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Table 1:  List of new DOI Categorical Exclusions, per October 15, 2008, 43 Code of Federal Regulations (CFR), 
Part 46, Implementation of NEPA (FR Vol. 73, No. 200) 

 (a) Personnel actions and investigations and personnel services contracts. 
 (b) Internal organizational changes and facility and bureau reductions and closings. 

 
(c) Routine financial transactions including such things as salaries and expenses, procurement contracts (e.g.,in 
accordance with applicable procedures and Executive Orders for sustainable or green procurement),guarantees, 
financial assistance, income transfers, audits, fees, bonds, and royalties. 

 
(d) Departmental legal activities including, but not limited to, such things as arrests, investigations, patents, claims, 
and legal opinions. This does not include bringing judicial or administrative civil or criminal enforcement actions 
which are outside the scope of NEPA in accordance with 40 CFR 1508.18(a). 

 (e) Nondestructive data collection, inventory (including field, aerial, and satellite surveying and mapping), study, 
research, and monitoring activities. 

 
(f) Routine and continuing government business, including such things as supervision, administration, operations, 
maintenance, renovations, and replacement activities having limited context and intensity (e.g., limited size and 
magnitude or short term effects). 

 
(g) Management, formulation, allocation, transfer, and reprogramming of the Department’s budget at all levels.(This 
does not exclude the preparation of environmental documents for proposals included in the budget when otherwise 
required.) 

 
(h) Legislative proposals of an administrative or technical nature (including such things as changes in authorizations 
for appropriations and minor boundary changes and land title transactions) or having primarily economic, social, 
individual, or institutional effects; and comments and reports on referrals of legislative proposals. 

 
(i) Policies, directives, regulations, and guidelines: that are of an administrative, financial, legal, technical, or 
procedural nature; or whose environmental effects are too broad, speculative, or conjectural to lend themselves to 
meaningful analysis and will later be subject to the NEPA process, either collectively or case-by-case. 

 (j) Activities which are educational, informational, advisory, or consultative to other agencies, public and private 
entities, visitors, individuals, or the general public. 

 

(k) Hazardous fuels reduction activities using prescribed fire not to exceed 4,500 acres, and mechanical methods for 
crushing, piling, thinning, pruning, cutting, chipping, mulching, and mowing, not to exceed 1,000 acres. Such 
activities: 
(1) Shall be limited to areas- 
(i) In wildland-urban interface; and 
(ii) Condition Classes 2 or 3 in Fire Regime Groups I, II, or III, outside the wildland-urban interface; 
(2) Shall be identified through a collaborative framework as described in ‘‘A Collaborative Approach for Reducing 
Wildland Fire Risks to Communities and the Environment 10-Year Comprehensive Strategy Implementation Plan;’’ 
(3) Shall be conducted consistent with bureau and Departmental procedures and applicable land and resource 
management plans 
(4) Shall not be conducted in wilderness areas or impair the suitability of wilderness study areas for preservation as 
wilderness; and 
(5) Shall not include the use of herbicides or pesticides or the construction of new permanent roads or other new 
permanent infrastructure; and may include the sale of vegetative material if the primary purpose of the activity is 
hazardous fuels reduction. (Refer to the ESM Series for additional, required guidance.) 

 

(l) Post-fire rehabilitation activities not to exceed 4,200 acres (such as tree planting, fence replacement, habitat 
restoration, heritage site restoration, repair of roads and trails, and repair of damage to minor facilities such as 
campgrounds) to repair or improve lands unlikely to recover to a management approved condition from wildland 
fire damage, or to repair or replace minor facilities damaged by fire. Such activities must comply with the following 
(Refer to the ESM Series for additional, required guidance.): 
(1) Shall be conducted consistent with bureau and Departmental procedures and applicable land and resource 
management plans; 
(2) Shall not include the use of herbicides or pesticides or the construction of new permanent roads or other new 
permanent infrastructure; and 
(3) Shall be completed within three years following a wildland fire 

 



Table 2:  List of USFWS Categorical Exclusions from DM Part 516-Chapter 8 

 A.        General 

 (1)  Changes or amendments to an approved action when such changes have no or minor potential environmental 
impact. 

