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KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
Environmental Initial Study Form
[for CEQA Guideline section 15063]

1. Project titie: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Project
2. Lead agency name and address:;

Kern County Water Agency
P.O. Box S8

3200 Rio Mirada Drive
Bakersfisld CA 83302.0058

3. Contact person and phone number: Thomas N. Clark, General Manager, 661-534-1400

4. Project location: The Project Is located in the City of Bakersfigld paimarily aiong the Kern River corridar fram
the projected extension of Haley Street on the east side, {o the Califomnia Agueduct on the west end, and south and
west of Bakersfield in the uningorporated portion of the county along the Cross Valley Canal and Arvin-Edison
Canal and ingluding other local water conveyance facilities. Also, see attached Project (ooation maps.

&. Project sponsatr’s name and address; Same as lead agency.,
§, Description of project:

Summary. Project preposes 1o provide significant water qualty, water supply, environmenta! and
community benefits for the metropolitan Bakersfield ares and a broad ranges of Kem County water users through
the coordinated iImplementation of a number of program components including; {1) acquisition of the Lower Kern
River water right (Lower Right), i.e., Haclendal/Garces pre-1514 watar right, including associated Lake Isabeila
Storage; (2) Purchase of land from Castle and Cooks Califarnia. inc., for additiona! recharge and recovery facilities:
{3} construction of 12 new agriculiural water racovary wells and construciion of ennugh Urban areawells toachieve
a flow capacity of 60 6fs; and (4} Construction of water exchange facilities, interconnection of water conveyance
facllitics and modificatien of the Pooi 1 pertion of the Cross Valley Canal.

Expanded Descrplion. See attached Initial Study Projatt Description.

7. General plan designation and zoning: N¢ change to the existing General Plap or Zoning laws is anticipaied.

8. Suriounding land uses and environmental setting: The Kemn River Parkway Plan and EIR were adopled in
1088 by the Cily of Bakersfield. The natural site presently inciudes 1,400 acres along the majestic Kem River
carridor extending from Manor Sireat on the nartheast side of tha City of Bakersfiald o a peoint one mile below the
Stockdale Highway bridge on the city's westam edge. A bike path meanders slongside the course of the Kefn
River, providing for 12 miles of unintérrupled seenic activity. The primary benafits of the Parkway inciuds flood
control, water recharge and conservation, preservation and restoration of native npanan habitats and open Space
for greenbelt and recrealional uses. The Kern River Parkway is 8 community project invelving aclive, on-geing
public partizipation and has resulted in improved community image and stiractivenass of the natvral envirenment;
a unique family oriented recreational area for al! lo enjoy  Major faatures of the Kern River Parkway include: 1)
320 acres of primary river chanpel; 2) 275 acres of naturat and ripanrian land; 3) 460 acres of nalural habitat for
educalional studies: 4) 25 acre Truxtun Lake Recharge area; 5) 12 miles of uninterrupted bike path with § rest
areas; B} 8 miles of equestrian trails; 7) Mutli-station exereige par course; §) 3 profassional quality sand veileyoall
caurtg: 9) 4 public parks with group picnic aress,

™
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In November of 1698, 3 tandmark water agreement was approved between the Gity of Bakersfield and the Kern
County Water Agency designed to keep water flowing in the Kem River during the May through September
recreation periad in years when |D4'% SWE entilement allocation is 50% or greater. The proposed Preject helps
the historic pact to ensufe & that in most years water will flow in the river throughout the summer months, even
during years of less than 50% SWP supplies, providing for expanded recreational activities, especially at the
popular Beach Park and Yokuls Pask.

Also the propasead Project will complement and supplement existing and ongoing urban and agricultural programs
to recharge water In wel years for recovery of recharged waler fhrough extraction by wells in dry years. The
proposed Project is fully campatibie with existing land uses and environmental settings.

9. Othar public agencies whose approval is required: None.
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ENVIRONMENTAL FACTORS POTENTIALLY AFFECTED: _ o .
The envirsnmental factors checken beiow would be potentially atfected by this Project, involving at leas ene
impact that Is a "Potentially Significant impact” as indicated by the sheeklist oo the following pages.

jm |

a

0o

Aesthstics ] Agriculture Q Rasources Air Cuality
Biclogical Resaurces 1] Cultural Resources b Geology /Solls
Hazards & Hazardous Materlals O Hydrology f Water Quality 0 A Land Usa/ Plgnning
Mineral Rescurces = Noise O Fopulation / HFOL:sing
Public Services ’ o Recrealion O Transportation/Traffic
Ulilities / Setvice Systerns o Mandatory Findings of Significance = MNone,

DETERMINATION: (Te be complated by the Laad Agency)

On the basis of this initizl evatuation:

find that the proposed project COULD NOT have a significant effect on the snviratnimant, and a NEGATIVE
DECLARATION will ba praparad.

| find that 2iihough the proposad project could have a significant effect on the environment, there will not be
2 significant effectin this case because revisians in the project have been made by oragreed to by the projact
proponent. A MITICATED NEGATIVE DECLARATICN will be prepared.

{ find that the proposed project MAY have a significant effect on the envirenment, and sn ENVIRONMENTAL
IMPACT REPQRT ie requirad.

1 find that the proposed project MAY have a “patentially significant impac!’ or “potentially significant unless
mitigatad” impack on the environement, but 31ieact one effact 1} has been adequately analyzed in an earlier

. document pursuant to applicable legal standards, and 2) has haen addressed by mitigation measures based

onthe earlier analysis as described on attached shaets. An ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACT REPQORT is required,
but it must analyze only the effects that remain 1o be addressed.

1find that although the proposed project could bave a significant effect on the environment, because ail
potentwlly significant effects of the {a) have been analyzed adequately in the Previous CEQA Documenis
pursuant 1o spplicable standards, and (hy have baen avpided or mitigated pursuant 1o the Previous CEQA
Dacuments, including revisiens or miligation measures that are impased upon the propesad project, nothing
further is requirad.

PN sz

Thornas N, Clark Date
General Manager
Kern County Water Agency

.-

PAGE g8
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California Environmentat Quality Act
INITIAL STUDY
Project Description of the Karn River Restoration and Water Supply Program

The Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program proposes the integration of pewly

acquired assels and coordinated operation of existing and new water recharge, recovery and

conveyance facilities, The Kern County Water Agency, (Agency) along with other local water

leaders have been working to implement the Kern River Restoration and Water Supply

Prograw, (Project) utilizing funds from the “Safe Drinking Water, Clean Water, Watershed
Protection, and Flood Protection Act™ (Proposition 13), The purpose of the Project is to
generate . broad local water supply, environmental and community benefits, and targeted
drinking water quality benefits within the metropolitan Bakersfield arca. The proposed Project
consists of the four following broad components, and further defined below.

1. Acquisttion of the Kern River Lower Water Right

2. Consitruction of encugh urhan area water wells to achieve a flow tapacity of abour 60
cfs

3. Construction of water quality exchange facilitics

4. Construction and acquisition of local facilities io enhance groundwater recharge and

recovery opportunities and associated appurienances, including modification of the Pool
] portion of the Cross Valley Canal (CVC), and interconnection of other existing

canals.

Water qualiiy and water supply benefits from the Project will be realized through the

acquisition of the high fiow Lower Kern River water right {Lower Right}, i.e., La Hacienda
and Garces pre-1914 water right 1o the Kern River. This high flow water is estimated to be
available when the Kern River is at or above 120% of normal run-off or in about one out of
every five years. Table 1 below shows a 105 year summary of histerical annual Kern River

entitlements for La Hacienda.

DAWPDOCS\KRRand WS P\project dr.scr-ip!ian_wpd
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. TABLE 1 . :
l-‘resr First Point Aprik %:ll La Haciends Eniilleme;'n (AFﬂ
flows in (AF) July flows MNarmat

E AF) § _ dan-Mar Apr-Jul ! ___Tatal
1895 1,023,051 694,729 145 i} 36,181 36,181
1847 853,431 654,262 138 0 18,375 18,375
1806 1,900,540 1,391,636 784 0 399,190 395,120
1507 £30,500 678,748 143 0 45549 45,649
14809 1,838,644 1.213,975 258 40308 294,730 135,006
1911 1,013,385 701,166 147 0. 29,014 38014
1814 1,113,515 685,012 144 18512 31,908 42,418
1916 2520148 1,571,597 an 165,981 508.066 674,047
1947 123,082 560,204 113 0 2401 34Mm
1022 864,080 617,710 130 )] ) 5A44 50644
1837 '[:250.1 g2 B52,047 1758 7.358 105,401. 112,759
1038 1,358,688 961,769 202 o 170,179 170,179
1943 1,401,078 668 657 209 0 168,580 168,500
1943 1,220,628 887,162 147 £3 036 37.360 80,296
1952 1500098 | 1,119.315 236 0 234,738 234,738
1958 1,104,730 831,668 175 0 96,915 85,435
1967 1.396,225_3 024 005 197 o 137,083 137,063
1969 2.461,368 1,747.874 373 85,152 614,714 679,568
1973 979 552 723,768 154 0 48958 48,956
1978 1,653,505 1,094,375 249 28209 218,348 248 857
1280 1,632,968 9?1.025 225 67,337 166,581 ' 233,888
1982 1.271,139 795.784 171 Q- 81,083 81,088
1583 2,489,131 1,545 810 323 79 848 508,965 S8n 814
1986 1,444,541 886.674 184 40845 120,637 169,282
1885 1,353,037 029 221 149 658 | 139,357 140,015
1996 1,038 281 589,331 128 g 16,279 16.278
1997 1.181 858 571.476 122 73010 0 73,014
1998 | ureer 1137,573 239 27,587 245361 | 272,048 |

| Totai | 39554452 | 26.190.00 F68,638 | 4403282 | $161.927 |

DAWPDOCSWRRandWSPprojeat description, wed Page -2-
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As can be seen from the Table I, deliveries of the Lower Right are highly variable from year
to year, For example, over the 105 year period of record, 1969 was the maximum tota)
delivery year with 2 quantity of 679,866 acrosfzet.

During seventy-seven {77) years over the 105 year period, no Lower Right flow is available.
The lowest quantity on record of die years Lower Right flow was available was 3,401 acre-feet
delivered in 1917. As shown in Table 1, Lower Right water has a high range of variability in
flow. A goal of the Project is to maximize the opportunities 10 use this water for urban and
agricultural purposes, either for direct urban use or for groundwater rechacge. The long-term
average ahaual yield of the Lower Right water is estimated ar 40,000 acre-feet. Another one
of the goals of the Project is (0 make available for urban vse, the highest guality water. Duc
to the bigh quality nature of Kern River water, when available for use up to 2 maximum of
40,000 acre-feet of annual Lower Right water will be given priority for delivery 1o the
Improvement District No. 4 (1D4) Henry C. Garnett Water Purification Plant (Purification
Plant) and delivered for urban use in the greater Bakersfield area. This will assist the
Purification Plant in meeting existing apd fitture water quality standards for the public water
supplies as administered by the Environmental Profection Apency and other governrnent
regulators responsible for Public Health. Annual Lower Right water gvailable above the
amount used by the Treatment Flant will be used for grouadwater recharge and provide a
water supply benefit to lacal agricultural water districts as described elsewhere in the

description.

Environmental and ¢community benefits are an important part of the Project. The Projact plans
10 assure through acquisition of the Lower Right and by annual water exchanges with local
watef district having other Kern River water rights, that the heart of the City of Bakersfield
(from Manor Strect downstream to Allen Road) will enjoy 2 12 mile stretch of re-watered
Kern River, at least from May through Sepiember. This stretehl of the Kern River has been
usually dry since the mid-1950's, exeept in wet years, and will complement the existing Kern
River Parkway Plan and EIR adopted in 1988 by the City of Bakersfield.

LAWPDOCE KRR and WEP\prajaes deceriptian whd Fage -3-
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An integral component of the program is the propgsed construcrion of urban arca wells along
the right-of-way of the Kern Istand and Cross Valley Canals, east of Highway 99 (ser attached
maps). In dry years, estimated (0 be when the Kern River is at or below 50% of normal, these
wells will be pumiped as part of the exchange to keep the Kern River channel wet befween
Manor Street on the east end, and the Stockdale bridge at the west end of the City. Water that
has previously been released down the Kern River channel and percolated will be recaptured
and recirculated by these wells. The ability to recirculate water is accomplished by an
exchange among ID4 and Kern Delia WD (KD)/North Kern WSD (NK). These welis will
only be pumped during the drigst of years tg pay water back when NK and KD for release of
their Kern River water into the Cbannel. This component of the Project will serve to Keep the
river flowing during the peak recreational use months of May through September, without
decreasing the supplics that are needed during the critjcal water short years. The Table below
shows an example of an operation during a year when the wells will be maximized and water

is availablc fot rerepulation in Isabella by NK and KD.

TABLE2
Mot | Warer defivery 1o KD ang Change in . KD andNK | KOINK deliveries to
NK from urban area wells Isabella Slorage entitleptent Kem weot the Kern River
via Kern 1sland and doia | Riverdeliveties {AF) Channel {AF}

Beardsley Canaiz (AR reregulation {AF)

Jan 2018 2,918 0
Fob 2918 2.916 o
Mar 2518 2918 | ' o
Apr | 2918 2,918 0
May 2918 {4,084) 2016 4.004
Jun 2916 (4,084) 2316 4084
.Jut 2,216 (4,084) 24916 4.084
Aug 2916 (4,084) | 2,918 4,084
Sep . 281 (4.084) 2916 4,084
CQct ' 2918 2,216 | o
Nav 2.8i6 2,918 ' 0
Dec | 2918 291 0
ﬁmg! 35000 j_ 0 f 14580 | 20,420

DAWPDOC S RRand W SPisrajecs descriplion wid Page -4-
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When required, the KCWA/ID4 will annually provide up 10 35,000 acre-fect of water directly
or hy exchange for delivery into the Kerﬁ Rivar Channe] beginning at Maner Strect in order to
help maintain the flow for recreational, comumunity and enviroamental benefits to the eitizens
of Metropolitan Bakersfield. The target period to wet the Kern River Channel is the months of
May through September or a 150 day continnos period. It is estimated with 2 high degree of
confidence, that a tolal flow of 35,000 acre-feet is required to wet 1he targeted River Channel
area for the 5-month period. To allocate a continuous flow of the 35,000 acre-feet over this
period requires an apprc»ximéte instantaneoas capacity of 117 cfs. The exchange ta keep the
Kern River Channel wet for the S-month period would be accomplished under the following
pProgiams:

a No use of wells, notmal Kem River biydrolegy: KD and NK releaf;c a combined flow
capacity of 117 cfs of their respective Kern River entitlement in the Kern River
Channel during the months of May through September, that would otherwise have been
delivered to the diswricts, via the Beardsley and Kern Island Canals. In exchange
(either simultaneously or by payback), 104 conveys an equal amount of SWP water
entitlement ot other water in the CVC for delivery w KD/NK via the CVC extension,
the Arvin-Edison turnout; or the proposed cross river pipeline.

. Use_of wells. dry SWP and/or Kern River hydrelogy: KCWA pumps the Urban area

wells. The east wells pump water into the CVC and/or Kern Island Canal for delivery
to KD and for delivery to NK via the Beardsley Canal. In addition, wells pump
recovered water into the CVC for delivery 1o KDWD via the Arvin-Edison murnout and
‘cannection to the Kern Island Canal. The welis supply approximately 35,000 acre-feet
aver a 10 to 12 month period. KD and NK rerepulate their Kern River supply during
the first and last months of the year as shown in the example in Table 2 above and
deliver water out of storage down the Ker'n River chamnel during the May through

Septewnber period.

¢ In the wettest years: During wet years on the Kern River, there will be plenty of high

flow water available to wet the Channel and no water wil! be required from ID4 and
KD/NK.

- e n—a LR LT, TR SR [OR JOS. S | Page "‘S‘
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1. To facilitate the water exchanges described above, a number of new facilities would be
constructed described betow:
a. Facilities would be modified as needed on the Arvin-Edison Canal used to divert
water 1o the various canal owned by KD, These diversion facilities would have
a targeted capacity of 150 cfs. See attached mhp for facility locations.
b. A pipeline would be constructed in order to divert well water, SWP and/or
Friant-Kern water from the CVC to the Kern Island Canal to a point just east of
Manor Sireet. This pipetine facility would have a targeted capacity of 150 cfs.
c. As an alterpative to item “b” above, the existing easeside pipeline owned and
“operated by ID4 would be medified to deliver watet from the CVC to the same
lotation in the Kern Island Canal. This pipeline facility has a targeted capacity
of 60 efs.
In years when the Lowet Right water is available, the first 40,000 acre-feet will be used to
meet the needs of the JD4 Purification Plant for delivery to the Urban Bakersfield area. The
next increment of yield (40,000 acre-feet to 125,000 acre-feet) can be regulated within the
same year. Ary yield above that will be available for immediate delivery. Historically, the
flows have been as high as 550,000 acre-feet. Currently not all the water can be captured.

Another program companent is to aequire and construct faciiities to enhance local groundwater
rechargs and recovery operations, 7o accomplish tiis gozl, additional regulatiou/recharge
basins will be constructed on approximately 80 acres property which has been targeted for
acquisition from Castle and Cooke California, Ine. The property is located aloag both sides of
the Kern River near the Stockdale bridge, Poruons of the property will be dedicated to
groundwaicr recharge and other portions will be nsed for a multi-propose Park facility, with
groundwater rechacge given a priority when the Kern River is in a ugh flow year, thus

combining a prominent water feature into the park,

Lower Right water available for use above what is needec by the Purification Plant would be

recharged in the facilides listed below:

DAWFDQUSWRR22d WS P prajec deseription. wd Pape 5-
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. In the new land acquired from Castle and Cooke Califorma, Inc., (CCC) located near
the Stockdale bridge on both sides of the Kern River. These lands will consist of one
{0-acre recharge pond north of the Rivar and one S-acre recharge pond south of the
Kern River, A potential annunal recharge of 5,500 acre-feet can be achieved in these
pouds, based on a rccharg-:lrate of 1.0ac-fifac/day.

. In ihe 40 new acres of land acquired from CCC located on the north side of the Kern
River near the Stockdale bridge. This land is proposed 0 be used as a multl-purpose
recreation facility and during wet vears will be used to recharge the high flow months
that Lower Right water is available. A potentia] monthly recharge of 120 acre-feet can
be achieved ig this area, based on 2 recharge rate of 1.0ac-ft/ac/day.

The existing banking projects will also have access to this water.

. ‘The Berrenda Mesa Project recharge facility. This Project has a potential annual
recharge capacity of 58,000 acre-feet. The Pioneer Project recharge facility has
potential annual recharge capacity of 146,000 acre-feet. The Ketn Water Bank Froject
has a potential annual racharge capactty of 450,000 acre-feet.

. This water may also be used to meet other Ap, urban or groundwater management

purposes.

To enhance the capability of existing canals to convey recovered water, the Project proposes to
interconnect the Kern River Canal with the Kern Water Bank cana! and 1o rajse the lining of
the CVC in Pool 1. The CVC would be modified to “float” off the Aqueduct to increase the
operational opportunity for water exchanges. The modification will alsa reduce water over-
topping the {ining, increase flaxibility to move water around the County, reduee energy costs,
and reduce operations and maintehance cosw. This wotk covers the portion of the CVC that
extends from the Catifornia Aqueduct turpout near Tupman 0 the forebay of Pamping Plaaot 1.
All watk would be done within the existing CVC right-of way.

The Project proposes to constrirct 12 new agriculiural groundwater recovery wells. The 12
wells will be located on either the Agency's Pioneer praperty, Kern Water Bank, and/or

private land in the vicinity of axisting projects. The wells are estimated to have an annual

Srmene e T BB aa AW inralast degssintion wod Pﬂge "?"
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recovery capacity of 36,000 acre-feet. In dry years {he banked Lowsr Right water will be
recovered using the 12 new agricuitural wells construcied as described above. The recovered
banked water will be delivered to the CVC, Kern River Canal of the Kern Wataf Bank Canal
and directly or by exchange delivered to the Parucipants of the Banking Projects to supplement
shﬁrtagcé in surface water defiveries. The operation of the urban and agricultural wells will be
governed by the prineiples substantially similar to those found in the Memorandum of
Understapding (MOU) regarding the Operation and Monitaring of the Kern Water Rank
Groundwater Banking Program. The MOQU outlines the terms, methods and procedures for the
moRitoring program apprapriate for groundwater vecharge and recovery projects. Each year, a
report will be published by the Monitaciog Commitiee which presents the following
informatidn: _

A. A summary of ground water levels collected during the year;

B. A summary of water quality analyses of water collected during the year from

recovery wells and monitoring wells;

C. Records of water recharged dunng the vear and its source;
D. Records of water recovered during the year.
E. The status of current accounts of stored water, including losses, and the

quantities of water available for recovery;
F. Information regarding any engoing groundwater quality remedial concerns that

may arise from time 1o time.

DIWPDOCSKREend WEP\prajecl description. wpd Page -g.
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Fnvirommental Checklist:

Potentially  LessThan  LessThan MNo
Significant  Significant  Significant  Impoct

7 plany

DInpact with Fmpact
Mitigation
Incorporoted
1. AESTHETICS — Would the project
8) Have a substantial adverse effec! on 2 scenic vista? - o Q o &
b) Substantially damage scenic resources, intiuding, bul nof Fimited 1o, u] u G B
trees, rock oulcroppings, and hislorie buildings within a state scenic
highway? ‘
¢) Substantially degrade the sXisting visual characler or quality of the jm] Q 0 ®
site and ils sarvoundings?
d) Greale a new source of substantjal iight or glare which would 0 i O =
adversely affect day or nighitime views in the area?
1L AGRICULTURE RESQURCES - - Wauld the project:
a) Convertreduce Pima Fammlend, Unigue Farmitand, or Farmland of 3 o [ B
Stalewide Imporiance (Farmiand) 16 non-agricullural use?
b) Confliet wilh existing zoning for agricellural use, or a Williarson At 0 () im W
contraci? :
G} lavolve aiher chaages in the existing environment which, due o 1 a D 3
their location or nature. could result in conveesion of Farmiand, 1o non-
agricuilural use?
IH. AIR QUALITY ~ Where available, Ihe significance critera
established by the applicable air quality management of air poilution
control disirict may be relied upon to make the following
determinations, Weuld the project:
a) Conflict with or obstruct implementation of the gpplicatle air quality Q 3 A} =
b) Violate any air quality standard or conlribute subslantially to an (] O O
gxisting or projected air quality violation?
¢} Result in 3 cumuiativefy considerable net increase of apy crileriz 0 a] la} a

polfutant for which the projedt region is non-allainment under an
applicable federaf ar stale ambient zir quality slandard (including
releasing emissions which exceed guantitative thresholds for czone
precursors)?
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Potentially  LessThan  LessThon  Ne
Significant  Sigrificant  -Significant  Impact
Fmpact with Impact
Mitigation
Jnoorporated

d) Expose sedsilive receptors to substantial poiulant conegnirations? D (W] [n [
€) Creale objeclionable odors affecting a subslantial number of O | (] &
pecple?

V. BIOLOGICAL REGOURCES — Would lhe project:

.2) Have a substantial adverse effect, sither directly or through habilat D & 0 ]
modificalions. on 2ny species idenlified as a cangidate. sensiivé, or :

special slatus specics in local or regional plans, policies, or

regulalions, or by the California Depadment of Fish and Game or U.S.

Fish and Wildlife Setvice? '

b) Have a subslantial adverse effect on any riparian habitat or olher ) n c =
sensitive nalural community identified in ocal or regional pians,

policies, requlalions or by the Caiifornia Deparfment of Fish and Game

of 1JS Figh and Wildlife Service?

¢) Have a subslaniial sdverse stfect on federally protected wetiands as o o o ®
defined by Section 404 of the Claan Water Act (including, but not

fimsed to, marsh, vemal pool, ceastal, etc.) thwough dired removal,

rifling, hydrological intesfuption, or olther means?

d} interfere substantialty with tha movement of any nalive resident or D o (! B
migratory fish or wildlife species or with established nalive resident or

migratory wildiile comidérs, or impede (he use of native wildlife nursery

siles?

¢) Conflid with any local poficies or ordinances protedding biplogieal o o ] ®
resources, such as a tree preservation policy or cedinance?

1) Conflict wilh the provisions of an adopted Habital Conssrvation £3 o o
Plan, Nalural Community Conservation Plan, or other approved local,
regional, or slate habilal consarvation plan?

