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To request a change to regulations under the authority of the California Fish and Game Commission 
(Commission), you are required to submit this completed form to:  California Fish and Game 
Commission, (physical address) 1416 Ninth Street, Suite 1320, Sacramento, CA 95814, (mailing 
address) P.O. Box 944209, Sacramento, CA 94244-2090 or via email to FGC@fgc.ca.gov. Note:  
This form is not intended for listing petitions for threatened or endangered species (see Section 670.1 
of Title 14). 
 
Incomplete forms will not be accepted. A petition is incomplete if it is not submitted on this form or 
fails to contain necessary information in each of the required categories listed on this form (Section I). 
A petition will be rejected if it does not pertain to issues under the Commission’s authority. A petition 
may be denied if any petition requesting a functionally equivalent regulation change was considered 
within the previous 12 months and no information or data is being submitted beyond what was 
previously submitted. If you need help with this form, please contact Commission staff at (916) 653-
4899 or FGC@fgc.ca.gov.  
 
SECTION I:  Required Information. 

Please be succinct. Responses for Section I should not exceed five pages 

1. Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation requesting the change (Required)  
Name of primary contact person: Rosa Laucci  
Address: 12801 Mouth of Smith River Road  Smith River, CA 95567 
Telephone number: 707-487-9255 
Email address:  rosa.laucci@tolowa.com 
 

2. Rulemaking Authority (Required) - Authority cited: Sections 200, 205(c), 265, 399, 1590, 
1591, 2860, 2861 and 6750, Fish and Game Code; and Sections 36725(a) and 36725(e), 
Public Resources Code..  

 
3. Overview (Required) - Remove allowance for surf smelt (Hypomesus pretiosus) by dip net or 

Hawaiian type throw net; Change to No-Take SMCA with Tribal exemption for Tolowa Dee-ni’ 
Nation, as stated in E2 of the MPA Collaborative Network’s Regulatory Recommendations 
(Appendix 2). Change northern boundary to align with recognized California/Oregon state line, 
as stated in E4 of the MPA Collaborative Network’s Regulatory Recommendations (Appendix 
2). 

 
4. Rationale (Required) - Smelt is culturally important species to the Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation and 

a “No Take” designation will be clearer to public, reducing violations.  See Appendix 1 for 
further explanations.   
Original boundary used a mapping system that does not align with on-the-ground state line. 

 
SECTION II:  Optional Information  
 
5. Date of Petition: 11/27/2023  

 
6. Category of Proposed Change  
 ☐ Sport Fishing  

Tracking Number:  (_2023-21MPA_)
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 ☐ Commercial Fishing 
 ☐ Hunting   
 ☐ Other, please specify: MPAs, Section 632. 
 
7. The proposal is to: (To determine section number(s), see current year regulation booklet or 

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs) 
☐ Amend Title 14 Section(s):Westlaw regulations. 
☐ Add New Title 14 Section(s): Click here to enter text.  

 ☐ Repeal Title 14 Section(s):  Click here to enter text. 
 
8. If the proposal is related to a previously submitted petition that was rejected, specify 

the tracking number of the previously submitted petition Click here to enter text. 
Or  ☐ Not applicable.  

 
9. Effective date: As soon as approved. 

 
    

 
 

 
     

 
   

 
  

 
  

 
 

   
   
   

       
     

 
  

 
 

   
    

       
     
 
 
 

10. Supporting documentation:  Additional explanation of rationale  (Appendix 1)  is attached,
along with the Regulatory Recommendations Summary for each MPA Collaborative  (Appendix
2).

11. Economic or  Fiscal Impacts:  Please see Appendix 1  for economic impacts

12.  Forms:  Not Applicable

SECTION  3:  FGC Staff Only

Date  received:    11/29/2023

FGC  staff  action:
  ☐  Accept  -  complete

☐  Reject  -  incomplete
☐  Reject  -  outside scope of FGC authority

Tracking Number
Date petitioner  was  notified of receipt of petition and pending action:  _______________

Meeting date for FGC  consideration:  ___________________________

FGC  action:
  ☐  Denied  by FGC

☐  Denied  -  same as petition  _____________________
Tracking Number

☐  Granted  for consideration of regulation  change

https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IB4CC1D80249B11ED98DDA91C363C43D9?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad62d330000018a8feec187450c78a3%3fppcid%3de7d68387795f495aae576b5c9eb328d4%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dIB4CC1D80249B11ED98DDA91C363C43D9%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=14&t_T2=632&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
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Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation Rationale for Marine Protected Area Pyramid Point Regulation Change Petition 

