
Letter from Alex Herrell (Newhall) to Sam Dea, dated April 7, 2009 
and 2009 groundwater reporting attachments 



NEWHALL~ Ll.f'!D 
A lENNARJLNR COMPANY 

.'-'prjl?,2009 
Sam Dea 
Supervising Regional Planner 
Los Angeles County Department of Regional Planning 

Dear Mr. Dea 

This correspondence and attachments are provided in compliance with the Newhall Ranch 
Specific Plan Final EIR Mitigation Measure 4.11-15 (below) to provide an annual report 
indicating the amount of groundwater used in Los Angeles County for inigation. 

4.11-15.	 Groundwater historkaJJy and presently used for crop irriglloon on the Newhl\Jl Ranch Specific Plan site lind 
elsewhere in Los Angeles County shall be made available by the Newhll.tl Land and Farming Company, or 
its assignee, to partielUy meet the potable water demlUlds of the Newhell Ranch Specific Plan. The flmount 
of groundwater pumped for this purpose shaU not exceed 7,038 APY. This is the amount of groundwater 
pumped h.i.storically and presently by the Newhall Uind and Fanning Company in Los Angeles County to 
support its agricultural operations. Pumping this llmount will not r",.sult in II net increase in groundwllter 
use in the Santa Clarita Valley. To monitor groundwater use, the Newhall Land and Farming Company. or 
its assignee. shall provide the COlU\ty an annual report indicating the amount of groundwflter used in Los 
Angeles County and the specific land upon which that groundwater was hisiorktllly used for irrigation. For 
agricultural lltl1d located off the Newhall Ranch Spedflc Plan site in Los Angeles County, fit the time 
agricUltural groundwater is transferred from agricultural uses on that land to Specific Plan uses, The 
Newhall LlUld end Fanning Company, o~ it:!! 118signee, shall provide a verified statement to the County's 
Department of Regional Planning that Alluvial aquifer water rights on that IflI1d will now be ulled to meet 
Specific Plan demand. (emphasis added) 

The information provided in the attached chart depicts the amount of in::igation water historically 
and currently used on Newhall's Los Angeles COlmty farm fields for crop seasons 2001 2008,M 

using the same methodology from the FEIR. Revised Table 2.5-32 from the FEIR is also 
attached showing the original information for the years ]996 - 2000 that served as the baseline 
for determining the estimated annual average usage of 7,038 acre feet. A map is also attached 
showing the specific land in Los Angeles County upon which the grOlmdwater has historically 
been used. 

Newhall's annual water use varies based upon the amount of irrigated acres, the type of irrigated 
crops and their water demand as detennined by California Irrigation Management Infonnation 
System. 

If you have any questions regarding this letter or the attached exhibits please contact me at (661) 
255-4449. 

a;nd~ 

Alex Herrell 
Director, COlllll1unity Dcvdopment 
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