior Engineer 
~CE No. 38917 

~ncIosure 

California Environmental Protection Agellcy 

.a Recycled Paper 
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September 5, 2000 

Tom Clark, General Manager
 
Kern County Water Agency
 
P.O. Box 58
 
Bakersfield CA 93302-0058
 

Re: Initial Study - Kern River Restoration md Water Supply Program 

Dear Mr. ClarL 

Thank you for the opporlulUty to review the Initial Study for this project. The Planning Department 
has no commentson this phase of the PNject. Ifyou haY<: any questions, please call Steve Strait at 
(661) &62-8643. 

Very truly yours, 

TED JAMES, AICP, Director
 
Kern County Planning Department
 

by Steve Strait, Associate Planner 

mailto:rb~@co-k",r.l
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abandonment will be reviewed at that time If the well cannot be identified, remedial 
operations may be required. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the initial study and proposed 
negative declaration Jf you have questions, or require technical assistance or 
information, please contact Jack Truschel at the Bakersfield district office: 4800 
StOckdale Highway. Suite 417, Bakersfield, CA 93309; or. phone (661) 322-4031. You 
may also call me at (916) 445-8733. 

cc:	 Jack Truschel 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources. Bal<ersfleld 

Lincla Campion
 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, Sacramento
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ROBERT E. BAKER 

September 6, 2000 

Board of Directors 
Kern County Water Agency 
P. O. Box 58 
Bakersfield, CA 93302-0058 

J. PAUL HC:;'NDRIX
 
G<:;NIol: .......r_ l"l"'N"Go~H
 

WILLiAM c. K.UI-lS 
t;OUrHllCL. 

Re:	 Funding for Kern River Restoration Project, Purchase of 
Lower River Rights and Associated Activities 

Dear Sirs and Madam: 

Further to the policy meeting of Tuesday, August 29, 2000, and the Belridge 
Water Storage District (BWSD) Board meeting held on September 5, 2000, r 
am writing to you on behalf of the Belridge Board of Directors. 

We appreciate the recent efforts of the Kern County Water Agency (RCWA) 
staff to explain the project as it develops, and acknowledge that this is still an 
evolving program. While we support the general direction of the Agency in 
this instance, "and in deed applaud the efforts of Agency staff which made 
such a project possible, we ask that during the finalization of the project that 
staff attempt to assure that the BWSD is no worSe off in its access to banking 
operations or water than it was prior to the acquisition ofthe Lower River 
Rights by the KCWA. 

We would also like to point out that currently BWSD has no opportunity to 
bank high flow river water in times of plenty, in order to withdraw such 
water during times of shortage. We would very much like to have access to 
some of this water. 

While we know that there have been questions raised as to the equity of the 
distribution of the monies which, we understand, were originally intended to 
compensate for shortages on the State Water Project, we are sure that the 
KCWA Directors and staffwill strive to be fair to all. We would hope, 
however, the substantial benefits that accrue to the City of Bakersfield from 
the project will lead to the City becoming further involved in water matters 
within the County. We believe that both the County and the City have 

TEL.~I'HON£ (1IS~1) '762-7316'BAKf:A:S~II!LD.CALtpoR:to1lA. 9.:3302._'$ DB,paS'1' OFFiCE BOX 1087" FA)!: (oSGI) 762·7;223 
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suffered from the absence of the City on many of the discussions regarding 
water and how it effects the future of the County, HopefulJy this will now 
change. 

Please let us know if there are any questions On any of the above. 

Sincer"ly, 

William D. Phillimore 
President 

WDP/et 
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GOVERNOR S OFFICE OF 

Planning and'Rgearch
 
1400 Tenth Street • Sacramento, California 95814 • 916-+f5-o613 

FACSIMILE TRANSMITTAL 

Date: 0- 1- 00 

Facsimile phone number: "~!{z.3q-({j;;{:5 

To: _Dc:A:n(?_ -rD12J<-e 

State Clearinghouse Fax: 916-323-3018 
Number of pages 

(induding cover page) 

[£]
 
If you do not receive all the pages of this facsimile, please contact: 



ST.\TE 01' CALIfORNIA 

Governor's Office of Planning and Research 

State Clearinghouse 
Gray Davis Steve ;.Jissen 

GOVERNOR ACTlNG maECTor. 

September 6. 2000 

Kane Totzke 
Kern County V\fatcr Agency 

P.O. Box 58 
3200 Rio Mirada Drivo 
Bakersfiel~ CA 93308 

Subject: Kern River Restoration and VvTater Supply Program 
SC1l#: 2000081017 

Dear Kane Totzke: 

The State Clearinghouse submitted the above named Negative Declaration to selected state agencies for 
review. On the enclosed Docume.nt Details Report please note that the Clearinghouse has listed the st31e 
.agencies that reviewed your document. The review period closed on September 5, 2000, and the comments 
from the responding agency (ies) is (are) enclosed. If this comment package is not in order. please notify 
the State Clearinghouse inunediately. Please refer to the project's ten-digit Stare Cle<Uinghouscnumber in 
future correspondence so that we may respondpromptly. 

!'lease note that Section 211 04(e) of the California Pnblic Resources Code states that: 

"A responsible or other public agency shall only make substantive conlII1ents'regardlng those 
activities involved in a project which are withiu an area of expertise of the agency or which are 
required to be carried out or approved by the agency_ Those comments shall be supported by 

specific documentation." 

These comments are forwarded for use in preparing yow fma] environmental docuwenL Sbould you need 
more information or clarification of the enclosed comments. we reCQmm~nd that you contact the 
commenting agency dircctl~1-

This letter acbtowledges that you have complied with the Stale Clearinghouse review reqlliremen~ for draft 
cnvirOIlIheutal documents, pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act. Please contact !:he State 
Clearinghouse at (916) 445-0613 if you have any questions regarding the envllonrnental review pmcess. 

Sincerely, 

TCrry~~
 
Senior Planner, State Clearinghouse 

Enclosures 
0:':: Resources Agency 

r~oo TENTH STREET r.o. BOX l04' SACL\.MENTO. CAUFORNlh 95812-3044 

916--4'15-0613 FAX 916-J23-JOI8 \1-'WW.QPK.CA.GOV/CLEARINGHOUSE.HTML 
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Document Detafls Report 
Stahl Clearinghouse Data Base 

'j;49/NO. 4862620C)(J7 P j 

SCH# 
Project TItle 

LeadAgency 

2000081017 
Kem River RestofatlcHl arid V\iater Supply Program 
Kern County Water Agency 

Type Nag Ne.93live Declaration 

Description Acquisition of Kom Rive( lower right, modification and construction of water conveyance, reCh8-rg8 Clnd 

recovery faciHtics. 

Lead Agency Contact 
Name Kane Totzke 

Agency Kern CotJnty Water Agency 
Phone 661-634"1468 Fax 
email 

Address p.o Box 56 
3200 Rio Mirada Drive 

City Bakersfteld Slate CA Zip 93308 

Project Location 
County Kern 

City Bakersfield 
Region 

Cross Streets Buena Vista Road 
Parcel No. 
Township 30 Range 26/25 Section all Base MDB&M 

Proximity to: 
Highways Stockdale HlghW<lY 

Altports 

Railways 
WatefW"3ys Kem River 

Schools 
Land Use Agricultural 

Project IsSues 

Reviewing Resources Agency; Department Of ConsefVation; Department 01 Fistl and Game. Region 4; Office of 
Agencies Historic Preservation; Department of Parks and Recreation; Reclamation BDard; Department of Water 

Resources; Caltrans, Distlict 6; Department of Health Services; State Water Resources Control Board, 

Division of Wa1er Rights; Rt!gional Waler QU3.lity Control 3d., R~giDn 5 (Fre~nQ1; NaUve AmeriC;;Jn 

Heritage Commission; State Lands Commission 

Date Received 0810712000 Start ofReview 0810712000 End ofReview 0910512000 

Note: Blanks in data fields result from tnsLJfficient rnformatJon provided by lead aQencv. 
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State of California 

MEMORANDUM 

The Resources Agency 

To: Project Coordinator 
Resources Agency 

C'-S 

Date: August 31, 2000 

(~fO 
Mr. Thomas N. Clark, General Manager 
Kern County Water Agency 
PO. Box 58 
Bakersfield, CA 93302-0058 

From'	 Department of Conservation 
Office of Govemm~ntaland Environmental Relations 

f5) IE «; IE ~ 'W IE fRI 
lffil SEe 1'" I[!J) 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE 
Subject:	 Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for the Kern River 

Restoration and Water Supply Program, Kem Couoty - SCH #/2000081017 

The Department of Conservation's Division of Oil, Gas 3nd Geothermal 
Resources (Division) has reviewed the initial study for the referenced project The 
Division supervises the drilling, maintenance, and plugging aM abandonment of oil, 
gas and geothermal wells in California. We offer the following comments for your 
consideration. 

The proposed project area encompasses all, or a portion of the following oil 
fields: Bellevue, Canal, Canfield Ranch, Fruitvale, Kern River, McClung, North Coles 
Levee, Strand, Stockdale and Ten SectiOn. There are rtumerous plugged and 
abandoned, producing and injection wells within or in proximity to the se fields. 
Proposed project construction includes water wells, water quality eXchange facjJities, 
and facilities to enhance grounOWater recharge and recovery. The project also 
proposes mitigation measures such as avoiding areas suspected to have hydrocarbon 
contamination and, where practical. avoiding interf8rence with p,:.\(oleum pipelines and 
oilfield areas 

In support of these proposed mitigation measures, the Division recommends that 
the proposed construction projects be plotted accurately on the appropriate Division 
maps, and submitted to the Division's Bakersfield office for review. Upon receipt of the 
maps, the Division will provide locations of the affected wells. Also based on our 
review of the maps, the Division will convey information to the applicant on any 
applicable well work requirements. In addition. the Division requests thaI these oilfield 
wells be plotted accurately On all future maps related to this project, and thaI a legible 
copy of the final project map be submitted 10 the Division's Bakersfield office. 

Finally, the Division district office in Bakersfield must be notified if excavation 
uncovers a previously plugged and abandoned welt If the well can be identified, its 
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abandonment will be reviewed at that time tf the well cannot be identir,ed, remedial 
operations may be required. 

Thank you for the opportunity to comment on the initial study and proposed 
negative declaration. If you have questions, or require technical assistance or 
lr'lformation, please contact Jacl< Trusenel at the 8akersfield district office: 4800 
Stockdale Highway. Suite 417, Bakersfield, CA 93309; or, phone (661) 322-4031. YOu 

may also call me at (916) 445-8733. 

cc Jack Truschel 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, Bakersfield 

Linda Campion 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, Sacramento 
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Geaeral CourLSel
 

(;\;,"/K'L-"Tll River I'rogwm 

September 7, 2000 

Mr. Jack Truschel 
DivisIon of Oil, Ga.s, and Geothermal Resources 
4800 Stockdale Highway, Suite 417 
Bakersfield, CA 93309 

RE:	 Response to letter regarding CEQA compliance for the Kern River Restoration 
and Water Supply Program 

Dear Me Truchel: 

'f1,ank you for your letter dated August 31,2000 responding to the Kern County Water 
Agency's (Agency) In.itial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for the Kern River 
Restoration and Water Supply Program (Program). The Agency has revlewed your 
eoncerns expressed m the letter and outlined below is the Agency's response. 

UndEr the Program, up to 24 water production wells, several recharge area.s and 
modifications to existing canal systems are proposed for construction. Site assessments 
will be made prior to construction to identif)' oil and gas wens. As part of the site 
assessments, the project facilities win be plotted on Division of Oil and Ga.s maps and 
submitted to you for review. 

The Agency will also noti!)' your office if the proposed Program acti,~ties uncover a 
previously plugged and abandoned oil or gas well. The Agency "in comply ,,~th any 
other applicable regulations and cooperate ,vith your District to address concerns you may 
have, should any arise atsomc futufC time Pl=e contact Rick Iger at 661/634-1469 
with any questions regarding this matter. 

Tom Clark 
General Manger 

MailingAddre::;:s; 
p.o. Bod8 

,ke"field, CA 93302·0058 
Pho"e 661/634· 1400 

Fa,,, 661/634· 1428 
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Peter Frick 
D~v1.sion3 

Mi-chael Radorl
 
Division 4
 

Adrienne). Mathews
 

Div~~ion 5
 

Henry C Gamett
 
Vice:: Prc:sidcm
 

Division 6
 

Gene A. Lundquist
 
Division 7
 

ThomasN. Clark 
Gennal Mamger 

Jolm F. SlOVan 
General Counsel 

SEAL: 

SECRETARY'S CERTiFICATE 

i, Pam Bosworth, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Kern 

County Water Agency, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true 

and correct copy of Resolution No. 56-00 duly passed and adopted by 

said Board of Directors at an official meeting of the Board held on the 

24th day of August 2000, by the following vote: 

AYES: Garnett, Frick, Radon, Lundquist, Rogers & 

·Mathews 

NOES: None 

ABSENT: NOfle 

Secretary of the Board of Directors 
of the Kerr> COUflty Water Agency 

M-aihng Address:
 
P.O. Box 58
 

Bakmfidd, CA 93302·0058
 
Phon" 661/634·1400
 

F3X' 661/634-1428
 



BEFORE THE IlOARD or DIRECTORS
 

01' THE
 

KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
 

In the matter of: 
ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSITION 13 
GRANT FOR THE KERN RIVER 
RESTORATION PROJECT, AUTIIORlZATION 
OF PRESIDENT TO EXECUTE AGREEMENT, 
DESIGNAnON OF PROJECT DIRECTOR FOR 
ADMINISTRAnON AND DWR LIAISON, AND 
APPROVAL OF BUDGET, TIMELINE AND INVOICE 
________________1 

I, PAMELA BOSWORTH, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Kern County Water 

Agency, of the County of Kern, State of California, do hereby certify that the following resolution 

proposed by Director _--'F--'r--'i--'c--'k'---_~ and seconded by Director _----'R--'a--'d"'o.:..:n , was duly passed 

and adopted by said Board Gf Directors at an official meeting hereof this 24 thday of Au gu s t 

1998 by the following vote, to-wit: 

Ayes: Garnett, Frick, Radon, Lundquist, Rogers &Mathews 

NoneNoes: 

Absent: Starrh 

etary of the Board of Directors 
of the Kern County Water Agency 

Resolution No. 56-00 

WHEREAS, the Governor's Budget Act for 2000, Chapter 52, Statutes of 2000 appropriated to 

the Department ofWater Resources grant funds by budget item 3860-01-6027 for the Interim Water Supply 

and Water Quality Infrastructure and Management Subaccount to fund among other things the Kern River 

Restoration Project specified herein; 



WHEREAS. DWl{ has propose<! entry into an agreement with the Agency as demonstrated in 

attached Exhihit A to govern the gram and Agency acceptance thereof ;Jlong with certain terms and 

conditions; 

WHEREAS, the Agency is prepared to continue implementation of the project and has established 

a separate" Proposition 13 Fund" to allow for appropriate accounting of all income and expenditures of 

the proj ect; and 

WHEREAS, the General Manager has selected an Agency Executive Manager as Project Director. 

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Kern COllnty Water 

Agency that 

I. The foregoing recitals are found to be true and correct; 

2. The Agency hereby accepts the offercJ $23 million dollar grant from the Department of Water 

Resources for the purposes of the project, and authorizes President Fred Stanh to enter into the 

Department of Water Resources proposed agreement attached as Exhibit A, subject to the approval of 

General Counsel as to form. 

3. Assistant General Manager James M. Beck is designatcJ as the Project Director to be the 

Agency's representative for the admiuistration of the project and liaison with DWR for submission of 

required documents. 

4. The proposed budget for the project attached as Exhibit B, and the proposed timeline for 

project development (conditioned upon CEQA compliance) attachcJ as Exhibit C are hereby approved. 

5. The Controller is directed to invoice the Department of Waler Resources for the $23 million 

grant in accordance with the terms of the agreement, with the funds to be deposited in the Proposition 13 

Fund and to maintain appropriate accounting for such funds in accordance with Generally Accepted 

Accounting Practices and the agreement. 

-2



EXHIBIT A 

Advance Copy
 
Information Only
 

Mr. Fred L. Starrh, PresIdent 
Board of Directors 
Kern County Water Agency 
Post Office Box 58 
Bakersfield, California 93302-0058 

Interim Water Supply Construction Grant Commltment-
Safe Drinking Water. Clean Water, Watershed Protection and 
Flood Protection Act (Proposition 13, Chapter 9. Article 4) 

Dear Mr. Starrh: 

The Governod Budget Act for 2000. Chapter 52. Statutes of 2000, 
appropriated to the Department of Water Resources local assistance grant funds 
in the amount of $161.544.000 by budget item 3860-01·6027, payable from the 
Interim Water Supply and Water Quality Infrastructure and Management 
Subaccount. The Kern County Water Agency's Kern River Restoration Project 
has been selected for funding from this appropriation. This letter agreement 
serves as our commitment of $23 million this project. 

This letter sets forth the terms and conditions under which the transfer of 
funds will be made from DWR to KCWA. Before the funds can be transferred 
your agency must complete the following: 

•	 Submillo DWR a formally adopted resolution of your governing body, 
accepting the grant, designating a representative to sign this letter 
agreement. and designating a Project Director to be your agencyOs 
representative for the administration of the project and iiaison with DWR 
for submission of required documents. 