Ancestral Territory of the Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation (the Nation) encompass over 90 miles of shoreline in Northern 
California and Southern Oregon. The central region of the territory has been the hub for the continuance of traditional 
fishing of the culturally important keystone species, lhvmsr (surf smelt, Hypomesus pretiosus). The area of Tr’uu-luu-
k’wvt, also known as Pyramid Point, a Marine Protected Area designated by the State of California in 2012, is an area 
where traditional lhvmsr fish camps have been identified and have been utilized since time immemorial.   

Lhvmsr has seen significant decline since the late 1990s, as documented by the California Department of Fish and 
Wildlife and by Tolowa Dee-ni’ traditional lhvmsr fishermen. This decline has caused a panic among the Nation’s 
citizens because of the cultural significance of the species, as elders and traditional fishermen are not seeing a return of 
the smelt to the Tolowa Dee-ni’ territory in the numbers they have historically. This species is also of ecological 
importance as a food source to other cultural keystone species, including salmonids, seabirds, and marine mammals. 
Federally-listed species within these categories include Steller sea lions, snowy plovers, and the Southern Oregon-
Northern California Coast coho salmon. It is imperative the Nation continues to take an active role to determine 
ecological, environmental, and anthropogenic impacts affecting this invaluable resource. This includes petitioning for 
the removal of lhvmsr as allowable take from the state’s Northernmost Marine Protected Area, Pyramid Point State 
Marine Conservation Area.   

 
The Tolowa Dee-ni’ Nation is 
the only indigenous group in the 
lower Pacific Northwest to 
continue the practice of “fish 
camp.” Tribal families 
seasonally migrate to the Tr'uu-
luu-k'wvt territory from July to 
October and set up temporary 
housing to fish, camp, and 
traditionally process the lhvmsr 
throughout its spawning months.  
Lhvmsr are harvested with a 
traditional A-frame net by the 
men of the society and then 
processed by the family 
members who oversee the family camp unit (see photo above).  Pre-contact fish camps were settled along the entire 
Tolowa Dee-ni’ coastline, and despite the confinement of reservation and adjacent beach lands, the Tolowa Dee-ni’ 
have maintained a continual connection to the Tr'uu-luu-k'wvt territory fishing grounds and return every season to 
interact with the ecosystem to practice traditional fishing methods and protocol. The practice of “fish camp” plays a 
key role in the health of the community and environment and it is important to ensure the continuance of this important 
cultural tradition. Smelt is an integral part of Tolowa Dee-ni' culture as there are specific prayers and ceremonies 
centered on lhvmsr, being a key indicator of the health of the local ecosystem. Prior to the first lhvmsr catch, there is 
traditional protocol that must occur for a productive and successful fishing season.  
 
As original stewards of the land and waters, and because of the importance of this particular fishery to our spiritual, 
physical, and cultural health and well-being, we have a responsibility to assist in filling the current data gap through 
assessing the habitat and gathering baseline data that can inform us as to the indicators of species decline. This 
essential data is severally lacking for lhvmsr in the lower Pacific Northwest. It is imperative that we collect more data, 
especially comparative data, in order to gain a better understanding of why we are seeing a decline in this species.  
Once substantial data is collected and analyzed, this will inform the development of a future conservation plan that can 
address habitat restoration, best management practices, and related policy and regulatory measures, backed by 
scientific data, to ensure that this ecological and cultural keystone species can make a robust recovery. This is 



particularly true for lhvmsr, when research indicates that impacts to relatively few beaches could greatly affect 
production of the entire species.1  
 
The continuance of fish camps located within Tr’uu-luu-k’wvt and the intergenerational transmission of knowledge 
associated with the continued practice is essential for the Tolowa Dee-ni’s physical and spiritual welfare. For 
indigenous peoples, the loss of access to culturally important resources not only impacts the individual, it impacts the 
entire community and the socio-economic, socio-cultural and socio-political relationships within the community.2 As 
Turner et al. notes, “[T]he decline or removal of key food sources can introduce a cascading effect in which important 
associated cultural practices and institutions are also lost.”3 More seriously, the loss of access to culturally important 
resources, along with displacement from cultural landscapes considered to be sacred, directly impacts the ability of the 
individual, family, and community to sustain deeply-held cultural and spiritual relationships with not only the species 
used, but with associated species and their habitats – relationships that we as indigenous people see as part of our 
ancestral responsibility and identity. Thus, there is a need to ensure that this cultural practice is continued by future 
generations and that Tolowa youth are equipped with the traditional knowledge, social protocols, and skills necessary 
to protect the habitat, properly conserve the species, and maintain the custom. 
 