V. CULTURAL RESQURCES ~ Would the project:

2} £ause a subsiantial adverse change in the significance of a | O o =
historical resource 3s defined in §15064.5%

b) Cause 3 substantial adverse change in the significance of an 0 0 ] 2]
archaeological resourse pursuani lo §15084.57

Page -2-
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Potentially  Less Than Less Than  Ne
Significent  Significont  Significons Jmpact

Impact with Tmpart
Mitigation
Incorporated
¢} Direglly of indirecily destroy a unique paleontotogical resousce ar a Im} n] =
sita or unique gealogic feature?
d) Disturb any human remains, mcluding those interred outside of 0 . o : O =
formal cemeleries? '
VI_CGEQLOGY AND SOILS — Would the project:
a) Expose people or simclures to polential substantial adverse effects, ®] . o m] il
including the risk of Joss, injury, or dealh involving:
i) Ruplure of a known earthquake fault, as delineated on the oQa o o ]
most recent Alquisi-Priclo Earthquake Fault Zoning Map :
isstied by the Staie Geologist for the area or based on other
substantial evidence of a known [sult? Refer to Division of
Mines and Geology Specizl Publicatiti 42.
) Strong selsmic ground shaking? ' o 0 = m
i) Seismic-related ground failurs, including liquefaclion? =] ] O
ivy Landsldes? a 0 a ®
b) Rasull in substaniial sail erosion or ihe loss of topsoil? (] o 0 ]
<} Be located on a geologic unil or soll that is unslable, or thal would (u ] ] () ®
become unstable as a result of the project, and potentially resuft in on-
or off-site landslide, lateral spreading, subsidence. liquefaclion or
collapse?
d) Be located an expansive seil, as delioed in Table 18-1-B of the () O o R’
Uniform Building Code (1994), creating subsiantial risks o life or
property?
) Have soifs incapable of adequalely suppoiting the use of seplic 0 1 ] i
tanks or allemalive wasie waler disposgl sysiems where sewers are
not available for {he disposal of waste waler?
VIL HAZARDS AND HAZARDOUS MATERIALS =
Would the project:
4} Create a significant kazard io the pubdic or the environment through i A o &

1he routine transport, use, or disposal of hazardous malenals?

Pags -3-
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Potgnnially  LessThan  LessThen No
Significani  Significant  Significant Impac
Impacr with Impact
Mifigalion
Jreorporated

) Create a significant hazard to the public ar the eavironment through g a a ®
zasonably foresecable ypset and accident conditions involving the X ‘ )
slease of hazsrdous materals into the environment?

3 En¥ hazardous emissions or handle hazardous or acutely ' 0 o - o B
azamous malerials, substances, of waste within one-quarter mile of ' -
16 exisling or propased schagl?

B} Be located on a site which is included on a list of hazardous In] 0 0 ®
palerials sites compited pursuant o Governmend Cade Sgetion

59962.5 and, as a resuft, would il create a significant hazand io the

subfis of the etvvironment?

+) For a peeject located within an airport Jand use plan or, where such o o a B
1 pian has not been adopled, within two miles of & pubiic airpot or ‘ ' - -
jublic use airporl, wauld the preject result n a safety hazaed for people

esiging or working in ihe project area?

]

) For a project within the vicinity of 3 private airstip, would the project 0 a| o
esull tn a salely hazard for people residing or working in the projeel
wea?

7 Impait implementation of or physically inletfere wilh an adopled al o - (] ®
imergency response plan or emergency evacuation plan?

hy Expose people or struttures 10 4 sigoificant risk of ipss, injury or o | o 2
lzalh nvalving wildland fires, including whete wildlands are adjacant
0 urhanized areas o where residences are intermixed with wildlands?

vill, HYDROLOGY AND WATER QUALITY — \Would the
wojecl:

a} Violale any water quality standards or wasle discharge 0 a a ©
equirements?

b) Substanlially depiete groundwaler supplies or interfere subslantiafly a w; O
wvith groundwalter recharge such that there would be a net deficit in

1quifer volume or 3 lowering of the local groundwater table level (e.g.,

the produclion rale of pre-existing nearby wells woud drop to 2 lavel

which would not supporl existing land uses or planned uses for which

enits kave been granted)?

FPage 4.



B2/068/26m2 16:38 681-872-7141 MICKEL FaMIiy (18,

FAGE 18

Potentinlly  Less Than Lass Than No
Significant  Significant  Jignificant Impact

Impact with Tmpacet
Mitigation
Incorporated
c) Substanlially alter the existing drainage pattern of the site or area, D a . a ®
including through the aiteration of lhe course of astream or river, iIna |
mannes which would resull in subslantial erasion or siltation on- or off-
site?
) Substantially alier the exisiing drainage pattem of the site or area, (| 0 =] L4
including through the alteration of the course of a stream ot river, of
subtantially increase the raie or amount of surface runaff in a manner
which would resull in fieoding on- or ofi-site?
€} Creale or contribete runoff water which would exceed the capachy (] ] in| 5
of EXISHng of planned stormwater dralnage Systems or provige
substantial additional sources of pofiuted runofr?
1) Ctheowise substantially degrade waler quality? o [} Q ]
o) Place housing withiin a 100-year {lood hazard ares as mapped on a (m] n o B
federal Fioad Hazard Boundary oF Flood Insurance Rate Map ar other
flood hazard delineation map?
h) Place within a 100-year flood hazard area struclures which wouid ] o o =
impade or redirect fipod flows?
i} Expose people or structures to a significant risk of toss, injury or (] a a 2
dealh invelving Aooding, ingluding Nooding as a result of the failure of ’
alevee or dam?
i) tnundsation by seiche, tsurami, of mudfiiow? D n Imj
X, LAND USE AND PLANNING - Would the project:
a) Physically divide an gstablished communily? 0 0 u] 2
b) Conflict wilh any &pplicable fand use plan, policy, or regulation of an o (w] Q o
ajency with juristfiction over the project (including, but not fimited {0
the general plan, specific plan, local soasial pregram, or Zoaing
osdinance) adopled for the purpose of avoiding or mitigating an
environmental effect?
¢} Conflict wilh any appiicable habiiat conservalion plan or hatural ] o (i 2]

communily conservation plan?

X _MINERAL RESOURCES — Weould the project:

Page -5-
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a) Resull in Ihe loss of availability of a known mineml resourge that
would be of value 1o the region and the residents of the $lale?

b) Result in the loss of availabiity of a locally-impartant minerat,
rescurce recovery sie delineated on a loeal general plan, specific ptan
or olher tand use plan?

X1 NOISE ~ Would the project result in:

a) Exposure of pérsons te or generation of noise ievels in excess of
stangards astablished En the focal general plan or noise ordinance, or
applicable standards of olher agencies?

b) Expasure of persons lo or generalion of excessive groundberme
vibration or groungborne noiss levels?

¢} A substantial permangnt increase in ambient noise levels in the
project vicinity above levels existing without the project?

d} A substantial femporary or periodic increase in ambient noise levels
in the projed vicinity above levels existing without the project?

e} For a preisal iocaled wilhin an airport {and vse plaa or, where such
a plan has not been adopled, wilthin twa miies of a publkc airpori or
public use airport, would the peojact expase peaple residing or working
in the projecl area 10 exnessive noise levals?

f} For a project within the vicinity of a privale airstrip, would lhe projeet
expose people residing or working in (he project area to excessiva
noise levels?

X, POPULATION AND HOUSING -- Would ihe project:

a) Induce substanlial population growdh in an area. efther divectly {for
axamgple, by proposing new homes and businesses) or indirectty (for
example, through exiension of roads oc other infrasiructure)?

h) Bisplace substantial numbers of exisling housing, necessitating the
construclion of replacement hausing elsewhere?

£} Displace subslantial nurnbers of people, necessitating the
construdtion of replacement housing elsewhere?
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Potentially  LeseThan  LessThan No |
Sigrifizent  Significant  Significant  Impact

Impoel with Impact
Mifigation
Incorperaled
XN PUBLIC SERVICES
a) Would the project tesult in subgiantial adverse physical impacts (m} - =] .0 @
assacialed with the provision of new or physically aitered
goveirumentat fagililies, need for new or physloglly altered
govemmental facililies, the construction of which could cause
significant environmental irapacts, in order to mainiain acceplable
service rafios, respenseé kmes ar other pérormance objectives for any
of the public services:
Fire protection? 0 u| [ 2
Police protection? (] ‘ o ] =
Schools? w| 0 a ]
Parks? il ] i} =
Other public facllitres? ] ] o a
Xiv. RECREATION —
a) Would the project increase the use cf exisling neighborheod and ] 0 8] A
regtonal parks or othec restealional facilities such that substantial
physical delerioration of the facility would occur or ba accelerated?
b) Does the project include recreational facilitics or require the 0 0 o B
consiruction of expansion of recrealicnai faciities which might have an
adverse physical effect on the environment? .
XV_TRANSPORTATION/TRAFFIC — Wauild the projedt;
a) Cause an Increase in traffic which 5 substanfial in relalion to the o (] ] &
exisling {raflic load and capacity of the streel syslem (f.e., resull in a
substantial increase in either the number of vehicle trips, the volume
to capacily ralie on roads, or congestion al intersections)?
b) Exceed, either individually or cumulsiively, a level of service | ] o

slandard established by the courdy congeslion management agency
for designated roads or highways?

Page 7=
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Potentialty  LessThon  LessThan No
Signmificant  Significamt  Significunt  Impac!

Impact with Impact
Mirigation
Jrcorporated
¢) Result in a change in air iraffic pauerﬁs. including either an increase i Q (u] A
in traftic levels or a chaage in location that resulls in subslantial safety
risks? .
d) Sebstaplially increase hazards due te a desiga fealture {e.g., sharp (w] ] | 2
curves or dange/dus intersections) o incompatible uses {&.g., farm
equipment)?
e) Result in inadeguals emergency access? 'm] 0 (} 2]
1) Resull in inadequate parking capacity? ) u) o 2
g} Conflict with adopled policies, plans, er pragrams supporting o . ] 3‘
allemative ¥ranspofation (e g., bus lumouts, bicycle racks)? :
XVI UTILITIES AND SERVICE SYSTEMS -
Would the project:
a) Exceed waslewales treatmenl requirements of the applicabis ] o o B
Regional Water Quality Conirol Board?
b} Require or resul In the construction of new water of wastewaler o o 0 @
ireatmenl facilities or expansion of existing facilities, the construclion
of which could cause significan! environmental effects?
¢) Require or resuit in the conslruction of new slorm water drainage O [u] 0 {0
facilities of expansion of exisling facilities, the construction of which '
toutd cause significant environmental effecis?
d} Have sufficient waler supplies avatable 10 serve the project from fu] ! s | =)
existing enlillements and resourges, oF are new or expanded
entifemnents needed?
€) Result in a determipation by lhe waslawaler treatment provider =) ) o B
which serves or may serve Lhe projest that il has adequate capaciy lo
serve the projecls projecled demand in addition to the providers
exisling commitments?
1 Be served by a tandhll with sufficient parmilled capacity 1o £ a] o &
accommodate the projects solid wasle dispossi needs?
g) Comply with federal, state, and 1acal statutes and reguiations (| o 0 =

ralated {o solid waste?

Page -8-
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Potentially  Less Than  lessThen Ne
Signlficont  Significamt  Sigrificant Impacs
Impact with Impact
Mitigation
Incorporated

X MANDATORY FINDINGS QOF SKSNIFICANCE

2) Daes the project have the potential {o degrade the quality of the o o i} a
environment, substantiaily redece the habitat of a fish or wildlife

species, ¢ause 2 fish or wildlife populetion to Srop below self-

sustaining levels, threaten to eliminate a plant or animai community,

reduce the number or restrict the range of'a rare or endanyered plant

or animal or eliminate important examples of the major petiods of

Catifornia history o1 prehistony?

bj Does the project have impacts that are Individually imited, bt o O o 2
curnulatively considerable? ("Cumulalively considerable™ meansthei

the incremenial effects of a project arg considersble when viewed in

conneciion wilh the effeds of pasl projects, the effects of olhet cument

projects, and the effects of probable future projecis)?

c) Does the project have enviconmental effedls which will cause o 0 O =
substantial zdverse cffects on human beings. either directly or
indirectly?

Page -0-
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EXPLANATION OF RESPONSES
INITIAL STUDY CHECKLIST
Project: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program-
Agency: Kern County Water Agency
L Aesthetics.
2. The Project wiil have the potential to increase {he zesthetic value of the Kern River corridor
area during weriing periods.
b. The Project will not damage scenic visual character or guality because new activities are
complémenting existing operations.
c. See tb above.
d. The Project may create 4 new source of light during well construciion, since well drilling
occurs around the clock, However, this will be a temporary effect
IL Agriculture Resources.
a. No farmlang will be taken out of produstion as 4 result of construction and acquisition of
assets proposed under this Projeci.
b. No. None of the 1ands at the Project locations proposed for facitity construction are under a
Williamson Act contract.
E. No
I Air Quality.
a. The groject will resulf in increased atr emissions from vehicles and equipment during the

construction snd aperation and maintenance periods, However, the eémissions will ba shurt
term and no more than from existing urban and agricultural activities,

b. During construction and operatian, the Project will not result in vielation of any ait quality
standards or generate any ohjectionable odors.

&, The praject is not expecied to generate a cumulative net increase in any pollutant for which
the region is i non-atainment under federal or Siate standards.

o, Nao.,

g, MNo.
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Biological Resources.

a Nao threatzned o endangéred, or other sensitive plantor wildlife species, pursuantto State and
Federal Endangered Spacies Act, are knownto be present at or near the proposed project sites.
The project is not expected o reducs ar enhance the diversity of native plants at the project
site. All construction will occur in existing maintained sight-of-way, or on actively farmed
land, or o1 an area with an existing Habitat Conservation Plan permitted for such activity.

b. . TheProject will not have any adverse impact on riparian habitat or other sensitive natural
communities. The Project may have a positive benefit on riparian habirat identified in the
I ern River Parkway, since ane of the goals of this Project is to maintain a wetted ] 2-mile
stretch of Kern River Channel through the center of Bakersficld.

c. No federally protected wetlands pursuant Section 404 of the Clean Water Act will be
- impagcted by the Project.

d. Construction and operation on project sites will not impact migration of fish, movement of
native residentsor wildlife species because construction and operation will ocour on actively
farmed areas or in existing maintained project right-of -ways areas.

£. Mo. In fact, the Project as proposed will complement existing polices and ordinances
pertaining to the City of Bakersficld Kern River Parkway Plan and Environmenta! Impagt
Report adopted in 1988. No large trees, such as the heritage oal, will be removed by the
Projeet.

£.  Itisthe intent ofthe proposed project tothe extent practical, (o cooperate and complemantthe
existing Meiropolitan Bakersfieki Habitat Conservation Plan and the Kem Watsr Bank
Habitat Congervation Plan.

Cultural Resources.
. Preliminary field reconnaissance surveys indicate that historical and archeological sites are

present in areas of higher elevarion on portions of project lands, However, no construction
will coour an or hedr any known sites.

b. Baced on the best information available to the Ageney no impacted ars expected..
<. No known palecontological resource or unique geologic feature will be impasted,

d. Based on the best information available to the Ageney no impacted are expected.

Geology and Soils.
a. The Project as proposed will not expose people or structures to potential substantial adverse

cffests resulting from earthquakes, seismic ground shaking, seismic-reieted ground failure or
landsiides.

Pape -d-
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No

The project will not uncover orexpose any unstable ezrth conditions and/or unstable geclogic
substructures oi unit. '

No. '

No.

Hazards and Harardous Materials,

a.

b.

The project will not invelve the use of any hazardous substances.
No. .

No.

MNo.

No.

No,

No.

No.

Hydrology and Water Quality

a.

b.

Na.

This project is designed to enhance local groundwater supplies by maxintizing recharge and
use of K ern River flood Aows that wonid other b Toss to the Kern County proundwater basin.
During recharge perfads, the project will change the absorption rate and pattern atthe project
where the recharge/regulation ponds are 10 be built, because water will be impovnded n
recharge ponds. Sucface runoff patterns at the site will be slightly altered due to construction
aof theshallow ponds. Recovery of previously recharged groundwater will lower groundwater
{evels but not less than pre-project conditions. Over the term of the projeet, recovery of water
will not be morethan has been recharped by the project, after accounting for recharge losses.
Tharefore, néarby wells wifl not be impacted by the projest, ar will be mitigated to less than
significant pursuant to the Kern Fan Monitoring Committee.

No.
Because the a purpase of the propased project is to maximize recharge of flood and ather Kemn
River water, flooding of the recharge ponds and the multipurpose recreational facility may

oesur during flood flows on the Kern River, The flocding will have no impacl because

Page -5~
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facilities are designed for this operation and this is expected o occur about 20% of thie years,

e. No.
f. No.
g. No.
h. As has been previously described elsewhere in this section, the purpose of the prajeet is to

maximize opportunities for beneficial use of Keern River water that would otherwise be loss
to the Kern County groundwater basin. As such, the project proposes to construct facilities
that will divert, imped end redirect flead {lows. However, iy impacts (o the environment will
be [ess than significant.

i No.
] No.

IX,  Land Use and Planning.
a, No o

b, The Ken River Parkway Plan and EIR were adopted in 1588 by the City of Bakersfield. The
netural site pracently includes 1,480 acres along the majestic Kern Réver corridor extending
from Manor Stregt on the northeast side of the City of Bakersficld to 2 point one mile below
the Stockdale Highway bridge on the city’s western edge. A bike path meanders alongsidethe
course ofthe Kern River, providing for 12 miles of uninterrupred scenic activity. The primary
benefits of the Parkway include flood control, water recharge and conservation, preservation
and rastoration of native riparian habitats and open space for greenbeltand recreational uses.
The Kem Rivet Parkway is a community project involving active, ¢on-going publie
participation and has resulted inimproved community imsge and atiractiveness ofthe natural
enviromment; a unigue family ariented recreational area for ail to enjoy. Mzjor features of the
Kern River Parkway include: 1) 320 acres of primary river chanmmel; 2) 275 acres of natural
and riparian jand; 3} 460 acres of natural habitas for educational studies; 4) 25 acre Truxtun
Lake Recharge Arca; 3) 12 miles of uatnterrupted bike path with 9 rest areas; §) 8 miles of
equestrian trails; 7)Mulii-station excreise par course; 213 professional quality sand vollcyball
sourts; 9) 4 public parks with group picnic areas.

c. No. See response number 1X b, above,
X. Mineral Resources

a No.

b, No.
Xi  Noise

Page -6-
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‘ .

2. Construetion of new facilitics and operation of well drilling equipment will temporanly
increase lacal noise fevels. Operation of wells in dry years may cause noise. However, nois¢
levels are expected to be no preater than existing urbant and apricoitural activities and there
are nonoisc-sensitive land uses in proximity to the proposed fasilities that could be affecred.

h. Persons living south of Stockdale Highway may be able to hers stevatad noise levels. See“a”
above

c. Ne.

d. Yes. See answer X1 a, aboye

e. Ne.

f. Ne.

XII. Pgpulation and Housing.

a, Mo,
b. Nea.
C No.

XI1. Public Services.
a. The project as propesed will have no effect on any pubiic service, including fire protzction,
police protection, schools, and parks, and/or other public fagilities.

X1V, Recreation.

a. The Kemn River Parkway adjacent 1¢ and at the centerof the project and waould be completed
by the projeet. See answer (o IX b above.

b. No.

XV.  Traosportation and Traffic.

a. Thers will be sdditional vekitular and truck traffic on local roads and highways, and ondirt
roads within the projest sites, during construction. Hawever, the velume of this short-term
traffic is expecied to be very low and readily accommodated by available capaeity on local
public roads and highways.

b. The project will not alier existing public road systems or circulalion patterns because no -

public road will be closed or re-aligried as 2 result of the project. Construction of the projert
may increase the number and location of private access roads within the sites,

Page -7
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No.
No.

Mo,

Utilities and Services Systema,

a.
b,

C.

No.
No.
No.

Yes, the project proposes acguisition of the Lower Kern River right from the pre-1914 La
Haciende/Garcos right.

No.

No.

Yes.

Mandatory Findings of Significance.

The project will nothave an adverss effect on environment, substantiaily raduce the habitat
of fish or wildlife populations, threaten or eliminate a plant or animal community, of
adversely impactsensitive planis and wildlife, reduee the number or restrict the range of arare
orendangered plantoranimal species. This is becausethe project as proposed will construet,
operste and maintain facilitics in existing mzinizined right-of-ways, farm land, arcas having
ap existing Habitat Conservation Plan permitting the activities andfor areas not considered as
habitat or ocespied by threatened or endangered species or any sensitive spoeies,

The project is designated 10 achieve long-term enhancement of local water supplies by
increasing reliability of local supplies in the future, Ac such, the long-term environmental
benefits of the project are primary. Project is to be implemented concurrent with similar
ongoing prajects by City of Bakersfield, Berrenda Mesa WD, Rosedzle Rio-Brave WSD,
Buena Vista WSD, West Kern WID and the Kem Water Bank Attthority. The preposed
projeat could have cumulative impacts on ground water due to concurrent and overlapping
impacts of (hese similar projects. Pacticipation in the Kern Fan Monitoring Committee under

Page .§-
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the Memerandum of Understanding régarding operation and monitoring of the Kem Waicr
Bank ground water banking prograrns will oversge these projects and recommend measures
ta mitigate these impacts to less than significant,

c. The projeet does not have the environmental effects 1o potentially cause substantive adverss
effects on human beings either directly or indirectly.

Pzge -9-



EXHIBIT A

KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

This is prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 {(CEQA), ' and the
State CEQA Guidelines, °.

NAME OF PROIECT: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Pregram.

PROPOSED PROJECT LOCATION: The Project is primarily located along the Kern River
corridor from the projected extension of Haley Street on the east side, to the California
Aqueduct on the west end, and south and west of Bakersfield in the unincorporated
portion of the county along the Cross Valiey Canal and Arvin-Edison Canal and
including other local water conveyance facilities. Also, see attached Project location
maps.

DESCRIPTION QF PROPOSED PROJECT: Summary. Project proposes to provide
significant water quality, water supply, environmental and community benefits for the
metropolitan Bakersfield area and a broad range of Kern County water users through
the coordinated implementation of a number of program components including the; (1)
acquisition of the Lower Kern River water right (Lower Right}, i.e., Hacienda/Garces
pre-1914 water right, including associated Lake {sabella Storage; (2) Purchase of land
from Castle and Coocke California, Inc., for additional recharge and recovery facilities;
(3) construction of 12 new water Ag recovery wells and enough Urban welis to achicve
a maximum flow capacity of 60 cfs; and (4) Construction of water exchange facilities
and modification of the Pool 1 portion of the Cross Valley Canal.

Fxpanded Description. See Initial Study for Proposed Project, attached.

FINDINGS WHICH SUPPORT NEGATIVE DECLARATION: After making an assessment
of the possible impacts of the proposed Project and reviewing an Initial Study dated
July 27, 2000, the Board of Directors of the Kern County Water Agency has determined
that the proposed Project as presented will not have any significant effect on the
environment, either directly or indirectly.

INITTIAL STUDY: A copy of the Initial Study and environmental checklist prepared by
Agency staff, dated July 27, 2000, is attached.




EXHIBIT A

MITIGATION MEASURES: Mitigation measures which have been incorporated info the
proposed Project to aveid potentially significant environmental effecis are as follows:
1. Thraughout the term of the preposed Project, Project water quality,
groundwater monitoring, and groundwater recharge losses will be
- consistent with the Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Operation
and Monitoring of the Kern Water Bank Groundwater Banking Program,
dated October 28, 1995, and consistent with the Operation and Moenitoring
Procedure for the Pioneer Project, dated May 28, 1928.

2. Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located to
avoid areas suspected to have hydrocarban contamination, and to the
extent practical, not to interfere with oil (crude or refined) or natural gas
pipelines or other sensitive oilfield areas.

3 Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located to
minimize potential impacts to the Agency’s Cross Valley Canal.

‘ D
4. A mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program (atitached as Exhibit €)

CONTACT PERSON, TELEPHONE NUMBER: Mr. Thomas N. Clark, Generat Manager,
Kern County Water Agency, P.O. Box 58, Bakersfield, CA. 93302; (661)-634-1400. If
you require additional information regarding this proposed Project, please contact Mr.

Kane Totzke, Kern County Water Agency, (661) 834-1468; e-mail: kane@kcwa.com

o NN

Thomas N‘.\_C‘I'ark, General Manager Date

1. Public Resources Code, Section 2100, et seq.

2. Title 14, Division 6, California Administrative Code, as amended.



EXHIBIT B
CEQA Notice of Determination

To: X Office of Planning and Research : From: Kern County YWater Agency
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 P.O Box a8
Sacramento, CA 95814 3200 Rio Mirada Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93302
X County Clerk
County of Kern
1115 Truxton Ave., 1% Floor
Bakersfieid, CA ©3301-4633
Subject: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public Rescurces Code.
Project Titte: Kerm River Resloration and Water Supply Program

State Clearinghouse Number: SCH #2000087017
{{f submitted to Clearinghouse)

Lead Agency: Kern County Water Agency
Contact Person: Thomas N. Clark, General Manager
Telephone: - (BB1) 634-1400

Project Location: See attached Negative Declaration.