•	 Sign and date both originals of this agreement and return one signed 
original to: 

Division of Planning & Local Assistance
 
Department of Water Resources
 
Post Office Box 942836
 
Sacramento, California 94236-0001
 
Attention: Linda Buchanan Herzberg
 

•	 Provide to DWR a copy of all m3JIlor3rida of understanding or o~her 
cooperativE} a.gree~:n~s ~een your agency and all other partiCipating 
agencies for the pr0!7 -j;) N (\ 
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•	 Provide to DWR an itemized budget projection of project costs and an 
invoice, on your letterhead, stating the purpose of the funds as outlined in 
this letter, 

•	 Provide to DWR a detailed description of the proposed project, including a 
narrative description that details the project's purpose and defines the 
project scope, Include with your description a detailed list of project 
components to be funded by this grant and a time line for completion with 
major benchmarks noted. In addition, attach a map indicating the project 
location, 

By signature of this letter agreement the Kem County Water Agency 
agrees to comply with the following terms and conditions for completion of your 
project: 

1.	 Your agency agrees to faithfully and expeditiously perform cir cause to be 
performed all project work, to apply State funds received only to eligible 
projeel costs and to expeditiously commence and to continue efficient and 
economical operation of the project in accordance with applicable law. You 
further agree to provide for all repairs, renewals, and replacements 
necessary to the efficient operation of the project; and to maintain in as 
good and efficient condition as upon its construction, ordinary and 
reasonable wear and depreciation excepted. 

2, Your agency, its contractors, subcontractors, and their respective agents and 
employees required for performing any work in connection with the project 
shall act in an independent capaCity and not as officers, employees or 
agents of the State. 

3.	 Your agency is solely responsible for design. construction, operation and 
maintenance of the project 

4.	 Your agency shall be responsible for obtaining any and all permits, licenses 
and approvals required for the design, construction or operation of the 
projoct. You shall also be responsible for observing and complying with any 
applicable federal. state and local laws, rules or regulations affecting such 
work, specifically including, but not limited to. environmental, procurement 
and safety laws, rules, regulations and ordinances. 

5, Your agenCY shail be responsibie for work and for persons or entities engaged 
in work, including, but not limited to, subcontractors, suppliers arid 
proViders of services. You shall give personal supervision to any work 
required for the project or employ a competent representative with the 
authority to ael for your agency. Your agency shall give attention to 
completion o~ the project, and shall keep work under control. 
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6.	 Your agency shall be responsible for any and all disputes arising out of its 
contracts for work on the project, including but not limited to bid disputes 
and payment disputes with your contractors and sUbcontractors. The State 
will not mediate disputes between your agency and any other entity 
conceming responsibility' for performance of work. 

7.	 During project planning and construction, your agency shall provide 
semiannual progress reports detailing the acllvities completed for the 
reporting period, the amount of funds expended and the purpose of those 
expenditures. The first report shall be due six (6) months from the date of 
your agency's signature on this letter agreement. Subsequent reports shall 
be due every six (6) months thereafter. 

8.	 Your agency-must comply with all applicable requirements of the California 
Environmental Quality Act and the National Environmental Policy Act and 
complete appropriate environmental documentation including, but not 
limited to, any required environmental impact reports, environmental 
impact statements, negative declarations, mitigation agreements and 
environmental permits, prior to beginning construction. 

9.	 All contracts let for project construction shall be let by competitive bid 
procedures that assure award of the contract to the lowest responsible 
bidder, except as may be otherwise authorized under your agency's 
enabling authority. 

10. Procurement of necessary supplies or equipment shall be undertaken in 
such a manner as to encourage fair and competitive treatment of potential 
suppliers. 

.110 The project shall be completed not later than March 8, 2009. 

12. Upon completion of the project your agency shall proVide for a final 
inspection and a written certification by a California Registered Civil 
Engineer that the project has been completed in accordance with final 
plans and specifications and any modifications thereto. Such certification 
shall be submitted to the State with a copy of the final report of project 
expenditures required in item 13 below. You shall keep on file, for the 
useful life of the project, as built plans and specifications for the project. 
Such documents shall be made available for inspection by the State upon 
reasonable notice. 

13. Upon project completion your agency shall furnish to the State, within 
sixty (60) days, a final statement of incurred eligible costs. 

14. The State shall withhold ten (10) percent of the total project funding until 
the audit report, required in item 20, is received and accepted by the 
State. 

00,8T 9ntJ	 8I7ST-,JG£-Sf6: 01 



Advance Copy
 
Information Only
 

15. Within a period of sixty (60) days from project completion, your agency
 
shall remit to the State any unexpended funds that were disbursed that
 
were not needed to pay eligible project costs.
 

16. Pursuant to Government Code Section 8546.7, your agency and its 
subcontractors shall be subject to the examination and audit of the State 
for a period of three years after project completion. All of your records or 
those of your subcontractors shall be preserved for this purpose for at least 
three years after project completion. 

17, Your agency shall account for the money disbursed separately from all 
other agency funds. You shall maintain audit and accounting procedures 
that are In accordance with generally accepted accounting principles and 
practIces, consistently applied. You shall keep complete and accurate 
records of all receipts, disbursements, and interest earned on expenditures 
of such funds. Your agency shall require its contractors or subcontractors to 
maintain books, records, and other documents pertinent to their work in 
accordance with generally accepted accounting principles and practices. 
Records are subject to inspection by the State at any and all reasonable 
tlmes, upon reasonable notice. 

18.Ali money disbursed for your project shall be deposited, administered. and 
accounted for pursuant to the provisions of Jaw applicable to your agency. 

19, During reguiar office hours, each of the parties to this letter agreement and 
their duly authorized representatives shall have the right to inspect and to 
make copies of any books, records, or reports of either party pertaining to 
the project. Each of the parties shall maintain and shall make available at 
all times for such inspection accurate records of all its costs, disbursements, 
and receipts with respect to this project. 

20. The State reserves the right to conduct an audit at any time botween the 
execution of Ihis letter agreement and the completion of the project, with the 
costs of such audit borne by the State. Within sixty (60) days of project 
completion, the State shall require your agency to conduct, at your 
agency=s expense, a final financial and compiianceaudit of revenue and 
expenditures. Such audit shall be conducted and a report prepared by an 
independent Certified Public Accountant in compliance with generally 
accepted auditing standards and California government auditing standards. 
Upon its completion, said report shall submitted to the State for review and 
acceptance. 

21. The State shall have the right to Inspect the work being performed at any 
and all reasonable times during project construction. This right shall extend 
to any subcontracts, and your agency shall include provisions ensuring such 
access in all its contracts or subcontracts entered into for completion of the 
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project. 

22. Your agency shall not sell, abandon, lease, transfer, exchange, mortgage, 
hypothecate, or oncumber in any manner whatsoever all qr any portion of 
any real or other property necessarily connected or used in conjunction with 
the project, or with your agency's service of water, without prior approval of 
the State. 

23. Your agency, its contractors and subcontractors shall comply with the 
provisions of the Fair Employment and Housing Act (GovElrnment Code, 
Section 12900 et seq.), the regulations promulgated thereunder (California 
Code of Regulations, Title 2, Section 7285.0 et seq.), the provisions of 
Article 9.5, Chapter 1, Part 1, Division 3, Title 2 of the Government Code 
(Government Code, Sections 11135-11139.5) and the regulations or 
standards adopted by the awarding State Agency to implement such article. 
Your agency, its contractors and subcontractors shall give written notice of 
their obligations under this clause to labor organizations with which they 
have a collective bargaining or other agreement. Your agency shall include 
the nondiscrimination and compliance provisions of this clause in all 
contracts and subcontracts let for the construction of the project. 

24. Your agency agrees, unless exempted, to comply with the 
nondiscrimination program requirements of Government Code, Section 
12990, and Titie 2, California Code of Regulations, Section 8103. 

25. Your agency shall comply with the provisions of Section 3700 of the 
CaHfornla Labor Code, requiring every employer to be insured against 

. liability for workers' compensation or to undertake self-insurance in 
accordance with the provisions of thatcode, and you affirm that the agency 
will comply with such provisions before commencing the construction of the 
project and will make the agency=s contractors alld subcontractors aware of 
this provision. 

26. Your agency agrees to indemnify the State and its officers, agents, and 
employees against and to hold the same free and harmless from any and ali 
claims, demands, damages, losses, costs, expenses, or liabiiity due or 
incident to, either in whole or in part. and whether directly or indirectly, 
arlsing out of the project. 

27. Your agency, its contractors or subcontractors agree to comply with the 
requirements of the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1990 (Government Code 
8350 et seq.) and have or will provide a drug-free workplace. 

28. The agency agrees to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act 
(ADA) of 1990, (42 U.S.C. 12101 et seq.), which prohibits discrimination on 
the basis of disability, as well as all applicable regulations and guidelines 
issued pursuant to the ADA. 
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Your expeditious hartdllrtg of this letter agreement is appreciated. If you 
have any questions, please contact Linda Buchanan Herzberg at 
(916) 327-1663. 

Approved as to Legal Form Sincerely. 
and Sufficiency: 

By:
C:;-h:-le-;f-;:C~o-u-n-se~I:---------- Wiliia m J. Bennett. Chlef 
Department of Water Resources Division of Planning and Local 

Assistance 

Kern County Water Agency 

By:	 Date:---------_._----- --------

Tltle:	 ~ _ 

Enclosure 

cc:	 Ms. Unda Adams 
Chief Deputy Assembly Relations 
Governor's Office, First Floor 
Sacramento, California 95814 

Honorable Jim Costa 
Member of the Senate 
State Capitol, Room 5100 
Sacramento, California 95814 . ~.,. 

. ~ ~ .n .i1 --y ""{ O~J-~i-',,'~' ' .... 

t '. ..,;/. "'..',.""\l"-).L.r'-,",c, ,; DJ) tr\.., \' 

Honorable Abel donado (:) /:J 

Member of Assembly "<-'(' .'
 
State Col. Room 4015
 
Sacr ento, California 95814
 

Mr. Thomas N. Clark
 
General Manager
 
Kern County Water Agency
 

.Post Office Box 58
 
Bakersfield, California 93302-0058
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Mr, Rick Igar 
Engineering and Operations Manager 
Kern County Water Agency 
Post Office Box 58 
Bakersfield, California 93302~0058 

Ms, Holly Melton 
Kern County Water Agency 
Post Office Box 58 
Bakersfield, California 93302-0058 
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EXHIBIT B 

Kern River Program 
Capital Budget Projection Summary 

Item	 Allotment 

($ Million) 

1) Purchase Water Supplies 

a) Garces undivided Interest in Lower Kern River Right 25 

b) Nickel portion of Lower Kern River Right 7.5 

Subtolal	 10 

2)	 Urban Area Recharge and Recreational Facilities Enhancements 

a) Purchase Property 3 

b) Facilities 0.1 

Subtotal	 3.1 

3)	 Urban Area Recovery and Flow Restoration Facilities 

a) Wells 2.9 

b) Conveyance 1 

Subtotal	 3.9 

4) Exchange Facilities Improvements for Water Quality Benefits 

a) InlertiefTurnout Improvements 0.5 

b) Pump Station Improvements 15 

Subtotal	 2 

5) Banking Project Recovery Facilities Enhancements 

a) Recovery Facilities 1A 

b) Conveyance and Recharge Facilities 2.6 

Subtotal	 4 

Total	 23 

Rick Iger	 Kern River Program Budget.xls 8124100 
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STATE OF CALIFOR.NIA 

Governor's Office of Planning and Research
 

State ClearinghQuse
 
Steve Nisse.n~ray Davis 

ACTING DIREOOli.GOVERNQR 

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT 
RECEIVED ~ 

L-- --.18~~= 
TNCD ~= DWM 
JFSO JWPO 

DATE: August 17, 2000 JMBO AUG 2 1 ZOOO sHRD 
GLBD SMRD 

TO. Kane Totzke 
lWFD ~LL[J 

--gern COUnry Water Agency
Kern County Water Agency j::f'-'l
P.O. Box58 
3200 Rio Mirada Drive 
Bakersfield, CA 93308 

RE:	 Kem River Restoration and Water Supply Program 
SCH#: 2000081017 

This is to acknowledge that the State Clearinghouse has received your environmental document 
for state review. The review period assigned by the State Clearinghouse is: 

Review Start Date: August 7, 2000 
Review End Date: September 5,2000 

We have distributed your document to the following agencies and departments: 

Caltrans, District 6 
Dcpartment of Conservation 
Department of Fish and Grone, Region 4 
Department of Health Scrvices 
Department of Parks and Recreation 
Department of Water Resources 
Native American Heritage Commission 
Office of Historic Presen'ation 
RecJam8.iion Board 
Regional Water Quality Control Bd., Region 5 (Fresno) 
Resources Agency 
State Lands Commission 
State Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights 

The State Clearinghouse will provide a closing leiter with any state agency COlllments to your 
attention on the date following the close of the review period. 

Thank you for your participation in the State Clearinghouse review process. 

1400 TENTH STREET P.O. BOX 3044 SACRAMENTO, CAlIFORNfA 95811-]04-4 

916~44j-06l} FAX 9t6-323-}0l8 WWW.OPR.CA.GOV/CLEARINGHOUSE.HTML 
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KERN 

MOSQUITO AND VECTOR CONTROL DISTRICT 
DISTRICT OFFICE 

4705 ALLl:.N RD, BAKERSFIE:llJ, CALIFORNIA 93312
 

PH: (661)589-2744 FAX.: (661) 589-4913 EMAIL: krllvCd@jightspe€d.nel
 

August 3, 2000 

Tom Clark, General Manager 
Kern County Water Agency 
P. O. Box 58 
Bakersfield, California 93302-0058 

RECEIVED 
T'lG0"7 ~. ~ 

'-1ANAGHI 
f~Ul.-:nr fe. L:·),~"Jli 
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~~~§f AUG 1 B 2000 ~~~EJ 
LWFCJ SMRD 
__0 ,.._. ALlO 

Kern County Waltl'~gency 

RE: Kern River Restoration & Water Supply project 

Tom: 

The District has several comments in regard to the recharge basins 
that would be constructed as part of this proposed project. 

During year:, when groundwater recharge operations were being 
conducted, lt would not be feasible to treat these basins by 
aircraft if they produced mosquitoes because of the proximity of 
residential areas and heavily-traveled roads (i.e Stockdale, Buena 
Vista, Allen). During the last couple of years when perfDrming 
mosquito control operations, the District's airplane pilot has 
encountered increasing numbers of joggers, bikers, horseback 
riders, etc. in the "2800" and the other recharge areas west of 
Allen Road. These new basins will, also, attract similar 
attention by the public. 

Ideally, vegetation in the basins would be managed in a manner that 
would allow the control of the aquatic stage of mosquitoes through 
the use of mosquitofish_ Due to the size of these basins, 
treatment by ground rigs spraying around the perimeter would be 
ineffective. The use of insecticides in areas frequented by the 
public is a real challenge these days due to the increasingly 
negative reaction by people to pesticide usage in general. 

Hopefully, these concerns will be considered by the Agency when the 
basins are constructed. 

Sincerely, 

A?L~

Rob Quiring
 

District Manager
 

mailto:krllvCd@jightspe�d.nel
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Sacr, menlo Fish .nd Wildlife Office , JWP [ 1~~ E§:?', G 

2S()11 Cottage Way, W-2605 GiBO AUG 2 1 2000 sHR [ 
Sacnlmenlo, Californl3 95825 LWF [3'""',K '-" 9.m Io	 ALL [ 

Kern Counly Water Agency 
IN R.J::::PLY RHER 1'0: .u::\ 
1-1-00-TA-2553 

August 14, 2000 

Mr. Thomas N. Clark, General Manager 
Kem County Water Agency 
P.O. Box 58
 
Bakersfield, California 93302-0058
 

Subject:	 California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Compliance for the Kern 
River Restoration and Water Supply Program, Kern County. California 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

This is in response to your July 27, 2000, letter concerning the Initial Study and Proposed Draft 
Negative Declaration for the Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program in Kern County, 
California. We understand from the materials enclosed with your letter that some of the property 
proposed for development is inside, and some is outside the boundaries of the Metropolitan 
Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan (Hep). We appreciate your efforts to provide water in the 
river channel for a greater part of the year, and we agree that this will enhance riparian vegetation 
and could provide habitat for some protected species in an area where they historically occurred, 
such as the least Bell's vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus) and southwestern willow flycatcher 
(E,,!pidonax Irail/ii eXlimus). 

.1 ~, I ' , /. i I, '\-... ,;, \ r'-.~ --, I .'. -'" , r- .<F ". • r 
...'!' \~" ...,:rJ'! It;- /1/, ," t'-~/ ,-"~ "·<;c.r,· ",;,~-,,\.,.-_·!"~t~-r" . 

, ~ "We expect that some paris ofthc proj~twl[roccurwithin the boundaries ofthe Metropolitan 
Bakersfield HCP, and that fees will be paid into the habitat compensation fund. We think this 
should be mentioned in the Negative Declaration, as it is a mitigation under CEQA for effects on 
protected species. We are concerned about the effects of portions of the project outsidc the 
Metropolitan Bakersfield HCP on San Joaguin kit foxes (Vulpes macro/is mll/ica), Tipton 
kangaroo rats (Dipodomys nitrafoides ni/raroides), and blunt-nosed leopard lizards (Gambelia 
sUus), which are protccted under the Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act). 
The map of the project mentions potential agricultural and urban area well sites, and installation 
of recharge ponds on an SO-acre parcel now belonging to Castle and Cooke. Kit fox are known 
to forage on, and disperse across natural land, fallow land, farmland in row crops, and grazing 
land. Any construction of structures on farmland, fallow land, grazing Ian.d, or natura.I land li.k.ely 
will require compensation under the Act. No indication is given of tile present land uses and 
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project footprints for portions of the project outside the MB HCr, so we cannot provide an 
adequate evaluation at tbis time. 