The extreme commitment to continue the practice of traditional lhvmsr fish camps within Tr’uu-luu-k’wvt, and 
specifically at Dat-naa-svt, by Tolowa families and the Nation is well documented. In addition to scholarly accounts of 
fish camps dating from the 1800s to the 
present4,5,6 these traditions have been well 
documented in numerous newspaper articles 
throughout the years.7 In 2000, the area was 
determined eligible for listing to the National 
Register of Historic Places as both an 
archaeological site and a traditional cultural 
property (TCP). The TCP eligibility is based on 
the relationship of the traditional lhvmsr fish 
camp to the Howonquet village and the 
associated social codes, fish preservation 
methods, cultural activities, cultural sites, 
spiritual and ceremonial connections, North 
Beach whale rights and ceremonies, and other 
historic records. 8  
 
                                                           
1 Quinn, Timothy and Kirk Krueger, Ken Pierce, Daniel Penttila, Kurt Perry, Tiffany Hicks, and Davy Lowry. 2012. Estuaries and Coasts 35:1214–1228 

2 Charles A and L Wilson. Human dimensions of protected areas. ICES Journal of Marine Science. 66:6-15. 
3 Turner NJ, Gregory R, Brooks C, Failing L and T Satterfield. 2008. From invisibility to transparency: identifying the implications. Ecology and Society 13(2):7-

20. 
4 Drucker, Philip A. 1937. The Tolowa and their Southwest Oregon Kin. University of California Publications in American Archaeology and Ethnology. 36: 4. 
221-299.  

5 Kroeber, A. L. and S. A. Barrett. (1960). Fishing Among the Indians of Northwest California. Anthropological Records. University of California Press. 

6 Byram, S. and D.G. Lewis. (2001) Origin: Wealth of the Northwest Coast. Oregon Historical Quarterly 102(2): 126-157. 

7 Hanly,“Fish Camp,” News from Native California, Winter 1996/97;“Preserving tradition; Tolowa gather at beach site to dry smelt for winter stores,” Daily 
Triplicate, July 27, 2011; “Learning the traditions; Summer camp passes on Tolowa customs, language to next generation,” Daily Triplicate, July 20, 2006; 
“Tradition, preserved. Yaa-ghii~-‘a` (Fish Camp),” Daily Triplicate, August 17, 2007.  
8 Lewis, David Gene. 2000. Tolowa Deeni Fish Camp: A Traditional Cultural and Archaeological Property Nomination to the National Register of Historic Places. 
Unpublished Master’s Thesis. University of Oregon.  

http://dpg.lib.berkeley.edu/webdb/anthpubs/search?journal=1


As stated previously, over the years, the Nation has observed and documented a significant decline in the returning 
numbers of lhvmsr to our traditional fishing grounds and this has caused concerns among tribal citizens that have 
continued the practice of stewarding this culturally significant resource. In December of 2011, the Nation established a 
Natural Resources Committee to address the concerns of culturally significant resources, and to be an advisory body to 
the Tribal Council in respect to ecological and species concerns relating to the cultural needs of the community.  
Lhvmsr was the first species identified by the Committee as a species of extreme concern. Over the years of observable 
species decline by the Tolowa Dee-ni’ traditional fishermen, neither State or Federal conservation programs in our 
region, which are responsible for species management, including the recreational and commercial fishery, have 
addressed the concerns of the Nation.  
 