(include county)
Project Description: See attached Negative Declaration.

This is 1o advise that on Septembar 7, 2000, the Kern County Water Agency {as lead agency) approved the project (mare particularly
described in the attached Negative Declaration) and has determined thal no addiffonal enwirenmental review is required.

An Initial Study and Subsequent Negative Declaration with findings were prepared for the Agency’s recent action pursuant to the
provisions of CEQA Guidelings sections 15070 through 15075 concluding that no additional envirenmental review is required. The
recent action will not have any significant effect on the environment. Mitigation measures were made a condition of the Agency’s
recent action on the project. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted in connectian with the Agency's recent aclion
on this project.

This is 1o cerify that the Initial Study with comments and responses and record of project approval is available to the general public at:
Kern County Water Agengy, P.O. Box 58, 3200 Rio Mirada Drive, Bakersficld, Kern County, CA 93302

e P —
Signature,

Thorkas N, Clark, General Manager, Kern County Waler Agency

Date Q‘—’WD ‘Q

Date received for fiing at OPR:




EXHIBIT C

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

Project Title:

Location:

CERTIFICATE OF FEE EXEMPTION

De Minimis Impact Finding

Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program

Kern River Corridor area, fromMetropolitan Bakerstield ic the
California Aqueduct, Kern County

Project Description:  This project will generate broad local water supply, environmental

-
'

AW

and community benefits, and targeted drinking water quality
benefits within the metropolitan Bakersfield area.
The Project consists of the four compenents, generally described
below. '
Acquisition of the Kern River lower water right;
Construction of enough urban area wells to achieve a flow capacity of
about 60 cfs;
Construction of water conveyance exchange facilities;
Construction and acquisition of local facilities to enhance groundwater
recharge and recovery apportunities.

Findings of Exemption:

1.

Certification:

The project consists of water ripht transter and minimal censtruction and/or
modification of water transfer and exchange facilities.

The lead agency has no evidence before it, including the information in the Initial
Study and comments of appropriate reviewing agencies, (o indicate that the
proposed project could have any potenlial {for adverse effects on fish and wildlife
TESOUICES.

I hereby certify that the public agency has made the above finding(s) and that the project will not
individually or cumulatively have an adverse effect on wildlife resources, as defined in Section
71.2 of the Fish and Game Code.

Date: September 7, 2000 Local Lead Agency: Kern County Water Agency

LA

Title: General mnger Manager



EXHIBIT D
MITIGATION, MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

OVERVIEW

Comments received on the Proposed Negative Declaration regarding the Kern
River Program highlight a significant feature of the design of the program: the program has been
designed and will be implemented to compij,l with all aspects of existing law. Important laws with
which the project has been designed to comply are the Federal Endangered Species Act, State
Endangered Species Act, and a variety of laws and regulations governing water quality and
impacts on legal users of water. While compliance with such laws and regulations is an integral
feature of the program, the Agency understands that some entities would prefer a formal
acknowledgment of intended compliance as a form of mitigation, and appropriate monitoring and
reporting. Accordingly, the Agency agrees to clarify the following mitigation measures which are

part of the program as designed and adopt appropriate monitoring and reporting measures.

MONITORING & REPORTING FOR DESIGNED MITIGATION ELEMENTS

1. ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Federal and State Endangered Species Act
(a) Program Design:

The program has been designed to avoid any impact on known endangered or
threatened species, federal or state, or other species of concern. In the first
instance, the program has been designed to have an extremely small footprint of
disrupted land in the construction of facilities. Additionally, the facility
construction will occur primarily on existing highly cultivated farmland or highly
maintained rights of way in which it is unlikely that such species or their habitat
will be encountered. Further, care will be utilized to have such locations examined

by personnel knowledgeable in the identification of endangered and threatened



(b)

species and their habitat to ensure the avoidance of any impact. In the unlikely
event that unavoidable impacts are encountered, the Agency wiil comply fully with
Federal and State Endangered Species Acts to ensure that such impacts are

mitigated to insignificance.

In summary, the Agency commits to full compliance with both Federal and State
Endangered Species Act requirements. While no impact aon such species is
contemplated due to the design of the program, any unexpected impacts will be

handled in full comphance with federal and state law.

Monitoring & Reporting:

The General Manager is hereby directed to provide knowledgeable staft assistance,

and consultants where requiréd, to monttor the progress of construction and

implementation to ensure compliance with federal and state endangered species

laws and regulations.

(1) During the construction phase of the program, the General Manager shall
report to the Board on a quarterly basis regarding the following-

) The identification, if any, of any potentially impacted federal or
state threatened or endangered species.

(ii) Specification of all méasures taken to avoid any impact on such
species or on the habitat of such species.

(iii)  Where impact proves to be unavoidable, whether a project
component was abandoned or whether sufficient mitigation
measures were utilized to reduce the level of impact to
insigruficance.

) Afler construction, the General Manager shall include in annual reports to
the Board the following:

(i) Whether any potential significant impacts on federal or state
endangered or threatened species have been 1dentified, and

(il) What measures have been taken to reduce such potential impacts fo



nsignificance.

2. ADOFPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Injury to Righis of Legal Users of Water

and Facilities

{a)

(b)

Program Design:

The program is designed to ensure that all water and facilities utilized by the
program are obtained with full protection of the rights of existing legal users. Full
compensation will be provided by the Agency where such rights of legal users of
water or facilities are impaired, and absent such compensation such rights of legal
users will not be impaired. This extends to the legal users of ground water as the
program has been designed to avoid significant impact on such users. In the event
of disputes regarding the existence of such impacts, the Agency will submit such
disputes to the previously established Kern Fan Monitoring Committee for

handling under established rules.

Monitering and Reporting:

The General Manager shall include in an annual report to the Board a report on the

following items of concern:

(1) The alieged occurrence of any impact on the rights of legal users of water
or facilities, including any alleged impacts on groundwater,

{2) The measures utilized to investigate such alleged impacts;

3) The results of such investigation;

) The measures utilized to avoid impacts to such nights of legal users, or the

measures utilized to reduce such impacts to insignificance.

3. ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Water Quality

(a)

Program Design:
The program is designed to avoid any potential adverse impacts on water quality.
Utilization of the water nghts acquired under the program will not significantly

differ in water quality impacts from the existing uses of such water. The intent of



the program is to secure the benefits of Kern River water quality for drinking
water quality and Kern County. The program wil be aperated to avoid significant

adverse impact on the water quality available to any legal user of water,

(b} Monitoring and Reporting:
The General Manager shall include in an annual report to the Board of Directors
the following items:
(1) A statement regarding the water quabity status of the program dunng the
prior year,
2) An identification of all problem areas encountered, if any, and the measures
taken to avoid any significant adverse impact on the water quality of any

legal user of water.

GENERAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

The annual report referred to herein shall be prepared under the direction of the
General Manager and a registered engineer of the State of California, in consultation with
individual(s) knowledgeable in the identification of endangered or threatened species and their
habitats. The report may include additional operational, and economic data of interest to the
community, but at a minimum shall contain the information specified above as required elements

of the report.
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GROUNDWATEER Forn River Program

Augrust 29, 2000

Mr. Rob Quiring, District Manager

Kernn Mosquito and Vector Control Tistrict
4705 Allen Road

Bakersficld, CA 93312

RE: Response to letter regarding CEQA compliance for the Kern River
Restoration and Water Supply Program

Dear Mr. Quiring:

Thank yeu for your letter dated August 3, 2000 responding to the Kern County
Water Agency’s {Agency) Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for the
Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program (Program). The Agency has
revicwed your concerns expressed in the letier and outlined below is the Agency’s
response. '

Under the Program , two {2) recharge ponds (10 acre and 5 acre) are proposed for
construction, both located just east of Allen Road and near the Kern River Stockdale
Highway bridge . A proposed 40 acre 1o 50 acre Soccer field 1o be construcred may
be used for groundwaler recharge in the wettest years on the Kern River. This
proposed field is alzo located east of Allen Road and north of the Kern River near
the Stockdale bridge. The recharge ponds will be operated very similar to the
Truxtun Lake recharge ponds owned by the City of Bakerstield, which we
understand have not created a mosguito concern 1o the surrounding community. The
Soceer field will probably be operated by the North of the River Parks and
Recreation District under an arrangement with the City of Bakersfield. The iwo
recharge ponds may be jointly managed by the Agency’s lmprovement District No. 4
and the City of Bakersfield’s Water Resources Department. The recharge ponds and
Saccer field are planned as part of a community park under a residential and
commercial development proposed by Castle and Cooke California, Inc.

As with other existing recharge basins under the Agency’s control, we do aor
anticipate any concerns with mosquitocs , however, we will comply with any
applicable regulations and cooperate with your Disirict to address any concerns you
may have, should any arise at some firture time. Please contact Kane Totzke at (661)
634-1468 with any questions regarding this matier.

Sincerely,

“TANG—

Tom Ciark
General Manger
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Kern County Water Agency Kern County Wales&gency

p. O. Box 58
Bakersfield, Califcrnia ©3302-0058

RE: Kern River Restoration & Wabter Supply Project

Tom:

The District has several cocmments in regard to the recharge basins
that would be constructed as part of this proposed project.

During years when groundwater recharge operations were being
conducted, it would not be feasible to treat these basins by
aircrafr if they produced mosquitoces because of the proximity of
residential areas and heavily-traveled roads {i.e Stockdale, Buena
Vista, Allen). During the last couple of years when performing
mosquite control operations, the District's airplane pilot has
encountered increasing numbers of Joggers, bikers, horgeback
riders, etc. in the "2800" and the other recharge areas wegt aof
&llen Road. These new basins will, zalso, attract similar
attention by the publiic.

Ideally, vegetation in the basins would be managed in a manner that
would allow the control of the agquatic stage of mosguitoes through

the use of mosquitofish. Due to the size of these basins,
treatment by ground rigs spraying around the perimeter would be
ineffective. The use of ingecticides in areas frequented by the

public is a real challenge these days due to the increasingly
negative reaction by people to pesticide usage in general.

Hopefulily, these concerns will be considered by the Agency when the
basins are constructed.

Sincerely,

AL,

Rol Quiring
Digtrict Manager
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GROUNDWATEER keen 2iver Progras:

August 29, 200

- Ms. Susan Jones

L1.S. Fish and Wildlife Service
2800Cottage Way, W-2603
Sacramento. CA 85825

RE: Response to iefter regarding CEQA compliance for the Kem River
Restoration and Water Supply Program

Dear Ms. Jones:

Thank you for your letter dated August 21, 2000 responding 10 the Kern County
Water Agency’s (Agency) Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for the
Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program (Program).  We concur with the
1J.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s {Service) statement thal the Program as propased
will provide environmental benefits to the local environment: the Agency beheves
the Program 1s an opportunity o secure environmental local benefits along the Kemn
River corridor for wildlife and the community of Bakersfield.

In response o the Service’s concern regarding participation in the Metropolitan
Bakersficld Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), the Agency plans to comply with any
regulations including those requiring participation in payment of habitat management
fees, where applicable. We note however that the Program facilities proposed for
modification and/or construction taking place within the Metropolitan Bakersfield
HCP are projects less than ten {10) acres in size undertaken for strictly public
purposes and therefore exempt from the Habitat Management Fees, pursuant to the
City of Bakersfield Ordinance 3356.

Other Pregram facilitics, as descnibed 1o the Imitial Study and proposed Negative
Declaration may occur on active farmland owned by the Agency, on well maintained
right-of-ways owned by the Agency or ather locat water districts. These proposed
facilities will have a very small footprint of permanently disturbed land, e.g., fess
than 1/10th of an acre disturbance per well site, in arcas devoid of species subject o
the Federal Endangered Species Acl. Furthermore, since no take of threatened or
endanpgered species will occur due to construction of facilities on farmland, fallow
land, grazing land or natura land, the Agency believes no incidental take permit or
compensation is required for the Program. The Agency wil, of course, comply with
the regulations if avoidance of impacts is not feasible.



M= Suszan fones

U5, Fish and Wildlite Service
August 26, 2000

Page 2

The Agency hopes this letter resolves any concerns you may have with the Program. Again, we believe
the overall Program will secure signiftcant water quality. water supply, enviconmenta! and commuiity
benefits to the citizens of the greater Bakersfield area. The Program will also complement and
supplement ihe existing the Kern River Parkway Plan adopted by the Ciry of Bakersfieid in 1988 through
cooperative walter exchanges and groundwater recovery (o keep the Kern River wet through the center of
Bakersfield during the peak recreational months of May through September. Plcase contact Kane Totzke
at (661) 634-1468 with any questions regarding this magier.

Sipgerely,

Tom Clark
 General Manaper

DAWPDOCS\Angd i sfws response - ji5 eomments. wpd
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August 14, 2000

M:z. Thomas N. Clark, General Manager
Kern County Water Agency

P.O. Box 58

Bakersfield, California 93302-0058

Subject: California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Compliance for the Kem
River Restoration and Water Supply Program, Kern County, California

Dear Mr. Clark:

This is in response to your July 27, 2000, letter concerning the Initial Study and Proposed Draft
Negative Declaration for the Kemn River Regtoration and Water Supply Program in Kemn County,
California, We understand from the materials enclosed with your letter that some of the property
proposed for development is inside, and some is outside the boundaries of the Metropolitan
Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). We appreciale your efforts to provide water in the
river channe] for a greater parl of the year, and we agrec that this will enhance riparian vegetation
and could provide habitat for some protected species in an area where they historically occurred,
such ag the least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusilius) and southwestern willow flycatcher
(Empidonax traillii extimus).

We expect that somc parts of the project will occur within the boundaries of the Metropolitan
Bakersfield HCP, and that fees will be paid into the habitat compensation fund,/ We think this
should be mentioned in the Negative Declaration, as it is a mitigation under CEQA for effects on
protected species. We arc concerned about the effects of portions of the project outside the
Metropolitan Bakersfield HCP on San Joaquin kit foxes (Vulpes macrotis murica), Tipton
kangaroo rats (Dipodomys nitrateides nitratoides), and blunt-nosed leopard lizards (Gambelia
silus), which are protected under the Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act).
The map of the project mentions potential agricultural and urban area well sites, and installation
of recharge ponds on an §0-acre parcel now belonging to Castle and Cooke. Kit fox are known
to forage on, and disperse across natural land, fallow land, farmland in row crops, and grazing
“land. Any construction of structures on farmland, fallow land, grazing land, or natural land likely
will require compensation under the Act. No indication is given of the present land uses and



Mr. Thomas N. Clark )

project footprints for portions of the project outside the MB HCP, s6 we cannot provide an
adequate evaluation at this time.

Section 9 of the Act and :ts implementing regulations prohibit the "take™ of federally listed fish
and wildlife species. Take 15 defined by the Act as "to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound,
kill, trap, capture, or collect" any listed wildlife species. "Harm" in this definition includes
significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or injures wiidlife, by
significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding, or sheltering,
(50 CFR § 17.3).

* Take incidental to an otherwise lawful activity may be authorized by one of two procedures. Ifa
Federal agency is involved with the permitting, funding, or carrying out of the project, then
initiation of formal consultation between that agency and the Service pursuant to section 7 of the
Act is required if it is determined that the proposed project will adversely affect a listed species.
Such a consultation would result in a biological opinion that addresses the anticipated effects of
the project to the listed species and may authorize a limited level of incidental take” 1f a Federal
agency is not involved with the project, and a listed species may be taken as a result of the
project, then an incidental take permit pursuant to section 10(a)(1)(B) of the Act should be
obtained. The Service may issue a permit upon completion of a satisfactory HCP for the listed
species that would be subject to take as a result of the project. Applicants approved by the
Service and the Califarnia Department of Fish and Game, as applicable, may satisfy the Act by
buying credits and obtaining incidental take authority through the Kern Water Bank HCI* and

Master Permit.

While the Metropolitan Bakersfield HCP is not applicable to portions of the project outside its
borders, it sets a precedent in Kem County for providing endangered species compensation for
conversion of farmland to buildings and other structures, For example, we worked with the Kemn
County Planning Department in the development of the compensation measures that were
required for the Rio Bravo Tomato Company plant, which was sited on row crop faunland.

We appreciate you conlacting us about your proposed project. We would appreciate receiving
more detailed information about the project concerning proposed construction locations and
footprints, related access roads if any, and schedule. Thank you for your interest in conserving
threatenad and endangered species. Please contact Susan Jones or Peter Cross at (916) 414-6600
if you have any questions about this letier.

Sincerely,
ﬁdfd/ﬂ. h‘iﬂw

Karen T Miller
Chiel, Endangered Species Division



Mr, Thomas N. Clark

cel Andy Gordus, CDFG, Fresno, Califernia
Steve Strait, Kern County Planning Department
Cheryl Harding, Kern Water Bank Authority
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SCH # 2000081017, KERN RIVER RESTORATION AND WATER SUPPLY PROJECT, KERN COUNTY

akersfield, CA 93302-0058

/e have reviewed the Initial Study and Proposcd Negative Declaration to provide groundwater and surface water
augmentations to the Kern River as it flows through the City of Bakersfield. The augmentations will occur
uring the summer months and be used for recreation. We understand that the project will involve construction

of new agricultural and urban wells, modification of emslmg water exchange {acilities and. possibly, construction
of an interconnection in the area of the Kem River.

»i more than five acres will be disturbed, the construction activities will be subject to regulation under the
General Construction Activity Storm Water Permit, State Water Resources Control Beard Order No. 95-08-
W, National Pollutant Discharpe Elimination System, General Permit No. CAQ0G002 {general permit). A
copy of the permit is enciosed. Before construction begins, a Notice of [ntent to comply with the parmit imust be
<ubmitted to the Siate Waler Resources Control Board at the address indicated in the permit, and a Storm Water
ollution Prevention Plan must be prepared. Further information regarding the storm water program is available
at the State Board web site at: http://www swreb.ca.gov or vou may call Jarma Bennett at {559) 445-6046.

" the construction activities will involve the discharpe of dredged or fill material into navigable waters or
wetlands, a permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act may be needed from the US Army Cocps of
“ngineers. For more infornmmation, please call Kathy Norton with the US Army Corps of Engineers at

316) 557-5260.

“fa permit is needed {rom the US Army Corps of Enginsers, certification of conformance with water quality
tandards pursiant 10 Section 401 of the Clean Water Act will be needed. Enclosed 18 a summary of mfornmation
that we would nced to consider a request for water quality certification.

[ yvou have any questions, please call Betly Yee of this office at (559) 445-5125.

sy -

" LONNIE M. WASS
‘enior Engincer
CE No. 38917

inclosure

California Environmental Protection Agency

Q':g‘ Recycled Paper
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'LANNING DEPARTMENT

TED JAMES, AICP, Director
700 TR STREET, SUITE 100
AKERSFIELD, CA 93301-2323
none: (661) £62-8800
FAXC: (661) 8682-8601 717 Refay 1.800.735-2929

Edafl panning@co.kermn.ca us
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AGENCY -

DAVID PRICE I, RMA DIRECTOR
Comumuhitly Development Program Depatment
Engimeering & Survay Services Depariment
Envirogmental Health Servicas Oepurtnont
Plannlng Bepartmant

Ropzds Depadment

September 5, 2000

Tora Clark, General Manager

Kem County Water Agency

P.O. Box 58 )
Bakersfield CA 93302-0058

Re:  Ipitial Study - Kem River Restoration and Water Supply Program

Dear Mr, Clark-

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Initizl Study for this project. The Planring Department
has no corments on this phase of the project. If you have any questions, please call Steve Strait at
(661) 862 8643.

Very truly yours,

TED JAMES, AICP, Director
Kem County Planming Departrment

S Hp

by Steve Stratt, Associate Planner
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nr. Thomas N, Clark
August 31, 2000
Page 2

abandonment will be reviewed at thal time. If the wel! cannot be identified, remedial
operations may be required.

Thank you for the apporlunity to comment on the initial study and proposed
negative declaration. If you have questions, or require technical assistance or
information, please contacl Jack Truschel at the Bakersfietd district office: 4800
Stockdale Highway, Suite 417, Bakersfteld, CA 93309; or, phone (661) 322-4031. You .

may also call me at (916) 445-8733. /l‘

Jason Marshall
Assistant Director

cc: Jack Truschel
Division of Oi, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, Bakersfield

Linda Campion
Division of Qil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, Sacramenio

=1

oz
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September 6, 2000

Board of Directors

Kern County Water Agency
P. 0. Box 58

Balkersfield, CA 93302-0058

Re: Funding for Kern River Restoration Project, Purchase of
Lower River Rights and Associated Activities

Dear Sirs and Madam:

Further to the policy meeting of Tuesday, Aungust 29, 2000, and the Belridge
Water Storage District (BWSD) Board meeting held on September 5, 2000, T
am writing to you on behalf of the Belridge Board of Directors.

We appreciate the recent efforts of the Kern County Water Agency (KCWA)
staff to explain the project as it develops, and acknowledge that this is still an
evolving program. While we support the general direction of the Agency n
this instance, and in deed applaud the efforts of Agency stafl which made
such a project possible, we ask that during the finalization of the project that
staff attempt to assure that the BWSD is no worse off in its access to banking
operations or water than it was priox to the acqusition of the Lower River
Rights by the KCWA.

We would also like to point out that currently BWSD has no opportunity to
bank high flow river water in times of plenty, in order to withdraw such
water during times of shortage. We would very much like to have access to
some of this water.

While we know that there have heen questions xaised as to the equity of the
distribution of the monies which, we understand, were originally intended io
compensate for shortages on the State Water Project, we are sure that the
KCWA Directaors and staff will strive to be fair to all. We would hope,
bowever, the substantial benefits that accrue to the City of Bakersfield from
the project will lead to the City becoming further involved in water matters
within the County. We believe that both the County and the City have

E (E&5]) TE2-TA1E
DAKERSFIELD, CALIFORNI{A 32302-1087 TELEFPHON
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Board of Directors

Kern County Water Agency
September 6, 2000

Page Two

suffered from the absence of the City on many of the discussions regarding
water and how it effects the future of the County. Hopefully this will now
change.

Please let us kunow if there are any questions on any of the above.
Sincerely,

William D. Phillimore
President

WDP/et
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State Clearinghouse Fax: 916-323-3018

Number of pages
(including cover page)
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If you do not receive all the pages of this facsimile, please contact:
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State Clearinghouse Rt
Gray Davis Steve Nissen)
GOVERMOR ACTING DIRESTOR

September 6, 2006

Kane Totzke

Kemn County Water Agency
P.0. Box 58

3200 Rio Mirada Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93308

Subject: Kem River Restoration and Water Supply Program
SCH#: 2000081017

Dear Kane Totzke:

The State Clearingbouse submitted the above named Negative Declaration to selected siate agencies for
review., On the enclosed Document Details Report please mote that the Clearimghouse has listed the state
agencics that revicwed your decurcent. The review period closed on September S, 2000, and the comments
from the responding agency (ics) i3 (are) enclosed. If this comment package is not in order, please notify
the State Clearinghouse immediately. Please refer to the project’s ten-digit State Clearinghouse number in
future correspondence so that we may respond promptly.

Piease nate that Section 21 104(c) of the California Public Resources Code states that:

“A responsible or other public agency shall only make substantive comments regarding those
activities involved in a project which are within an area of experiise of the agency or which are
required to be carried out or approved by the agency. Those comments shall be supported by
specific documentation”

These comments are forwarded for use in preparing your final environmental document. Should you need
more information or clarification of the enclosed comments, we recommend that you contact the
commentng agency directly.

This tetter acknowledges that you have complied with the Stale Clearinghouse review requirements for draft

environmenfal decuments, pursuant te the Califormia Environmental Quality Act. Please contact the State
Clearinghouse at {(916) 4450613 1f you have any questions regarding the environmental review process.