Section 9 of the Act and its implementing regulations prohibit the "take" offederallv listed fish 
and wildlife species. Take is defined by the Act as "to harass, hann, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, 
kill, trap, capture, or collect" any listed wildlife species. "Harm" in this definition includes 
significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or injures wildlife, by 
significantly impairing essential bebavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding, or sheltering 
(50 CFR § 17.3), 

Take incidental to an otherwise lawful activity may be authorized by one of two procedures. If a 
Federal agency is involved with the permitting, funding, or carrying out of the project, then 
initiation of !om1al consultation between that agency and the Service pursuant to section 7 of the 
Act is required if it is detennined that the proposed project will adversely affect a listed species. 
Such a consultation would result in a biological opinion that addresses the anticipated effects of 
the project to the listed species and may authorize a limited level of incidental take. If a Federal 
agency is not involved with the project, and a listed species may be taken as a result ofthe 
project, then an incidental take permit pursuant to section IO(a)(1 )(B) of the Act should be 
obtained. The Service may issue a permit upon completion of a satisfactory HCr for the listed 
species that would be subject to take as a result of the project. Applicants approved by the 
Service and the California Department of Fish and Gan1e, as applicable, may satisfy the Act by 
buying credits and obtaining incidental take authority through the Kern Water Bank HCP and 
Master Pennit. 

While the Metropolitan Bakersfield HCr is not applicable to portions ofd1e project outside its 
borders, it sets a precedent in Kern County for providing endangered species compensation for 
conversion offannland to buildings and other structures, For example, we worked with the Kern 
County Planning Department in the development of the compensation measures that were 
required for the Rio Bravo Tomato Company plant, which was sited on row crop fannland. 

We appreciate you contacting us about your proposed project. We would appreciate receiving 
more detailed infonnation about the project concerning proposed construction locations and 
footprints, related access roads ifany, and schedule. Thank you for your interest in conserving 
threatened and endangered species. Please contact Susan Jones or Peter Cross at (916} 414-6600 
if you have any questions about this letter. 

Sincerely, 

}(aAlA<: ~ 

KarenQMiller 
Chief, Endangered Species Division 



3 Mr. Thomas N. Clark 

cc:	 Andy Gordus, CDFG, Fresno, California 
Steve Strait, Kern County Planning Department 
Cheryl Harding, Kern Water Bank Authority 
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September 5, 2000 

Torn Clark. Gener<ll Manager
 
Kern County Water Agency
 
P.O. Box 58
 
Bakersfield CA 93302-0058
 

Re; Initial Study - Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program 

Dear Mr. Clark; 

Thank you for the opportw1.ity to review the Initial Study for this project. The Planning Department 
has no cornrnentson this phase of the project. lfyou have any questions, please call Steve Strait at 
(661) 862-8643. 

VelY truly yours, 

TED JAMES, AICP, Director
 
Kern County Planning Department
 

by Steve Strait, Associate PI31l1ler 



KERN COUNTY 

\VATER AGENCY 

!vlEMORANDU!v1 

GROlrND'V.'ATFR. Kill 

Agency S. uf D 

TO: Kern County Water Agency Board of Directors 
Agenda Item No. 1 

FROM: John Stovall/Kane Totzke 

DATE: September 7, 2000 

SUBJECT: Agency adoption of a Negative Declaration pursuant to CEQA Guideline section 
] S072 for the Kern River Restoration Program 

Issue: 
Consider adoption of the draft Negative Declaration for the Kern River Restoration and \Vater 
Slipplv Program_ 

Recommended Motion: 
At the close of the public hearing and absent any significant comments or testimony received at 
the hearing, adopt Resolution 59-00 entitled Determinations and Findings with Respect to the 
Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program, thereby approving the Negative Declaration 

Discussion 
At the July 27, 2000, meeting, the Board reviewed an Initial Study, Em-ironmental Checklist, 
Response to Checklist prepared by staff for the Kern River Restoration and Water Supply 
Program The Board also authorized the publication of the "Notice ofIntcnt" to adopt a Negative 
Declaration and distribution oftbe documents to interested parties and responsible agencies for 
comments _ During the public review period, the Agency has hcld a number of meetings with 
local water districts to address concerns and resolve outstanding issues regarding tbe proposed 
Project. As a result of the meeting and to resolve those issues the Agency is proposing To 

include a Mitigation, Monitoring and ReportlIlg Program as part of the Negative Declaration. 
The Agency has also received a number of written comments from responsible agencies and 
these together witb our responses are incorporated in the Negative Declaration, which will all 
be discussed in more detail ar the public hearing. 

At the public hearing, the Board will receive any additional comments on the environmental 
assessment of the Project and absent any significant comments or testimony received at the 
hearing, adopt Resolution 59-00, approving the Negative Declaration for the Project. 

D:\WPDOCS\SepOO\bai 1. wpJ:l 



BEFORE THE BOARD or DIRECTORS 

UF TflE 

KERN COUNTY WATEl( ACiENCY 

In the Maner of:
 
DETERMlNATIONS AND FINDINGS *
 
WITH RESPECT TO THE • 
KERN R[VER RESTORATIOl\ AND • 
AND WATER SUPPLY PROGRAJ,[ • 

I, Pam BOSWUlih, Secretary of the Board of Directors to the Kern County' \Vattr Agency, of the 

County of Kem, State of California, do hereby certify that the following resolution proposed by Director 

______ and seconded by Director , was duly passed and adopted hy said Board 

of Directors at an official meeting hereof this _day of ~, 2000, hy the fullo\Vlllg 

vote, to wit' 

Ayes: 

Noes: 

Absent' 

Secretary of the Board of Directors 
of the Ken) Countv Water i\~ency 

RESOLUTION NO. 59-00 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors (the "Board") of the Kel11 County Water Agency (the 

"Agencyll) has had prepared, circulated and presented to It, and has rcvic\vcd and considered an Initial Study, 

Environmental Checklist, daled Ju[y 27, 2000, and a proposed Negative Declaration (Exhibit "A") attached 

tbereto~ all pertaining to the Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program; and 

WHEREAS, the Agency has received comments from several responsible agencies and interested 

parties and incorporated those comments, together with the Agency's response to those comments, in the 

appendix of the Negative Declaration; and 



\YHEREAS o tilL' /\gcncy 11as incorporated into and lllade part uf tht' Negative Declaration, a 

r-,'-litigation, ~'lollil(lrlllg ~nd Reporting Program 1h~1t satisfactorily ;lcklresses the Federal and State Fndanger'ed 

Species Act, Injury to Right'S of Legal Users or \Vater and \Vater Quality issues: and 

W UEREAS, in recognition ofthe Agt~ncy secl1ri ng the $23 million grant purSllzmt to Proposition J 3, 

the Agency will continue to work \vith tJ1C Member Units and othet local water districts to acquire additlOnal 

grants and loan::; fOI the purpose of constructing water supply and/or \vater managemen.t facilities in Kern 

County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Agency as 

follows: 

The Board hereby finds and determines that the foregoing recitals, are true and correct" 

I.	 Seetio" 1 Review of Evidence 

The Board has reviewed and considered the contents of the [nitial Study "nd proposed 

Negative Declaratioll, the presentation 10 the Board made by staff pertaining to same? and 

the comments received from the public both during a publ ic hcaring conducted by the Board 

on September 7) 2000 and received during the required environmental rcvic\'v' period; and 

L	 Section 2, Approval of Negative Declaration 

Based upon the afore-described evidence, the Board hereby finds; 

a)	 that there is no substantial evidence lhat the Kern River Restoration and Water 

Suppl\' Program \v1th the mitigation measlIres provided therein witl have a 

significant effect on the environrnent~ 

b)	 that the: mitigation measures therein are inCOrpQr3ted ",,"ithin the scope of the 

projecto and the project as defined \vill not have a significant effect on the 

environment Therefore, in accordance with such find ings, the Board approves the 

Negative Declaratjon submitted in conjunction with the lnitial Study and hereby 

Page 2 



dirce-b st3ff to prepare and file 3 Notice of Determination (in the foml artacherl 

h~relo n.<; Exhibit OlD ") in complimrcc \\'ith the C<llifomiD Environmental QULlI ity /\Ci 

(Public Resources Code Sections 2] 000, ot seq), and 

3.	 Section 3. Finding of No Impact on Wildlife 

The Board hereby further finds that, when considering the record as a whole, there 

is J1U substantial evidence before the Board ~hat the proposed Project will have 

potential for an adverse effect on wildlife resources or the habitat upon whic~ the 

wildlife depends on. As such, the Board directs the General manager to sign a 

Certificate of a De Minimis Impact Finding exempting payment of the $1,250 

Depmiment of Fish and Game fee (in the form attached hereto as Exhibit "C") If 

subsequent ill formation becomes available indicating potential impacts to Federal 

and Staic~ listed or sensitive species as defined under the State and Federal 

End,mgered Species Act, the Agency will comply with all mandatory State and 

Federal laws. 

4.	 Section 4, Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program 

The Board hereby incorporates the Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program 

(in the form attached hereto as Exhibit "D") to address concerns with local water 

distrjcts regarding water use) distribution of benefits and water quality. 

5.	 Section 5, Conlinoed efforts towards securing Proposition l3 funds 

The Board hereby dir(~cts staff to continue working, in a timely manner, with 

J\.1ember Units and other local Kern County water districts towards maximizing the 

acquisition additional Proposition 13 grants and loans for local water supply 

projects andlor other water management projects as deemed appropriate by the 

General manager. 

Page 3 



EXHIBIT A 

KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
 
PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
 

This is prepared pursuant to the California Envirotullental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), I and the 
Slale CEQA Guidelincs, '. 

NAME OF PRUJECT: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program. 

PROPOSED PROJE.cT LOCATION The Project IS primarily located along the Kern River 
corridor from the projected extension of Haley Street on the east side, to the California 
Aqueduct on the west end, and south and west of Bakersfield in the unincorporated 
portion of the county along the Cross Valley Canal and Arvin-Edison Canal and 
Including other local water conveyance facilities. Also, see attached Project location 
maps. 

DESCRlPTJON OF PROPOSED PROJECT Summarv Project proposes to provide 
significant water quality, water supply, environmental and community benefits for the 
metropolitan Bakersfield area and a broad range of Kern County water users through 
the coordinated implementation of a number of program components including the: (1) 
acquisition of the Lower Kern River water right (Lower Right), i.e., Hacienda/Garces 
pre-1914 water right, including associated Lake Isabella Storage; (2) Purchase of land 
from Castle and Cooke California, Inc., for additional recharge and recovery facilities; 
(3) construction of 12 new water Ag recovery wells and enough Urban wells to achieve 
a maximum flow capacity of 60 cfs; and (4) COrlstruction of water exchange facilities 
arld modification of the Pool 1 portion of the Cross Valley Canal. 

Expanded Description See Initial Study for Proposed Project, attached. 

fINDINGS WHICH SUPPORT NEGATIVE DECLARATJON: After making an assessment 
of the possible impacts of the proposed Project and reviewing an Initial Study dated 
July 27,2000, the Board of Directors of the Kern County Water Agency has determined 
that the proposed Project as presented Will not have any significant effect on the 
environment, either directly or indirectly. 

INITIAL STUDY: A copy of the Initial Study and environmental checklist prepared by 
Agency staff, dated July 27,2000, Is attached 



EXHIBIT A
 

MITIGATION lvlEASURFS: Mitigation measures which have been incorporated into the 
proposed Project to avoid potentially significant environmental effects are as follows: 

1.	 Throughout the term of the proposed Project, Project water quality, 
groundwater monitoring, and groundwater recharge losses will be 
consistent with the Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Operation 
and Monitoring of the Kern Water Bank Groundwater Banking Program, 
dated October 26, 1995, and consistent with the Operation and Monitoring 
Procedure for the Pioneer ProJect, dated May 28, 1998 

2	 Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located to 
avoid areas suspected to have hydrocarbon contamination, and to the 
extent practical, not to interfere with oil (crude or refined) or natural gas 
pipelines or other sensitive oilfield areas. 

3.	 Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located to 
minimize potential impacts to the Agency's Cross Valley Canal. 

4.	 A mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program (attached as Exhibit C) 

CONTACT PERSON, TELEPHONE NUMBER: Mr. Thomas N. Clark, General Manager, 
Kern County Water Agency, P.O. Box 58, Bakersfield, CA 93302, (661)-634-1400. If 
you require additional information regarding this proposed Project, please contact Mr. 
Kane Totzke, Kern County Water Agency, (661) 634-1468; e-mail: kane@kcwacom 

Thomas N. Clark, General Manager	 Date 

1. Public Resources Code, Section 2100, et seq. 

2. Title 14, Division 6, Califomia Administrative Code, as amended. 
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Thomas N. Clark 
General M:m'Jger 

John F- Stovall
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September 7, 2000 

Ms. Karen Fowler 
Office of the Governor 
Office of Planning and Research 
Stale Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, Ca Sl5812-3044 

RE:	 SCH # 2000081017 - Notice of Determination and De Minimis 
lmpact Finding 

Dear Ms. Fowler: 

Transmitted herein are the Kern County Water Agency's (Agency) "Notice of 
Determination" and a "California Department ofFish and Game Certiflcate of 
Fcc Exemption -Dc Minimis lmpact Finding" for the Kern River Restoration 
and WaleI' Supply Program Negative Declaration. The Agency Board of 
Directors took aeltOn to adopt the Negative Declaration at a meeting held on 
September 7,2000, The De Minimis Impact finding exempts the Agency 
from the $1 ,250 filing fcc. Please contact Kanc Totzke a1661-634-1468 with 
any questions regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Clark 
General f\1anager 

enclosures 

cc:	 OtIice of tile County Clerk (Kern) 

Mailing Address: 
P.O Box 58 

B.kmfidd, CA 93J02·()()58 
Phone' 6611634·1400 
Fax, 66l1634·t42S 



---- -------- - --------------

EXHIBIT B 
CEQA Notice of Determination 

x	 Office of PlanninSJ awl f~c5earch From: Kern County V'iiller I\gency
 
1400 Tenth SlreBI, Room 121 P.O. Box 58
 
Sacramento, CA 95814 3200 Rio Mirada Drive
 

Bakersfield, CA 93302 

X	 County Derk
 
County of Kern
 
1115 Trwcton Ave., 1"' Floor
 
Bakersfield, CA 93301-4639
 

ect:	 Filing of Notice of Determmatkon In compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public Resources Code 

uJect Title: Kern River nestoratlon (3nd Water Supply Program 

~ Clearinghouse Number: SCH #2000081017
 
submitted to Clearinghouse)
 

j Agency: Kern County Waler Agency
 
tact Person: Thomas N. Clark, General Manager
 

~Iephone: (661) 634-1400
 

eet Location: See attached Negative Declaration.
 
ude county}
 

"......iect Description: See attached Negative Declsration_ 

is to advise that on September 7, 2000, the Kern CourHy Wa1er Agency (as lead agency) appro\led the project (more particularly 
~scribed in the attached Negative Declaration) and has determined that no addiOonal environmental re\liew is required. 

nilial Study and Subsequent Negative Declarc'ltion with findings were prepared for the Agency's recent action pursuant to the 
lisions of CEQA Guidelines sections 15070 through 15075 concluding that no additional erwironmen{al review is required. The 

~cent actjon will not have any significant effect on the environment Mitigation measures were made a condition of the Agency's 
'.... ~nt action on the project A Statemenl of Overriding Considerations was not adopted in connedion with the J\gency's recent achon 

his project 

his is to certify that the Initial Study with comments and responses and record of project approval is available to the general public at 
un CouJ1tyWaler Agency, P.O. Box 58, 3200 Rio Mir2J.da Drive, BaKers.field, Kern County, CA 93302_ 

·'~tl8ttJ re, -=-:-cc:-:----;cC-:Oc;--,----;c;------:=;7.==::c<7=cr:-:-c:~:_c;:_.::_;::c"'=::_
Thomas N. Clark, General Manager, Kern County Water Agency 

iate	 _ 

.c received for filing at OPR ~_~~_~ ~ 



EXHIBIT c:
 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
 

Cl"RTIFICATE OF FEE EXEMPTION 

Dc J\1inimis lmpacl Finding 

Project TIlle:	 Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program 

Location:	 Kern River Corridor area, fromMetropolitan Bakersfield to the 
California Aqueduct, Kern County 

Project Description:	 This project will generate broad local water supply, environmental 
and community benefits, and targeted drinking water quality 
benefils within the metropolitan Bakersfield area. 
The Project consists of the four components, generally described 
below 

1.	 Acquisition of the Kern River lower water right, 
2.	 Construction of enough urban area wells to achieve a flow capacity of 

about 60 cfs; 
3. Construction	 of water conveyance exchange facilities; 
4.	 Construction and acquisition of local facilities to enhance groundwater 

recharge and recovery opportunities. 

Findings of Exemption: 

I.	 The project consists of water right transfer and minimal construction and/or 
modification of waler transfer and exchange facilities. 

The lead agency has no evidence before it, including the inD)n11atian in the Initial 
Study and comments of appropriate reviewing agencies, to indicate that the 
proposed project could have any potential for adverse effecb on fish and wildlife 
resources. 