 (2)  Personnel training, environmental interpretation, public safety efforts, and other educational activities, which 
do not involve new construction or major additions to existing facilities. 

 (3)  The issuance and modification of procedures, including manuals, orders, guidelines, and field instructions, 
when the impacts are limited to administrative effects.   

 

(4)  The acquisition of real property obtained either through discretionary acts or when acquired by law, whether 
by way of condemnation, donation, escheat, right-of-entry, escrow, exchange, lapses, purchase, or transfer and 
that will be under the jurisdiction or control of the United States.  Such acquisition of real property shall be in 
accordance with 602 DM 2 and the Service's procedures, when the acquisition is from a willing seller, continuance 
of or minor modification to the existing land use is planned, and the acquisition planning process has been 
performed in coordination with the affected public. 
 

 B.       Resource Management.  Prior to carrying out these actions, the Service should coordinate with affected 
Federal agencies and State, tribal, and local governments. 

 
(1)  Research, inventory, and information collection activities directly related to the conservation of fish and 
wildlife resources which involve negligible animal mortality or habitat destruction, no introduction of 
contaminants, or no introduction of organisms not indigenous to the affected ecosystem. 

 
2)  The operation, maintenance, and management of existing facilities and routine recurring management activities 
and improvements, including renovations and replacements which result in no or only minor changes in the use, 
and have no or negligible environmental effects on-site or in the vicinity of the site. 

 

3)The construction of new, or the addition of, small structures or improvements, including structures and 
improvements for the restoration of wetland, riparian, instream, or native habitats, which result in no or only 
minor changes in the use of the affected local area.  The following are examples of activities that may be included. 
(a)The installation of fences. 
(b)The construction of small water control structures.  
(c) The planting of seeds or seedlings and other minor revegetation actions. 
(d) The construction of small berms or dikes. 
(e) The development of limited access for routine maintenance and management purposes. 

 (4)  The use of prescribed burning for habitat improvement purposes, when conducted in accordance with local 
and State ordinances and laws. 

 (5)  Fire management activities, including prevention and restoration measures, when conducted in accordance 
with Departmental and Service procedures. 

 
(6)  The reintroduction or supplementation (e.g., stocking) of native, formerly native, or established species into 
suitable habitat within their historic or established range, where no or negligible environmental disturbances are 
anticipated. 

 (7)  Minor changes in the amounts or types of public use on Service or State-managed lands, in accordance with 
existing regulations, management plans, and procedures. 

 (8)  Consultation and technical assistance activities directly related to the conservation of fish and wildlife 
resources. 

 
(9)  Minor changes in existing master plans, comprehensive conservation plans, or operations, when no or minor 
effects are anticipated.  Examples could include minor changes in the type and location of compatible public use 
activities and land management practices. 

 
(10)  The issuance of new or revised site, unit, or activity-specific management plans for public use, land use, or 
other management activities when only minor changes are planned. Examples could include an amended public 
use plan or fire management plan. 

 

(11)  Natural resource damage assessment restoration plans, prepared under sections 107, 111, and 122(j) of the 
Comprehensive Environmental Response Compensation and Liability Act (CERCLA); section 311(f)(4) of the Clean 
Water Act; and the Oil Pollution Act; when only minor or negligible change in the use of the affected areas is 
planned. 



 C.       Permit and Regulatory Functions. 

 

(1)  The issuance, denial, suspension, and revocation of permits for activities involving fish, wildlife, or plants 
regulated under 50 CFR Chapter 1, Subsection B, when such permits cause no or negligible environmental 
disturbance.  These permits involve endangered and threatened species, species listed under the Convention on 
International Trade in Endangered Species of Wild Fauna and Flora (CITES), marine mammals, exotic birds, 
migratory birds, eagles, and injurious wildlife. 

 (2)  The issuance of ESA section 10(a)(1)(B) "low-effect" incidental take permits that, individually or cumulatively, 
have a minor or negligible effect on the species covered in the habitat conservation plan. 