Si.ucef-:ly,

Terry Roberts

Senior Planner, State Clearinghouse

Enclosures
cc: Resources Agency

1400 TENTH STREET F.O. BOX 1044 SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNTA 05811-3044
PI6-445-0613 FAX §16-323-3018  WWW.OPE.CA.GUV/CLEARINGHOUSE. HTML
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Document Details Report
State Clearinghouse Data Base
SCH¥ 2000081017
Project Title  Kemn River Restoration and Water Supply Program
lLead Agency Kern County Watar Agency
Type HNag Negalive Decliaration
Description  Acguisition of Kern River lowsr right, mnodification and constructicn of water convayance, recharge and

recovery faciities.

l ead Agency Contact

Name Kane Totzke
Agency Kern Ceounty Water Agency
Phane 661-634-1468 Fax
emaijl
Address P.Q. Box 58
3200 Rio Miraga Drive
City Bakersfield State CA Zip 93308
Project Location
County Kern
City Bakersfield
Region
Cross Streets Buena Vista Road
FParcel No.
Township 30 Range 26/25 Section all Base MDB&M

Proximity to:

Highways
Alrports
Railways
Waterways
Schools
Land Use

Stockdale Highway

Kemn River

Agricultaral

FProjectissues

Reviewing
Agencies

Resources Agency; Department of Conservation, Department of Fish and Game, Region 4; Office of
Historic Preservation; Department of Parks and Recreation; Reclamation Board; Dapadment of Waler

Rasources: Caltrans, District 6; Depadment of Health Services; State Water Rasources Condrol Board,

Division of Water Rights; Regional Water Quality Control Bd., Region & {Fresno); Nallve American
Heritaga Commissian; State Lands Commission

Date Recefved

08/C7/2004) Start of Review 08/07/2000 End of Review 09/05/2000

Note: Blanks in data fields result from ins ufficient Information provided by lead agency.
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State of California : The Resources Agency

MEMORANDUMWM

To: Project Coordinator Date: August 31, 2000

Resources Agency

s [g5to

Mr. Thormas N. Clark, General Manager

Kem County Water Agency

P.O. Box 58 EGEIVE

Bakersfield, CA 83302-0058

SEF 1 U
From:  Department of Conservation
I N . -
Office of Governmental and Environmental Relations STATE CLEARINGHOUSE

Subject. Inittal Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for the Kern River
Restoration and Water Supply Program, Kern County - SCH #200008§017

The Department of Conservation’s Division of Qil, Gas and Geothermal
Resourcas (Division) has reviewed the initial study for the referenced project. The
Division supervises the drilling, maintenance, and plugging and abandonment of oif,
gas and geotherma! wells in California. Wae offer the following comments for your
consideration.

The proposed project area encempasses all, or a portion of the following ol
fields: Bellevue, Canal, Canfield Ranch, Frutvale, Kern River, McCéung, North Coles
Levee, Strand, Stockdale and Ten Section. There are numeraus plugged and
abandoned, producing and injection wells within or in proximity to these fields.
Proposed project construction includes water wells, waler qualily exchange faciliies,
and facilities to enhance grounawater recharge and récovery. The project also
proposes mitigation measures such as avoiding areas suspected to have hydrocarbon
contanminatian and, where praclical, aveoiding interference with petroleum pipelines and
oilfield araas. '

In surpport of these proposed mitigation measures, the Division recommends that
the proposed construction projects be plotted accurately on the appropriate Division
maps, and submitted to the Division's Bakersfield office far review. Upon recaipt of the
maps, the Dvision will provide locations of the affected wells. Also based on our
review of the maps, the Division will convey information to the applicant an any
applicable well work requirements. In addition, the Division requests that these cilfield
wells be plotted accurately on all future maps related $o this project, and that a legibte
copy of the fina! project map be submitted to the Division's Bakersfield office.

Finally, the Division district office in Bakersfield must be notified if excavation
uncovers a previously plugged and abandoned well. If the well can be idantified, is
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r. Thomas N. Clark
August 31, 2000
Page 2

abandonment will be reviewead at that ttme. If the well cannot be identified, remedial
operations may be required.

Thank you far the opportunity to comment on the initial study and proposed
negative declaration. If you have guestions, or require technicai assistance or
information, please contact Jack Truschel at the Bakersfield district officer 4800
Stockdale Highway, Suite 417, Bakersfield, CA 93309; or, phone (661) 322-4031. You

may also call me at {916) 445-8733. &

Jason Marshzl!
Assistant Director

ce: Jack Truschel
Division of Qil, Gas, and Geathermal Resources, Bakersfield

Linda Campion
Division of Qil, Gas, and Gecthermal Resources, Sacramento



KERN COUNT Y
WATER AGENCY

Dhirecrors:
W emm River Program

Fred L. Starch SEpLE:ll‘lel‘ 7, 2000

President

Division !
Terry Rogers

Division 2 Mr. Jack Truschel

Peces Frick Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources

Divisian 3 4800 Stockdale Highway, Suite 417

MichaelRadon Bakersficid, CA 93309
Dhvision 4

Adrienne J. Mathews RE: Response to letter reparding CEQA compliance for the Kem River Restoration
Division § and Water Supply Program

Henry C, Gamett
Vice President

Dear Mr. Truchel:

Division 6
Gene A Lundquist Thank you for your letter dated August 31, 2000 responding to the Kern County W :?.ter
Division 7 Agency’s (Agency) Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for the Kern River
Restoration and Water Supply Program (Program). The Agency has reviewed your
Thomas N. Clark concerns expressed mn the letter and outlined below 1s the Agency’s response.
General Manager

John F. Stovall Under the Program, up to 24 water production wells, several recharpe areas and

General Counsel modifications to existing canal systems are proposed for construction, Site assessments
will be made prior to construction to dentify o1l and gas wells. As past of the site
assessments, the project facilities will be plotted on Division of Oil and Gas maps and
submutted to you for review.

The Agency will also rotify your office if the proposcd Program activities uncover a
previously plugged and abandoned o1l or gas well. The Agency will comply with any
other applicable regulations and cooperate with your Distnict to address concems you may
have, should any arise at some future time. Please contact Rick Iger at 661/634-14489
with any questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Eod—

Tom Clark
General Manger

Mailing Address:
PO Box 58
ikersfield, CA 933020058
Phone: 661/634-1400
Fax 661/634-1425



KERN COUNTY
WATER AGENCY

Directors:

Fred L. Starth
Presidenc
Division |

Terry Rogers
Division 1

Peter Fock
Division 3
Michael Radon
Division 4
Adrienne |. Machews
Division 5

Henry C. Gamett
Vice President
Divisicn 6

Gene A. Lundquist
Division 7

Thomas N. Clark
General Manager

John F. Seovall
General Counsel

SEAL:

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 58

Bakersfield, CA 93302-0058

Phone: 661/634-1400
Fax: 6616341428

SECRETARY'S CERTIFICATE

{, Pam Bosworth, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Kern
County Water Agency, do hereby certify that the foregoing is a full, true
and correct copy aof Resolution No. 56-00 duly passed and adopted by
said Board of Direc{ors at an official meeting of the Board held on the

24th day of August 2000, by the followmg vote:

AYES: Garnett, Frick, Badon, Lundquist, Rogers & o
-Mathews
NCES: None

ABSENT:

of the Kern County Water Agency



BEFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
O THE

KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY

In the matter of:

ACCEPTANCE OF PROPOSITION 13

GRANT FOR THE KERN RIVER

RESTORATION PROJECT, AUTHORIZATION

OF PRESIDENT TO EXECUTE AGREEMENT,

DESIGNATION OF PROJECT DIRECTOR FOR

ADMINISTRATION AND DWR LIAISON, AND

APPROVAL OF BUDGET, TIMELINE AND INVOICE
!

I, PAMELA BOSWORTH, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Kern County Water
Agency, of the County of Kern, State of California, do hereby certify that the following resolution

proposed by Director Frick and seconded by Director Radon , was duly passed

and adopted by said Board of Directors at an official meeting hereof this ¢4thday of _Auqust ,

1998 by the following vote, to-wit:

Ayes: Garnett, Frick, Radon, Lundquist, Rogers & Mathews
MNoes: None
Absent: Starrh

Secgretary of the Board of Directors
of the Kern County Water Agency

Resolution No, 56-00

WHEREAS, the Governor’s Budget Act for 2000, Chapter 52, Statutes of 2000 appropriated to
the Department of Water Resources grant funds by budget item 3860-01-6027 for the Interim Water Supply
and Water Quality Infrastructure and Management Subaccount to fund among other things the Kern River

Restoration Project specified herein;



WHEREAS, DWR has proposed entry into an agreement with the Agency as demonstrated in
attached Exhibit A to govern the grant and Agency acceptance thereof along with certain terms and
conditions;

WHEREAS, the Agency is prepared to continue implementation of the project and has established
a separate "Proposition 13 Fund" to allow for appropriate accounting of all income and expenditures of
the project; and

WHEREAS, the General Manager has selected an Agency Executive Manager as Project Director.

NOW THEREFORE BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Kern County Water
Agency that;

{. The foregoing recitals are found to be tiue and correct;

2. The Agency hereby accepts the offered $23 milliop dollar grant from the Department of Water
Resources for the purposes of the project, and authorizes President Fred Starrh to enter into the
Department of Water Resources proposed agreement attached as Exhibit A, subject to the approval of
General Counsel as to form.

3. Assistant General Manager James M. Beck is designated as the Project Director to be the
Agency’s representative for the administration of the preject and liaison with DWR for submission of
reguired documents.

4. The proposed budget for the project attached as Exhibit B, and the proposed timeline for
project development (conditioned upon CEQA compliance) attached as Exhibit C are hereby approved.

5. The Controller is directed 1o invoice the Department of Water Resources for the $23 million
grant in accordance with the terms of the agreement, with the funds to be deposited ia the Proposition 13
Fund and to maintain appropriate accounting for such funds in accordance with Generally Accepted

Accounting Practices and the agreement.



EXHIBIT A

Advance Copy
Information Only

Mr. Fred L. Starrh, President
Beard of Directors

Kem County Water Agency

Post Office Box 58 .
Bakersfleld, California 93302-0058

Interim Water Supply Construction Grant Commitment -
Safg Drinking Water, Clean Water, Watershed Protection and
lood Protection Act {Prapasiticn 13, Chapter 9. Article 4)

Dear Mr. Starrh:

The Governor(Ts Budget Act for 2000, Chapter 52, Statutes of 2000,
appropriatad ta the Department of VW ater Raesources local assistance grant funds
in the amount of $161,544,000 by budget item 3860-01-6027, payable from the
Interim Water Supply and Water Quality Infrastructure and Managsmant
Subaccount. The Kern County Water Agency's Kem River Restoration Project
has been ssiected for funding from this appropriation. This letter agreement
sarvas as our commitment of $23 million this project.

This lelter sets forth the terms and conditions under which ihe tranéfer of
funds will be made from DWR o KCWA. Belore the funds can be transferred
your agency must completa the following:

« - Submit to DWR a farmally adopted resolution of your governing body,
accepling the grant, designating a represantative to sign this letter
agreement, and designating a Project Director to be your agencyls
roprasentative for the administratian of the project and liaison with DWR
for submission of required documents.

* Sign and date both ariginals of this agreement and return one signed
criginal to:

Division of Planning & Local Assistancs
Department of Waler Resources

Post Office Box 942836

Sacramento, California 84236-0001
Attention. Linda Buchanan Herzberg

. Provide to DWR a cdpy of all memoranda of understanding or other

cooperative agreements betweén your agency and all other participating
agenclas far the proje o '
o
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Advance Copy
Information Only

. Provide to DWR an itemized budget projection of project costs and an
invaice, on your letierhead, stating the purpose of the funds as oullined in
this letter, :

. Provide to DWR a detailed description of the proposed p:roject, including a

narrative description that details the project’s purpose and defines the
project scope. Include with your description a detailed list of proiect
components to be funded by this grant and a time line for completion with
major benchmarks noted. In addition, attach a map indicating the project
Jocation.

By signatlure of this letter agraement the Kem County W ater Agency
agraes to comply with the following terms and conditions for complelion of your
project: '

1. Your agency agress to faithfully and expeditiously perform ar cause to be
performed all project work, to apply State funds receivad only to eligible
project costs and to expeditiously commence and to continue efficient and
economical operation of the project in accordance with applicable law. You
further agree to provide for all repairs, renewals, and replacements
nacessary to the efficient operaticn of the project; and to maintain in as
good and efficient condition as upon ifs construction, ordinary and
reasonable wear and depreciation excepted.

2. Your agency, its contractors, subcontractors, and their respective agents and
aemployees required for performing any work in connection with the project
shall act in an independent capacity and not as officers, employees or
agents of the State.

3. Your agency is solely responsible for design, construction, operation and
maintenance of the project.

4. Your agency shall be responsible for oblaining any and all permits, licenses
and approvals requlred for the design, construction or operation of the
prajoct. You shall alse be responsible for observing and complying with any
applicable federal, state and local laws, rules or regulations affecting such
work, specifically including, but not limited te, environmental, procurement
and safety laws, rules, regulations and ordinances.

5. Your agency shall be responsible for work and for persons or entities engaged
in work, including, but not limited to, subcontracters, suppliers and
providers of services. You shall give personal supervision o any WOTK
required for the project or emplcy a competent representative :Wlth the
autherity to act for your agency. Your agency shall give attention to
completion of the project, and shall keep work under control.

1°d 8T0"ON $2:91 00.81 9Ny Bral-L42¢-9T6: 01 SHTLHHNRTHAR /W20



Advénce Copy

_ Information Only
6. Your agency shall be responsible for any and all disputes arising ocut of its
contracts for work on the project, including but not fimited to bid disputes
and payment disputes with your contractors and subcontractors. The State
will not mediate disputes between your agency and any other entity
conceming responsibility for performance of work.

7. During project planning and construction, your agency shall provide
semiannual prograss reports detailing the activities campleted for the
reporting period, the amount of funds expended and the purpose of those
expenditures. The first report shall be due six (6) months from the date of
your agency’s signature on this letter agreement. Subsequent reports shall
be due every six (6} months thereafter.

3. Your agency-must comply with all applicable requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act and the National Environmental Policy Act and
complete appropriate environmental documentation including, but not
imited te, any required environmental impact repoits, environmental
impact statements, negative declarations, mitigation agreements and
anvironmental permits, psor {o beginning construction.

9. All coniracts let for project construction shall be tet by competitive bid
- procedures that assure award of the contract to the Jowest responsible
bidder, except as may be otherwise authonzed under your agency’s
enabling authority.

10. Procurement of necessary supplies or equipment shaill be undertaken in
such a manner as to sncourage fair and competitive treatment of potential
suppliers.

11, The project shall be completed not later than March 8, 2009.

~12.Upon complstion of the project your agency shall provide for a final
inspection and a written certification by a California Registered Civil
Enginear that the project has been completed in accardance with final
plans and specifications and any modifications thereto. Such certification
shall be submitted to the State with a copy of the final repert of project
expenditures required in item 13 below. You shall keep on fite, for the
useful life of the project, as built plans and specifications for the project.
Such documents shall be made available for inspection by the State upon

reasonable notice.

13.Upon preject completion your agency shall furnish to the State, within
sixly (60) days, a final statement of incurred eligible costs.

14. The State shali withhold ten (10) percent of the total project funding until
the audit report, required in item 20, is received and accepted by the

Stafa. :
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Advance Copy
Information Only

15. Within a period of sixty (60) days from project compietion, your agency
shall remit to the State any unexpended funds thal were disbursed that
were not needed to pay eligible project costs.

16.Pursuant to Govemment Code Section 8546.7, your agency and its
subcontractors shall be subject to the examinaticn and audit of the State
for a period of three years after project compietion. All of your records or
those of your subcontractors shall be praserved for this purpose for at least
thres years after project complation.

17. Your agency shalt account for the money disbursed separataly from all
other agency funds. You shall maintain audit and accounling procedures
that are in accordance with generally accepted accounting principles and
praclices, consistently applied. You shall keep complete and accurate
records of all receipts, disbursements, and interest eamed on expenditures
of such funds. Your agency shall require its contractors or subcontractors to
maintain boaks, records, and other documents pertinent to their work in
accordance witih genesrally accepted accounting principles. and practices.
Records are subject to inspection by the State at any and all reasonable
times, upon reasonable notice.

18.All money dishursed for your project shall be deposited, administered, and
accounted for pursuant 1o the provisions of law applicable to your agency.

19. During regular office haurs, each of the pariles to this letier agreement and
their duly authorized representatives shali have the right to inspect and fo
make copias of any books, records, or reports of either party pertaining to
the project. Each of the parties shali maintain and shall make available at
all times for such inspeaction accurate records of ali its cosis, disbursements,
and racelpts with respect to this project.

20.The State reserves the right to conduct an audit at any time between the
exscution of {his letter agreement and the completicn of the project, wiih the
costs of such audit borne by the Stale. Within sixty (60) days of project
completion, the State shall require your agency to conduct, at your
agency=s expense, a final financial and compliance audit of revenue and
expenditures. Such audit shall be conducled and a report prepared by an
independent Cettified Public Accountant in compliance with generally
accepted auditing standards and Califomia government auditing standards,
Upon its completion, said report shall submitted to the State for review and
acceptance.

21.The State shall have the right tc inspect the work being performed at any
and all reasonable times during project construction. This right shall extend
to any subcontracts, and your agency shall include provisicns ensuring such
access in all its contracts or subcontracts entered into for completion of the
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Advance Copy

Information Only
projact.

22_Your agency shall not sell, abanden, lease, transfer, exchange, mortgage,
hypothecata, or encumber in any manner whatsoever all or any portion of
any real or other property necessarily connected or used in conjunction with
the project, or with your agency’s service of water, without prtor approval of
the State. :

23.Your agency, its contractors and subcentractors shall comply with the

provisions of the Fair Employment and Housing Act (Government Code,
Section 12900 st seq.), the regutations promulgated thereunder {California
Code of Regulations, Titie 2, Section 7285.0 et seq.), the provisions of
Article 9.5, Chapter 1, Part 1, Division 3, Title 2 of the Government Cade
(Gavernment Code, Sect[ons 11135-11139.5) and the regulations or
standards adopted by the awarding State Agency to implement such articie.
Your agency, its contractors and subconiractors shall give written natice of

~ thair obligations under this clause to laber arganizations with which they
have a collective bargaining or other agreement. Your agency shall include
the nondiscrimination and compliance provisions of this clause in all
contracts and subcantracts tet for the construction of the project.

24.Your agency agrees, unlass exempled, to comply with the
nondiscrimination program requirements of Government Code, Section
12990, and Title 2, California Code of Regulations, Section 8103,

25.Your agency shall comply with the provisions of Section 3700 of the
Californla Labor Code, requiring every employer to be insured against
liability for workers' compensation or to undertake self-insurance in
accordance with the provisions of that code, and you affirm that the agency
will comply with such provisions before commencing the construction of the
project and will make the agency=s contractors and subcontractors aware of

this provision.

26.Your agency agrees to indsmnify the State and its officers, agents, and
employees against and 1o hold the same free and harmiess from any and all
claims, demands, damages, losses, casts, expenses, cr liability due or
incident to, either in whole or in part, and whether directly or indirectiy,
arlsing out of the project.

27.Your agency, its contractors or subcantractors agree to comply with the
requiraments of the Drug-Free Workplace Act of 1990 (Government Code

8350 et seq.) and have or will provide a drug-free warkplace,

28.The agency agrees to comply with the Americans with Disabilities Act
(ADA) of 1990, (42 U.5.C. 12101 ot seq.), which prohibits discrimination on
the basis of disabilily, as well as al!l applicable regulatlons and guidelines
lssuad pursuant to the ADA,
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Advance Copy
Information Only

Your expeditiéus handling of this letter agreement is app'remated. If you
have any guestions, please contact Linda Buchanan Herzherg at
{916) 327-1663.

Approved as to Legal Form Sincerely,
~and Sufficlency:

By:
Chief Counsel ' William J. Bonnett, Chief
Department of Water Rasources Division of Planning and Local
Assistance
Kern County Water Agency
By: . ' Date:
Title:
Enclosure

ce: Ms. Linda Adams
Chief Deputy Assembly Relations
Governor’'s Office, First Floor
Sacrameanto, Califomia 95814

Honcrabla Jim Costa

Member of the Senate

State Capitel, Room §100

Sacramento, Californla 95814 3 Sy
[E;ifi’)({}‘ﬁ'{;t;/‘ C‘-{.‘t&)./(o .

gDu‘{},_—, p

Mr. Thomas N. Clark

General Manager

Karn County Water Agency

_Post Office Box 58

Bakarsfield, California 93302-0058
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Advance Copy
Information Only
Mr. Rick Iger
Engineering and Operations Manager
Kern Counly Water Agency
Fost Office Box 58
Bakersfield, California 83302-0058

Ms. Holly Meiton

Kem County Water Agency

Past Office Box 58

Bakersfield, California 93302-0058
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Kern River Program
Capital Budget Projection Summary

Item

1} Purchase Water Supplies
a} Garces undivided interest in Lower Kern River Right
b) Nickel portion of Lower Kermn Rivar Right

Subtolaf

Z) Urban Area Recharge and Recreational Facilities Enhancements
a) Purchase Property
b Facilities

Subtotal

3) Urpan Area Recovery and Flow Restoration Faciltties
a) Wells
by Conveyance

Subtotal

4] Exchange Facilibes Improvements for Water Quality Baenefits
a) intertie/Turnout lmprovements
b} Pump Station improvements

Subtotal
5) Banking Project Recovery Facilities Enhancements

a) Recovery Facilitias
b) Conveyance and Recharge Facilities

Subtotal

Total

812400 Rick Iger

Allotment
($ Million)

25
7.5

10

3.9

0.5
1.5

14
26

23

EXHIBITB

Kem River Program Budgetxls
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wray Davis Steve Nisten
GOVERNQER ACTING MEEC1IOR

ACKNOWLEDGEMENT OF RECEIPT o .
BECEIVED _
ol @t—gﬁ/ Dwm% E

DATE A 17, 2000 JFS% swe ]
TE: ugust 17, ME R e
TO: Kane Totzke _!-_t:\ | R e'ac;LLD
' Kern County Water Agency Kern Gounty Water AGE -
P.O. Box 58 : EF

3200 Rio Mirada Drive
Bakersfield, CA 93308

RE: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program
SCH#: 2000081017

This is to acknowledge that the State Clearinghouse has received your environmental document
{or state teview. The review period assigned by the State Clearinghouse is:

Review Start Date:  August 7, 2000
Review End Date: September 5, 2000

We have distributed your document to the following agencies and departments:

Caltrans, District 6

Department of Conservation

Department of Fish and Game, Region 4

Department of Health Services

Drepartment of Parks and Recreation

Department of Water Resources

Native American Heritage Commission

Office of Historic Preservation

Reclamaiion Board _

Regionzal Water Quality Conirol Bd., Region 5 (Fresno)
Resources Agency

State Lands Commission

Stale Water Resources Control Board, Division of Water Rights

The State Clearinghouse will provide a closing letter with any state agency comments to your
attention on the date following ke close of the review penad.

Thank you for your participation in the State Clearinghouse review process.

1400 TENTH STREET P,Q. BOX 3044 SACRAMENTO, CALIFORNIA §5812-3044
GI6-445-0613 FAX §16-323-3018  WWW.OPR.CA.GOV/CLEARINGROUSE.HTMIL
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Tom Clark, General Manager o - - AL

T
Kern County Water Agency Kern County Wale #gency

P. 0. Box L8
Bakersfield, California 93302-0058

RE: FKern River Restoration & Water Supply Project

Tom:

The Digtrict has several comments in regard to the recharge basins
that would be constructed as part of this proposed project.

During vyears when groundwater recharge operations were being
conducted, it would not be feasible to treat these basing by
aircraft if they preoduced mosguitoes because of the proximity of
residential areas and heavily-traveled roads {(i.e Stockdale, Buena
Vigta, Allen). During the last couple of years when performing
mosquito control operatrions, the District's airplane pilot has
encountered increasing numbers o©f Jjoggers, bikers, horseback
riders, etc. in the "2800" and the other recharge areas west of
Allen Road. These new basins will, also, attract similar
attention by thes public.

Ideally, vegetation in the basins would be managed in & manner that
would allow the control of the aquatic stage of mosguitoes through

the use o©of mosguitofish. Due to the size of these basing,
treatment by ground rigs spraying arocund the perimeter would be
ineffective. The use of insecticides in areas frequented by the

public is a real challenge these days due to the increasingly
negative reaction by people to pesticide usage in general.

Hopefully, these concerns will be considered by the Agency when the
basins are canstructed.