Certification: 

I hereby certify that the public agency has made the above finding(s) and that the project will not 
individually or cumulatively have an adverse eflect on wildlife resources, as defined in Section 
71.2 of the Fish and Game Code 

Date: September 7, 2000 Local Lead Agency: Kern County Water Agency 

Title: General Manger Manager 



EXHIBIT D
 

MITIGATION, MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM
 

OVERVIEW 

Comments received on the Proposed Negative Declaration regarding the Kern 

River Program highlight a significant feature of the design of the program: the program has been 

designed and will be implemented to comply with all aspects of existing law. Important laws with 

which the project has been designed to comply are the Federal Endangered Species Act, State 

Endangered Species Act, and a variety oflaws and regulations governing water quality and 

impacts on legal users of water. Wlule compliance with such laws and regulations is an integral 

feature of the program, the Agency understands that some entities would prefer a formal 

acknowledgment of intended compliance as a form of mitigation, and appropriate monitoring and 

reporting. Accordingly, the Agency agrees to clarify the following mitigation measures which arc 

part of the program as designed and adopt appropriate monitoring and reporting measures. 

MONITORING & REPORTING FOR DESIGNED MITIGATION ELEMENTS 

1.	 ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Federal and State Endangered Species Act 

(a)	 Program Design: 

The program has been designed to avoid any impact on known endangered or 

threatened species, federal or state, or other species of concern In the first 

instance, the program has been designed to have an extremely small footprint of 

disrupted land in the construction offacilities. Additionally, the facility 

construction will occur primarily on existing highly cultivated farmland or highly 

maintained rights of way in wluch it is unlikely that such species or their habitat 

will be encountered. Further, care will be utilized to have such locations exanlined 

by personnel knowledgeable in the identification of endangered and threatened 



insignificance. 

2.	 ADOPTED MITfGATION ELEMENT: Injury to Rights of Legal Users of Water 

and Facilities 

(a)	 Program Design: 

The program is designed to ensure that all water and facilities utilized by the 

program are obtained with full protection of the rights of existing legal users. Full 

compensation will be provided by the Agency where such rights of legal users of 

water or facilities are impaired, and absent such compensation such rights of legal 

users will not be impaired. This extends to the legal users of ground water as the 

program has been designed to avoid significant impact 0[1 such users. In the eve[1t 

of disputes regarding the existence of such impacts, the Agency will submit such 

disputes to the previously established Kern Fan Monitoring Committee for 

handling under established rules. 

(b)	 Monitoring and Reporting: 

The General Manager shall include in an annual report to the Board a report on the 

following items of concern: 

(I)	 The alleged occurrence of any impact on the rights oflegalusers of water 

or facilities, including any alleged impacts on groundwater; 

(2)	 The measures utilized to investigate sucb alleged impacts; 

(3)	 The results of such investigation; 

(4)	 The measures utilized to avoid impacts to such rights orlegal users, or the 

measures utilized to reduce such impacts to insignificance 

3.	 ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Water Quality 

(a)	 Program Design: 

The program is designed to avoid any potential adverse impacts on water quality. 

Utilization of the water rights acquired under the program will not significantly 

differ in water quality impacts from the existing uses of such water. The intent of 



the program is to secure the benefits of Kern River water quality for drinking 

water quality and Kern County. The program will be operated to avoid significant 

adverse impact on the water quality available 10 any legal user of water 

(b)	 Monitoring and Reporting: 

The General Manager shall include in an annual report to the Board of Directors 

the following items 

(1)	 A statement regarding the water quality status of the program during the 

pnor year; 

(2)	 An identification of all problem areas encountered, if any, and the measures 

taken to avoid any significant adverse impact on the waler quality of any 

legal user of water. 

GENERAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

The aTlIluaJ report referred to herein shall be prepared under the direction ofthe 

General Manager and a registered engineer of the State of California, in consultation with 

individual(s) knowledgeable in the identification of endangered or threatened species and their 

habitats. The report may include additional operational, and economic data of interest 10 the 

community, but at a minimum shall contain the information specified above as required elements 