The California Department of Fish and Wildlife “California Living Marine Resources Status Report” documents a 
severe decline in the lhvmsr fishery from over 800,000 pounds in 1995 to 1997, to only 100,000 pounds in 1998, and 
just over 12,000 pounds in 1999.9 This is approximately a 66% lhvmsr fisheries reduction in just four years. The status 
report goes on to note that: 
 
 Environmental factors such as seawater temperature changes may dramatically affect population levels. 
 However, given their short life-cycle, excessive fishing could cause smelt populations to plummet in just two or 
 three years. Heavy recreational use of the beaches may also compact gravels and crush recently spawned 
 eggs. It is also possible that the developing eggs may depend on water percolating through the gravels from 
 above, so alterations of inflowing streams or lagoons may affect the suitability of the spawning habitat for egg 
 survival.10 
 
Although there has been more detailed study of lhvmsr in Canada and Washington State and the development of 
management plans to ensure species abundance/recovery,11,12,13,14 research and data is severally lacking for northern 
California and southern Oregon, which includes the ancestral land and waters of the Tolowa Dee-ni’. 
 
Of further concern, smelt is not a substantial commercial or recreational fishery; there has been less than aggressive 
regulation by the State of California of this key tribal fishery. Access to and the continued use of Tr’uu-luu-k’wvt was 
threatened with the implementation of the California Marine Life Protection Act (MLPA) Initiative on the North Coast, 
beginning in 2009. The entire area of Tr’uu-luu-k’wvt was selected for a marine protected area that would have not 
allowed any recreational and/or commercial fishing. Although the Nation maintains that the State does not have 
authority to regulate their subsistence, ceremonial, and customary fishing uses because the right to continue these uses 
has never been ceded or explicitly extinguished by Congress, the State maintained they had authority. Through a 
difficult and arduous three-year process, the Nation was successful in ensuring that although a marine protected area 
would be designated at Pyramid Point, that it would continue to allow non-commercial “tribal take” by members of the 
Nation. Thus, the Tolowa Dee-ni’ had once again successfully ensured the continuance of the traditional lhvmsr fish 
                                                           
9 California Department of Fish and Game. 2001. California’s Living Marine Resources: A Status Report. Sacramento, CA. 

10 Ibid. 

11 Rice, Casimir A. 2006. Effects of Shoreline Modification on Marine Northern Puget Sound Beach: Microclimate and Embryo Mortality in Surf Smelt 
(Hypomesus pretiosus). Estuaries and Coasts. 29 (1): 63-71. 

12 Lee, Chris G. and Colin D. Levings. 2007. The Effects of Temperature and Desiccation on Surf Smelt (Hypomesus pretiosus) Embryo Development and 
Hatching Success: Preliminary Field and Laboratory Observations. Northwest Science. 81 (2): 166-171. 

13 Krueger, Kirk. L. and Kenneth B. Pierce, Jr., Timothy Quinn, and Daniel E. Penttila. 2010, Anticipated effects of sea level rise in Puget Sound on two beach-
spawning fishes, in Shipman, H., Dethier, M.N., Gelfenbaum, G., Fresh, K.L., and Dinicola, R.S., eds., 2010, Puget Sound Shorelines and the Impacts of 
Armoring—Proceedings of a State of the Science Workshop, May 2009: U.S. Geological Survey Scientific Investigations Report 2010-5254, p. 171-178. 

14 Fisheries and Oceans Canada. 2012. Pacific Region Integrated Fisheries Management Plan: Surf Smelt, April 1, 2012 to December 31, 2014.  



camps. However, in this same process, lhvmsr were considered by the Science Advisory Team as a species that would 
not benefit from marine protected areas, due to their transitory nature. Thus, lhvmsr was a species that was allowed to 
be taken in any of the State Marine Conservation Areas that allowed some level of species take by recreational and 
commercial anglers. This includes the marine protected areas designated at Pyramid Point (Tr’uu-luu-k’wvt), Redding 
Rock, Samoa, and Ten Mile, which all include key surf fish spawning habitat. Thus, a prime opportunity to protect 
spawning habitat from recreational and commercial uses by the general public was overlooked and lost. 
 
Through a commitment to the continuance of this important cultural and subsistence activity and the diligence to 
ensure that these practices continue, the Nation has secured guaranteed access and political and regulatory recognition 
to support the continuance of fish camps. All of this, however, is meaningless, if the habitat is not protected and the 
resource is not healthy and available.  Thus, there is a cultural, economic, and ecological need to remove lhvmsr as 
allowable recreational take within Tr’uu-luu-k’wvt. 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Appendix 2 
MPA Collaborative Vetted Regulation 

Recommendations 



County MPA Current Regs 
Summarized

Compliance concerns 
and/or management 
problem identified

Regulation 
Recommendation for 
Adaptive Management

Consensus? Justification
Supporting 

Management 
Suggestion

Petitioner Lead Contact Information Recommendation 
Category

Designation 
Change?