Sincerely,

G St

Rob Quiring
District Manager
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1-1-06-TA-2553

August 14, 2000

Mr. Thomas N. Clark, General Manager 4o ¢ {
Kemn County Water Agency S \\_ § M
P.O. Box 58 \_/3
Bakersfield, California 93302-0058

Subject: California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Compliance for the Kern
River Restoration and Water Supply Pregram, Kem County, California

Dear Mr. Clark:

This is in response to your July 27, 2000, letter concerning the [aitial Study and Proposed Draft
Negative Declaration for the Kemn River Restoration and Water Supply Program in Kern County,
California. We understand from the materials enclosed with your letter that some of the property
proposed for development is inside, and some is outside the boundaries of the Metropolitan
Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). We appreciate your effosts to provide water in the
river channel for a greater part of the year, and we agree that this will enhance riparian vegetation
and could provide habitat for some protected species in an area where they histerically occurred,
such as the least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusilius) and southwestern willow flycatcher
(Emprdonax traillii extimus).
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We expect that some parfs of the project WlH aceur within the boundaries of the Metropolitan
Bakersfield HCP, and that fees will be paid into the habitat compensation fund. We think this
should be mentioned in the Negative Declaration, as it is a mitigation under CEQA for effects on
protected species. We are concemned about the effects of portions of the project outside the
Metropolitan Bakersfield HCP on San Joaquin kit foxes (Vulpes macrotis mutica), Tipton
kangaroo rats (Dipodomys nitrataides nitratvides), and blunt-nosed leopard lizards (Gambelia
sifus), which are protected under the Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act).
The map of the project mentions potential agricultural and urban area well sites, and installation
of recharge ponds on an 80-acre parcel now belenging to Castle and Cooke. Kit fox are known
to forage on, and disperse across natural land, fallow land, farmland in row crops, and grazing
land. Any construction of structures on farmland, fallow land, grazing land, or natural land likely
will require compensation under the Act. No indication is given of the present land uses and

- '
-
CLppd, »( Ty }r{, gL Wb sepeacee Loanfiw g

o flhe |
f?’}"*‘ ‘\"‘?'ﬂ’: '-T?"' “—1[ o ifﬂf.{“f'éﬁ }Wﬂ&ﬁi‘ "ﬂ!& 771(‘-&, it} WIILJ Z‘[ \“\I/J:Q;ITMI!}.I’“—\‘(;EJ(J"J j

United States Department of the Interior  recevep

FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE WOLTSS Seaw
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office JJMB gl
2840 Cottape Way, W-2605 e AU(J 2 1 ZGUU
Sacramente, California 95325 RN I g Y S

R .
Kerri County Water Agency

S



Mr. Thomas N. Clark ) !

. . . - ' a ]
project footprints for portions of the project outside the MB HCP, s¢ we cannot provide an
adequate evaluation at this time.

Section 9 of the Act and its implementing regulations prohibit the "take" of federally listed fish
and wildlife species. Take is defined by the Act as "to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound,
kill, trap, capture, or cellect” any listed wildlife species. "Harm" in this definition includes
significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or injures wildlife, by
significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding, or sheltering
(30 CFR § 17.3).

Take incidental to an otherwise lawful activity may be authorized by onc of two procedures. 1f a
Federal agency is invelved with the permitting, funding, or carrying cut of the project, then
initiation of formal consultation between that agency and the Service pursuant to section 7 of the
Act is required if it is determined that the proposed project wilj adversely affect a listed species.
Such a consultation would result inn a biological opinion that addresses the anticipated effects of
the project to the listed species and may authorize a limited level of incidental take. If a Federal
agency is not involved with the project, and a listed species may be taken as a result of the
project, then an incidental take permit pursuant to section 10{a)(1)(B) of the Act should be
obtained. The Service may issue a permit upon completion of a satisfactory HCP for the listed
species that would be subject to take as a result of the project. Applicants approved by the
Service and the California Department of Fish and Game, as applicable, may satisfy the Act by
buying credits and obtaining incidental take authority through the Kern Water Bank HCP and

Master Permit.

While the Metropolitan Bakersfield HCP is riot applicable to portions of the project outside its
borders, it sets a precedent in Kemn County for providing endangered species compensation for
conversion of farmland to buildings and other structures. For example, we worked with the Kern
County Planning Department in the development of the compensation measures that were
required for the Rio Bravo Tomato Company plant, which was sited on row crop farmland.

We appreciate you contacting us about your proposed project. We would appreciate receiving
more detailed information about the project concerning proposed construction locations and
footprints, related access roads if any, and schedule. Thank you for your interest in conserving
threatened and endangered species. Please contact Susan Jones or Peter Cross at (916) 414-6600
if you have any questions about this lefter.

Sincerely,
9{ ) Mdlon

Karen 7 Miller
Chief, Endangered Species Division



Mr. Thomas N. Clark

ce: Andy Gordus, CDFG, Fresno, California
Steve Strail, Kern County Planning Department
Cheryl Harding, Kern Water Bank Authority
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RESOURCE MANAGEMENT AGENCY

DAVID PRICE [fi, RMA DIRECTOR
Community Development Program Department
Engineering & Survey Senvices Depariinent
Envlronmental Heafth Services Department
Planning Deparbient

Roads Departmant

September 5, 2000

Tom Clark, General Manager
Kemn Coumry Water Agency
P.0O. Box 58

Bakersfield CA 933(02-0058

Re:  Initial Study - Kem River Restoration and Water Supply Program

Dear Mr. Clark:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Initial Study for this project. The Plapping Department
has no cornments on this phase of the project. If you have any questions, please call Steve Strait at
(661) 862-8643.

Very truly yours,

TED JAMES, AICP, Dircctor
Kerm County Planning Department

i Fi

by Steve Strait, Associate Flanner



KERN COUNTY
WATER AGENCY

MEMORANDUM
GROUNDWATEX ki

Apgency B.oof D

TO: Kem County Waler Agency Board of Directors
Agenda lrem No. |

FROM: Fohn Stovall/Kane Totzke /Zf
DATE: September 7, 2000
SUBJECT:  Agency adoption of a Negative Declaration pursuant to CEQA Guideline section

15072 {or the Kern River Restoration Program

Issue:
Consider adoption of the draft Negative Declaration for the Kern River Restoration and Water
Supply Prooram.

Recommended Motion:

At the close of the public hearing and absent any significant comments or testimony received at
the hearing, adopt Resolution 59-00 entitled Determinaiions and Findings with Respect (o the
Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program, thereby approving the Negative Declaration

Discussion

At the July 27, 2000, meeting, the Board reviewed an Initial Study, Environmental Checklist,
Regponse to Checklist prepared by staff for the Kern River Restoration and Water Supply
Program. The Board also authorized the publication of the “Notice of Intent™ to adopt a Negative
Declaranon and distribution of the documents 1o interested parties and responsible agencies for
comments. During the public review period, the Agency has hicld a number of meetings with
local water districts 1o address concerns and resolve outstanding issues regarding the proposed
Project. As a result of the meeting and to resolve those issues the Agency is proposing to
include a Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program as part of the Negative Declaration.
The Agency has also received a number ot written comments from responsible agencies and
these together with our responses are incorporated in the Negative Declaration, which will all
be discussed 1in more detail at the public hearing.

At the public hearing, the Board will receive any additional comuments on the environpmental
assessment of the Project and absent any stgnificant comments or testimony received at the
hearing, adopt Resolution 59-00, approving the Negative Declaration for the Project.

DAWPLOCSSepltbail wpd



REFORE THE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE
KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY

In the Matter of?

DETERMINATIONS ANID) FINDINGS *
WITH RESPECT TO THE *
KERN RIVER RESTORATION AND  *
AND WATER SUPPLY PROGRAM *

I, Pam Bosworth, Sceretary of the Board of Directois to the Kern County Water Agency, of the

County of Kern, State of California, do hereby certify that the following resolution proposed by Director

and seconded by Director ,was duly passed and adopted by said Board
of Directors al an official meeting hereof this  day of . 2000, by the {following
vote, 1o wat:

Ayes:

Noes:

Absent:

Sccretary of the Board of Directors
of the Kem County Water Agency

RESOLUTION NOG. 59-00

WHERFEAS, the Board of Directors (the "Board") of the Kerm County Water Agency (ithe
“Agency”)has had prepared, circulated and presented to it, and has reviewed and considered an Initial Study,

Environmental Checklist, dated Juiy 27, 2000, and a proposed Negative Declaration (Exhibit "A™} attached

thereto, all pertaining (o the Kern River Resioration and Water Supply Program; and
WHEREAS, the Agency has received comments from several responsible agencies and inferested
partics and incorporated those comments, together with the Agency's response to those comments, in the

appendix of the Negative Declaration; and



WHERLAS, the Ageney has mcorporated into and made part of the Negative Declaration. a

Mitipgation, Monitoring and Reporlng Program that satisfactorily addresses the Federal and State Endangered

Species Act. Injury to Rights of Legal Users of Water and Water Quabiy issues: and

WHEREAS, in recognition of the Agency securing the $23 million grant pursuant to Froposition 13,

the Apency will continue to work with the Member Units and other local water districts 1o acquire additional

grants and loans for the purpose of construcling water supply and/or water management facilities in Kern

County.

follows:

F\J

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED by the Board of Directors of the Agency as

The Board hereby finds and determines that the {oregoing recitals, are true and correct.

Section 1, Review Of'F,videncg :

The Board has reviewed and considered the contents of the [mitial Study and proposed
Negative Declaration, the presentation 1o the Board made by staff pertaiming to same, and
the comments received from the public both during a public hearing conducted by the Board
on September 7, 2000 and received during the required environmental review perind; and

Section 2. Approval of Newative Declaration

Based upon the afore-described evidence, the Board hereby {inds;

a) that there 15 no substantial evidence that the Kern River Resteration_and Water

Supply_Program with the mitigation measures provided therein will have a

significant effect on the environment;

b) that the mitigat:on measures thereis are incorporated within the scope of the
project, and the project as defined will not have a significant effect on the
cuvironment. Thercfore, in accordance with such findings, the Board approves the

Negative Declaration submitted in conjunction with the Initial Study and hereby

Page 2



directs staff 10 prepare and file a Notice of Determination (in the form attached
hereto as Fxhebit "By in compliance with the California Environmental Quaiity A
(Fublic Resources Code Sections 210040, et seq. ), and

Section 3. Finding of No lmpact on Wildlife

The Board hereby further finds that, when considering the record as a whole, there
is no substantial evidence before the Board that the proposed Project will have
potential far an adverse offect on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which the
wildhife depends on. As such, the Board directs the General manager to sign a
Certificate of a De Minimis Impact Finding exempting payment of the §1,250
Department of Fish and Game fee (in the form attaclied hereto as Exhibit "C"). 1f
subsequent information becomes available indicating potential impacts to Federal
and State listed or sensitive species as defined under the Siate apnd Federal
Endangered Species Act, the Agency will comply with all mandatory State and
Federal laws.

Section 4. Mitpation, Monitoring and Reporting Program

The Beard herehy incorporates the Mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program
(in the form attached hereto as Exhibit "D") to address concerns with local water
districts regarding water use, distribution of benefits and water quality.

Section 5, Continued efforts towards securing Propasition 13 funds

The Board hereby directs staff to continue working

o 3

in a timely manner, with
Member Units and other local Kermn County water districts towards maximizing the
acquisition additional Proposition 13 grants and loans for local water supply
projects and/or other water management! projects as deemed appropriate by the

General manager.

Page 3



EXHIBIT A

KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

This is prepared pursuant to the California Envirenmental Quality Act of 1970 (CEQA), ' and the
State CEQA Guidelines, °.

NAME OF PROJECT: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program.

I'ROPOSED PROJECT LOCATION: The Project is primarnily loccated along the Kern River
corndor from the projected extension of Haley Street on the east side, to the California
Aqueduct cn the west end, and south and west of Bakersfield in the unincorporated
portion of the county along the Cross Valley Canal and Arvin-Edison Canal and
including other local water conveyance facilities. Also, see attached Project location

maps.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT: Summary. Project proposes to provide
significant water quality, water supply, environmental and community benefits for the
metropolitan Bakersfield area and a broad range of Kern County water users through
the coordinated implementation of a number of program components including the: (1)
acquisition of the Lower Kern River water right (Lower Right}, i.e., Hacienda/Garces
pre-1814 water right, including associated Lake [sabella Storage; (2) Purchase of land
from Castle and Cooke California, Inc., for additional recharge and recovery facilities;
(3) construction of 12 new water Ag recovery wells and enough Urban wells to achieve
a maximum flow capacity of 60 cfs; and (4) Construction of water exchange facilities
and modification of the Pool 1 portion of the Cicss Valley Canal.

Expanded Description. See initial Study for Proposed Project, attached.

FINDINGS WHICH SUPPORT NEGATIVE DECLARATION: After making an assessment
of the possible impacts of the proposed Project and reviewing an Initial Study dated
July 27, 2000, the Board of Directars of the Kern County Water Agency has determined
that the proposed Project as presenied will not have any significant effect on the
environment, either directly or indirectly.

INITIAL STUDY: A copy of the Initial Study and environmenta! checklist prepared by
Agency staff, dated July 27, 2000, is attached.




EXHIBIT A

MITIGATION MEASURES: Mitigation measures which have heen incorporated into the
proposed Project to avoid potentially significant environmental effects are as foliows:

1. Throughout the term of the proposed Project, Project water quality,
groundwater monitoring, and groundwater recharge losses will be
consistent with the Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Operation
and Monitoring of the Kern Water Bank Groundwater Banking Program,
dated October 26, 1995, and consistent with the Operation and Monitoring
Procedure for the Pioneer Project, dated May 28, 1998.

2. Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located to
avoid areas suspected to have hydracarbaon contamination, and to the
extent practical, not to interfere with cil (crude or refined) or natural gas
pipelines or other sensitive oilfield areas.

3. Project recharge and recavery weli areas will be designed and located to
minimize potential impacls to the Agency's Cross Valley Canal.

4, A mitigation, Monitoring and Reporting Program {attached as Exhibit C)

CONTACT PERSON, TELEPHONE NUMBER: Mr. Thomas N. Clark, General Manager,
Kern County Water Agency, P.Q. Box 58, Bakersfield, CA. 93302, (661)-634-1400. if
you require additional information regarding this proposed Project, please contact Mr.

Kane Totzke, Kern County Water Agency, {661) 634-1468; e-mail- kane({@kcwa.com

Thomas N. Clark, General Manager Date

1. Public Resources Code, Section 2100, et seq.

2. Title 14, Division 6, Califormia Administrative Code, as ameaded.



KERN COUNTY
WATER AGENCY

THrectors:

Fred [.. Starrh
President
Division 1

Terry Rogers
Division 2
Peter Frick
Divasion 3

Michae! Radon
Division 4
Adrienne | Mathews
Division 5

Henuy C. Garmert
Vice President
Division 6

Gene A Lundauist
Division 7

Thomas N. Clack
General Manuger

John F. Stovall
General Counsel

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 58

Bakewsfield, CA 93302-0038

Phone: 661/634-1400
Fax: 661/634-1428

GROUNDWATER krp

September 7, 2000

Ms. Karen Fowler

Office of the Governor

Office of Planning and Research
State Clearinghouse

P.O). Box 3044

Sacramento, Ca 95812-3044

RE: SCH# 2000081017 - Notice of Determination and De Minimis
Impact Finding

Dear Ms., Fowler:

Transmitted herein are the Kern County Water Agency’s (Agency) “Notice of
Dretermination™ and a “Califorma Department of Fish and Game Certificate of
Fee Exemption -De Minimis Iimpact Finding” for the Kern River Restoration
and Water Supply Program Negative Declaration. The Agency Board of
Directors took action t¢ adopt the Negative Declaration at a meeting held on
September 7, 2006. The De Minimis Impact finding exempts the Agency
from the 31,250 filing fec. Please contact Kane Totzke at 601-634-1468 with
any guestions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Tom Clark
General Manager
enclosures

ce: Otfice of the County Clerk (Kern)



EXH!BIT B
CEQA Notice of Determination

X Cffice of Planning and fosearch From: Kern County Waler Agency
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 P.O. Box 58
Sacramenio, CA 95814 3200 Rio Mirada Drive
Gakersfield, CA 93302
X County Clerk
County of Kem
1115 Truxton Ave., 1% Floor
Bakersfield, CA 02301-4639
ect: Filing of Notfice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public Resources Code.
viject Title; Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program

3 Clearinghouse Number: SCH #2000081017
submitted to Clearinghouse)

i Agency: Kam County Waler Agancy
tact Person: Thomas M. Clark, Genera! Manager
Adephone: (661} 34-1400
ect Location: See attached Negative Declaration.
ude county}
~iect Description: See attached Negative Deciaration.

-1 to advise that on Seplember 7, 2000, the Kern County Water Agency (as tead agency) approved the project (more particularly
:scribed in the attached Negatwve Declaration) and has determined that no addifional environmental review is required.

nilial Study and Subsequent Negative Declaration with findings were prepared for the Agency’s recent action pursuant to the

fisions of CEQA Guidelings sections 15070 through 15075 concluding 1hat no additional environmental review is required. The
cent action will nol have any significant effect on the environmenl. Miigalion measures were made a condition of the Agency's
«~ant aclion on the project. A Siatement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted in conneclion with the Agency’s recent action

his project

his is to certify that the Initial Study willh comments and responses and recard of project approval is available to the general public af:
=~ County Water Agency, P O. Box 58, 2200 Rio Mirada Drive, Bakersfield, Kern Counly, CA 93302,

senature,

Thamas N. Clark, General Manager, Kern County Waler Agency

ate

& received for filing at OPR:




EXHIBIT C

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

CERTIFICATE OF FEE EXEMPTION

D¢ Mminus Iimpact Finding

Project Title: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program

Location: Kern River Corridor area, fromMetropelitan Bakersfield to the
California Aqueduct, Kern County

Project Deseription:  This project will generate broad local water supply, environmental
and community benefits, and targeted drinking water quality
benefits within the metropolitan Bakersfield area.

The Project consists of the four components, generally described
below.

1. Acguisition of the Kern River lower water right;

2 Construction of encugh urban area wells {0 achieve a flow capacity of
about 60 cfs;

3. Construction of water conveyance exchange facilities;

4. Construction and acquisiion of jocal facilities to enhance groundwater

recharge and recovery opportunities.

Findings of Exemption:

l. The project consists of water nght transfer and rinimal construction and/or
modification of water transfer and exchange facilitics.

2. The lead agency has no evidence before it, including the mformation in the Imtial
Study and comments of appropriate reviewing agencies, to indicate that the
proposed project could have any potential for adverse effects on fish and wildlife
[ESOUICCS.
Certification:

I hereby certify that the public agency has made the above finding(s) and that the project will not
individually or cumulatively have an adverse effect on wildlife resources, as defined in Section
71.2 of the Fish and Game Code.

Date: September 7, 2000 Local Lead Agency: Kern County Water Agency

Title: General Manger Manager



EXHIBIT D
MITIGATION, MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

OVERVIEW

Comments recerved on the Proposed Negative Declaration regardmg the Kern
River Program highlight a significant feature of the design of the program: the program has been
designed and will be implemented to comply with all aspects of existing law. Important laws with
which the project has been designed to comply are the Federal Endangered Species Act, State
Endangered Species Act, and a variety of laws and regulations governing water quality ard
impacts on legal users of water. While compliance with such laws and regulations is an integral
feature of the program, the Agency understands that some entities would prefer a formal
acknowledgment of intended compliance as a form of mitigation, and appropriate monitoring and
reporting. Accordingly, the Agency agrees to clanfy the following mitigation measures which are

pait of the program as designed and adopt appropriate monitoring and reporting measures.

MONITORING & REPORTING FOR DESIGNED MITIGATION ELEMENTS

1. ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Federal and State Endangered Species Act
(a) Program Design:

The program has been designed te avoid any impact on known endangered or
threatened species, federal or state, or other specics of concern. In the first
instance, the program has been designed to have an extremely small footprint of
disrupted land in the construction of facilities. Additionally, the facility
construction will oceur primarily on existing highly cultivated farmland or highly
maintained rights of way in which it is unlikely that such species or their habitat
will be encountered. Further, care will be utilized to have such locations examined

by personnel knowledgeable in the identification of endangered and threatened



tnsignificance.

2. ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Injury 1o Rights of Legal Users of Water

and Facilities

(a) Program Design:
The program is designed to ensure that all water and facilities utilized by the
program are obtained with full protection of the rights of existing legal users. Full
campensation will be provided by the Agency where such rights of legal users of
water or facilities are impaired, and absent such compensation such rights of legal
users will not be impaired. Tius extends to the legal users of ground water as the
program has been designed to avoid significant impact on such users. In the event
of disputes regarding the existence of such impacts, the Agency will subnut such
disputes to the previously established Kern Fan Monitoring Commuittee for

handling under established rules.

(b) Monitoring and Reporting:
The General Manager shall include in an annual report to the Board a report on the
folHowing items of concern:
(1)  The alleged occurrence of any impact on the rights of legal users of water
or facilities, including any alleged impacts on groundwater; |
(2)  The measures utiized to investigate such alleged impacts;
(3) The results of such mnvestigation;
(4)  The measures utilized to avoid impacts to such rights of legal users, or the

measures utilized to reduce such impacts to insignificance.

3 ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Water Quality
() Program Design:
The program is designed to avoid any potential adverse impacts on water quality.
Utilization of the water rights acquired under the program will not significantly

differ in water quality impacts from the existing uses of such water. The intent of



the program is to secure the benefits of Kern River water quality for drinking
water quality and Kern County. The program will be operated to avoid significant

adverse impact on the water quality available 1o any legal user of water.

(b) Monitoring and Reporting:
The General Manager shall include in an annual report to the Board of Directors
the following items:
(1) A statement regarding the water quakity status of the program during the
prior year; 7
(2}  Anidentification of all problem areas enccountered, if any, and the measures
taken to avoid any significant adverse impact on the water quality of any

fegal user of water.
GENERAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

The annual report referred to herein shall be prepared under the direction of the
General Manager and a registered engineer of the State of California, in consultation with
individual(s) knowledgeable in the identification of endangered or threatened species and their
habitats. The report may include additional operational, and ecenomic data of interest 1o the

community, but at a minimum shall contain the information specified above as required clements

of the report.
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Tom Clarlk, General Manager I3 e
Kern County Water Agencg Kern Gounly Watez#gerncy
P. O. Box G8

Bakerstfield, California 93302-0058

FE: FKern River Restoration & Water Supply Project

Tom:

The District has several comments in regard to the recharge basing
that would be constructed as part of this proposed project.

During vyears when groundwater recharge operations were being
conducted, it would not be feasible to treat these basing by
-aircrafr if they produced mosquitoses because of the proximity of
residential areas and heavily-traveled roads (i.e Stockdale, Buena
Vista, Allen). During the last couple of years when performing
mosquito control operations, the District's aixyplane pilot has
encountered increasing numbers of joggers, bikers, horseback
riders, etc. In the "2800" and the other recharge areas west of
Allen Road. These new basins will, also, attract similar
attention by the public.

Idealiy, vegetation in the basins would be managed in a manner that
would allow the control of the agquatic stage of mosquitoes through

the use of mosquitofish. Pue to the size of these basins,
treatment by ground rigs spraying around the perimeter would be
ineffective. The uge ©f insecticides in areas frequented by the

public is a real challenge these days due to the increasingly
negative reaction by pecple to pesticide usage in general.

Hopefully, these concerns will be considered by the Agency when the
basins are constructed.

Sincerely,

Rob  Quiring
Digtrict Manager
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Angust 252000

Mr. Rob Quiring, Dhstrict Manager

Kern Mosquito and Vector Control District
4705 Allen Road

Bakersheld, CA 23312

RE: Response to letter regarding CEQA compliance for the Kern River
Restoration and Water Supply Pragram

Dear Mr. Quiring:

Thank you for yvour letier dated August 3, 2004 responding to the Kern County
Water Agency’s (Agency) Initial Stady and Proposed Negative Declaration for the
Kerm River Restoration and Water Supply Program (Program}. The Agency has
reviewed your concemns expressed in the letter and outlined below is the Agency’s
response. :

Under the Program , two {2) recharge ponds (10 acre and 5 acre) are proposed for
constructicn, both located just east of Allen Road and near the Kern River Stockdale
Highway bridge . A proposed 40 acre to 50 acre Soccer field to be constructed may
be used for groundwater recharge in the wettest vears on the Kern River. This
proposed field 1s also located east of Allen Road and north of the Kern River agar
the Stockdale bridge. The recharge ponds will be operated very similar to the
Truxtun Lake recharge ponds owned by the City of Bakersfield, which we
understand have not created a mosquite concem 1o the surrounding community. The
Soceer field will probably be operated by the North of the River Parks and
Recreation District under an arrangement with the City of Bakersficld. The two
recharge ponds may be jointly managed by the Agency’s [mprovement Distnial No. 4
and the City of Bakersfield's Water Resources Department. The recharge ponds and
Soccer field are planned as part of a community park under a residennal and
cormmercial developnent proposed by Castle and Cooke Calilornia, inc.

As with other existing recharge basins under the Agency’s control, we do nal
anticipate any concerns with mosquitoes , however, we wil] comply with any
applicable regulations and cooperate with your District to address any concerns you
may have, should ary arise at some future time. Please contact Kane Totzke at (661}
634-1468 with any questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

AN~

Tom Clark
General Manger
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United States Department of the Interior RECEIVED

Rel[H
FISH AND WILDLIFE SERVICE ﬁﬁ%‘;‘f $enmin owmc
Sacramento Fish and Wildlife Office ;E;EIE/ Jw
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[-1-00-TA-2553
August 14, 2000

Mr. Thomas N. Clark, General Manager
Kem County Water Agency

P.O. Box 58

Bakersfield, California 93302-0058

Subject: California Environmenial Quality Act (CEQA) Compliance for the Kemn
River Restoration and Water Supply Program, Kermm County, Califorma

Dear Mr. Clark:

This is in response to your July 27, 2000, letter concerning the Initial Study and Proposed Draft
Negative Declaration for the Kem River Restoration and Water Supply Program in Kemn County,
California. We understand from the materials enclosed with your letter that some of the property
proposed for development is inside, and some is outside the boundaries of the Metrepolitan
Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). We appreciate your efforts to provide water in the
river channel for a greater parl of the year, and we agree that this will enhance riparian vegetation
and could provide habitat for some protected species in an arca where they historically oceurred,
such as the least Bell’s vireo (Vireo bellii pusiflus) and southwestern willow flycatcher

(Empidonax rraillii extimus}.