of the report. 
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RECEIVED 
nwITf= ~ RBI~August 3, 2000 JFS[] DWMD 

~~~5 AUG 1 S 2000 ~~~8 
lWFCJ SMRO 

o r' AlLOTom Clark, General Manager 
Kern County Wal",~ge"cyKern County Water Agency 

P. O. Box 58
 
Bakersfield, California 93302-0058
 

RE: Kern River Restoration & Water Supply Project 

Tom: 

The District has several comments in regard to the recharge basins 
that would be constructed as part of this proposed project. 

During years when groundwater recharge operations were being 
conducted, it would not be feasible to treat these basins by 
aircraft if they produced mosquitoes because of the proximity of 
residential areas and heavily-traveled roads (i.e Stockdale, Buena 
Vista, Allen). During the last couple of years when performing 
mosquito control operations, the District's airplane pilot has 
encountered increasing numbers of joggers, bikers, horseback 
riders, etc. in the "2800" and the other recharge areas west of 
Allen Road. These new basins will, also, atctract similar 
atctention by the public. 

Ideally, vegetation in the basins would be managed in a manner that 
would allow the control of the aquatic stage of mosquitoes through 
the use of mosquitofish. Due to the size of these basins, 
treatment by ground rigs spraying around the perimeter would be 
ineffective. The use of insectcicides in areas frequented by the 
public is a real challenge these days due to the increasingly 
negative reaction by people to pestcicide usage in general. 

Hopefully, 
basins are 

these concerns will be considered by the Agency when the 
constructed. 

Sincerely, 

~&Z~ 
Rob Quiring 

District Manager 

mailto:kmvcd@lightspec-d.nct
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AlIgu:st 29, 2(){}O 

fvlr. Rob Quiring; Di::;(rict /Y1Jllagcr
 
Kern Mosqullo ~Jnd Vector Control Distric1
 
4705 Allen Road
 
Rakedidd, CA 93J 12
 

RE·	 Resronse 10 letter regarding CEQA comrliance for the Kern River 
Re~toration and \Vatcr Supply Program 

Dear Mr, Quiring: 

Tha.nk you for your let1er dated August 3, 2000 responding to the Kern County 
\Vater Agency's (Agency) Initial Study and Propo.sed Negative Declaration for the 
Kern River Restorallon ill1d \Vater Supply Program (Program). The Agency has 
reviewed your concerns expressed in the letter and outlined below is the Agency's 

response. 

Under the Program, two (2) recharge ponds (10 acre: and 5 ;Jere) <'Ire proposed for 
umstr-uction

1 
both located Just east of Allen Road and ncar the Kern River Stockdale 

Highway bridge ~ A proposed 40 acre £0 50 acre Soccer field to be constructcd may 
be used for groundv.'aler recharge [n the wettest years on the Kern River. TIlls 
proposed field is also locatcd east of Allen Road and north of the Kern River near 
the Stockdale bridge The recharge ponds will be operated very similar to the 
Truxilln Lake recharge ponds owned by Ihe City of Bakersfield, which we 
undn.sl;Hld have lIot crealed a mosquito cOncern to tht s.urrounding community_ The 
Soccer field will probably be operated by the North oftlie River Parks and 
RcercatiDn District llnder an arrangement with the City of l3akersflcld. The two 
recharge ponds may bejnintly managed by the Agency's Improvement District No Ii 
and the City ofBakersfle!d's Water Resources Department. The recharge pond,s and 
Succer field are planned as pan ofa community park under a residcnlial and 
commercial developmcllt proposed by Castle and Cooke Cahfornia, lne. 

As with other existing recharge basins. under the AgCI1CY'S control, we do not 
<-lnticip;He any concerns with mosquitoes l however, we \vill comply 'Ivith any 

appl lcable regulations and cooperate with your District to address any concerns you 
may 11ave, should any <lrisc at some future time. Please contact Kane Totzke at (66 j) 

6]~·116S with any questions regarding this matter. 

~~ 
Torn Clark
 
General Manger
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August 14,2000 

Mr. Thomas N_ Clark. General Manager 
Kern County Water Agency 
1'0_ Box 58 
Bakersfield, California 93302-0058 

Subject: California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Compliance fOT the Kern 
River Restoration and Waler Supply Program, Kern County, Califomia 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

This is in response to your July 27, 2000, letter concerning the Initial Study and Proposed Draft 
Negative Declaration for the Kem River Restoration and Water Supply Program in Kern County, 
California. We understand from the materials enclosed with your letter that same of the property 
proposed for development is inside, and some is outside the boundaries of the Metropolitan 
Bakersfleld Habitat Conservation Pla[] (Hep). We appreciate yom efforts to provide waler in tbe 
river channel for a greater part Df the year, and we agree that this will enhance riparian vegetation 
and could provide habitat for some protected species in an area where they historically occurred, 
such as the least Bell's vireo (Vireo bellii pusillus) and southwestern willow flycatcher 
(Empidonux /raillii eXlimus). 

1 
~We expect that some parts of the project will occur within the boundaries oflh£, Metropolitun 
Bakersfield HCr, and that fees will be paid into the habitat compensation funet:i We think this 
should be mentioned in the Negative Declmatio[], as it is a mitigation under CEQA for effects on 
protected species. We arc concerned about the effects of portions of the project outside the 
Metropolitan Bakersfield HCP on San Joaquin kit foxes (Vulpes mucro/is mlllica), Tipton 
kangaroo rats (Dipodomys nitra/oides ni/raloides), and blunt-nosed leopard lizards (Gambelia 
si!us), which are protected under the FederalE[]dangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act)_ 
The map of the project mentions potential agricul1ural and urban area well sites, and installation 
of recharge ponds on a[] 80-acre parcel now belonging to Castle and Cooke. Kit fox arc known 
to forage on, and disperse across natural land, fallow land, farmland in row crops, and grazing 

2 --laii(L Any constructiDn of structures on farmland, fallow la[]d, grazing land, or natural land likely 
will require compensation under the Act No indication is given ofthe present land uSeS and 



2 Mr. Thomas N. Clark 

project footprints for portions of the project olltside the MB Hep, so we cannot provide an
 
adequate evaluation at this time.
 

Section 9 of the Act and its implementing regulations prohibit the "take" of federally listed fish 
and wildlife species. Take is defined by the Act as "to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound, 
kill, trap, capture, or collect" any listcd wildlif" species. "Hann" in this definition includes 
significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or injures wildlife, by 
significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding, or sheltering 
(50 CFR § 17.3) 

, 
Take incidental to an otherwisc lawful activity may be authorized by one of two procedures. Ifa 
Federal agency is involvcd with the pennitting, funding, or carrying out of the project, then 
initiation of fomlal consultation betwee.. tbat agency nrd the Service pursuant to section 7 of the 
Act is required if it is detennined that the proposed project will adversely affect a listed species. 
Such a consultation would result in a biological opinion that addresses the anticipated effects of 
the project to the listed species and may authorize a limited level of incidental take." If a federal 
agency is not involved with the project, and a listed species may be taken as a result of the 
project, then an incidental take permit pursuant to section 10(a)(I)(8) of the Act should be 
obtained. The Service may issue a pemlit upon completion of a satisfactory HCr for the listed 
species that would be subject to take as a result of the project. Applicants approved by the 
Service and the California Department of Fish and Game, as applicable, may satisfy the Aet by 
buying credits and obtaining incidental take authority throngh tbe Kern Water Bank HCP and 
Master Permit. 

\Vhile the Metropolitan Bakersfield HC? is not applicable to portions of the project outside its 
borders, it sets a precedent in Kern County for providing endangered species compensation for 
conversion of farmland to buildings and other stmctures. For example, we worked with the Kern 
County Planning Department in the development of the compcnsation measures that were 
required for the Rio Bravo Tomato Company plant, which was sited on row crop farmland. 

We appreciate yOli contacting us about your proposed project. \Ve would appreciate receiving 
more detailed information about the project concerning proposed construction locations and 
footprints, related access roads if any, and schedule. Thank you for your interest in conserving 
threatened and endangered species. Please contact Susan Jones or Peter Cross at (916) 414-6600 
if you have any questions about this letter. 

Sincerely, 

t:c;t~ 
Chief, Endangered Species Division 



3 Mr. Thomas N. Clark 

cc:	 Andy Gordus. COr-G, Fresno, Calilomia 
Steve Strait, Kern County Plallning Dep;U1ment 
Cheryl I-larding, Kern Water Bank Authority 
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M.c;. Susan Jones 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
2300Coltoge Way, W-2605 
S8UCif'HCnto, C.r\ 95825 

1ZE,	 Respon::;e to Ictkl rcgardlng CEQA c.ompliance fot' the Kern River 

Restc.nation and \\\ller Supply Program 

De,-lT [\1s. Jones: 

Th:mk you for y'OUT letter dated August 21, 2000 responding to the Kern COlmly 

Water Agency"s (Agency) Initial Study rind Proposed Negative Dedaration for the 
Kern River Restoration and \Vater Supply Program (Program) \Ve concur v.,'ith the 

U.S_ Fish and Viildlife Service's (Service) $lalemtnl tbat the Program as proposed 
will provide environmentaJ btnefils. to the local environment: the Agency believes 
the f'f{)gr.arn is an opportunity to .';ecure environmental local benefits along the Kern 
RiveT torrid or for wildlife and the community orBakersfield. 

In response to the Service's concern regarding partiCipation in the Metropolitan 
n"kersGeld Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), the Agency plans to comply With "ny 
regulations including those requiring participation in payment of habitat management 
fees, \...,here applicable. \A'e note however that,the Program facilities proposed for 
modification and/oT cQIls1rIJction taking place withm the ~1etropolitan Bakersfield 
I-ICP are proje-cts1ess than ten (10) acres in size undertaken for strictly public 
purpos<.:s ~lnd therefore exempt frorn the Habitat Management fees, pursuant to the 
City of Bakersfield Ordinance 3556. 

Other Program facilities 1 as described in tilt: Initial Study and proposed Neg3tive 
Declaration may occur 011 active [Cirml;;md o\vned by the I\gency, on \vell maintained 
right-of",\Vllys o\vned by the: Agency or other local \",'atCr districts. These proposed 
facilities \\·jll have a vel] small footprint orpcnnancntly disturbed land, e.g.~ less 
than III Oth of all acre disturbance per well site, in areas devoid of species subject to 
the feder;1J Efldangcred Species AcL Furthermore, since no take of threatened or 
endangered species will occur due to construction offacilities on farmland, fallow 

land, gr<Jzing land or natural land, the Agency believes flU inLidcntaJ take pelmit or 
compensation is required for the Program. The Agency \\'ill~ of course, complY with 
the regulal ions if avoidance of impacts is not feas.ible 

Mailing Addrc55: 
P_o_ flo, 58 

Baker5f1eld, CA9J302-0058 
Phone' 6611634-1400 
fa" 6611634-1428 



l\1s. SUC:iLlJl 10]]["'; 

U,S Fish (lnd \\"iL!lil" :;{~,\'i(e 

August 29 2000
 
[JJ.gc. 2
 

The Agency hopes tbis letter rcs-olvl's ;my concerns you rnay have with the Progr.zln1. Again, \\'e believe 
the overal r Program wi II secure significant water quality, v.'ater :;upply, cTlvlronmen{al and community 
bEnefits to the citizens of the gn.:akr Bakersfield area. The Program will also complement and 
supplement the exiSling the Kern River Pl1rkwilY Plan adupted by the City ofB;]kersficld in 1988 through 
c:o()pcrativc \v<)ler exchanges and groundvr'(Jkr recovt:ry tu keep the Kern River wet through the center of 
Bakersfield durillg lile peak recreationfll mOll1hs of Md.Y through September. Please contact Kane Totzke 
at (661) 634-1468 with any quo3tion, regarding tl1l5 maIler 

~ 
10m Clark
 

. General Manflger
 

D:\V,rPDOCS\.....ugOO\\lsfw::: ~c~pQll~e - jf~ .comm:::nlswpd 



GUJ!Y-I-. P ~ 
G <).J c)~·l f(. '.....,...X:lSofl 

California Regional 'Vater Qualit}' Control Board Q7~ 

Central Valley Region ·~iI.>j
~V 

IS1Gn H. Hield}"'!: Gr3}" Havis 
r:rrwr)'fol FreslJo Beanch orfifl~ tJCl'f'rnOT 

)'lr,:";mnlt(J,I [nl:;:mct .Adriress: htlp:li'.•",,,·w:;wrctJ.c"govI-n.'"qcb5 
l'rtJ!a: li,l!1 3614 ErlstAsllli.ln;l..vemle, FreSllQ, CaljfOII\I;'J 9372(i 

~'imnc (.559; ~45-)116· F.A.X (:')59) 44.5-5910 

RECEIVED ~ 

Mr_ Thomas N, Clark, General M31wgcr TNCO >C4VJ ,JWMD 23 August 2000
J~. 2_ -, ,-J..-o.A 0 

~ J'ttPKern County V/att.:r Agency 
JMB~ AUG2 5 7000 SH,qO

P. U. Box 53 GLBD . SMRD 

Bakersfield, CA 'I]J02-0058 ~FB hLO
 

Kern County Water Agency
 

SClI# 1000081017, KERN RIVER RESTORATIONAND HATER SUPPLY PROJECT, KERN COUNTY 

\Ve have revievled the Inilial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration to provide groundwater <md surface water 
allgmentations to the Kem River ~s it flows through the City of Bakersfield. The augmentations will occur 
during the summer months and be used for recreation. We understand that the project \\-'ill involve construction 

of new agricultural and urban \veILe;, modi fication of ex.isting water exchange facilities and, possibly, construction 
of all interconnection in the area of the Kenl River. 

Ir more than five acres will be di.slllrbcd, the cOflstnJction activities \\'ill be subject to regulatIon under the 
General Construction Activity Storm Water Permit, Stale \Vater Resources ContrQI Board Order No. 99-08M 
DWQ, National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System, General Permit No. CA000002 (general permit). A 
cnpy of the permit is enclosed, Before construction begins, a NDtice of Intent to comply with the permit mllst be 
~ubmitted to the State \Vater Resources Control Board at the address indicated in the permit, and a Staml Water 
Pollution Prevention PLan must be prepa.red_ Furtber information regarding the storm water program is available 
at the State Board web site a1 htlD;I!\.v\vv..:.,swrcb.c<,\,gov or you may cal[ Janna Bennett at (559) 445-6046. 

lIthe construction activities wiJl 11l\'oJvt: the disch;l[ge of dredged or fillllla1.crial into navigable waters or 

wctlands, a permit pursuant to Sectic)J\ 11tH o[tlle CJc-an \Vater Act may be neeue.d from the US Anny Corps of 

Engineers, fur mOre information, please call Kalhy Norton with the US Army Corps of Engineers at 

(916) 557-5260. 

I f a permit is needed frmn the US Army Carpe; of Engineers., cCl1itlcation of cooforrn,lfice \vith \vatcr quallt), 

st,wdards pursuant to Seclion 110 J of the Clean \~!atcr Act ,,',iill be needed. Enclosed is a summary of infonnation 

that we would need 10 consider a rcqllcst for water quallly certification. 

l[you have any questions, plcase call Betty 'ice o[this office ill (559) 4455128 

~/t~~ 
LUNN[E 111, WASS
 

Senior Enginee;r
 

ReB No, 38917
 

Enclosure 

California EJll'iro/l/llelltal Protectioll AgeTlcy 

~ R.:c-ydcd Paper 
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c.:omm.tJI'1~t"1 1:x-rV~lo.NneJ'lt P(02r.lJ11 ~rtJlle!lt2700 -M- STRE.t:T. SU1TE 1DO !:::ogineerlng &; S L.lIYHY Sef'Jlc~ ~r1ment 

BAKEPSf=lElD. \'-A S330V232..3 En...-tronmt:'otJ:! HC".]lth S'l'rvk;a~ l)('lYHUT;~ 

Phon.... : (G61) 862·8600 f');anuJnq D-:p.:n1mam 
FAX: (661 ~ 86:z...a-E;01 TTY Mol, t-JWQ-lJ.~;<:J;;:~ Tt-o:d-. Dc;:.::rtlnern 
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W{lb jU1d..~~... - ","""","".=..);wn.c3.Lr...Jpl;;mrJrJ<Jf.r:;l['">~ 

September 5, 2000 

Tom Clark, General Manager
 
Kcrn County Water Agency
 
P.O. Box 58
 
Bakersfield ell. 93302-0058
 

Rc: Initial Study - Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program 

Dear Mr. Clark: 

11lank you for the opportunity to whew the Initial Study for this project. The Planning D~1lartment 

has no cornrnent5 Orr this phose of the project Ifyou have any que;;tiorrs, please call Steve Strait at 
(661) 862-8643. 

Vcry truly yOUlS, 

TED JAMES, AlCP, Director
 
Kern County Planning Department
 

by Steve Strait, Associate Planner 
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State of California The Resources Agency 

MEMORANDUM 

To. Project Coordinator Date August31,20oo 
Resources Agency 

L'<"'S 

Me Thomas N. Clark, General Manager 
Kern County Water Agency 
P.O, Box 58 
Bakersfield, CA 93302-0058 

From'	 Department of Conservation 
Office of Governm"ntal a.nd Environmental Relations 

r5J ~ (G ~ 0 \\9 fE fIT 
lflll	 IIU
SEC I", 

STATE CLEARINGHOUSE 

Subject	 Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for the Kern River
 
Restoration and Water Supply Program, Kern CounlY - SCH #2000081017
 

The Department of Conservation's Division of Oil, Ga~ and Geothermal 
Resources (Division) has reviewed the initial study for the referenced project The 
Division supervises the drilling, mainlenance, and plugging and abandonment of 0'1, 
gas and geothermal wells in California We offer the following comments for your 
consideration. 

The proposed project area encompasses all, or a portion of the follOWing ojl 
fields: Bellevue, Canal, Canfield Ranch, Fru,tvale, Kern River, McClung, North Coles 
Levee, Strand, Stockdale and Ten Section~ There are (lumerous plugged and 
abandoned, producing and injection welts within or in proximity to Ih"se f'elds 
Proposed project construction includos water wolls, waler quality eXchange facilities, 
and facilities to enhance groundwater recharge and recovery~ The project also 
proposes mitigation measures ~uch as avoiding areas suspected to have hydrocarbon 
contamination and, where practical, avoiding interference with petfOleum pipelines and 
oilfield areas. 

In support of these proposed mitigation measures, Ihe DiviSIon recommends lhat 
the proposed construction projecls be plotted accurately on the appropriate Division 
maps, and submitted to the Division's Bakersfield office for review~ Upon receipt of the 
maps. the Division will provide locations of the :affected wells, Also based on our 
review of the maps, ttle Division will convey information to Ihe applicant on any 
applicable well woo, requirement~~ In addition. (he Division requests that these oilfield 
wells be plotted accurately on all future maps relaled to this proJect, and thai a legible 
copy of the final project map be submitted 10 the Division's l3akersfield office 

Finally, the Division dislrict office in Bakersfield must be nolif,ed if excavatiOn 
uncovers a previously plugged and abandoned well. If the well cal; be identified, ,(s 



7 49/ND ~80?02{)l)Q7 r 
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Mr. Thomas N Clark 
August 31, 2000 
Page 2 

abandonment will be reviewed at that time. If the well cannot be identified, remedial 
operations may be reqUired. 

Thank you for the oppOftunity to comment on the initial study and proposed 
negative declaration. If you have questions, or require technical assistance or 
information, please contact Jack Truschel at the Bakersfield district office· 4800 
SlOckdale Highway, Suite 417, Bakersfield, CA 93309; or, phone (661) 322~031 You 
may also call me at (916) 445-8733. 

cc Jack Trusch"t 
Division of Oil, Gas. and Geothermal Resources, Bakersfield 

Linda Campion 
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, Sacramento 



BEFORE THE BOidZD OF DlRlCI ORS 

orlHE 

KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY 

In the Matter of:
 
DETERMINATIONS AND FINDINGS •
 
WITH RESPECT TO THE • 
KERJ\' RlVER RESTORiUJON AND • 
AND WATER SUPPLY PROGRAM * 

L Pam Bosworth, Secretary of the Board of Directors to the Kern COllnty Water Agency, of the 

County of Kern, State ofCaJifornia, do hereby certify that the following resolution proposed by Director 

_-'-R"'a"'d"o"-n'-.-__and seconded by Dircetor__-'G"'a<-'r-'n"e--'t,O-t'---__, was duly passed and adopted by said Board 

of Directors at an official meeting hereof this 2tkday of__~S"'e"1PLtkle2mllib"'e"'r'--__, 2000, by the following 

vote, to wit: 

Ayes: Garnett, Radon, Rogers, Mathews &Starrh 

Noes: None 

Absent: Frick &LUndq~ 

RESOLUTION NO 59-00 

WHEREAS, the Board of Directors (the "Board") of the Kern County Water Agency (the 

lTAgency") has had prepared, circulated and presented to it, and has reviewed and considered an Initial Study'. 

Environmental Checklist, dated July 27, 2000, "nd a proposed Negative Declaration (Exhibit "A") attached 

thereto, all pertaining to the Kern River Restoration and V/atcr Supply ProQram, and 

WHEREAS, the Agency has received comments from several responsible agencies and interested 

parties and incorporated those comments, together with the Agencis response to those comments;> 1n the 

appendix of the Negative Declaration; and 



\\'HEREAS, the Agency has incorporated into and madi.: pari or lile N~ga!j\,'e Declaratiol1, :l 

Mitigation, Mont1oringand Reporting Program that. satisl~lctorily addresses the Federal and State Fnd:1llgcrcd 

Species Act, lnjury to Rights of Legal Users of \Vater and \\'aler Quality issuEs: and 

\VJ-IEREAS, in recognition of tile Agency securing the S2J million grant pursu:mt to Proposition 13, 

the Agency will continue to work with the Member Units and other local water districts to acguire additional 

grants and loans for the purpose of constructing water supr1y and/or water management facilities in Kern 

County. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Agency as 

follows: 

The Board hereby finds and determines that the foregoing recitals, are true and correct. 

l.	 SectiOtl L Revic,,,, of Evidence 

The Board has reviewed and considered the contents of the Initial Study and proposed 

Negative Declaration, the presentation to the Board made by staff pertaining to same, and 