 (3)  The issuance of special regulations for public use of Service-managed land, which maintain essentially the 
permitted level of use and do not continue a level of use that has resulted in adverse environmental effects. 

 

(4)  The issuance or reissuance of permits for limited additional use of an existing right-of-way for underground or 
above ground power, telephone, or pipelines, where no new structures (i.e., facilities) or major improvement to 
those facilities are required; and for permitting a new right-of-way, where no or negligible environmental 
disturbances are anticipated. 

 
(5)  The issuance or reissuance of special use permits for the administration of specialized uses, including 
agricultural uses, or other economic uses for management purposes, when such uses are compatible, contribute to 
the purposes of the refuge system unit, and result in no or negligible environmental effects. 

 (6)  The denial of special use permit applications, either initially or when permits are reviewed for renewal, when 
the proposed action is determined not compatible with the purposes of the refuge system unit. 

 

(7)  Activities directly related to the enforcement of fish and wildlife laws, not included in 516 DM 2, Appendix 1.4.  
These activities include: 
(a) Assessment of civil penalties. 
(b) Forfeiture of property seized or subject to forfeiture. 
(c) The issuance or reissuance of rules, procedures, standards, and permits for the designation of ports, 
inspection, clearance, marking, and license requirements pertaining to wildlife and wildlife products, and for the 
humane and healthful transportation of wildlife. 

 
(8)  Actions where the Service has concurrence or coapproval with another agency and the action is a categorical 
exclusion for that agency.  This would normally involve one Federal action or connected actions where the Service 
is a cooperating agency. 

 D.        Recovery Plans.  Issuance of recovery plans under section 4(f) of the ESA. 
 E.        Financial Assistance. 

 (1)  State, local, or private financial assistance (grants and/or cooperative agreements), including State planning 
grants and private land restorations, where the environmental effects are minor or negligible. 

 (2)  Grants for categorically excluded actions in paragraphs A, B, and C, above; and categorically excluded actions in 
Appendix 1 of 516 DM 2. 

 

  



Table 3:  List of DOI Categorical Exclusions; Extraordinary Circumstances, per October 15, 2008, 43 Code of 
Federal Regulations (CFR), Part 46, Implementation of NEPA (FR Vol. 73, No. 200) 

YES NO Extraordinary Circumstances 
  (a) Have significant impacts on public health or safety. 

  

(b) Have significant impacts on such natural resources and unique geographic 
characteristics as historic or cultural resources; park, recreation or refuge lands; wilderness areas; wild 
or scenic rivers; national natural landmarks; sole or principal drinking water aquifers; prime farmlands; 
wetlands (EO 11990); floodplains (EO 11988); national monuments; migratory birds; and other 
ecologically significant or critical areas. 

  (c) Have highly controversial environmental effects or involve unresolved conflicts concerning 
alternative uses of available resources [NEPA section 102(2)(E)]. 

  (d) Have highly uncertain and potentially significant environmental effects or involve unique or 
unknown environmental risks. 

  (e) Establish a precedent for future action or represent a decision in principle about future actions with 
potentially significant environmental effects. 

  (f) Have a direct relationship to other actions with individually insignificant but cumulatively significant 
environmental effects. 

  (g) Have significant impacts on properties listed, or eligible for listing, on the National Register of 
Historic Places as determined by the bureau. 

  (h) Have significant impacts on species listed, or proposed to be listed, on the List of Endangered or 
Threatened Species or have significant impacts on designated Critical Habitat for these species. 

  (i) Violate a Federal law, or a State, local, or tribal law or requirement imposed for the protection of 
the environment. 

  (j) Have a disproportionately high and adverse effect on low income or minority populations (EO 
12898). 

  (k) Limit access to and ceremonial use of Indian sacred sites on Federal lands by Indian religious 
practitioners or significantly adversely affect the physical integrity of such sacred sites (EO 13007). 

  
(l) Contribute to the introduction, continued existence, or spread of noxious weeds or non-native 
invasive species known to occur in the area or actions that may promote the introduction, growth, or 
expansion of the range of such species (Federal Noxious Weed Control Act and EO 13112). 
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