We expect that some parts of the project will accur within the boundaries of the Metropolitun
Bakersfield HCP, and that fees will be paid into the habitat compensation fund,/ We think this
should be mentioned in the Negative Declaration, as it is a mitigation under CEQA for effects on
protected species. We are concerned about the ctfects of portions of the project outside the
Metropolitan Bakersfield HCP on San Joaquin kit foxes (Vulpes macrotis mutica), Tipton
kangaroo rats (Dipodomys nitratoides nitratoides), and blunt-nosed leopard lizards (Gambelia
silus), which are protected under the Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act).
The map of the project mentions potential agricultural and urban area well sites, and installation
of recharge ponds on an 80-acre parcel now belonging to Castle and Cooke. Kit fox are known
to forage on, and disperse across natural fand, fallow Jand, farmland in row creps, and grazing
"land. Any construction of structures on farmland, fallow land, grazing land, or natural and likely
will require compensation under the Act. No indication 1s given of the present land uges and



Mr, Thomas N. Clark 2

project footprints for portions of the project outside the MI3 HCP, so we cannot provide an
adequate evaluation at (his time.

Section 9 of the Act and its implementing regulations prohibit the "take" of federally listed fish
and wildlifc species. Take is defined by the Act as "io harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound,
kill, trap, capture, or collect” any listed wildlife species. "Harm" in this definition includes
significant habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or injures wildlife, by
significantly impaling essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding, or sheltering
(50 CFR § 17.3).

* Take incidental to an otherwise [awtful activity may be autherized by ane of two procedures. Ifa
Federal agency is involved with the pennitting, funding, or carrying out of the project, then
initiation of formal consullation between that agency and the Service pursuant to section 7 of the
Act is required if it is determined that the proposed project will adversely affect a listed species.
Such a consultation would result in a biclogical opinion that addresses the anticipated effects of
the project to the listed species and may authorize a limited level of incidentat take! If a Federal
agency is not invelved with the project, and a Jisted species may be taken as a result of the
project, then an incidental take permit pursuant Lo section 10(a){1)(B) of the Act should be
obtained, The Service may issue a peimit upon completion of a satisfactory HCP for the listed
specics that would be subject 1o take as a result of the project. Applicants approved by the
Service and the California Department of Fish and Game, as applicable, may satisfy the Act by
buying credits and obtaining incidental take authonty through the Kern Water Bank HCP and

Master Permit.

While the Metropolitan Bakersfield HCP is not applicable to portions of the project outside its
borders, it sets a precedent in Kern County for providing endangered species compensation for
conversion of farmland to buildings and other structures, For example, we worked with the Kemn
County Planning Department in the development of the compensation measures that were
required for the Rio Bravo Tomato Company plant, which was siled ost row crop {farmiand.

We appreciate you contacting us about your proposed project. We would appreciate recetving
more detailed information about the project conceming preposed construction locations and
footprints, related access roads if any, and schedule. Thank you for your intercst in conserving
threalened and endangered species. Please contact Susan Jones or Peter Cross at {216) 414-6600

if you have any questions about tlns letter.
Sincercly,
farnQy Pllon

Karen'V’ Miller
Chief, Endangered Species Division



Mr. Thomas N. Clark

ce: Andy Gordus, CDTG, I'resno, California
Steve Suwait, Kem County Planming Department
Cheryl Harding, Kern Water Bank Authority

ol
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August 29, 2000

Ms. Susan Iones

U.8. Fish and Wildlife Service
2800 Coltage Way, W-2605
Sacramento, CA 95825

RE; Response 1o letter regarding CEQA compliance for the Kem River
Restoration and Water Supply Program

Dear Ms. Jones:

Thank you for vour letter dated August 21, 2000 responding to the Kern County
Water Agency’s (Agency) Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for the
Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program {Program). We concur with the
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) statement that the Program as proposed
will provide envirommental benefits to the local envirenment: the Agency believes
the Program is an opporunity 1o secure environmental local benefuts along the Kemn
River corridor for wildlife and the community of Bakersfreld.

In response to the Service’s concern regarding participation in the Metropolitan
Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), the Agency plans to comply with any
regulations including those requiring participation in payment of habitat management
fees, where applicable. We note however that,the Program facilities proposed for
medification and/or constrection taking place within the Metropohitan Bakersfield
HCP are projects less than ten (10) acres in size undertaken for strictly public
purpuses and therefore exempt {rom the Habitat Management Fees, pursuant to the
City of Bakersfield Ordinance 3556,

Other Program facilities, as described in the Initial Study and proposed Negative
Declaration may eccur on active [armland owned by the Agency, on well maintained
right-cf-ways owned by the Apency or other local water districts. These proposed
facilities will have a very small footprint of permanently disturbed land, e.g., less
than 1/10th of an acre disturbance per well site, in arcas devoid of species subject 10
the Federal Endangered Species Act. Furthermaore, since no take of threatened or
endangered species will occur due to construction of facilities on farmland, fallow
land, grazing land or natural land, the Agency believes no incidental take permit or
compensation is required for the Program. The Agency will, of course, comply with
the regulations if avoidance of impacts is not feasible.



Bs. Susan Jones

G5 LFish and Wildhte Seevice
August 29 20H)
Page 2

The Agency hopes this letier resolves any concerns you may have with the Program. Again, we believe
the overal] Program will secure significant water quality, water supply, enviranmental and commumty
benefits to the citizens of the greater Bakerstield area. The Program will also complement and
supplement the exisling the Kern River Parkway Plan adopted by the City of Bakersfield in 1988 through
cooperative water exchanges and groundwater recovery 10 keep the Kern River wet through the center of
Bakersfield during the peak recreational monthis of May through September. Please contact Kane Totzke
at (6613 6341468 with any questions regarding this matter.

Sipgerely,

Tom Clark
" General Manager

DWPDOCS Aup00ws s response - jfs comments wpd
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J—I-}__(lern County Waler Agency 72 et

SCHH 2000081017, KERN RIVER RESTORATION AND WATER SUPPLY PROJECT, KERN COUNTY

We have reviewed the Initizl Study and Proposad Negative Declaration to provide grouadwater and surface water
augmentations to the Kern River as it flows through the City of Bakersfield. The avgmentations will occur
during the summer months and be used {or recreation. We understand that the project will involve construction
of new agricultural and urban wells, modification ef existing water exchange facilities and, possibly, construction
of an interconnection in the area of the Kern River.

If more than five acres will be disturbed, the construction activities witl be subject to regulation under the
General Construction Activity Storm Water Permit, State Water Resources Control Board Order No. $9-G8-
DWQ, Natianal Pollutant Discharge Elimination System, General Permit No. CA000002 (peneral permit). A
copy of the permit is enclosed. Belore construction begins, a Notice of Intent to comply with the permit must be
submitted to the State Water Resources Control Board at the address indicated in the permit, and a Stormi Wates
Pollution Prevention Plan must be prepared. Further information regarding the storm water program is available
at the State Board web site at: Gtip/fwww swrcb,ca.gev or you may call Jarma Bennett at (559) 445-6446.

1l the construction activities wiil involve the discharge of dredged or fill material into navigable waters or
wetlands, a permit pucsuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act may be needed from the US Anmy Corps of
Engineers. Tor more imformation, please call Kathy Norton with the US Army Corps of Engineers al

(916) 557-5260.

Ila permit is needed from the US Army Corps of Engineers, certification of conformance with water quality
standards pursuvant to Section 401 of the Clean Water Act will be needed. Enclosed is a summary of information
that we would need to consider a request for water quality certification.

Il you have any questions, please call Betty Yee of (his office at (559) 445-5128.

LONNIE M. WASS
Seniar Engineer

RCE No. 33917

Enclosure

California Environmenial Protection Agency

.:):Eq Fecyeled Paper
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September 5, 2000

Tom Clark, General Manager

Kerm County Water Agency

£.O. Box 58 } )
Bakersfield CA 93302-0058

Re: Initial Study - Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program

Dear Mr. Clark:

Thank you for the opportunity to review the Iruatial Study for this proicct. The Planning Department
has no commnents on this phase of the project. If you have any questions, please call Steve Surait at
(661) 862-8643,

Very traly yours,

TED JAMES, AICP, Director
Fem County Planning Department

N

by Steve Strait, Assoclate Planner
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State of California The Resources Agency

MEMORANDUM

To. Project Coordinator Date: August 31, 2000

Resources Agency - %
[

Mr. Thomas N. Clark, General Manager

Kern County Water Agency E @ E [] w E

P.O. Box 58

Bakersfield, CA 93302-0058
‘ SEP IS C
From- Departiment of Conservation _
| : ]
Otfice of Governmental and Environmental Relations STATE CLEARINGHOUSE

Subject;  Initiat Study and Proposed Negative Declarztion for the Kern River
Restoration and Water Supply Program, Kern County — SCH #2000081017

The Department of Conservation’s Division of Qit, Gas ang Geothermal
Resourcas (Division) has reviewed the initial study for the referenced project. The
Division supervises the drilling, maintenance, and plugging and abandonment of oil,
gas and geothermal wells in Caiifornia. We offer the following comments for your

considerafion.

The proposed project area encompasses ail, or a partion of the following oit
fields: Bellevue, Canal, Canfield Ranch, Frutvale, Kern River, McClung, North Coles
Levee, Strand, Stockdale and Ten Section. There ars numerous plugged and
abandaned, producing and Injection wetls within or i proximity (o these fields.
Proposed project construction includes water wells, waler qualily exchange facifiies,
and facilities to enhance groundwater recharge and recovery. The project also
proposes mitigation measures such as avoiding areas suspected o have hydrocarbon
contamination and, whare practical, avoiding inferference with potroleum pipelines and

gilfield areas.

In support of these proposed mitigation measures, the Division recommends that
{he proposaed construction projects be plotted accurately on the appropriate Division
maps, and submitted to the Division's Bakersfield office for review. Upon recsipt of the
maps, the Division will provide locations of {he affected wells, Also based on our
review of the maps, the Division will convey infermation to the applicant on any
applicable well work requirements. In addition, the Division requests that these gilfield
welis be plotted accurately on ail future maps refaled to this project, and that a legible
copy of (he final project map be submitted to the Division's Bakersfield office.

Finally. the Division dislrict office in Bakersfield must be notified if excavation
uncovers a previously plugged and abandoned well. K the well can be dentified, its
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Mr. Thomas N Clark
August 31, 2000
Page 2

abandonment will be reviewed at that tme_ If the.well cannot be identified, remedial
operations may be required.

Thank you for the oppartunity to comment on the initial sl'udy and proposed
negative declaration. f you have questions, or require technical assistance or
information, piease contact Jack Truschel at the Bakersfield district office: 4800

Stockdaie Highway, Suite 417, Bakersfield, CA 93309; or, phone (661} 322-4031. You .

may also call me at (916} 445-8733.

Lﬂﬁﬁ/b&

Jason Marshall
Aszistant Director

cc Jack Truscheal
Division of Oil, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, Bakersfield

Linda Campion
Division of Q#, Gas, and Geothermal Resources, Sacramenlo

T LA 9N ASGPO2000T



BEFORE THE BOARIY CF DIEECTORS.
OF THE
KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY

In the Matter of:

DETERMINATIONS AND FINDINGS *
WITH RESPECT TO THE *
KERN RIVER RESTORATION AN *
AND WATER SUPPLY PROGRAM *

I. Pam Bosworth, Secretary of the Board of Directors o the Kern County Water Agency, of the

County of Kern, State of California, do hereby certify that the following resolution proposed by Director

Radon and seconded by Director Garnett was duly passed and adopted by said Board
of Directors at an official meeting hereof this 7thiay of September . 2000, by the following

vole, to wit:

Ayes: Garnett, Radon, Rogers, Mathews & Starrh
Noes: None

Absent: Frick & Lundqdist

ecretary of the Board of Directors
of the Kern Coupty Water Apency

RESOLUTION NO. 3500
WHEREAS, the Board of Directors (the “"Board") of the Kern County Water Agency (the
"Agency™) has had prepared, circulated and presented to 11, and hasreviewed and considgred an Initial Study,
Environmental Checklist, dated July 27, 2004, and a proposed Negative Declaration (Exhibit "A"™) attached

thereta, all pertaining to the Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program, and

WHEREAS, the Ageney has received comments from several responsible agencies and interested
parties and incorporated those comments, 1ogether with the Agency's response to those comments, in the

appendix of the Negative Declaration; and



WHEREAS, the Agency has incorporated inte and made parl of the INegalive Declaration, &
Mitigation, Monttoring and Reporting Program that satislactorily addresses the Federal and State Fndanpered
Species Act, Injury to Rights of Legal Useis of Water and Water Quality tssues; and

WHEREAS, in recognition of the Agency securing the $23 million grant pursuant to Proposition 13,
the Agency will continue to werk with the Member Units and other local water districts to acquire additional
grants and loans for the purpose of constructing water supply and/or water management facilitics in Kern
County.

NOW, THEREFORE, BE IT RESQLVED by the Board ol Directors of the Agency as
{ollows:;
The Board hereby finds and determines that the foregoing recitals, are true and correct.

1. Section 1. Review of FEvidence

The Board has reviewed and ceonsidered the contents of the Initial Study and proposed
Negative Declaration, the presentation {o the Boar‘"d made by staff pertaining to same, and
the comments recejved from the public both during a public hearing conducted by the Board
on September 7, 2000 and received during the required environmental review period; and

2. Section 2. Approval of Nepative Dieclaration

Based upon the afore-described evidence, the Board hereby {inds;

a) that there is no substantial evidence that the Kern River Restoration and Water

Supply Pregram with the mitigation measures provided therein will have a

significant effect on the environment;

b) that the mitigation measures therein are incorporated within the scope of the
project, and the project as defined will not have a significant effect on the
environment. Therefore, in accordance with such findings, the Board approves the

Negative Declaration submitted in conjunction with the Initial Study and hereby

Page 2



directs staff to prepare and file a Notice of Determination (in the form attached
heretoas Exhibit "B”) in compliance with the Califomia Bnvironmental Quality Act
{Public Resources Code Sections 21000, ¢l seq.); and

Sectign 3. Finding of No Impact on Wildlife

The Board hereby further finds that, when considering the record as a whole, there
is no substantial evidence before the Board that the proposed FProject will have
potential {for an adverse cffect on wildlife resources or the habitat upon which the
wildiife depends on. As such, the Board divects the General manager o sige 2
Certificate of 'a De Minimis Impact Finding exempting payment of the $1,250
Department of Fish and Game fee {in the form attached hereto as Exhibit "C"). If
subsequent information becomes available indicating potential impacts to Federal
and State histed or sensitive species as defined under the State and Federal
Endangered Species Act, the Agency will comply with ali mandatory State and
Federal laws.

Section 4, Mitigation. Monitorine and Reporting Prosram

Thie Board hereby incarporates the Mitigation, Monttoring and Reporting Program
{in the form attached hereto as Exhibir "D™) to address concerns with local water
districts regarding water use, distribution of benefits and water quality.

Section 5. Continucd efforts towards securing Proposition 13 funds

The Board hereby directs staff to continue working , in a timefy manner, with
Member Units and other focal Kern County water districts towards maximizing the
acquisition additional Proposition 13 grants and loans for focal water supply
projects and/ar other water management projects as deemed appropriate by the

General manager.

Page 3



EXHIBIT A

KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
PROPOSED NEGATIVE DECLARATION

This is prepared pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Act of 1970 {CEQA), ! and the
State CEQA Guidelines, °.

NAME OF PROJECT: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program.

PROPOSED PROJECT LOCATION: The Project 1s primarily located along the Kern River
corndor from the projected extension of Haley Street on the east side, to the California
Aqueduct on the west end, and south and west of Bakersfield in the unincorporated
portion of the county along the Cross Valiey Canal and Arnvin-Edison Canal and
including other local waler conveyance faciiities. Also, see attached Project location
maps.

DESCRIPTION OF PROPOSED PROJECT: Summary. Project proposes to provide
significant water quality, water supply, environmental and community benefits for the
metropolitan Bakersfield area and a bread range of Kern County water users through
the coordinated implementation of a number of program components including the: (1)
acquisition of the Lower Kern River water right (Lower Right), i.e., Hacienda/Garces
pre-1914 water right, including associated Lake Isabella Storage; (2) Purchase of land
from Casile and Cooke California, Inc |, for additional recharge and recovery facilities;
(3) construction of 12 new water Ag recovery wells and enough Urban wells to achieve
a maximum fiow capacity of 60 cfs; and (4) Construction of water exchange facilities
and modification of the Pool 1 portion of the Cross Valley Canal.

Expanded Descrption. See [nitial Study for Proposed Project, atiached.

FINDINGS WHICH SUPPORT NEGATIVE DECLARATION: After making an assessment
of the possible impacts of the proposed Project and reviewing an Initial Study dated
July 27, 2000, the Board of Directors of the Kern County Water Agency has determined
that the proposed Project as presentad will not have any significant effect on the
environment, either directly or indirectly.

INITIAL STUDY: A copy of the [nitial Study and environmental checklist prepared by
Agency staff, dated July 27, 2000, is attached.




EXHIBIT A

MITIGATION MEASURES: Mitigation measures which have been incorporated into the

proposed Project to avoid potentially significant envirormental effects are as follows:

1.

4.

Throughout the term of the proposed Project, Project water quality,
groundwater monitoring, and groundwater recharge losses will be
consistent with the Memorandum of Understanding Regarding Operation
and Monitoring of the Kern Water Bank Groundwater Banking Program,
dated October 26, 1995, and consistent with the Operation and Monitoring
Procedure for the Pioneer Project, dated May 28, 1998.

Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located to
avoid areas suspected tc have hydrecarbon contamination, and to the
extent practical, not to interfere with oil (crude or refined) or natural gas
pipelines or other sensitive cilfield areas.

Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located to
minimize potentia! impacts to the Agency’'s Cross Valiey Canal.

A mitigation, Monitoring and Reparting Program (attached as Exhibit C)

CONTACT PERSON, TELEPHONE NUMBER; Mr. Thomas N. Clark, General Manager,

Kemn County Water Agency, P.O. Box 58, Bakersfield, CA. 93302; (661)-634-1400. 1f
you require additional information regarding this proposed Project, please contact Mr.
Kane Totzke, Kern County Water Agency, (€61) 634-1468; e-mait: kane{@kcwa com

Thomas N. Clark, General Manager Date

1. Public Resources Code, Section 2100, et seq.

2. Title 14, Division 6, California Administrative Code, as amended.
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September 7, 2000

Ms. Karen Fowier

Office of the Governor

Office of Planning and Research
State Clearmghouse

P.O. Box 3044

Sacramento, Ca 95812-3044

RE: SCH # 2000081017 - Notice of Determination and De Minimis
Impact Finding

Dear Ms, Fowler:

Transmitted herein arc the Kern County Water Agency’s (Agency) “Notice of
Determination™ and a “California Department of Fish and Game Certificate of
Fee fxemption -De Minimis Impact Finding” for the Kern River Restoration
and Water Supply Program Negative Declarauon. The Agency Board of
Directors took action to adopt the Negative Declaration at a meeting held on
September 7, 2000. The De Minimis Impact finding exempts the Agency
from the $1,250 filing fee  Please contact Kane Totzke at 661-634-1468 with
any questions regarding this matter.

Sincerely,

Tom Clark
General Manager
enclosures

(o Office of the County Clerk (Kern)



EXHIBIT B
CEQA Notice of Determination

To: X Cffice of Planning and Research From: Kern County Water Agency
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 P.0. Bux 58
Sacramento, CA 95814 3200 Rio Mirada Drive

Bakersfield, CA 93302

X County Clerk
County of Kern
1115 Truxton Ave., 1°' Floos
Bakersfield, CA 93301-45639
Subject: Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 21108 or 21152 of the Public Resources Code.
Praoject Title: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Frogram

State Clearinghouse Number: SCH #2000081017
{If submitted to Clearinghousg)

Lead Agency: Kern County VWater Agancy .
Contact Persen: Thomas M. Clark, General Manager

Telephone; (661) 634-1400

Project Location: See attached Negative Declaration.

{include cournty}
Froject Description: See altached Negative Declaration.

This is to advise that on Seplember 7. 2000, the Kern County Water Agency {as lead agency) approved the project {more pariculady
described in the attached Negative Declaration) and has determined that no additional environmerntal review is required.

An Initial Study and Subsegquent Negative Daclaration wilh findings ware prepared for the Agency's recent action pursuant 1 the
orovisions of CEQA Guidelines sections 15070 through 15075 concluding thal no additional environmenial review is required. The
recent action witl not have any significant effect on the envircnment, Miligation measures were made 2 condition of the Agency's
recenl action on the projert. A Statement of Overriding Considerations was not adopted in connection with the Agency’s recent action
on this project.

This 15 to certify that the Initizl Study with camments and responses and record of project approval is availasle to the general public at:
Kern County Water Agency, P ¢ Box 58, 3200 Rio Mirada Drive, Bakersfield, Kem County, CA 93302

Signafure,

Thomas N Clark, General Manager, Kern County Walsr Agency

Jale

Jate received for filing at OFR;




EXHIBITC

CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

CERTIFICATE OF FEE EXEMPTION

De Minimis Impact Finding

Project Title: Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program

Location: Kern River Corridor area, fromMetropolitan Bakersfield to the
California Aqueduct, Kern County

Project Descniption:  This project will generaie broad local water supply, environmental
and comrmunity benefits, and targeted drinking water quality
benefits within the metropolitan Bakersfield area.

The Project consists of the four components, generally described

below. ‘ ‘
1. Acqutsition of the Kemn River iower water right;
Z. Construction of enough urban area wells to achieve a flow capacity of

about 60 cfs; ,

Construction of water conveyance exchange facilities;

Construction and acquisition of local facilities to enhance groundwater
recharge and reccvery opportunities.

bW

Findings of Exemption:

1. The project consists of water nght transter and minimal construction and/or
modification of water transfer and exchange facilities.

2 The lead agency has no evidence before 1t, including the infermation in the Imtial
Study and comments of appropnate reviewing agencies, to indicate that the
proposed project could have any potential for adverse effects on fish and wildlife

TESOUICES.
Certification:
I hereby certify that the public agency has made the above finding(s) and that the project will not
individually or cumulatively have an adverse eflect on wildlife resources, as defined in Section

712 ot the Fish and Game Code.

Date: September 7, 2000 Local Lead Agency: Kern County Water Agency

Title: General Manger Manager



EXHIBIT D
MITIGATION, MONITORING AND REPORTING PROGRAM

OVERVIEW

Comments received on the Proposed Negative Declaration regarding the Kem
River Program hightight a significant feature of the design of the program: the program has been
designed and will be implemented to comply with all aspects of existing law. Important laws with
which the project has been designed to comply are the Federal Endangered Species Act, State
Endangered Species Act, and a variety of laws and regulations governing water quality and
impacts on legat users of water. While compliance with such laws and regulations is an integral
teature of the program, the Agency understands that some entities would prefer a formal
acknowledgment of intended compliance as a form of mitigation, and appropriate monitoring and
reporting. Accordingly, the Agency agrees to clanfy the following mitigation measures whichr are

part of the program as designed and adopt approprate moaitoring and reporting measures.
MONITORING & REPORTING FOR DESIGNED MITIGATION ELEMENTS

lL ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Federal and State Endangered Species Act
(a) Program Design:

The program has been designed to aveid any impact on known endangered or
threatened species, federal or state, or other species of concern. In the first
instance, the program has been designed to have an extremely sinall footprint of
disrupted land in the construction of facilities, Additionally, the facility
construction will occur primarily on existing highly cultivated farmland or highiy
maintained rights of way in which it is unlikely that such species or their habitat
will be encountered. Further, care will be utilized to have such locations exanmuned

by personnel knowledgeable in the identification of endangered and threatened



(b)

species and their habitat to ensure the avoidance of any impact. In the unlikely
event that unavoidable impacts are encountered, the Agency will comply fully with
Federal and State Endangered Species Acts to ensure that such impacts are

mutigated to insignificance.

In summary, the Agency comumits to full compliance with both Federal and State
Endangered Species Act requirements. While no impact on such species is
contemplated due to the design of the program, any unexpected impacts will be

handled in full compliance witll federal and state law.