the comments received from the public both during a public hearing conducted by the Board 

on September 7, 2000 and received during the required environmental rcviev.' period~ and 

2.	 Section 2. Approval of Negalive Declaration 

Based upon the afore-described evidence, the Board hereby finds; 

a) that there is no substantial evidence that the Kern River Restoration and \Vater 

Supply Prooram with the mitigation measures provided therein will have a 

signifjcant effect on the envirollment; 

b)	 that the mitigation measures thcn:il1 are incorporated within the scope of the 

project, and the project as defined will not have a significant effect on the 

environment. Therefore, in accordance with such findings, the Board approves the 

Negative Declaration submitted in conjunction with the Initial Study and hereby 

Page 2 



cJirecls staff tu prep,1r(;, .and file ;l I'<otice of Determination (in the form attclc]ll'd 

hereto as Exhihil "B ") in compliance ,\ith the Califumia bl"irolltllemal Quality Act 

(Publ ic Resources Code Sections 21000, Cl seq): and 

3.	 Section 3, Finding oeNa Impact On \ViJdlife 

The Board hereby further linds that, whcTI considering the record as a whole, there 

is no substantial evidence before the Board that the proposed Project will have 

potential for an adverse effect on \vildlife resOurces or the habitat upon \vhich the 

wildlife depends on, As such, the 130ard directs the General manager 10 sign a 

Certificate of a De Minimis Impact Finding exempting payment of the $1,250 

Department ofFish and Game fee (in the form attached hereto as Exhibit "C"), If 

subsequent information becomes avai lable indicating potential impacls to Federal 

and State listed or sensitive species as defined under the State and Federal 

Endangered Species Act, the Agency will comply with all mandatory State and 

Federal laws. 

4.	 Section 4, Mitigation. I\1onitoring and Reporting Program 

The Boa.rd hereby incorporates the Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program 

(in the form attached hereto as Exhibit "D") (0 address concerns with local water 

districts regarding water usc, distribution of benefits and water quality. 

5.	 Section 5, Continued efforts to\\/ards securing Prorosition j 3 funds 

The Board hereby directs staff to continue working, In a timely manner, witb 

Member Units and other focal Kern COUllt).! Wflter districts lo\vards maxim izing the 

acquisition additional Proposition 13 grants and loans for local water supply 

projects and/or other water management projects as deemed appropriate by the 

General manager. 

Page 3 



.EXHIBIT A 

KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
 
PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION
 

This is prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), I and the 
State CEQA Guidelines, '. 

NAME OF PROJECT: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program 

PROPOSED PROJECT LOCATION. The Project is primarily located along the Kern River 
corridor frorn the prOjected extension of Haley Street on the east side, to the California 
Aqueduct on the west end, and south and west of Bakersfield in the unincorporated 
portiol1 of the county alol1g the Cross Valley Canal al1d Arvin-Edison Canal and 
including other local water conveyance facilities. Also, see attached Project location 
maps, 

DESCRlPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT: Summary, Project proposes to provide 
significant water quality, water supply. environmental and community benefits for the 
metropolitan Bakersfield area and a broad range of Kern County water users through 
the coordinated implementation of a number of program components including the: (1) 
acquisition of the Lower Kern River water right (Lower Right), i,e., Hacienda/Garces 
pre~1914 water right, including associated Lake Isabella Storage: (2) Purchase of land 
from Castle and Cooke California, Inc, for additional recharge and recovery facilities: 
(3) construction of 12 new water Ag recovery wells and enough Urban wells to achieve 
a maximum flow capacity of 60 cfs; and (4) Construction of water exchange facilities 
and modification of the Pool 1 portion of the Cross Valley Canal 

Expanded Description. See Initial Study for Proposed Project, attached, 

FINDINGS WfUCH SUPPORT NEGATlVE DECLARATlON: After making an assessment 
of the possible impacts of the proposed Project and reviewing an Initial Study dated 
July 27,2000, the Board of Directors of the Kern County Water Agency has determined 
that the proposed Project as presented will not have any significant effect on the 
environment, either directly or indirectly. 

n~ITlAL STUDY: A copy of the Initial Study and environmental checklist prepared by 
Agency staff, dated July 27, 2000, is attached. 



EXHIBIT A
 

MITIGATION MEASURES, Mitigation measures which have been incorporated into the 
proposed Project to avoid potentially significant environmental effects are as follows, 

1,	 Throughout the term of the proposed Project, Project water quality, 
groundwater monitoring, and groundwater recharge losses will be 
consistent with the Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Operation 
and Monitoring of the Kern Water Bank Groundwater Banking Program, 
dated October 26, 1995, and consistent with the Operation and Monitoring 
Procedure for the Pioneer Project, dated May 28, 1998, 

2,	 Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located to 
avoid areas suspected to have hydrocarbon contamination, and to the 
extent practical, not to interfere with oil (crude or refined) or natural gas 
pipelines or other sensitive oilfield areas, 

3.	 Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located to 
minimize potential impacts to the Agency's Cross Valley Canal. 

4.	 A mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program (attached as Exhibit C) 

CONTACT PERSON. TELEPHONE NUMBER: Mr, Thomas N. Clark, General Manager, 
Kern County Water Agency, P.O Box 58, Bakersfield, CA. 93302; (661 )·634·1400, If 
you require additional information regarding this proposed Project, please contact Mr. 
Kane Totzke, Kern County Water Agency, (661) 634·1468; e-mail: kane@kcwacom 

Thomas N Clark, General Manager	 Date 

L Public Resources Code, Section 2100, et seq. 

2. Title 14, Division 6, California Administrative Code, as amended. 
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GIZOLn'.jD\\'I~,T[R krp 

September 7, 2000 

Ms. Karen Fowler 
Office of the Governor 
Office of Planning and Research 
State Clearinghouse 
P.O. Box 3044 
Sacramento, Ca 95812-3044 

RE:	 SCH # 20000810 \7 - Notice of Determination and De Minim,s 
[mpaci Finding 

Dear Ms. Fowler: 

Transmitted herein arc the Kern County Water Agency's (Agency) "Notice of 
Determination" and a "California Departmenl ofFish and Game Certificate of 
Fee Exemption -De Mirrimis Impact Finding" for the Kern River Restoration 
and Water Supply Program Negative Declaration. The Agene.y Board of 
Directors took action to adopt the Negative Declaration al a meeting held on 
September 7, 2000. The De Minimis Impact finding exempts the Agency 
from the $1,250 filing fee Please contact Kane Totzke at 661-634-1468 with 
any questions regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

Tom Clark 
General Manager 

enclosures 

ce:	 Office oflhe County Clerk (Kern) 

MaihngAddre.ss~ 

P.O.Bm 58
 
B.kmfidd. CA 93302-0058
 

Pl.onc, 661/634·1400
 
fa",661/634·1428
 



EXHIBIT B 

CEQA Notice of Determination 

To: ;>; Office of Planning and Research From: Kern County Waie, I~gency 

1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 PO Box 58 
Sacramento, CA 95814 3200 RID Mlrad;:j Drive 

Bakersfield, CA 93302 

o County Clerk 
County of Kern 
1115 Truxton Ave., 1s1 Floor 
Bakersfield, CA 93301-4639 

Subject: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public Resources Code_ 

Project Title: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program 

State Clearinghouse Number: SCH #2000081017 
(If submitted to Clearlnghouse) 

Lead Agency: Kern County Water Agency 
Contact PersOrL Thomas N_ Clark, General Manager 
Telephone: (661) 634-1400 

Project location: See attached Negative Declaration. 
(include county) 

Project Description: See attached Negative Declaration. 

This is to advise that an September 7. 2000, the Kern County Water Agency (as lead agency) approved tile project (more particularly 
iescrrbed in the attached Negatiile Declaration) and has determined thJI no addlhonal environmental review is required 

A.n lnihi31 Sludy and Subsequent Negative Declaration with findings were prepared for the Agency's recent action pursuant to the 
::>roVtSiOflS of CEQA Guidelines sections 15070 through 15075 concluding that no additional environmental review is required. The 
,ecent action will not have any significant effect on the environment. Mitigation measures were made a condition of the Agency's 
recent 8ction on the project A Siatement of Overriding Considerations was nol adopted in connection with the Agency's recent action 
'In this project. 

This is to certify that the Initial Study with comments and responses and record of project approval is available to the general public at
Kern County Water Agency, P.O. Box 58.3200 Rio Mirada Drive, Bakersfield, Kern County, CA 93302 

Signature, _~ ~__~ _ 
Thomas N. Clark, General Manager, Kern County Water Agency 

:Jale _ 

)ate received fOJ filing at OPR:, _ 



EXHIBITC
 

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
 

CERTIFICATE OF FEE EXEMPTION 

Dc Minimis Impact Finding 

Project Title: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program 

Location: Kern River Corridor area, fromMetropolitan Bakersfield to the 
California Aqueduct, Kern County 

Project Description: This project will generate broad local water supply, environmental 
and community benefits, and targeted drinking water quality 
benefits within the metropolitan Bakersfield area. 
The Project consists of the four components, generally described 
below. 

1.	 Acquisition of the Kern River lower water right; 
2	 Construction of enough urban area wells to achieve a flow capacity of 

about 60 cfs; 
3.	 Construction of water conveyance exchange facilities; 
4.	 Construction and acquisition of local facilities to enhance groundwater 

recha rge and recovery opportunities. 

Findings of Exemption: 

1.	 The project consists of water right transfer and minimal construction and/or 
modification of water transfer and exchangc facilities. 

2	 The lead agency has no evidence before it, including the infonnation in the lnitial 
Study and comments of appropriate revlewing agencies, to indicate that the 
proposed project could have any potential for adverse effcus on fish and wildlife 
resuurCes_ 

Certification: 

I hereby certify that the public agency has made the above fmding(s) and that the project wiHnot 
individually or cumulatively have an adverse efrect on wildlife resources, as defined in Section 
712 of the Fish and Game Code. 

Date: September 7, 2000 Local Lead Agency: Kern County Water Agency 

Title' General Manger Manager 



EXHIBIT 0
 

MITIGATION, MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM
 

OVERVIEW 

Comments received on the Proposed Negative Declaration regarding the Kern 

River Program highlight a significant feature of the design of the program: the program has been 

designed and will be implemented to comply with all aspects of existing law. Important laws with 

which the project has been designed to comply are the Federal Endangered Species Act, State 

Endangered Species Act, and a variety oflaws and regulations governing water quality and 

impacts on legal users of water. While compliance with such laws and regulations is an integral 

feature of the program, the Agency understands that some cntities would prefer a formal 

acknowledgment of intended compliance as a fonn of mitigation, and appropriate monitoring and 

reporting. Accordingly, the Agency agrees to clarify the following mitigation measures which are 

part of the program as designed and adopt appropriate monitoring and reporting measures. 

MONITORING & REPORTING FOR DESIGNED MITIGATION ELEMENTS 

1.	 ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Federal and State Endangered Species Aet 

(a)	 Program Design: 

The program has been designed to avoid any impact On known endangered or 

threatened species, federal or state, or other species of concern. In the first 

instance, the program has been designed to have an extremely small footprint of 

disrupted land in the construction of facilities. Additionally, the facility 

construction \vill occur primarily on existing highly cultivated famJland or highly 

maintained rights of way in which it is unlikely that such species or their habitat 

\vill be encountered. Further, care will be utilized to have such locations examined 

by personnel knowledgeable in the identification of endangered and threatened 



species and their habitat to ensure the avoidance of any impact. Tn the unlikely 

event that unavoidable impacts are encountered, the Agency will comply fully 'Nllh 

Federal and State Endangered Species Acts to ensure that such impacts are 

mitigated to insignificance. 

In summary, the Agency commits to full compliance with both Federal and State 

Endangered Species Act requirements. While nO impact On such species is 

contemplated due to the design of the program, any unexpected impacts will be 

handled in full compliance with federal and state Jaw 

(b)	 Monitoring & Reporting: 

The General Manager is hereby directed to provide knowledgeable staff assistance, 

and consultants where required, to monitor the progress of construction and 

implementation to ensure compliance with federal and state endangered species 

laws and regulations. 

(1)	 During the construction phase of the program, the General Manager shall 

report to the Board on a quarterly basis regarding the following: 

(i)	 The identification, if any, of any potentially impacted federal or 

state threatened or endangered species. 

(ii)	 Specification of all measures taken to avoid any impact on such 

species or on the habitat of such species. 

(iii)	 Where impact proves to be unavoidable, whether a project 

component was abandoned or whether sufficient mitigation 

meaSUreS were utilized to reduce the level of impact to 

insignificance. 

(2)	 After construction, the Ge[]eral Manager shall include in annual reports to 

the Board the following: 

(i)	 Whether any potential significant impacts on federal or state 

endangered or threatened species have been identified, and 

(ii)	 What measures have been taken to reduce such potential impacts to 



insignificance 

2.	 ADOPTED l\UTIGATION ELEMENT: Injury to Rights of Legal Users of Water 

and Facilities '< 

(a)	 Program Design: 

The program is designed to ensure that all water and facilities utilized by the 

program are obtained with full protection of the rights of existing legal users. Full 

compensation will be provided by the Agency where such rights oflegal users of 

water or facilities are impaired, and absent such compensation such rights oflegal 

users will not be impaired. This extends to the legal users of ground water as the 

program has been designed to avoid significant impact on such users. In the event 

of disputes regarding the existence of such impacts, the Agency will submit such 

disputes to the previously established Kern Fan Monitoring Committee for 

handling under established rules. 

(b)	 Monitoring and Reporting: 

The General Manager shall include in an annual report to the Board a report on the 

following items of concern: 

(1)	 The alleged occurrence of any impact on the rights of legal users of water 

or facilities, including any alleged impacts on groundwater; 

(2)	 The measures utilized to investigate such alleged impacts; 

(3)	 The results of such investigation; 

(4)	 The measures utilized to avoid impacts to such rights oflega! users, or the 

measures utilized to reduce such impacts to insignificance. 

3.	 ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Water Quality 

(a)	 Program n"sign: 

The program is designed to avoid any potential adverse impacts on water quality. 

Utilization of the water rights acquired under the program will not significantly 

differ in water quality impacts from the existing uses of such water. The intent of 



the program is to secure the benefits ofKem River water quality for drinking 

water quality and Kern County. The program will be operated to avoid significant 

adverse impact on the water quality available to any legal user of water. 

(b)	 Monitoring and Reporting: 

The General Manager shall include in an annual report to the Board of Directors 

the following items: 

(1)	 A statement regarding the water quality status of the program during the 

pnor year; 

(2)	 An identification of all problem areas encountered, ifany, and the measures 

taken to avoid any significant adverse impact on the water quality of any 

legal user of water. 

GENERAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS 

The annual report referred to herein shall be prepared under the direction of the 

General Manager and a registered engineer of the State ofCalifomia, in consultation with 

individual(s) knowledgeable in the identification of endangered or threatened species and their 

habitats. The report may include additional operational, and economic data of interest to the 

community, but at a minimum shall contain the information specified above as required elements 

of the report. 
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__0 r; ALLDTom Clark, General Manager 

Kern County Wat~;I;gencyKern County Water Agency 
P. O. Box 58
 
Bakersfield, California 93302-0058
 

RE: Kern River Restoration & Water Supply project 

Tom: 

The District has several comments in regard to the recharge basins 
that would be constructed as part of this proposed project. 

During years when groundwater recharge operat.ions were being 
conducted, lt would not be feasible to treat these basins by 
aircraft if they produced mosquitoes because of the proximity of 
residential areas and heavily-traveled roads (i.e Stockdale, Buena 
Vista, Allen). During the last couple of years when performing 
mosquito control operations, the District' s airp~ane pilot has 
encountered increasing numbers of joggers, bikers, horseback 
riders, etc. in the "2800" and the other recharge areas west of 
Allen Road. These new basins will, also, attract simi~ar 

attention by the pUblic. 

Ideally, vegetation in the basins would be managed in a manner that 
would allow'the control of the aquatic stage of mosquitoes through 
the use of mosqui tofish. Due to t.he size of these basins, 
treatment by ground rigs spraying around the perimeter would be 
ineffective. The use of insecticides in areas frequented by the 
public is a real challenge these days due to the increasingly 
negative reaction by people to pesticide usage in general. 

Hopefully, 
basins are 

these concerns will be considered by the Agency when the 
constructed. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Rob Quiring 

Dist.rict Manager 
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August 20,2000 

Mr Rob Quiring, District Nranager
 

Kern Mosquito and Vector Control District
 
4705 Allen Road
 
Bakersfield, CA 93312
 

RE:	 Response to letter regarding CEQA compliance for tbe Kern River 

Restoration and Water Supply Program 

Dear Mr. Quiring 

Thank you for your letter dated August J, 2000 responding to the Kern County 
Water Agency's (Agency) [nittal Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for the 
Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program (Program)_ The Agency has 
reviewed your concernS expressed in the letter and outlined below is the Agency's 
rcsponse_ 

Under the Pragram , two (2) recharge ponds (10 acre and 5 ane) art proposed for 
construction, both located just east of Allen Road and ne3f the Kern River Stockdale 
Higbway bridge. A proposed 40 acre to SO acre Soccer field to be constructed may 
be used for groundwater recharge in the wettest years on the Kern River. This 
proposed field is also located east of Allen Road and north of the Kern River near 
the Stockdale bridge. Ti,e recbarge ponds will be operated very Sllnliar to the 
Truxtun Lake recharge ponds owned by the City of Baker-sfleld, \).,.'hich we 
understand have not crc(jted a mosquito concern to the surmunding cDmmunity. The 
Soccer field will probably be operated by the North of the River hrks and 

Recreation District under an arrallgcl1lent with thc City ofBakersl1cld. The two 

recharge ponds may be jointly managed by the Agency's Improvement District No_ 4 
and the City of Rakersfield' s \Vater Resources Dep3rtmcnL The rech'lfgt ponds and 
Soccer field are planned as part of a community park under a residentia! and 
comrnerci.:d development proposed by Castle and Cooke California, Inc. 

As with orhcr existing recharge b~1sins under the Agency's control, \",,'C do not 

anticipate any concerns \vith mosquitoes ,ho\~iever, we \",·ill comply with any 
applicable regulations and cooperate with your District to address any concerns you 
may have, should any arise at some future time. Please conlacl Kane Totzke at (661) 
634-1468 with any questions regarding this matter. 

Sincerely, 

~~ 
Tom Clark
 
General Manger
 

http:�.'.'.'..'.'..�


United States Department of the Interior RECEIVED 
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FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE ~t:_<" \ DWMD 

Sac.,mento Fish and Wildlife Office ,jMaGf"'r<" NIP 0 
2800 Cottage Way, W-2605 GLB 0 AUG 2 1 2000 SHR 0 

Saaamenlo, California 95815	 I:.W~~ SMR 0 , 0	 ALLO 
Kern County Water Agency

IN Rfl'i,Y JtEfER TO if--r1-1-00-TA-2553 

August 14, 2000 

Mr. Thomas N. Clark. General Managcr
 
Kern County Water Agcncy
 
p,o. Box 58
 
Bakersfield, California 93302-0058
 

Subject:	 California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Compliance for the Kern 
River Restoration and Water Supply Program, Kern County, California 

Dear Mr. Cl ark: 

This;s in response to your July 27, 2000, Jetter concerning the Initial Study and Proposed Draft
 