Del Norte
Pyramid

Point
SMCA

Rec take of surf smelt 
by dip net or Hawaiian 
type throw net. Tolowa 

Dee-ni' exempt

Onshore and offshore 
hook and line fishing, 
collecting sand crabs 
as bait, kayak fishers, 
violations from boaters 
registered in both CA 

and OR

Remove allowance
for surf smelt by

dip net or
Hawaiian type

throw net; Change to 
No-Take

SMCA with Tribal
exemption for
Tolowa Dee-ni’

Yes

Smelt is culturally
important species

 to
Tolowa and No Take

designation will
be clearer to

public, reducing
violations

Signs being
vandalized, ripped
out. Outreach to
gain compliance

needed (Guardian
Watchmen)

Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation rosa.laucci@tolowa.com Take Allowance 
Change

Yes, from SMCA to 
No-Take SMCA with 

Tribal exemption

Del Norte
Pyramid

Point
SMCA

Rec take of surf smelt 
by dip net or Hawaiian 
type throw net. Tolowa 

Dee-ni' exempt

Elk Valley Rancheria is
interested in exploring 

the
possibility of being 

included
in exempt status

Add Elk Valley
Rancheria to

exempt Tribes if
requested by
Tribal Council

Yes

Elk Valley
Rancheria has

ancestral ties to
the area

Take Allowance 
Change

Del Norte
Pyramid

Point
SMCA

Rec take of surf smelt 
by dip net or Hawaiian 
type throw net. Tolowa 

Dee-ni' exempt

Boundary is in Oregon

Change northern
boundary to align
with recognized

California/Oregon
state line

Yes

Original
boundary used a
mapping system

that does not
align with on-the-

ground state
line.

Tolowa Dee-ni' Nation rosa.laucci@tolowa.com Boundary Change

Del Norte Point St. George 
Offshore Reef SMCA

Rec take of salmon by
trolling and

Dungeness crab by
trap. Commercial take

of salmon with troll
fishing gear and

Dungeness crab by
trap. Elk Valley and

Tolowa Dee-ni'
exempt

No change Yes  

Del Norte Sea Lion Rock Special 
Closure 300' No data No change Yes  

Del Norte Castle Rock Special 
Closure 300'

Poke poling at Preston 
Island and Battery 

Point and Hook Finger 
Point during extremely 
low tides. Kayaks near 

closure

No change Yes  

Del Norte False Klamath Rock 
Special Closure 300' from 3/1-8/31

Low flyovers by US 
Coast Guard helicopter. 

Kayaks near closure, 
kaking kelp. Dogs off 

leash

No change Yes

Signs needed at
Wilson Creek.

Potential site for
CoastSnap to 

crowdsource changes
around rock

 

Humboldt Reading Rock SMCA

Rec take of salmon by 
trolling; surf smelt by 
dip net or Hawaiian 

type throw net; 
Dungeness crab by 

trap, hoop net or hand. 
Commercial take of 

salmon with troll fishing 
gear; surf smelt by dip 

net; Dungeness crab by 
trap. Trinidad, Resighini 

and Yurok exempt

Hook and line fishing 
and take of sand crabs 

regularly occur, 
especially at southern 

boundary
 Gold Bluffs beach 

traditional smelt camp
 Track amount of surf 
smelt taken (25 lbs 

current limit). 
 Hawaiian Type throw 

net inappropriate

Work with California 
Tribes and indigenous 

people to change 
“Hawaiian type throw 
net” to a term that is 

more reflective of 
Indigenous Californian 

net based take 
methods

Yes

Reference to Hawaiian 
nets when indigenous 

terms exist for this take 
type is inappropriate 

and disrespectful

Monitor Surf smelt as a 
part of state monitoring 

plan.
Language Change

Humboldt Reading Rock SMCA

Rec take of salmon by 
trolling; surf smelt by 
dip net or Hawaiian 

type throw net; 
Dungeness crab by 

trap, hoop net or hand. 
Commercial take of 

salmon with troll fishing 
gear; surf smelt by dip 

net; Dungeness crab by 
trap. Trinidad, Resighini 

and Yurok exempt

Recommend 
implementing limits on 
commercial take of surf 

smelt

Yes Culturally important 
species

Take Allowance 
Change

Humboldt Reading Rock SMR No Take Drifting commercial 
crab pots No change Yes  

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pyramid-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pyramid-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pyramid-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pyramid-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pyramid-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pyramid-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pyramid-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pyramid-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pyramid-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-St-George-Reef
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-St-George-Reef
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Southwest-Seal-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Southwest-Seal-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Castle-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Castle-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/False-Klamath-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/False-Klamath-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Reading-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Reading-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Reading-Rock