Monitoring & Reporting:

The General Manager is hereby directed to provide knowledgeable staff assistance,

and consuitants where required, to monitor the progress of construction and

umplementation to ensure compiiance with federal and state endangered species

laws and regulations.

(1) During the construction phase of the program, the General Manager shall
report to the Board on a quarterly basis regarding the following:

1) The 1dentification, if any, of any potentially impacted federal or
state threatened or endangered species.

(11} Specification of all measures taken 10 aveid any impact on such
species or on the habitat of such species.

(iii)  Where impact proves to be unavoidable, whether a project
component was abandoned or whether sufficient nutigaticn
measures were utilized to reduce the level of impact to
insignificance.

(2) After construction, the General Manager shall include in annual reports to
the Board the following:

(i) Whether any potential significant impacts on federal or state
endangered or threatened species have been identified, and

{ii) What measures have been taken to reduce such potential impacts to



insignificance.

2. ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Injury to Rights of Legal Users of Water

and Facilities

(a) Program Design:
The program is designed to ensure that all water and facilities utilized by the
program are obtained with full protection of the nghts of existing legal users. Full
compensation will be provided by the Agency where such rights of legal users of
water or facilities are impaired, and absent such compensation such nghts of legal
users will not be impaired. This extends to the legal users of ground water as the
program has been designed to avold significant impact on such users. In the event
of disputes regarding the existence of such impacts, the Agency will submit such

disputes to the previously established Kem Fan Momtoring Committee for

handling under established rules.

(b) Mecuitoring and Reporting:
The General Manager shall include in an annual report to the Board a report on the
following items of concern: | |
1) The alleged occurrence of any impact on the rights of legal users of water
or facilities, including any alleged impacts on groundwater;
(2) The measures utilized to investigate such alleged impacts;
3) The results of such investigation,
(4) The measures utilized to avoid impacts to such rights of legal users, or the

measures utilized to reduce such impacts to insignificance.

3. ADOPTED MITIGATION ELEMENT: Water Quality
(a) Program Design:
The program 1s designed to avold any potential adverse impacts on water quality.
Utilization of the water rights acquired under the program will not significantly

differ in water quality impacts from the existing uses of such water. The intent of



the program is to secure the benefits of Kern River water guality for drinking
water quality and Kern County. The program will be operated to avoid sigmficant

adverse impact cn the water quality avaldatle to any legal user of water.

(b) Monitoring and Reporting:
The General Manager shail include in an annual report to the Board of Directors
the following jtems:
(1) A statement regarding the water quality status of the program during the
prior year;
(2) An identification of all problem areas encountered, if any, and the measures
taken to avoid any significant adverse impact on the water quality of any

legal user of water,
GENERAL REPORTING REQUIREMENTS

The annual report referred to herein shall be prepared under the direction of the
General Manager and a registered engineer of the State of California, in consultation with
individual(s) knowledgeable in the identification of endangered or threatened species and their
habitats. The report may include additional operational, and economic data of interest to the
community, but at a minimum shalt contain the information specified above as required elements

of the report.
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Tom Clark, General Manager S AL

Wateg#Fgenc
Kern County Water Agency Kern County Watés#gency

P. 0. Box 58
Bakersfield, California $3302-0058

RE: Kern River Restoration & Water Supply Project

Tom:

The District has several comments in regard to the recharge basins
that would be constructed as part of this proposed project.

During vyears when groundwater recharge operations were being
conducted, 1t would not be feasible to treat thege basins by
aircraft if they produced mosquitces becaugse of the proximity of
residential areas and heavily-traveled roads {(i.e Stockdale, Buena
Vista, Allen). During the last couple of years when performing
mosguito control operations, the District's airplane pilot has
encountered 1ncreasing rumbers of Jjoggers, bikers, horseback
riders, etc. in the "2800" and the other recharge areas west of
Allen ERcad. These new basins will, also, attract similar
attention by the public.

Ideally, vegetation in the basins would be managed in a manner that
would ailow the control of the aguatic stage of mosquitoes through

the use of mosquitcfish. Due to the size of these basins,
Lreatment by ground rigs spraying arcund the perimeter wouid be
ineffective. The use of insecticides in areas frequented by the

public is a real challenge these days due to the increasingly
negative reaction by people to pesticide usage in general.

Hopefully, these concerns will be considered by the Bgency when the
basins are constructed.

Sincerely,

AT

Rob Quiring
District Manager
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CROUNDWATER Kem River Program

August 20, 2000

Mr. Rob Cuiring, District Manager

Kern Mosquito and Vector Control District
4705 Allen Road

Bakersfield, CA 93312

RE:  Response to letter regarding CEQA compliance for the Kemn River
Restoration and Water Supply Program

Dear Mr. Quiring:

Thank vou for your letter dated August 3, 2000 responding to the Kern County
Water Agency’s (Agency) Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for the
Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program (Program). The Agency has
reviewed your concerns expressed 1o the Tetter and outlined below is the Agency’s
response.

tinder the Program |, twa (2) recharge ponds (10 acre and 5 acre) are proposed for
construction, both located just east of Allen Road and near the Kern River Stockdale
Highway bridge . A proposed 40 acre to 50 acre Soccer field to be constructed may
be used for groundwater recharge i the wettest years on the Kern River. This
proposed field is alse located east of Allen Road and north of the Kern River near
the Stockdale bridge. The recharge ponds will be operated very similar to the
Truxtun Lake recharge ponds owned by the City of Bakersfield, which we
understand have not created a mosquite concern o the surrcunding community. The
Seccer field will probably be operated by the Nogth of the River Parks and
Recreation District under an arrangement with the City of Bakersfield. The two
recharge ponds may be jointly managed by the Agency’s Improvement Dhstrict No. 4
and the City of Bakersfield’s Water Resources Department. The recharge pands and
Soccer field are plauned as part of a community park under a residentral and
commercial development proposed by Castle and Cooke California, Inc.

A3 with other existing recharge basins under the Agency’s control, we do not
anticipate any concerns with mosquitoes , however, we will comply with any
applicable regulations and cooperate with your Districl to address any concerns you
may have, should any arise at some future time. Please contact Kane Totzke at {(661)
634-1468 with any questions regarding this matter,

Sincerely,

“TANG—

Tom Clark
Generat Manger
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Auvgust 14, 2000

Mr. Thomas N. Clark, General Manager
Kem County Water Agency

P.O. Box 58

Bakersfield, California 93302-0058

Subject: California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA) Compliance for the Kern
River Restoration and Water Supply Program, Kem County, California

Dear Mr. Clark:

This 1s in response to your July 27, 2600, letter concerning the Initial Study and Proposed Draft
Negative Declaration for the Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program in Kern County,
Califorma. We understand from the materials enclosed with your letter that some of the property
proposed for development is inside, and some is outside the boundaries of the Metropolitan
Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP). We appreciate yeur efforts to provide water in the
river charmel for a greater part of the year, and we agree that this will enhance riparian vegetation
and could provide habitat for some protected species in an area where they historically occurred,
such as the least Bell's vireo (Vireo bellii pusilius) and southwestern willow fiycatcher
{Empidonax traillii extimus).
1 - .
T We expect that some parts of the project will occur within the boundanies of the Metropolitan
Bakersticld HCP, and that fees will be paid into the habitat compensation fum_i] We think this
should be mentioned in the Negative Declaration, as it is a mitigation under CEQA for effects on
protected species. We are concerned about the effects of poriions of the project outside the
Metropolitan Bakersfield HCP on San Joaquin kit foxes (Fulpes macrotis mutica), Tipton
kangaroo rats (Dipodamys nitratoides nitratoides), and blunt-nosed leopard lizards (Gambelia
stlus), which are protected under the Federal Endangered Species Act of 1973, as amended (Act).
The map of the project mentions potential agricultural and urban area well sites, and nstallation
of recharge ponds on an 80-acre parcel now belonging to Castle and Cooke. Kit fox are known
‘o forage on, and disperse across natural land, fallow land, farmland in row crops, and grazing
" land. Any construction of structures on farmland, fallow land, grazing land, or natura! land likely
will require compensation under the Act. No indication is given of the present land uses and



Mr. Thomas N. Clark ) <

project footprints for pertions of the prOJeci outstde the MB HCP, so we cannot provide an
adequate evaluation at this time.

Section 9 of the Act and its implementing regulations prohibit the "take" of federally tisted fish
and wildlife species. Take is defined by the Act as "to harass, harm, pursue, hunt, shoot, wound,
kill, trap, capture, or collect” any listed wildlife species. "Harm" in this definition includes
sigmifrcant habitat modification or degradation where it actually kills or injures wildlife, by
significantly impairing essential behavioral patterns, including breeding, feeding, or sheltering
(50 CFR § 17.3

* Take incidental to an otherwise lawful activity may be authorized by one of two procedures. If a
Federal agency is involved with the permitting, funding, or carrying out of the project, then
initiation of formal consullation between that agency and the Service pursuant to section 7 of the
Act isrequired 1f 1t is determined that the proposed project will adversely affect a listed species.
Such a consultation would result in a biological opinion that addresses the anticipated effects of
the project to the listed species and may authorize a limited level of incidental take! If a Federal
agency 1s not involved with the project, and a listed species may be taken as a result of the
project, then an incidental take permit pursuant (o section 10¢a)(1){(B) of the Act should be
obtained. The Service may issue a permit upon completion of a satisfactory HCP for the listed
species that would be subject to take as a result of the project. Applicants approved by the
Service and the Califormia Department of Fish and Game, as applicable, may satisfy the Act by
buying credits and obtaining incidental take authority through the Kerm Water Bank HCP and
Master Permit.

While the Metropotitan Bakersfield HCP is not applicable to portions of the project outside its
borders, it sets a precedent in Kem County for providing endangered species compensation for
conversion of farmland to buildings and other structures. For example, we worked with the Kem
County Planning Department in the development of the compensation measures that were
required for the Rio Brave Tomato Cempany plant, which was sited on row crop fanmland.

We appreciate you contacting us about your proposed project. We would appreciate receiving
more detailed information about the project concemning proposed construction Jocations and
footprints, related access roads if any, and schedule. Thank you for your interest in conserving
threatened and endangered species. Please contact Susan Jenes or Peter Cross at [916} 414-6600
if you have any questions about this letter.

Sincerely,
%IM MLQLMJ

Karen 77 Miller
Chief, Endangered Species Division



Mr. Thornas N. Clark

ce. Andy Gordus, CDFG, Fresne, California
Steve Strait, Kern County Planning Department
Cheryl Harding, Kern Water Bank Anthonity

Led
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August 29, 2000

ts. Susan fones

U.S. Fish and Wildiife Service
2800Cottage Way, W-2605
Sacramento, CA 93825

RE: Response to letter regarding CEQA compliance for the Kem River
Restoration and Water Supply Program

Dear Ms. Jones:

Thank you for your lerter dated August 2t, 2000 responding to the Kern County
Water Agency’s (Agency) Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration for the
Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program (Program).  We concur with the
U5 Fish and Wildlife Service’s (Service) statement that the Program as proposed
will provide environmental benefits to the local environment: the Agency believes
the Program is an opportunity to secure environmental local benefits along the Kemn
River corridor for wildlife and the community of Bakersfield.

In response to the Service’s concern regarding participation in the Metropolitan
Bakersfield Habitat Conservation Plan (HCP), the Agency plans to compiy with any
regulations including those requiring participation in payment of habitat management
fees, where applicable. We note however that,\he Program facilities proposed {or
modification and/or construction taking place within the Metropolitan Bakersfield
HCP are projects less than ten {10) acres in size undertaken for strictly public
purposes and therefore exempt from the 1labitat Management Fees, pursuant to the
City of Bakersfield Ordinance 3556,

Other Program facihities, as described i the Initial Study and proposed Negative
Declaration may occur on active farmland owned by the Agency, on well maintained
right-of-ways owned by the Agency or other local water distnicts. These proposcd
facifities wiil have a very small footprint of permanently disturbed land, e.g., less
than 1/10th of an acre disturbance per well site, in areas devoid of species subject to
the Federal Endangered Species Act. Furthermore, since no take of threatened or
endangered species will accur due to construction of facilities on farmland, fallow
land, grazing {and or natural land, the Agency believes na incidental take permit or
compensation s required for the Program. The Agency witl, of course. comply with
the regulations if avaidance of impacis is not feasible.



Ms. Susan Jones

LS Fishand Wildlife Service
Angust 2%, 2000

Page 2

The Agency hopes this lefter resolves any concems you may have with the Program. Again, we believe
the overali Program will secure significant water quality, water supply, envirenmental and community
benefits to the citizens of the greater Bakersfield area. The Program will also compiement and
supplement the existing the Kem River Parkway Plan adopted by the Ciry of Bakersfield in 1983 through
cooperative water exchanges and groundwater recovery to keep the Kern River wet through the center of
Bakersfield during the peak recreational months of May through September. Please contact Kane Totzke
at {6613 634-1468 with any questions regarding this mater.

Singerely,

Tom Clark
" General Manager

DAWPDOCSAuglOisfivs response - jls commanis.wpd
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SCH # 2000081017, KERN RIVER RESTORATION AND WATER SUPPLY PROJECT, KERN COUNTY

Ne have reviewed the Initial Study and Proposed Negative Declaration to provide groundwater and surface water
augmentations to the Kern River as it flows through the City of Bakersfield. The augmentations will occur
during the summer months and be used for recreation. We understand that the project will invalve construction

if new agricultural and urban weils, modification of existing water exchange facilities and, possibly, construction
of an interconnection in the area of the Kemn River.

[ more than five acres will be disturbed, the construction activities will be subject 1o regulation under the
Generai Construction Activity Storm Water Permif, State Water Resources Control Board Order No. 99-08-
DW{(, National Pollutant Discharge Elimination System, General Permit No. CAO00002 {general permit). A

:opy of the permit 1s enclosed  Before constriction bepins, a Notice of Intent to comply with the permit must be
submitied to the State Water Resources Control Beard at the address indicated in the permit, and a Storm Water
Pollution Prevention Pian must be prepared. Further information regarding the storm water program 1s available
it the State Board web snte at: hitp://www swreb ca gov or you may call Jarma Bennett at (559) 445-6046.

f the construction activities wili invelve the discharge of dredged or fill matenal o navigable waters or
vetlands, a permit pursuant to Section 404 of the Clean Water Act may be needed from the US Ammy Corps of

Engmeers. For more information. please call Kathy Norton with the US Army Corps of Engineers at
916) 557-5264.

If a permit is needed from the US Army Corps of Epgineers, certification of conformance with water quality
standards pursuant 1o Sechion 401 of the Clean Walter Act will be needed. Enclosed is a surnmary of infornmation
hat we would need to consider a request for water quality certification.

£ you have any guestions, please cali Betty Yee of this oflice at (559) 445-5128.
LONNIE M. WASS
Senior Enpineer

RCE No. 38517

Enclosure

Californic Environmental Profection Agency

QTE‘ Recyried Paper
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ARVIN-EDISON WS
Q. Box 1735
A, CA 93203

SJUENAVISTAWSD
P.O. Box 756
JurTamwtLLow, CA 923206

-HEVRON PRODUCTION COMPANY
ATT: MR, HiM WALDRON
5001 CALIFORMNIA AVENULD
BAKERSTIELD, CA 23302

LpALE MuTtuAaL WATER COMPANY
'0.Box 5638
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93388

Dmision aF OIL, GAS, AND GEOTHERMAL
ESOURCES
BO0 STOCKDALE HWwY

BAKLRSHELD, CA 23309

AST NILES COMMUNITY SERVICES DISTRICT
PO Box 6038
WAKERSFIELD, CA 93386

ERN AUDUBOMN SOCIETY
ATT: MARY GRIFEIN
1604 Duke DrRvE

AKERSHELD, CA 93305

ERN COUNTY PLANNING DIPARTMENT
TT: Mr. TEDR JAMES

2760 "M" STREET, SWITE 100
AKERSTIELD, CA 93301

LosT HilLs WATER DISTRICT
008 S1LECT AvENUE, Suime 205
DAKERSFIELLY, TA 23308

RAaG GuLcH WD
'B202 {9 STREET
AKERSFIELD, CA 93301

BriRIDGE WD
P.O. [Box 087
RBarirsharn, CA 93302

CALNORMEA WATER SLRVICE COMPANY
37255 “H" STREET
BAKERSHIELD, CA 93304

CITY OF BAKERSALD
AT Me. Marc GAUTHIER
1715 CHESTER AVENUE
BAKERSRIELD, CA 93301

DELANCG-EARLIMART 1D
14181 AvENUE 24
DELANO, CA 923215

MR, Jamrsl, NICKEL
*.0. Box 60479
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93386-0679

Hewry MILLER WATER DISTRICT
PO Box9/59
BAKERSTIELLY, CA 23389-9759

KERN WATER BANK AUTHORITY
P.0. Box 80607
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93380-0607

KERN-TULARE WD
[820 215 STREET
BAKERSHCLD, CA 93301

Lowir TuLE RVER (D
ATT: DAN VINK
P.O._Box 4388
PORTERVILLE, CA 93258

Rosroalt Rio-Bravo WSD
P.O. Box &67
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93302-0867

- ﬂ*sci —

BrRRENDA MESA WD
2100 "F" STREET, Suimt 1007
BAkiRSFIELD, CA 93301

CAWELO WATER DISTRICT
| 7207 INDusTRIAL FARM ROAD
BAKERSTIELD, CA 93308

CITY Or BAKERSFICLD WATER RESOURCES
ATT: GINE BOGART

[ Q00 BUENA VISTARD

BAKERSFIELD, CA 9331

DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME
ATT: MR. |CFF SINGLE

1234 EAST SHAW AVENUE
FRESNO, CA 23710

DUnRLEY RIDGE WATER DISTRICT
286 W. CROMWELL AVEMUE
FrREsNO, CA 937116162

Kern CourTy MosQuITo & VECTOR CONTROL
nsTrICT

4705 ALLIN ROAD

BAKFRSFELD, CA 93312-3429

Kern DELTA WD
501 TArT HiGHWAY
BAKERSAIFID, CA 93307

KERN COUNTY PARKS AND RLCREATION
Deer

L1 10 GOLDBEN STATE Hiav
BakursHELD, CA 23301

MNoOrTH KERN WSD
P.O.Box 81435
BAKCRSAELD, CA 923380-1435

SEMITROPMIC WSD
P.O.BOXZ
Wasco, CA 93280



SHAFTEE WASCO IRRICATION DESTRICT
20.Box {58
Aasco, CA Q3280-0158

TEHACHAM CUMMINGS COUNTY WD
P.O. BOx 326
TEHACHAPE, CA93581-0326

1.5 FIsH AND WIRDLUIFE SEIWICE
SAN J0AQUIN VALLEY BRAMCIT CHIER
2800 CoTrAacE WAY #W-2605

TACRAMENTO, CA 95825-1846

"WEeST KERN WD
O Box 1105
TArT, CA93268-1105

THOMAS FALLGATTER

“erM ReviR CORRIDOK ENDOWMENT & Howomic Co.

O Box 11172
BakprseeLn, CA Y3306

~ARLVOSS
GRIMMWAY FARMS
0. Box 81498
AMONT, CA 93380-1498

LAN DESTEFANE
8035 OLD RVER ROAD
SAKERSTILLD, CA 93311

SiERIA CLUR |

KERM-IKAWEAR CHAPTER

2815 LA CRESTA DRIVE
RAKFRSIIELD, CA 93305-1719

TelON-CASTAC WD
P.Q, Box 1000
LEREC, CA 93243

LLS. DEPARTMENT OF AGRICULTURD
NATURAL RESOURCES CONSERVATION SERVICE
i1 601 NEw STINC ROAD, SUiTe 270
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93309-3698

WHELLER RIDGE-MARICOPA WSD
P.O Box 9429
BAKERSFIELD, CA 93389-9429

CARDLYN BELL

KERN RivER CORRIDOR ENDOWMENT & HoUDING Cao.

5025 PANORAMA DRIVE
BakCRSFIELD, CA 93306

DAVE RISSELL

MCCALLISTER RANCII [RRIGATION DISTRICT
230 TRUXTUN AVENUE

BAKERSHIELD, CA 93301-5312

STEVE DEBPRANCH

CASTLE & COOKE CALIFORNIA INC.
[0G00 STOCKDALL HIGHWAY
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To: KERH CO WATER AGENCY From® Bakersfield Californ

+  mber: 3768048, Publicalion: TBC, Magnification: 2X

RN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
"OTICEOF INTENT TCO ADQLT
NEGATIVE DECIARATION
(Lo confirm CEQA Guidelines sec
tion 15072 detenmination

 suant to the Califormia Envi-
ommental Quality Act and CEQA
~“delines, the Kemn County Water
micy hereby provides notice of
fy intent to adopt a Negative Dec-
ration pursuant to CEQA Guide-
's sectionn 15072 for the fol
JCingk
Name of Project: Kem River Res-
ition and Waier Supply Pro-
- n
! Project Lead Agency and Spon-
. Kerm County Water Agency,
. Box 58, 3200 Rio Mirada
J.o.ve, BaKersfield CA 93302-
)58, Contact gerson: Thomas N.
tK. General Manager, 661-634-
- 0.
1. Preject Description: Project
poses fo provide significant wa-
quality, water supply, envi
cumental and community bene-
‘s for the  metropolitan
ersfield arca and a broad range
. Kem  County water users
brough the coordinated imjpre-
~fation of 2 number of program
iponents including: (1) acquisi-
1w of the Lower Kern River water
“ght Qower Righi), ie., Haci
a/Garces pre-15 14 waler right,
4 uding associated Lake Isabella
storade; {2) Purchase of land from
~tle and Coake California, Inc.,
additional recharge and recav-
ary facilities; {3) construction of
"7 new water Ag recovery wells
canstruction of enough urban
11 .1 wells to achieve a flow capac-
ty af about 60 ofs; and 4) Con-
wction of water exchange facili-
.. and modification of the Pool 1
yortion of the Cross Valley Canal.

Tar maore anform atian cnneeraind
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To: EEEH CO WSTER AGENCY From: Bakersfield Californ

wea Adedtlb ILELG EARELELL LVTURE R TETI S FFTY Y

1t project, see the Kern County
ter Agency Environmental ol
v Study Forn {for CEQA Guide-
nes scction 15072 Deterarina-
W] dated July 27, 2000 {he
itial Study'"), which is available
7 review and copying during
gular business hours at the
mcy office at the above address.
. nmpose and explanation of [oi-
al Study: The Agency has pre-
~2d the Initial Study in order Lo
>mminle whether the approval
vy implementation of the project
described in the Initial Study
v have a significant effect on the
L jronment under CEQA Guide
1es section 15063, The Kermn
—¢r Resteration ard Water Sup-
. Program is intended to provide
ignificant water qualiily, water
mply, environmental and com-
nity benefits for the metropoli-
1. Bakersfield area and a broad
suge of Kem County water users.
 Agency has determined, n
. it of the record as a whole, there
1 10 substantial evidence that the
nject may have a significant cf-
on the environment.
.. “roject Location: The Project is
~rated in the City of Bekersfield
narily located along the Kem
- er ¢corridor from the projected
xtension of Haley Street on the
t xide, fo the Califomia AQue-
t on the west end, and south
ru west of Bakersfield in the un-
~coporated portion of the county
18 the Cross Valley Canal and
v in-kdison Canal {see maps at-
ached to Initial Studyk:
Proposed Finding: The Agency
xrd of Direclars has reviewed
he proposed project, Initial Study,
“mments received on the pro-
al to adopt this Negative Decla-
z.on, and other documents and
Mormation from Agency staff,

Tile 1.2
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KEEK CO0 WATER AGEHCY From: Bakersflfield Caliform

1 the basis of this nporma-
«l the whale record belore
., hereby finds and deter
as follows: @) The initial
~nd Negative Declaration re-
gency's independent judg-
and analysis; and dn witi-
neasures have been inciuded
ire to less than significant
stential environmental ef-
¥ the project and nothing
“is required. This Negalive
ifien confirms this canclu-

ial Study: A capy of the Ini-
udy is either aitached or
e for public review at the
I office at the aboye address.
wion of Background Docn-
The Initial Study. notice of
to adopt Negative Declara-
comments on the Initial
and other dacuments con-
2 this project are on file and
Jle for public review at the
office at the above address.
ency Board Secretary (same
) 1s the custodian of the
verits that constitute the rec-
aroveedings upon wiich the
sn in'this matter is based.
iblic Review: Pursuant to
Guideline section 151085,
comments on this proposal
opt a Negative Declaration
~ received by the Agency at
yve address beginnig July
00 and ending September 1,
. The Agency Board of Direc-
expected to cansider the
i of the Negative Declara.
t a public meeting scheduled
—arsday, Septemtber 7, 2000
vp.m., at the Ageney's office
above address.
1l signed onJuly 27, 2000
s N. Clark
1 Manager
Zounty Water Agency
- 5.2000376048)
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KERN COUNTY pa—
WATER AGENCY

Wl Bian
OROUNDWATER IMoneer

TO: Water Management Committee

Apenda Item No. 5
FROM: John Stovalt/Kane Totzke ZM
DATE: July 27. 2000

SUBJECT: Notice of Intent to adopt a Negative Declaration for the Kern River I'rogram,
including acquisition of water rights, and discussion of a program

Issue
Consider authorizing filing and distribution of an Initial Study. Epvironmental
Checklist/Response to Checklist and Proposed Draft Negative Declaration for the Kern River

- Restoration and Water Supply Program. -

Recommended Motion:

Adopt Resolution No. 49-00 authorizing the General Manager, upon approval as to legal form
by the General Counsel, to file the Initial Study and Proposed Draft Negative [eclaration for
the Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program.