Negative Declaration for the Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program in Kern County,
 
California. We understand from the materials enclosed with your letter that some of the property
 
proposed for development is inside, and some is outside the boundaries of the Metropolitan
 
Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). We appreciate your efforts to provide water in the
 
river channel for a greater part of the year, and we agree that this will enhance riparian vegetation
 
and could provide habitat for some protected species in an area where they historically oceorred,
 
such as the least Bell's vireo (Vireo bellii pusifllls) and southwestern willow flycatcher
 
(Empidonax lraillii extimlls).
 

1 
_We expect that some parts oftlle project will occur within the boundaries of the Metropolitan
 
Bakersfield HCr, and lhat fees will be paid into the habit~t compensation funeD We think tbis
 
should be mentioned in thc Negative Declaration, as it is a mitigation under CEQA for effects on
 
protected species, We are concerned about the effects of portions of the project outside the
 
Metropolitan Bakersfield HCr On San Joaquin kit foxes (VIl/pes macrolis mutica), Tipton
 
kangaroo rats (Dipodomys nitratoides l1itraloides), and blunt-nosed leopard lizards (Gambelia
 
SilIlS), which are protected under the Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act).
 
The map of the project mentions potential agricultural and urban area well sites, and installation
 
ofreeharge ponds on an 80-acre parcel now belonging to Castle and Cooke. Kit fox are known
 
to forage on, and disperse across natural land, fallow land, farmland in roW crops, and grazing
 

7-. -Jaii(r. Any construction of structures on fannland, fallow land, grazing land, or natural land likely 
will require compensation under the Act. No indication is given of the present land uses and 



Mr. Thomas N. Clark 2 

project footprints for portions of the project outside the MB Her, so we cannot provide an 
ndequate evaluation at this lime. 

Section 9 of the Act and its Implementing regul31ions prohibit the "take" of federally listed fish 
and wildlife species. Take is defined by the Act as "to harass, harm, pursue, hWlt, shoot, wound, 
kill, trap, capture, or collect" any listed wildlife species. "Harm" in this definition includes 
significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or injures wildlife, by 
significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding, or sheltering 
(50 CFR § 17.3). 

"! Take incidental to an otherwise lawful activity may be authorized by one of two procedurcs. If a 
Federal agency is involved with the permitting, funding, or carrying out of the project, then 
initiation of fomlal consultation betwec;; that agenc), and the Service pursuant to section 7 of the 
Act is required if it is detennined thnt the proposed project will adversely affect a listed species. 
Such a consultation would result in a biological opinion that addresses the anticipated cffects of 
the project to the listed species and may authorize a limited level of incidental take! If a Federal 
agency is not involved with the project, and a listed species rna)' bc taken as a result of the 
project, then an incidental take pernlil pursuant to section 10(a)(I)(B) oftlle Act should be 
obtained. The Service may issue a pennit upon completion of a satisfactory Hep for the listed 
species that would be subject to take as a result of the project. Applicants approved by the 
Service and the Califomia Department ofFish and Game, as applicable, may satisfy the Act by 
buying credits and obtaining incidental take authority through the Kcm Water Bank HCP and 
Master Pem,it. 

While the Metropolitan Bakersfield Hcr is not applicable to portions of thc project outside its 
borders, it sets a precedent in Kern County for providing endangered species compensation for 
conversion of fannland to buildings and other structures. For example, we worked with the Kem 
CQUIlty Planning Department in the development ofthe compensation measures that were 
required for the Rio Bravo Tomato Company plant, which was sited on row crop fannland. 

We appreciate you contacting us about your proposed project. We would appreciatc receiving 
mOre detailed information about the project concerning proposed construction locations and 
footprints, related access roads ifany, and schedule. Thank you for your interest in conserving 
thrcatened and endangered species. Please contact Susan Jones or Peter Cross at (916) 414-6600 
ifyou have all)' questions about this letteL 

Sincerely, 

J(~ ~ 

KarenQ-MilIcr 
Chief, Endangered Species Division 



3 !VIr: Thomas N. Clark 

ee:	 Andy Gordu$, CDFG, Fresno, California 
Steve Strait, Kern County Planning Department 
Cheryl Flarding, Kern Water Bank Authority 
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GR(jlJ";T1WATFR K<ern River Progr":lm 

Augusl 29,2000 

Ms. Susan Jones 
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service 
2800Cottage Way, W-2605 
Sacramento, CA 95825 

RE	 Response to lctter regarding CEQA compliance for the Kern River 
Restoration and Water Supply Program 

Dear Ms. Jones' 

Thank you for your letter dated Augusl21, 2000 responding to the Kern County 
Water Agency's (Agency) Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for the 
Kern River Restoration and \Vater Supply Program (Program) \Ve concur with the 
U.S_ Fish and \Vildlife Scn'ice's (Service) statement that tlle Program as proposed 
I"vill prOVide en\'ironmental benefits to the local environment: the Agency believes 
the Pmgram is an opportunity to secure environmental local bcneu(s along the Kern 
River c-orridor for wi Idlife and the C;Qmmun i1y of Bakersfield. 

In re$ponse to the Service l S concern regarding participation in the 1Y'1etropolitan 
Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), the Agency plans to comply with any 
regulations inch.Jding tbose requiring participation in payment of habitZl( management 
fees, where opplicable_ We note however that,tlle Program fac:ilitics proposed for 
modification and/or con:;tnJction taking place withir) the lYletropolitan Bakersfield 
Her are projects less than ten (I 0) acres in size undertaken for strictly public 
purposes and therefore exempt from the llabitat l\1anagement Fees, pursuant to the 

City of Bakersfield Ordinance 3556. 

Other Program f3Cilitics, as dtstribed in the: InitIal Study and proposed Negative 
Declara'ion may occur on active farmland ov-.'nc-d by the Agency, on well maintained 
right-of-ways owned by the Agency or other local water districts. These proposed 
facilities. Ivill have a very small footprint or permaneIltly disturbed land, e.g., less 
than l/)Oth ofarl acre disturbance per well site, in areas devoid ofspec:ics subject to 
the Federal Endangered Species Act. furthermore, since no take ofthrcateI1ed or 
e:nd:li1gered :species \vill occur due to construction of facilitie:s on farrnland, fallow 
land, grazing land or na!:u[C}lland, Ihe Agency belieVES nO incidental take permit ur 
compensation is required for the Prograrn. The Agency will~ of COLJrse o complyr with 
the regulations if avoidance of impacts IS not feasible_ 

M.a:ilingAddress; 
P.O. Box58 

Bakmfield, CA 93302·0058
 
Phone' 6611634-1400
 
Fax,661/634·1428
 



l'v15. Sus.an Jones 
U_S_ Fish ::md \Vildlj1e Service 
August 29, 2000 
Page 2 

The Agency hopes this letter resolves any concerns you may have with the Program, Again, we believe 
the overaH Program will secure significant water quality, water surp[y~ environmental and community 
benefits to the citizens of the greater Bakersfield area The Program will also complement and 
supplement the existing the Kern River Parkway Plan adopted hy the City of Bakersfield in 1988 through 
cooperative water exchanges and groundwater recovery to keep the Kern River wet through the center Df 
Bakersfjeld during the peak recreational months of May through September. Please contact Kane Totzke 
at (661) 634-] 468 with any questions regarding this matter. 

~ 
Tom Clark
 
General Manager
 

D:\\VPDOCS\AugOO\usf..v~response - jfs- comrnents.wpd 
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1C--~2_Bakersfield, CA 93302-0058 LWFB P-LLO 
I1.J"'- hKern County Water Agel1cy 

J'ClJ # 2000081017, KERN RiVER RESTORATION AND WATER SUPPLY PROJECT, KER1V COWVTY 

'Ale have reviewed the Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration to provide groundv·..ater and surface- water 

augmentations to the Kern River as it flows through the City of BakersfLeld. The augmentations will occUr 

during the Summer months and be used fOf rccreation_ We understand that the project will involve construction 

lfne\v agricultural and urban wells, modification of existing water exchange fa.cilities and, possibly, construction 

of an interconnection in the area of the Kern River. 

f more than fLve acres: will be disturbed, the construction activities \vill be subject to regulation under the 

General ConstructIon Activity Storm \Vater Permit, State \Vater Resources Control Board Order No. 99-08
T)WQ, National Pollulaol Dlscharge Elimination System, General Permit No CA000002 (general pemlit)~ A 
:opy of the permit is enclosed Before: constructiDn begins, a Notice of Intent to cDmply vvith the permit must be 

submitted to the State Water Resources Control Board at the address indicated in the permit, and a Staml Water 

Dollution Prevention Plan must be prepared. Further information regarding the storm water program is available 
It the Stale Board web site at: hl1g;(("'\\"W5wrcb~ca~gov Or you may c311 Jarm3 Dennelt at (559) 445-G046~ 

'T tIle constmction 3ctivitics will invol ve the discharge of dredged o. fill matenal into navigable ,vaters or 

vetland" a permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act may be needed from tht US Army Corps of 

Engineers_ For morc infom1ation, please ca 11 Katll)' N orton with the US !nmy CoqJS of Engineers at 
'916) 557-5260 

If.CJ pemlit is needed from the US Army Corps ofEngin.ccrs, certification of conformance \.... ith water quality
 
.;tandmds pursuanl: to Seclion401 orthe Clean \V<J.lL:r Act wil1lJe necded_ Enclosed is a summary of infonnatiuo
 

hat \ve would need to consider a request for water qualit)! cer1ificatioIl.
 

fyou have any questions, please call Betty Yee of this offiee at (559) 445-512S~ 

LONNIE M WASS 

Senior Engineer 

R.CE No~ 38917 

Enclosure 

California Efll'irorl/llelltal Protection Agency 

~J Recycled Paper 
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To: H~RH CD WnTER AGENCY From: Bakersfield Califoru 67/31/66 Page: 6El2 
mber: 376048, Publication: TBC, Magnification: 2X Tile 1-1 

(InN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
 
'rJTICE Of INTENT TO ADUFI'
 

NEGATIVE DECLARATION
 
[lU confirm CEQA G\lidellnrs~ec
 

(ion 15072 detcnninationl
 

, ~uant to the Calliomia £nvi·
 
DIllTlental Quality Ad and CEQA
 

"delines, the Rem COtUltv \Vater
 
:I1Cj' herel]J provides notice of
 

:, intmt to adopt a Negative Drc

ration pursuant to CEQA Guide·
 

's ~eetion IS 072 for the fol 
j __·ing: 

Name of Project Rem River Res

Ition and Water Supply Pra

II 

:. f'roject Lead Agency and SpOIl'
 
Te Kem CAJunty Water Agency.
 

. Box 58. 3200 Rio Mirad~ 
J.. ve. Bakersfield CA 93302
"158. Contact person: Thomas N. 

rk General Manager. 661-634

JO.
 

:. Project Description: Project 
nposes to provide signiflcdnt wa· 

l}nality, water supply, envi
GumentaJ and comlllunitv bene· 

s for the metropoHtan 
Efsfiel d area and a broad range 

" Kern County water users 
hrol\gh the coordinated imple

"'ltation of a numuer of program 
Ipouents including: (1) acquisi· 

iULl of the Lower Rem River water 
'"ht (Lower Ri;:;htl. ie.. Baci· 

a/Garces pre 1914- water right. 
"I uding associated Lake Isabella 
,torage: (2) Purchase of land from

-tlc and Cooke (.aliIomia, Inc., 
additional recharge and rr.cov

~rv factlities; (3) constmction of 
. ;; new water Ag recovery wells 

construction of enough mban 
H _1 wells to achieve a flow capac
tv of about 60 ds; and (4) Con

tetion of watn exchange fadli· 
.. aml modificatioll of the Pool 1 
Jortion of the Cra-IS Valley Canal. 
- 1r nlnTP inform OJHnn C'nnf'PITlincf 



To: HER" CO Wfl TER f)bEIIC'l Fro.. : Bdkersf ieJd La 1if Drll If?J31/E1B Page: HE!3 
Tils 1·2, 

VL .I.LV.'- .l&"u'U'-"H.l.Ll.LLVL..l L'LJ'.LJ.L .......... J. ...... .L[."
 

-, r project. see tilE Kern County 
ter Agency Environmental Im
Study FOIm [for CEQ\ Guide

n~s section 150/2 DeteJ1nilla
"11 dated July n, 2000 (the 

ltial Smdv'), which is available 
:" review' and copying during 
'gular business hours at the 

ncy office at tile above address. 
1lIpo~e and explanation of Ini

al Study. TIle Agency has pre
-ed the Initial Study in order to 
~TIllille whether the approval 

uu implementation of the project 
described in tile Initial Study 
~ have a significant effect Oil the 

L ironment under CEQ". Guide· 
Ties section 15063. The Kern 
-er Restoration and Water Sup

_ Program is intended to provide 
ignificant water quality, water 
nply. environmental and com

o.ity benefits for the rnetropoli
l~ Bakersfield area and a broad 
'uge of Kern County water users. 

: Agency has determined, in 
, It of tile record as a whole, there 
1 no substantial e,idencc that the 
"jed may have a significant cf· 

all the environment. 
. hoj cd Location: The Project is 
"~ated in the City of Bakersfield 

Ilarily located along the Kem 
. cr corridor from the projected 
>..tension of Haley Street on thc 

d ~idc, to the C~liromia Ague
t Oll tile west end. and south 

l.lu west of Bakersfield in the un· 
~::-olporated portion of the county 

19 the Cross Valley Canal and 
, in-Edison Canal (see maps at
lChed to Initial Study); 

Droposed FindirJg: The Agency 
,rtl of Directors has reviewed 

b.e proposed proj ert. Initial Study. 
-mill ents received on the pro· 

al to adopt this Negative Decla-
LOll aud other document> and 
1f?rmat!ol\ fr?m "A~~no/ _staff. 



KERtl CO WATER AGEtlCY FroM: Ba~er$field Californ 
Tile 1.3 

07/31/00 Page: BIB 

I Ule basIs 01 Ull~ llllonrld ~ 

td thr wIlDie record LJdnr~ 

. hereby finds and deter 
a~ follows: (a) The Initial 
~lHI NegativE DpclarJiion rt'~ 

genLj"S independent .iudg~ 
"~11 d analysis; and (b) mHi 
II rasures have been indu ded 
:ce to less than significa.nt 
)tmtial environmental ef

)f the project and nothing 
~ is rEquired. 'This Negative 
uion confirms thi> conclu~ 

i ill Study: A copy of the IIri
udy is either attached 0 r 
.Ie for public review at the 
r office at the above address. 
~ ltion of Background Docu· 
The Initial Study. notice of 
to adopt Negative Declara
comments on the Initial 
and other dOOlments con

,; this project are OIl file and 
Jle for public review at the 

office at the above address. 
'mcy Board Secretary (same 

8) is the custodian of the 
"51ts that constitute the rec
]ro~eedings upon which the 

In in'this matter is based. 
iblic Review: Pursuant to 

Guideline section IS lOS. 
comments on this proposal 

Jpt a Negative Declaration 
, received by the Agency at 
JVe address beginning July 

)00 and cnding September 1, 
~ The Agency Board of Direc~ 

expected to consider the 
H1 of the Negative Dccl ara 

t a public meeting scheduJ ed 
··lfsday. September 7, 2000 

i p.nL, at tile AgeuC}Js officc 
a110 VI:" al1dress. 
Jal signcd onJuly 27, 2000 

s N_ Clark 
] Manager 

::Ounty Water Agency 
- 5.200013760481 



KERN COUNTY 
WATER AGENCY 

----~-~~--

}..,11=}1\OE/\I< DiJ,1, \jl.h,.)il 

GROUNDWATEH I'innl'er 

TO:	 Water Management Committee 
Agcnda Itcm No.5 

FROM: John Stovall/Kane Totzke 

DATE:	 July 27. 2000 

SUBJECT:	 Notice of Intent to adopt a Negative Declaration for the Kern River Program, 
including acquisition of water rights. and discussion of a program 

Issue 
Consider authorizing filing and distribution of an Initial Study. Environmental 
ChecklistlResponse 10 Checklist and Proposed Draft Negative Declaration for the Kern River 

~ Restoration and Waler Supply Program. 

Recommended Motion; 
Adopt Resolution No 49-00 authorizing the General Manager, upon approval as to legal form 
by the General Counsel, to file the Initial Study and Proposed Draft Negative Declaration for 
the Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program 

Discussion 
Over the past few months, local water leaders have been working to implement the Kern River 
Restoration and Water Supply Program, utilizing $23 million from the "Safe Drinking Water, 
Clean Water, Watcrshed Protection, and Flood Protection Act" (Proposition J3)~ This project 
will generate broad local water supply, environmental and community benefits, and targeted 
drinking water quality benefits within the metropolitan Bakersfield area In order to 
implement the proposed Project, the Kern County Water Agency (Agency) must first comply 
with the Califorl1la Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The Agency, as the Lead Agency 
under CEQA, has prepared an Initial Study and associated Environmental Checklist and 
Response to Checklist, and a proposed draft Negative Declaration for the Project to be filed 
with tbe County Clerk and State Clearing House, and to be distributed to interested parties and 
responsible agencies for conunent Staff is recommending that a Negative Declaration be 
prepared for this Project, since an evaluation of the environmental impacts resulting from 
implementing the Project are shown to be less than significant. In order to provide the 
required 30 day pUblic review period, the public hearing for the Board to consider adoption of 
the Ncgative Declaration is set for Thursday at 4 :OOpm, on September 7, 2000 at the Agency 
office~ 

l):I,WPDOCS\KRRandWSP\b.ai5,wpd 



Board Memorandum 
\Vater rvhulagemcnt Committee Ag~llda Item No. )
 

July 27. 2000
 

The Project con~ is ts of the fuur components. generally described below. 
l.	 Acquisition of the Kern River lower water right; 
2.	 Construction of enough uroan area wells to achieve a flow cap3city of abOtH 60 cIS; 
3.	 Construction of water convey2nce exchange facilities; 
4.	 Construction and acquisition of local facilities to enhance groundwater recharge and 

recovery opportunities. 

For a complete description of the Project and proposed Project Operation. see the InillOl SlUdy 

Project Description (attached). A brief description of the Project follows. Water quality and 
water supply benefits from the Project will be realized through the acquisition of high flow 
lower Kern River water right (Lower Right), i.e .. Hacienda and Garces pre-1914 water right. 
This high flow water is estimated to be available when the river is at or ahove 120% of normal 
or in about one out of every five years. The estimated long-term average annual yield is 
40,000 acre-feel. Due to the high quality nature of Kern River water, up to the maximum of 
40.000 acre-feet of annual Lower Right water available wilJ be given priority for delivery to 
Improvement District NO.4 Henry C. Garnett Water Purification Plant (Purification Plant) 
and delivered for urban use in the greater Bakersfield area. Annual Lower Right watcr 
available above the amount used by the Purification Plant will be used for groundwater 
recharge and provide water supply benefits to local agricultural water districts 

Environmental and community benefits are an important part of the Project. The Project plans 
to assure through acquisition of the Lower Right and by annual water exchanges with local 
water districts having Kern River water rights, that the heart of the City of Bakersfield (from 
Manor Street downstream to Stockdale Hwy bridge) will enjoy a re-watered Kern River, at 
least from May through September. This stretch of the Kern River has been dry since the mid
1950's, except in wet yean. 

An integral component of the program is the proposed construction of enough urban area wells 
along tllc right-of-way of the Kern Island. Carrier, Kern River and Cross Valley Canals, cast 
of Allen Rd to achieve a capacity of about 60 cfs. It1 dry years, estimated to be when the 
supply for the SWP and the Kern River is at or below 50% of normal, these wells will be 
pumped as part of the exchange to keep the Kern River channel wet between Manor Street on 
the east end, aod the Stockdale Hwy bridge at the wesT end of the City. Water that has 
previously been released down the Kern River channel and percolated will be recaptured and 
recirculated by these wells. The ability to recirculate water is accomplished by an exchange 
among ID4 and Kern Delta WOlNorth Kern WSD. These wells will only be pumped during 
the driest of years to pay back to North Kern WSD and Kern Delta WD for release of their 
Kern River water from Isabella into the Kern River channel. This component of the Project 
will Serve to keep the river flowing during the peak recreational use months of May through 

D\WPDOCS\KRR.1I1dWSP\bai),wpd	 Page 2 



Board Memorandul11 
\V~'ttcr IVLirlagcrn('nt Commiacc Agtllda hem No.5 
Julv 27, 2000 

September, withollt decreasing the supplies that ;]rc needed during the critical water ~hort 

years 

Also, a component of the Project includes water conveyance exchange facilities, i.e., 
modifications and improvements to existing surface water delIvery systems to lllcreasc their 
integration and flexlhility, thus generating both water quality and waler supply beneflts to local 
water users. These improvements will be made to facilities which proville for the 
exchange/delivery of high quality Kern River water to areas which currently receive water of 
lesser quality. They include structures on the Arvin-Edison Canal 10 increase water deliveries 
to the Kern Delta WD service area, and improvements on the Cross Valley Canal and 
Beardsley Cana] to increase deliveries of water to Kern Delta WD and to North Kern WSD 
from the Cross Valley Canal, and a Cross River pipeline from the CVC near the Punflcation 
Plant to the Kern Island Canal or Carrier Canal. 

Another program component is to acquire and construct facilities to enhance local groundwater 
recharge and recovery operations. To accomplish this goal, additional regulation/reclJ3rgc 
basins will be constructed on approximately 80 acres of property which has been targeted for 