County MPA Current Regs 
Summarized

Compliance concerns 
and/or management 
problem identified

Regulation 
Recommendation for 
Adaptive Management

Consensus? Justification
Supporting 

Management 
Suggestion

Petitioner Lead Contact Information Recommendation 
Category

Designation 
Change?

Humboldt Samoa SMCA

Rec take of salmon by 
trolling; surf smelt by 
dip net or Hawaiian 

type throw net; 
Dungeness crab by 

trap, hoop net or hand. 
Commercial take of 

salmon with troll fishing 
gear; surf smelt by dip 

net; Dungeness crab by 
trap. Wiyot exempt

Difficult to determine 
boundaries

Work with California 
Tribes and indigenous 

people to change 
“Hawaiian type throw 
net” to a term that is 

more reflective of 
Indigenous Californian 

net based take 
methods

Yes

Reference to Hawaiian 
nets when indigenous 

terms exist for this take 
type is inappropriate 

and disrespectful

Monitor recreational 
and commercial 

(through landing/block 
reports) take of salmon 
by troll and surf smelt 
by dip net and assess 
effect on population;
 Signs with you are 

here map at Mad River

Language Change

Humboldt South Humboldt Bay 
SMRMA

No Take except 
waterfowl may be 

taken. Wiyot exempt

Invasive grasses, loss 
of eelgrass, general 

threats to habitat. Non 
Tribal members 

clamming. Difficult to 
identify boundaries 

within South Humboldt 
Bay

Determine reason it 
does not extend to 

southern water’s edge 
and extend if no reason

Yes

Clearer for outreach 
purposes to say from 

southern end of bay to 
2nd hunter pull out

Direct enforcement to 
look for unlawful 

clamming
Boundary Change

Humboldt Sugarloaf Island 
Special Closure 300’ No change Yes  

Humboldt South Cape Mendocino 
SMR No Take Minimal patrol No change Yes

Develop a plan for 
evaluating remote area 

MPAs to determine 
impact, such as 
temporary M2 
radar/drone 

surveillance; support 
southern Humboldt 

patrol by LED

 

Humboldt Steamboat Rock 
Special Closure 300' 3/1-8/31

Confusion on when it is 
open to swim out to 
and when it is closed

No change Yes
Sign that highlights 
special closure and 

closure dates
 

Humboldt Mattole Canyon SMR No Take

Minimal patrol. Some 
commercial crab pots 

observed during USCG 
flyover

No change Yes

Develop a plan for 
evaluating remote area 

MPAs to determine 
impact, such as 
temporary M2 
radar/drone 

surveillance; support 
southern Humboldt 

patrol by law 
enforcement division

 

Humboldt Sea Lion Gulch SMR No Take

Backpackers harvest 
mussels along entire 

Lost Coast Trail; people 
getting too close to new 

elephant seal colony. 
No cell connectivity to 
determine boundaries 

of MPA

Move southern 
boundary south to 

Cooskie Creek

BLM support but need 
fisher input

Creek is more 
identifiable feature for 
land based outreach to 
fishers hiking the Lost 

Coast Trail

Boundary Change

Humboldt Big Flat SMCA

Rec take of salmon by 
trolling and Dungeness 
crab by trap, hoop net 
or hand. Commercial 

take of salmon with troll 
fishing gear and 

Dungeness crab by 
trap. Multiple Tribes 

exempt

Backpackers harvest 
mussels along entire 
Lost Coast Trail; surf 

fishing occurs at Miller 
Flat. No cell 

connectivity to 
determine boundaries 

of MPA

No change Yes

More outreach needed 
for fishers hiking lost 
coast. Include more 

detailed information in 
BLM Lost Coast map

 

Mendocino Double Cone Rock 
SMCA

Rec take of salmon by 
trolling; Dungeness 

crab by trap, hoop net 
or hand. Commercial 

take of salmon with troll 
fishing gear and 

Dungeness crab by 
trap

Unknown. Limited 
patrol. Report of 

excessive urchin and 
need for grazer 

suppression.