Discussion
Over the past few months, local water leaders have been working to impiement the Kern River

Restoration and Water Supply Program, uvtilizing $23 million from the “Safe Drinking Water,
Clean Water, Watcrshed Protection, and Flood Protection Act”™ (Proposition 13). This project
will generate broad local water supply, envirormental and community benefits, and targeted
drinking water quality benefits within the metropolitan Bakersfield area. In order to
implement the proposed Project, the Kern County Water Agency (Agency) must first comply
with the California Environmental Quality Act (CEQA). The Agency, as the Lead Agency
under CEQA, has prepared an Initial Study and associated Enviconmenta) Checklist and
Response to Checklist, and a proposed draft Negative Declaration for the Project to be {iled
with the County Clerk and State Clearing House, and to be distributed to interested parties and
responsible agencies for comment. Staff is recommending that a Negative Declaration be
prepared for this Project, since an evaluation of the environmental iimpacts resulting from
implementing the Project are shown to be less than significant. In order to provide the
required 30 day public review period, the public hearing for the Board te consider adoption of
the Negative Declaration 1s set for Thursday at 4:00pm, on September 7, 2000 at the Agency
office.

DWW PDOCSWKRRand WSPbai5, wpd
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Hoard Memorandom
Water Management Committee Agenda {tem No. 5
duly 27, 2006

The Project consists of the four components, generally described below .

Acquisition of the Kern River lower water right;

Construction of enough urban area wells to achicve a flow capacity of abou( 60 cfs;
Construction of water conveyance exchange [acililies;

Construction and acquisition of local facilities to enhance groundwater recharge and

[CCOVETY Qpportunities.

SRR

For a complete description of the Project and proposed Project Operation, see the lnitial Study
Project Description (attached). A brief description of the Project follows., Waler quality and
water supply benefits from the Project will be realized through the acquisition of high tlow
lower Kern River water right (Lower Right), i.e., Hacienda and Garces pre-1914 water right.
This high flow water is estimated 1o be available when the 1iver is at or above 120% of normal
or in about one out of every five years. The estimated iong-term average annual yield is
40,000 acre-feet. Due to the high quality nature of Kern River water, up to the maximum of
40,000 acre-feet of annual Lower Right water available will be given priority for delivery to
Improvement District No. 4 Henry C. Garnett Water Purification Plant (Purification Plant)
and delivercd for urban use in the greater Bakersfield arca. Annual Dower Right water
available above the amount used by the Purification Plant will be used for groundwater
recharge and provide water supply benefits to local agricultural water districts.

Environmental and community benefits are an important part of the Project. The Project plans
to assure throogh acquisition of the Lower Right and by annual water exchanges with local
water districts having Kern River water rights, that the heart of the City of Bakersfield {from
Manor Street downstream (o Stockdale Hwy bridge) will enjoy a re-watered Kern River, at
least from May through September. This stretch of the Kern River has been dry since the mid-
1950's, except 1n wet years.

An integral component of the pregram s the proposed construction of enough urban area wells
along the right-of-way of the Kern Island, Carrier, Kern River and Cross Valley Canals, east
of Allen Rd to achieve a capacity of about 60 cfs. Iu dry years, estimated to be when the
supply for the SWP and the Kern River is at or below 50% of normal, these wells will be
pumped as part of the exchange to keep the Kern River channel wet between Manor Street on
the east end, and the Stockdale Hwy bridge at the wesr end of the City. Water that has
previously been released down the Kern River channel and percolated will be recaptured and
recirculated by these wells. The ability 1o recirculate water 1s accomplished by an exchange
among D4 and Kern Delta WD/North Kern WSD. These wells will orly be pumped during
the driest of years to pay back to North Kern WSD and Kern Delta WD for release of their
Kern River water from Isabella into the Kern River channel. This component of the Project
will serve to keep the river flowing during the pecak recreational use months of May tirough

D OWEDOUSK RRand WS Pibais wpd Page 2



Board Memoranduim _
Water Management Commitlee Agenda lem No, 3
July 27,2000

September, without decreasing the supplies that are necded during the critical water short
YCAars.

Also, a component of the Project includes water conveyance exchange facilities, i.c.,
modifications and improvements to existing surface water delivery systems to mcrease their
integration and flexibility, thus generating both water quality and water supply benefits to local
water users. These improvements will be made to facilities which provide for the
exchange/delivery of high quality Kern River water to areas which currently receive water of
lesser quality. They include structures on the Arvin-Edison Canal to increase water deliveries
to the Kern Delta WD service area, and improvements on the Cross Valley Canal and
Beardsiey Canal lo increase deliveries of water to Kern Delta WD and to North Kern WSD
from the Cross Vailey Canal, and a Cross River pipeling from the CVC near the Punification
Plant to the Kern Island Canal or Carrier Canal.

Another program comporent is (0 acquire and construct facilities to erhance local proundwater
recharge and recovery operations. To accomplish this goal, additional regulation/recharge
basins will be constructed on approximately 80 acres of property which has been targeted for
acquisttion from Castle and Cooke Califormia, Inc. The property ts located zlong both sides of
the Kern River near the Stockdale bridge. Portions of the property will be dedicated to
groundwater recharge and other portions will be used for a muld-proposc park facility, with
groundwater recharge given a priorilty when the Kern River is in a high flow vear, thus
combining a prominent water featore into the park.

To enhance the capability of existing canals to convey recovered water, the Project proposes to
interconnect the Kern River Canal with the Keen Water Bank Canal and 1 raise the lining of
the CVC in Pool 1. The CVC would be modified to “float” off the Aqueduct to increase the
operationat opportunity for water exchanges. The modification will alse reduce water over-
topping the lining, mcrease [lexibility to move water arcund the County, reduce energy costs,
and reduce operations and maintenance costs. This work covers the partion of the CVC that
extends from the California Aqueduct wrnout near Tupman to the forebay of Pumping Plant 1.

To recover the Lower Right water that will be recharged during wet years, the Project
proposes to construct 12 addrtional groundwater recovery wells (Ag wells). The Ag wells will
be constructed on either the Agency’s Pioneer property, Kern Water Bank, City of
Bakersfield’s Kern River Canal right-of-way, and/or on private land near the Cross Valley
Canal or Kern River Canal. In dry years, these wells will be pumped and the recovered water
delivered to the CYC and/or the Kern River Canal for direct delivery or by exchange to water
districts to suppiement deficiencies 1n surface water deliveries. The Ag wells will have an
annual recovery capacity of approximately 36,000 acre-feet.

DAWPDOCS W RRand WS Fibais,wpd Page 3



Board Memorandum
Water Menagoment Committee Apenda Item No. 5
Julv 27,2600

To address any concerns thal may anse from the Agency implementing this project, the
Agency proposes o (ncorporate a number of mitigation measures iiito the Negative Declaration
as part of the Project.  These measures iclude but are not [imited to the following:

Throughout the term of the proposed Project, Project water quality, groundwater
monitoring, and groundwater recharge losses will be consistent with the Memorandum
of Undersianding Regarding Operation and Monitoring of the Kern Water Bank
Groundwater Banking Program, dated October 26, 1995, and consistent with the
Operation and Monitoring Procedure for the Pioneer Project, dated May 25, 1998,
Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located 1o avord areas
suspected to have hydrocarbon contamination, and o the extent practical, not (o
iterfere with operation of o1l (crude or refined) or natural gas pipelines or other
sensitive oilfield facilities.

Project recharge and recovery well areas will be designed and located 1o mimimize
potential impacts to the Agency’s Cross Valley Canal.

The Agency will develop agreements with Kern Delta WD and North Kern WSD (o
address concerns regarding the water exchanges with [D4 {or the Kern River
Restoration componeitt of the Project.

The Agency will develop agreements to share the portion of Lower Right water
available for groundwaier rccharge with the Member Units not required by the 1D4
Water Purification Plant,

The Agency will develop agreements with the Member Units to share the recovery
capacity of the 12 agricaltural wells.

Ilmprovement Dhstrict Ne. 4 will develop agreements with the Kern River Interests to
account for natural and unavoidable post-1950 Isabella Reservelr river losses when
operating the urban area wells for the Kern River Restoration Project, for banking
purposes.

Agreements with public and/or private landowners for construction and operation of
Agriculiural wells.

[n conclusion, the Project will provide significant warer quality, water supply, environmental
and conunupity benefits for the Metropalitan Bakersfield area and for a broad range of Kern
County water users through the coordinated implementation and operation of the above-
mentioned program components. The Project would be a cooperative arrangement among the
Kern County Water Agency, Improvement District No. 4, City of Bakersfield, Kern Delta
Water District, and the North Kern Water Storage District.

0AWPDOCS K RRand WSPbais, wod Page 4



BEFORE TIE BOARD OF DIRECTORS
OF THE
KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
13 the Matier of:
INITIAL STUDY AND PROPOSED *
NEGATIVE DECLARATION FOR THE
KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY

KERN RIVER RESTORATION AND *
WATER SUPPLY PROGRAM *

+

*

I, PAM BOSWORTH, Secretary of the Board of Directors of the Kern County Water Agency,
of the County of Kem, State of Cahifornia, do hereby certify that the following resolution proposed by

Director _ and seconded by Director . was duly passed and adopted

by said Board of Directors at an official meeting hereof this day of , 2000, by the
following vote to-wit:
Ayes:

Noes:

Abs=ent:

Secretary of the Board of Directors
of the Kern County Water Agency

RESOLUTION 49-00
WITERIEAS, with the passage in March 2000, of Proposition 13, the Safe Drinking Water, Clean
Water, Waiershed Frotection, and Fiood Pratection Act, more than $1.9 billion was made available to
improve California’s water infrastructure; and
WHERTEAS, itisestimated these funds could generate nearly 1,000,000 acre-feet of newdry-vyear
supply, restoring a portion of the Bay-Delta water supply that have been lost to federal actions, as well

as generate important water quality and flood control beneftits; and



WHEREAS, Chapter 9, Article 4 of Proposition 13, the Jarerim iVarer Refr‘a‘bih’!y Supply and
Hater Ouality Infrastruciure and Alanagement Program, provides $180 million in competitive grants
and loans to lecal agencies located 1n the Deliz export service areas for progranis or projects that can be
completed and provide the intended beneflits not later than March 8, 2009, and are designed to increase
water supplies, enhance water supply rehability, or improve water quality; and

WHEREAS, Kern County water leaders and planners have been working to develop a
comprehenstve local program that would encompass the specific types of activities targeted for funding
under Chapter 9. Article 4 portion of the bond; and

WHEREAS, the Kern County Waler Agency {(Agency) has been approved for a grant by the
Governor for $23 miliion under the above described Chapter 9, Article 4 of Proposition 13 to fund the
Kern River Restoration and Water Supply P,‘vogram, (Project) which propaoses to provide significant
water quality, water supply, environmental and community benefits; and

WHEREAS, the Project proposes to achieve these benefits through construction and acquisition
of factlities defined i four broad based components: [} acquisition of the Lower Kern River water right
(Eower Right), 1.c., HHacienda/Garces pre-1914 water right, including associated Lake [sabella Storage;
2) purchase of land from Castle and Cooke California, Inc., to provide for construction of additional
recharge and recovery facililies; 3) construction of 12 new water Ag recovery wells and enough Urban
area wells to achieve a flow capacity of about 60cfs; 4) construction of water exchange facilities,
including modifications (o the Pool 1 portion of the Cross Valley Canal (CVC); and 5) interconnection
of other existing canals; and

WHEREAS, all the above proposed compenents comprise the Project and are subject to the
California Environmental Quality Act {CEQA); and

WHEREAS, the Agency’s acquisition of the Lower Right will not result in any new operation or
reoperation of the Kern River and as such, any environmenial impacts created as a resuit of acquisition

-2



of the Lower Right sill be less than signtficant. and

WHERTAS, consirecudn of the urban area wells to achieve a flow capacity of about 60 ¢fs and
12 Aprculral wells will be on existing right-of-way owned by the Agency andfor the City of
Bakersfield, and/or on land owned by the Agency and/or Kern Water Bank Authority, and/or on private
Jand currently being farmed or fallowed, and as such, will have less than a significant impact on the
environment; and

WHEREAS, construction of proposed water exchange {acilities and CVC modifications will occur
n the existing right-of~way of Tocal water districts conveyance canals/faciiities, and as such, will have a
less than sipnificant impact on the environment; and

WHEREAS, no threalened or endangered species pursuant to State and Federal Endangered
Specics Act will be impacted as a result of Project implementation; and

WHEREAS, the Agency has prepared an Initial Study and proposed draft Negative Declaration
for the Rern River Restoration and Water Supply Program pursuant to CEQA; and

WHERIAS, in light of the whole record, the Apency has made an evaluation of the potental
environmental effects from implementation of the Project and has found these effects, based on the Initial
Study 1o be less than sigmficant and therefore re-cmnmends preparation of the proposed Negative
Declaration for the Project.

NOW_ THEREFORE,BEIT RESOLVED by the Kern County Water Agency Board of Directors

that:
1. The Board hereby finds and deterniines that the foregoing recitals are true and comrect; and
2 Directs the General Manager 1o file with the State Clearinghouse and County Clerk, the Initial

Study/Environmental Checklist and proposed draft Nepative Declaration for the Kem County
Water Agency Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Pragram, in the form shown attached

hereto as Exhibit “A”; and



Ll

Set the hearnng time, date and location [or 4:00 pm., Thursdasy. September 7, 2000, at the Kern
County Water Ageney, 3200 Rio Mirada Drive. Bakersfield, Kern County. Califomia i order w
consider adoption of the proposed Negauve Declaration; and

Directs the Secretary ol the Board to advertise a “Notice to Intent to Adopt Negative

Declaration” in a local newspaper ne later than one week before the public hearing.



EXHIBIT “A”



KERN COUNTY
WATER AGENCY

Dhirectars:

Frad 1. Starth
President
Division 1

Temry Rogers
Division 2
Peter Frick
Division 3

Michael Radaon
Division 4
Adrienne . Mathews
Dhivision 5

Henry C. Gamett
Vice President
Division 6
Gene A. Lundquist

Division 7

Thomas N. Clark
General Manager

John F. Stoval!
General Counsel

Mailing Address:
P.O. Box 58

Bakersfield, CA 93302-0058

Phone: 661/634-1400
Fax: 661/634-1428

OROUNDWATER

TO: All Responsible Agencies and Intercsted Parties e
FROM: Thomas N. Clark

DATE: July 27, 2000

SUBJLCT: California Envirenmental Quality Act (CEQA) Compliance {or the Kern

River Restoration and Water Supply Program

Pursuant to the California Environmental Quality Aot (CEQA), the Kern County
Water Agency (Agency) will be the Lead Agency and has prepared an Initial Study,
Environmental Checklist/Explanation of Responses and Proposed Draft Negative Declaralion
forthe Kern River Restoration and Water Supply Program. We are soliciting the views of
vouragency as tothe scopeand content of the environmental information which is applicable
10 your agency's statutory responsibilitics in connection with the proposed project.

In orderto review and consider your comments during the public review period, the
Agency requests that all comments be received no fater than September 1, 2600, Following
the review and comment period, the Imitial Study and Negative Declaration will be presented
for adoption by Lhe Apgency Board of Directors at a public hearing to be held at 4:00pm on
Thursday, September 7, 2000, at 3200 Ric Mirada Drive, Bakersfield. Please submit
commenis (o

Mr. Thomas N. Clark, General Manager
Kern County Water Agency

P.O. Box 58

Bakersficld, CA 93302-0058

If you require any further information, please contact Kane Tolzke at {(661) 634-
1468.

Sincerely,

Thomas N. Clark
General Manager

Enclosures



P"%{ , RECEIVED WITH FEE

RECEIPT#Dedlinimids

CEQA Notice of Determination QW

Ta: X Office of Planning and Research Fram: Kem County Water Agency
1400 Tenth Street, Room 121 vED P.O Box 58
RECE! S ,
Sacramento, CA 85874 NG RBI 00 Rie Mirada Drive
Jﬁg[ﬂ wﬁf\ %‘%\fg E%kersﬁeld, CA 93302 .

X County Clark DL L] D ’
County of Kem %"\}a%&ﬁﬁ 18 7002 SMR f:]
1115 Truston Ave., 2™ Floor (WEET AtL 1 = £ 7!
Bakersfield, CA 93301 oy e a2 N A

P e T E LU

Kern G?un Waler Agency

Subject; Filing of Notice of Determination in compliance with Section 27108 ar 21152 of the Public Resources Code.

Project Title: Transfer of 10,000 acre-feet per year of Banked Lower Kern River Water

State Clearinghouse Number Lead Agency/ Area CodefTelephone/Extension
(If submitted to Clearinghouse) ~Contact Perscn
SCH # 2000081017 Kerr County Water Agency/

General Manager Thomas N. Clark 661-834-1400

Project Locafion (include county)
See attached Negative Declaration.

Project Description:
See attached Negative Declaration.

This is to advise that on November 13, 2001 the Kern County Water Agency (as lead agency) approved the project (more particularly
described in the attached Negative Declaration) and determined that no additional environmental review is required.

An initial Study and Subsequent Negative Declaration with findings were prepared for the Agency's recent action pursuant to the
provisions of CEQA Guidelines section 15162 concluding that noe additicnal environmentai review is required. The recent action will
not have any significant effect on the envirenment that was not already addressed in the previous CEQA documents for this project.
Mitigation measures and statements of overriding consideration ware already adoptad for the previously considered project,

This s to certify that the Initial Study with comments and responses and record of project approval is available to the general public at:
Kern County Water Agency, P.O. Box 58, 3200 Rio Mirada Dnive, Bakersfield, CA 93302.

Date received for filing and posting at OPR:

f’vqﬁ\jﬂf 11/13/01

Signaturk, Thoras N. Clark, General Manager, Kern Counly Water Agency Date

Notice of Envircnmenta) Document
Posted by County Clerk on fi-l- ol

and for 30 days thareaitor, r'ursua'it L]
Qmitiw &4 { od( G, FUDIC Hesuuives iy
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KERN COUNTY WATER AGENCY
SUBSEQUENT NEGATIVE DECLARATION .
[to confirm CEQA Guidelines saction 15162 determination]

Pursuant to the Califerma Environmental Quality Act and CEQA Guidelines, the Kern County Water
Agency hereby adopts this Subsequent negative declaration pursuant to CEQA Guidelines section 15162 for
the following:

1. Name of Project: Transfer of 10,000 acre-feet per year of Banked Lower Kem River water

2. Project Lead Agency and Sponsor: Kern County Water Agency, P.O. Box 58, 3200 Rio
Mirada Drive Bakersfield CGA 83302-0058. Contactperson. Thomas N. Clark, General Manager, 661-634-
1400.

3. Project Description: In September 2000, the Kern County Water Agency {Agency) certified
a Negative Declaration for the Kern River Restorafton and Water Supply Program (Program). A component
of the Program was acquisition of the Lower Kern River water right (Lower Right), i.e., Hacienda/Garces pre-
1914 water right. Studies conducted by Agency staff showed that the controllable average annual yield from
the Lower Right was approximately 40,000 acre-feet. Histerically, the prior owner of the Lower Right, Nickel
Family, LLC had exported at least 10,000 acre-feet per year from the basin under various terms and
conditions. Forexamgle, during the pericd from 1992 through 2001, approximately 13,000 acre-feet of Lawer
River water was exported out-of County, Subseguent to the Board certification of the Negative Declaration
far the Program, the Agency detailed a proposal to continue to transfer, on an annual basis, the 10,000 acre-
faet of water from the Agency's groundwater bank account. The transferred water will be recoverad from the
Agency’s starage account in the Pioneer Groundwater Recharge and Recovery Project and/er from other local
banking facilities either directly or by exchange and delivered back to the California Agueduct either directly
or by exchanage, via the Kern Water Bank Canal andfor the Cross Valley Canal. For more information
concerning the project, see the Kern County Water Agency Environmental Initial Study Form ffor CEQA
Guidelines section 15162 Determination] dated September 27, 2001 (the "Initial Study™), which is available
for review and copying during regular business hours at the Agency office at the above address.

4. Purpose and explanation of Initial Study: The Agericy has prepared the Initial Study in
order to determine whether the approval and implementation of the project as described in the Initial Study
require subsequent or additional environmental review under CEQA Guidelines section 15162, The purpose
of the project is to continue to transfer the 10,000 acre-feet of water per year. The recipient entity(s) of the
transferred water are unknown at this time. A porticn or all of this water may be transferred outside Agency
bocundaries. In comparing water transfers between the prior owner and the Agency, except for which
groundwater banking project the water is delivered from, the physicat arrangsment and potential impacis
remain very much the samea.

The Initial Study evaluates the incremental differences between the impacts of the transfer of the
10,000 acre-feet from the prior owner verus transfer by the Agency as the new owner of the water and use
of the Agency's Picneer groundwater bank supply and/or otherlocal banking facilities, s previously described,
analyzed and approved in the previous CEQA documents For mare information concerning the purpose of
the Initial Study and this Subsequent Negative Declaration, see the Initial Study. CEQA compliance for
acguisition of the Lawer Kern River water right anc the Pioneer Groundwater Recharge and Recovery Project
are available for review at the above address.

5. Project Location: Water storage in and transfer from Agency Pioneer Groundwater
Recharge and Recovery Project andfor other local banking facilities, Kern Cgunty, California (see map
attached fo Initial Study), water delivery via the State Department of Waler Resources California Aqueduct.

6. Finding: The Agency Board of Directors has reviewed the proposed project, Initial Study,
comments received on the proposalto adopt this Subsequent Negative Declaration, and other documents and
information from Agency staff, and on the basis of this infermation and the whole record before Agency,

-



hereby finds and determines as fallows: (2) The Initial Study and Subsequent Negative Declaration reflect
Agency’s independentiudgment and analysis; and (b} the Agency’s Kern River Restoration and Water Supply
Program and the Picneer Groundwater Recharge and Recavery Project and ather local banking facilities (i)
have been analyzed adegquately in the previous CEQA documents pursuant to applicable standards, and (i)
impacts have been avoidad or mitigated pursuant to the previous negative declarations, including revisions
ar mitigation measures that are impased ugon the proposed project, nothing further is required. This
Subsequent Neqative Declaration confirms this conclusion.

7. Initial Study: A copy of the initial Study is either attached or available for public review at
the Agency cffice at the above address.

8. Location of Background Documents: The Initial Study, documents referenced in the Initiat
Study, natice of intent tn adopt Subsequent Negative Declaration, comments ar the initial Study, and other
documents concerning this project are on fite and avaitable for public review at the Agency office ai the above
address. The Agency Board Secretary (same adaress) is the custedian of the documents that constitute the
record of preceedings upon which the decision in this matter is based.

o AT [k

President
11/713/01

Date:




CALIFORNIA DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND GAME

CERTIFICATE OF FEE EXEMPTION

De Minimis Impact Finding

Project Title: Kern Caunty Water Agency’'s (Agency) Transfer of 10,000 acre-feet
per year of Banked Lower Kern River Water Project

Location: Caiifornia Agueduct, Kern County

Project Description:  The Project is to continue the transfer 10,000 acre-feet per year of
banked [.ower Kern River Water. The transfesred water would
come from the Agency’s banked groundwater account stered
in the Pioneer Groundwater Recharge and Recovery Project and/or
other local banking facilities and would be recovered either directly
or by exchange and conveyed back to the California Aqueduct
either directly or by exchange.

Findings of Exemption:

I The project consists of a water transfer,

2. A Subsequent Negative Declaration has been conducted by Kern County Water
Agency (lead agency) which evaluates the potential for adverse environmental
impacts resulting from the approval and implementation of the project.

3. The lead agency has no evidence before it, including the information in the
Subsequent Negative Declaration and comments of appropriate reviewing
agencies, to indicate that the proposed project could have any potential for adverse
effects on fish and wildlife resources.

Certification:

I hereby certify that the public agency has made the above finding{s) and that the project will not
individualfy or cumulatively have an adverse effect on wildlife resources, as defined in Section
71.2 of the Fish and Game Code.

Title: éeneralManager

Local Lead Agency: Kern County Water Agency

Date: November 13, 2001