acquisition from Castle and Cooke California, Inc. The property is located along both sides of 
the Kern River near lhe Stockdale bridge. Portions of the property will be dedicated to 
groundwater recharge and other portions will be used for a multi-propose park facility, with 
groundwater recharge given a priority when the Kern River is in a high flow year, thus 
combining a prominent waler feature into the park. 

To enhance Ihe capability of existing canals to convey recovered water, the Project proposes to 
interconnect the Kern River Canal with the Kern Water Bank Canal and to raise the lining of 
the CVC in Pool 1. The evc would be modified to "l1oat" off the Aqueduct to increase the 
operational opportunity for water exchanges. The modification will also reduce water over
topping the lining, increase flexibility to move water around the County, reduce energy costs, 
and reduce operations and maintenance costs. This work covers the portion of the CVC that 
extends from the California Aquecluct turnout near Tupman to the forebay of Pumping Plant I. 

To recover tlte Lower Right water thal will be recharged during wet years, the Project 
proposes to construct 12 additional groundwater recovery wells (Ag wells). The Ag wells wiJl 
be constructed on either the Agency's Pioneer property, Kern Water Bank, City of 
Bakersfield's Kern River Canal right-of-way, and/or on private land near the Cross Valley 
Canal or Kern River Canal. In dry years, these wells will be pumped and the recovered waler 
delivered to the CVC and/or Ihe Kern River Canal for direct delivery Or by exchange to water 
districts 10 supplement deficiencies in surface water deliveries. The Ag wells will have an 
aIlnual recovcry capacity of approximately 36,000 acre-feeL 

D:1WPDOCS\KRRandWSP1,bai5,wpJ Page 3 
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Board Memorandum 
\\"ilter rVlanage,lllt:nt CDll1millc-c Agenda Item No.5 

July 27. :ZOO!,) 

To address any concerns thai may ari,se from the Agency implementing this project, tbe 
Agency proposes to incorporate a number of mitigation measures into the Negative Declaration 
as part of the ProjecL These measures include but are not limited to the following: 

1.	 Throughout the term of the proposed Pmjeet, Project water quality, groundwater 
monitoring, and groundwater recharge losses will be consistent with the Memorandum 
of lJnderswnding Regarding Operation and Ivlonitoring of the Kern Water Bank 
(,roundwater Banking Program, dated OC1Ober 26, 1995, and consistent with the 
Operation and Monitoring Procedure for the Pioneer Project, dated May 28, 1998. 

2.	 Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located to avoid areas 
suspected 10 have hydrocarbon contamination, and to the extent practical, not to 
lIlterfere with operation of oil (crude or refmed) or natural gas pipelines Or other 
sensitive oilfield facilities. 
Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designcd and located to minimize 
potential impacts to the Agency's Cross Valley CanaL 

4.	 The Agency will develop agrecments with Kern Delta WO and North Kern WSO to 
address concerns regarding the water exchanges with 104 [or the Kern River 
Restoration component of the Pwject. 

5.	 The Agency will develop agreements to share the portion of Lower Right water 
available for groundwater recharge with the Member Units not required by the ID4 
Water Purification Plant. 

6.	 The Agency will develop agreements with the Member Units to share the recovery 
capacity of tile ]2 agricultural wells, 

7.	 Improvement Disttlct NO.4 will develop agreements with the Kern River Interesls to 
account for natural and unavoidable post-19S0 Isabella Reservoir river losses when 
operating the urban area wells for the Kern River Restoration Project, for bank ing 
purposes. 

8.	 Agreements witI1 public andlor private landowners for construction and operation of 
Agricultural wells. 

In conclusion, the Project will pmvide significant water quality, water supply, environmelltJI 
Jnd community benefits for the Metmpolitan l1akcrsl'ielcl area and for a broad range of Kern 
County water users through the coordinated implementation and operation of the above
mentioned program components. The Project would be a cooperative arrangement among the 
Kern County Water Agency, Improyement District No.4, City of I3akersfield, Kern Delta 
Water District, and the North Kern Water Storage Distric!. 

D.IWPDOCSIKfU{andWSP1,uai5.wpd	 Page 4 



BEfORE TIlE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
 

OF TilE
 

KERN CO]J1\TY WATER AGENCY
 

1n the Matter of: 

INITIAL STUDY AND PROPOSED * 
NEGATIVE DECLARl,TION FOR THE ..KERN COlINTY WATER AGENCY 
KERN RIVER RESTORATJON AND 
WATER SUPPLY I'IWGRAtvl * 

I, PA1\1 BOSWORTH, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Kern County Water Agency, 

of the County ofKem, Stote of California, do hereby certify that the following resolution proposed by 

Director ___ .. and seconded by Director _____, was dilly passed and adopted 

by said Board of Directors at an officialillecting hereof this day of .__, 20CXJ, by the 

following vote to-wit: 

Ayes:
 

Noes:
 

Absent:
 

Secretary of the Board of 01 reclors 
of the Kern County Wmer Agency 

RESOLUTION 49-00 

WIlEREAS, with the passage in March 2000, of Proposition 13, the Safe Drinking WaleI', Clean 

Water, Walcrshed Protection, and Flood Prolectiol1 Act, more than $1.9 billiDn was made available to 

improve California's water infrastructure; and 

WHEREAS, it is estimated these funds could generate nearly 1,000,000 acre-feet ofnew dry-year 

supply, restoring a portion of the Bay-Delta water supply that have been lost to federal actions, as well 

as generate important water quality and flood control benefits; and 



Wf ILRliAS, Chapter (I, Arliclc ,1 of Proposition 13, the Imaml Waler Reliability Supply and 

rVatcr QlI.o!!ty infrastructure dnd A!arwgemenr Program, provides $180 million in competitive gr3nts 

<H1d loans to local agencies located in th,' [leila c"port service areas for programs or projects that can be 

completed and provide the intended bendits not later than March 8,2009, and are designed to increase 

water supplies, enhance waler 5upply reliability, or improve water quality; and 

WHEREAS, Kern County water leaders and planners have been working to develop a 

comprehensIve loca] program that would encompass the specific types ofactivities targeted for funding 

under Chapter 9, Article 4 portion of the bond; and 

WHEREAS, the Kern County Water Agency (Agency) has been approved for a grant by the 

Governor lur $23 million under the above described Chapter 9, Article 4 of Proposition 13 to fund the 

Kern Riner Restorotion und /Valer Supply Program, (Project) which proposes to provide significant 

water quality, water supply, environmental and community benefits; and 

WHEREAS, the Project proposes to achieve these benefits through construction and acquisition 

offacilities defined in four broad based components: ]) acquisition of the Lower Kern River water right 

(Lower Right), i.c., I-laciendaiGarccs pre-1914 water right, including associated Lake Isabella Storage; 

2) purchase of land from Castle and Cooke California, Inc" to provide for construction of additional 

recharge and recovery facilities; 3) construction of 12 new water Ag recovery wells and enough Urban 

area wells to achieve a flolY capacity of about GOcfs; 4) construction of water exchange facilities, 

including l1lodiiications to the Pool] portion of the Cross Valley Canal (CVC); and 5) interconnection 

of other existing canals; and 

WHEREAS, all the above proposed components comprise the Project and are subject to the 

California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA); and 

WHEREAS, the Agency's acquisition ofthe Lower Right wiH not result in any new operation or 

reoperation of the Kcrn River and as such, any environmental impacts created as a resuJt of acquisition 

- 2 



urthe, Lower Right \V11J he less than significllnL and 

WI IEIZFA~, comlruCll(ln ofthc urban area wells tn achlCVC J (low capacitv of;Jbout 60 cis and 

12 Agricultural wells will he on existing right-of-vvay owned by the ".~gencJI ancl/or the Cjt}' of 

Bakersfield, andlor on land owned by the Agency andlor Kern Water Bank AutllOrity, and/or on private 

land currently being fanned or fallowed> and as such, will h;Jve less than a significant impact On the 

environnlent~ a.nel 

WHEREAS, construction ofproposed water exchange facilities and eve modifications will occur 

in the existing right-orway oflocal water districts convey'Hlce canals/facil ities, and as such, will have a 

less than significant impact on the environment; and 

WHEREAS, no threatened or endangered species pursuant to State and Federal Endangered 

Species Act will be impacted as a result of Project implementation; and 

\VHEREAS, the Agency has prepared an Initial Study and proposed draft Negative Declaration 

for the Kern River ReslOralion and Waler Supply Program pursuant to CEQA; and 

\VHEREAS, in light of the whole record, the Agency has made an evaluation o[the potential 

environmental effects from implementation of the Project and has found these effects, based on the Initial 

Study to be less them significant and therefore recommends preparation of the proposed Negative 

Declaration for the Project. 

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Kern County Water Agency Board ofDirectors 

that 

I.	 The Board hereby linds and determines Iha1 the foregoing recitals are true and conect; and 

2	 Directs the General Manager to file with the State Clearinghouse and County Clerk, the Initial 

Sludy/EnvirorU11ental Checklist and proposed draft Negative Declaration for the Kern County 

Water Agency Kern River Reslorafion and Wafer Supply Program, in the form shown attached 

hereto as Exhibit "A"; and 

~ 3 



3.	 Sellhe hearing time, dale and loealiun Inr 4:00 p.m., Thursday, Septemher 7, :WOO, cn lbe Kern 

County \Vater /\gellcy, ~200 Rio i\1irada Drive. Bakersfield, Kern County Cali rnrnia in order 10 

eQnslde, adoption l) r the proposed "legal! ve Declaration: and 

4.	 Directs the Secretary or the Board to advertise a "Notice to Intent to Adopt Negative 

Deciaration" in a local newspaper no later than one week before the public hearing. 
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EXHIBIT "A"
 



KERNCOVNTY 

WATER AGENCY 
--------._--

Directors: 

Fred L Starrh
 
President
 
Division I
 

Terry Rogers
 
Division 2
 

Peter Frick 
Division J 

Mich<lel ~don
 

DivLsion 4
 

Adrienne J- Mathews
 
Division 5
 

Henry C Gameu
 
Vice President
 

Division 6
 

Gene A. Lun.dquist
 
Division 7
 

Thomas N. Clark 
GeneraLM:insger 

John F. Stovall
 
Gen~ral C:.lUnsel
 

TO: All Responsible Agencies and Interested Parties 

CiltOl fNnW;\ TD~ 

J1iOl~ca 

FROM Thomas N Clark 

D.'\TE: July 27, 20DO 

SUBJECT: California Environmental Quality Act (CEC.,lA) COll
River Restoration and \oVateI' Supply Program 

lpliance for the Kern 

Plirsuant to the California Environmental Qualit)" Act (CEQA), the Kern County 
Water Agency (Agency) will be the Lead Agency and has prepared an Initlal Study, 

Environmcntal Checklist/Explanation ofResponses and Proposed Draft Negative Declaration 
for the Kern River Restoration and V/ater Supply Program. \Ale are soliciting the views of 

your agency as to the scopealld content ofthe environmental infol1natioll which is applicable 

to your agency's statutory responsibilities in connection \\'ith the proposed project. 

In order to review and consider your cOlllments during the public revicw period, the 
Agency requests that all comments be received no later than September 1~ 2000. Fallowing 
the review and comment period, the Initial Study and Negative Declaration will be presented 
for adoption by the Agency Board of Direclors at a public hearing to be held at 4:00pm on 
Thursday, September 7, 2000, at 3200 Rio Mirada Drive, Bakersfield. Please submit 

coHun ents to 

t>.1r. Thomas N_ Clark, General l\1anager 

Kern County "',later Agency 

PO Box 58 
B"kcrsiicld, CA 93302-0058 

If)'ou require any fUlther information, please contact Kane Totzke at (661) 634

1468. 

Sincerely, 

Thomas N. Clark 
General Manager 

Enclosures 

MailingAddress; 
P.O_ Box 58 

Bakwfield, CA 93302-0058 
Phone' 6611634·t400 

Fa" 6611634-\428 



CEQA Notice of Determination ~.~~y~lo#'Ur . RECEIVED WITH FEE 
-REGElDT" n~ 1 j; .~ /. <'C 

To: X	 Office of Planning and Re5earcn From: Kern County Water Agency 
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 PO 80x 58RECEIVED 
Sacramento, CA 95814 RBI Cl\200 Rio Mirada Drive 

1J:~~. \20: 0 CWW (::El,kersfield. CA 93302 

JMB[0' '" JWP CJx	 County Clerk ~ >., DMk D 6
 
County of Kern ~~~O ;jAN'1 82002 SMR CJ
 
1115 Truxton Ave" 2" Floor LWF D ALL 0
 
Bakersfield. CA 93301 ~ GYG.''f'':t ~~ 0
 

~(',7~'I?C' ~O 
Kern Coun Water Agency 

Subject,· Filing of Notice of Determination in cDmpliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public Resources Cod€!_ 

Project Title: Transfer of 10,000 acre-feet per year of Banked Lower Kern River Water 

State Clearinghouse Number Lead Agencyl Area CodelTelephoneJExtension 
(If submitted to Clearinghouse) Contact Person 

SCH # 2000081017 Kern County Water Agency! 
General Manager Thomas N. Clark 

Project Location (include county)
 
See attached Negative Declaration.
 

Project Descriptior1:
 
See attsched Negative Oedaration,
 

This is to advise that on November 13 ,2001 the Kern County Water Agency (as lesd agency) approved the project (more particularly 
described in the attached Negative Declaration) and determined that no additional environmental review is required. 

An lnitidl Study and Subsequent Negative Declaration with findings were prepared for the Agency's recent action pursuant to the 
provisions of CEQA Guidelines section 15162 concluding that no additional environmental review is required. The recent action will 
not have any significant effect on the environment that was not already addressed in the previous CEQA documents fOf this project. 
Mitigation measures and statements of overriding consideration were already adopted for the previously considered project. 

This [s to certffy that the Initial Study with comments and responses and record of project approval is available to the general public at: 
Kern County Wdter Agency, P.O. Box 58, 320D Rio Mirada Drive, Bakersfield, CA 93302. 

Date received for filing and posting at OPR:	 ~ _ 

11/13/01 

as N. Clark, General Manager, Kern County Water Agency	 Dale 

Notice of Environmentai Document 
Posted by County Clerk On 1/ .• / (p - i) / 
and for 30 days thereaHE'r, P':;rsuant to 
~loOlorIIWt4 :C:~ -{ bl;!(tijl t"UIJHf.,: Ht:;iU4.I,(.l,,;,Ii;Ioi;I ~u 

_~}>.f~ 

/0(// 



KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
 
SUBSEQUENT NEGATIVE DECLARATION
 

[to confirm CEQA Guidelines section 15162 determination}
 

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act and CEQA Guidelines, the Kern County Water 
Agency hereby adopts this Subsequent negative declaration pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15162 for 
the following: 

1, Name of Project: Transfer of 10,000 acre-feet per year of Banked Lower Kern River water 

2, Project Lead Agency and Sponsor: Kern County Water Agency, P.O. Box 58, 3200 Rio 
Mirada Drive, Bakersfield CA 93302-0058. Contact person: Thornas N. Clark, General Manager, 661-634
1400. 

3, Project Description: In September 2000, the Kern County Water Agency (Agency) certified 
a Negative Declaration for the Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program (Program). A component 
of the Program was acquisition of the Lower Kern River water right (Lower Right), ie., Hacienda/Garces pre· 
1914 water right Studies conducted by Agency staff showed that the controllable average annual yield from 
the Lower Right was approximately 40,000 acre-feet. Historically, the prior owner of the Lower Right, Nickel 
Family, LLC had exported at least 10,000 acre-feet per year from the basin under various terms and 
conditions. For example, during the period from 1992 through 2001, approximately 13,000 acre-feet of Lower 
River water was exported out-of-County. SubsE1quent to the Board certification of the Negative Declaration 
for the Program, the Agency detailed a proposal to continue to transfer, on an annual baSIS, the 10,000 acre· 
feet of water from the Agency's groundwater bank account. The transferred water Will be recovered from the 
Agency's storage account in the Pioneer Groundwater Recharge and Recovery Project and/orlrom other local 
banking facilities either directly or by exchangE1 and delivered back to the California Aqueduct either directly 
or by exchange, via the Kern Water Bank Canal and/or the Cross Valley Canal. For more information 
concerning the project, see the Kern County Water Agency Environmental Initial Study Form [for CEQA 
Guidelines section 15162 Determinationjdated September 27, 2001 (the "Initial Study"), which is available 
for review and copying during regular business hours at the Agency office at the above address. 

4. Purpose and explanation of Initial Study: The Agency has prepared the fnltial Study In 
order to determine whether the approval and implementation of the project as described in the Initial Study 
rE1quire subsequent or additional environmental review under CEQA Guidelines secMn 15162. The purpose 
of the prOject is to continue to transfer the 10,000 acre-feet of water per year. The recipient entity(s) of the 
transferred water are unknown at this time. A portion or all of this water may be transferred outside Agency 
boundaries. In comparing water transfers between the prior owner and the Agency, except for which 
groundwater banking project the water is delivered from, the physical arrangement and potential impacts 
remain very much the same. 

The Initial Study evaluates the incremental differences between the impacts of the transfer of the 
10,000 acre-feet from the prior owner verus transfer by the Agency as the new owner of the water and use 
of the Agency's Pioneer groundwater bank supply and/or other local banking facilities, as preViously described, 
analyzed and approved In the previous CEQA documents For more information concerning the purpose of 
the Initial Study and this Subsequent Negative Declaration, see the Initial Study. CEQA compliance for 
acquisition ofthe Lower Kern RlVerwater right and the Pioneer Groundwater Recharge and Recovery Project 
are available for review at the above address. 

5. Project Location; Water storage in and transfer from Agency Pioneer Groundwater 
Recharge and Recovery Project and/or other local banking facilities, Kern County, California (see map 
attached to Initial Study): water delivery via the State Department of Water Resources California AquedUCt. 

6, Finding: The Agency Board of Directors has reviewed the proposed project, Initial Study, 
comments received on the proposal to adoptthis Subsequent Negative Declaration, and other documents and 
Information from Agency staff, and on the basis of thiS information and the whole record before Agency, 
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hereby finds and determines as follows: (a) The Initial Study and Subsequent Negative Declaration reflect 
Agency's mdependentjudgment and analysis; and (b) the Agency's Kern River Restoration and Water Supply 
Program and the Pioneer Groundwater Recharge and Recovery Project and other local banking facilities (I) 
have been analyzed adequately in the previous CEQA documents pursuant to applicable standards, and (ii) 
impacts have been avoided or mitigated pursuant to the previous negative declarations, including revisions 
or mitigation measures that are imposed upon the proposed project, nothing further is required. This 
Subsequent Negative Declaration confirms this conclusion. 

7. Initial Study: A copy of the Initial Study is either attached or available for public review at 
the Agency office at the above address. 

8. Location of Background Documents: The Initial Study, documents referenced in the Initial 
Study, notice of Intent to adopt Subsequent Negative Declaration, comments On the Initial Study, and other 
documents concerning this project are on fiie and available for public review at the Agency office at the above 
address The Agency Board Secretary (same address) is the custodian of the documents that constitute the 
record of proceedings upon which the decision in thiS matter is based. 

By .Ittdtz fd< 
PreSident 

11/13/01
Date _ 
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CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
 

CERTIFICATE OF FEE EXE~n:JTION 

De Minimis Impact Finding 

Project Title:	 Kern County Water Agency's (Agency) Transfer of 10,000 acre-feet 
per year of Banked Lower Kern River Water Project 

Location:	 California Aqueduct, Kern County 

Project Description:	 The Project is to continue the transfer 10,000 acre-feet per year of 
banked Lower Kern River Water. The transferred water would 
come from the Agency's banked groundwater account stored 
in the Pioneer Groundwater Recharge and Recovery Project and/or 
other local banking facilities and would be recovered either directly 
or by exchange and conveyed back to the California Aqueduct 
either directly or by exchange. 

Findings of Exemption: 

I.	 The project consists of a water transfer. 

2.	 A Subsequent Negative Declaration has been conducted by Kern County Water 
Agency (lead agency) which evaluates the potential for adverse environmental 
impacts resulting from the approval and implementation of the project. 

3.	 The lead agency has no evidence before it, including the infonnation in the 
Subsequent Negative Declaration and comments of appropriate reviewing 
agencies, to indicate that the proposed project could have any potential for adverse 
effects on fish and'wildlife resources. 

Certification: 

I hereby certify that the public agency has madc the above finding(s) and that the project will not 
individually or cumulatively have an adverse dIeet on wildlife resources, as defined in Section 
71.2 of the Fish and Game Code. 

~===-~-~-
Title: GeneralManager 

Local Lead Agency: Kern County Water Agency 

Date: November 13. 2001 