Reassess restoration 
policy in SMCAs 

impacted by climate 
change/kelp loss

Yes
Loss of kelp habitat 

needs to be addressed 
in this SMCA

Allow for restoration 
work/grazer 

suppression to address 
urchin barrens (reds 

and purples)

California Sea Urchin 
Commission - allow for 

commercial take of 
urchin

Other

Mendocino Vizcaino Rock Special 
Closure 300' 3/1-8/31 No change Yes  

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Samoa
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/South-Humboldt-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/South-Humboldt-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/South-Cape-Mendocino-Sugarloaf-Island-Steamboat-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/South-Cape-Mendocino-Sugarloaf-Island-Steamboat-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/South-Cape-Mendocino-Sugarloaf-Island-Steamboat-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/South-Cape-Mendocino-Sugarloaf-Island-Steamboat-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/South-Cape-Mendocino-Sugarloaf-Island-Steamboat-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/South-Cape-Mendocino-Sugarloaf-Island-Steamboat-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Mattole-Canyon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Sea-Lion-Gulch
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Big-Flat
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Double-Cone-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Double-Cone-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Vizcaino-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Vizcaino-Rock
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and/or management 
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Mendocino Ten Mile SMR No Take

Primary concern is 
shore-based fishing 

(rod and reel at seaside 
creek beach). 

Recreational fishers 
take rockfish and 

lingcod, crab pots "walk 
themselves" into MPA 
at southern boundary. 

Dogs off leash

No change Yes

OK/boundary sign 
needed at northern 
boundary. Simplify 
outreach language 

around MPA clusters

 

Mendocino Ten Mile Beach SMCA

Rec take of Dungeness 
crab by trap, hoop net 
or hand. Commercial 

take of Dungeness crab 
by trap. Many Tribes 

exempt

Unlawful take of fish 
(rockfish, lingcod); dogs 

off leash in snowy 
plover habitat.

  
 Potential sand dump 
site south side of Ten 

Mile Beach

No change Yes
Simplify outreach 

language around MPA 
clusters

 

Mendocino Ten Mile Estuary 
SMCA

Waterfowl may be 
taken. Many Tribes 

exempt

Limited access for 
fishers No change Yes

Simplify outreach 
language around MPA 

clusters
 

Mendocino MacKerricher SMCA

All rec take allowed. 
Commercial take 

allowed except for bull 
kelp and giant kelp

Multiple violations 
occur daily since 

closest to Fort Bragg 
city center (general fish 

and game code 
violations). North 

boundary (Laguna 
Point) hotspot for 

intertidal take

Add protection for 
intertidal zone, per 

State Parks, in support 
for protection of the 

resource and ease of 
enforcement/outreach

Many in support but no 
full consensus

There are limited areas 
in the county to lawfully 
take intertidal animals 

such as mussels, 
turban snails, limpets, 

etc.

More enforcement 
support needed due to 

limited State Parks 
personnel. Focus on 
tidepool education. 

Intertidal specific take 
signs are needed

State Parks pending 
review

Take Allowance 
Change

Mendocino Point Cabrillo SMR No Take

Lighthouse sees lots of 
boats fishing offshore 

of Frolic Cove on 
northern end of Point 
Cabrillo SMR or inside

No change Yes

OK boundary signs 
would be beneficial on 

both boundaries for 
kayak fishing

 

Mendocino Russian Gulch SMCA

All rec take allowed. 
Commercial take 

allowed except for bull 
kelp and giant kelp

General fish and game 
code violations No change Yes  

Mendocino Big River Estuary 
SMCA

Rec take of surfperch 
by hook and line from 

shore only and 
Dungeness crab by 

hoop net or hand. Many 
Tribes exempt. 

Waterfowl may be 
taken

Increased use for 
swimming and 

recreation has led to 
safety concerns, 

including close calls 
between swimmers and 

hunters. Swimmers 
mixing with motorized 

boats may lead to 
accidents

Hunting should be 
prohibited due to high 

public use/public safety 
issues, per State Parks

Yes

Community reported 
incidents of near 
misses between 

hunters/boaters and 
swimmers

State Parks pending 
review

Allowed Activity 
Change

Mendocino Big River Estuary 
SMCA

Rec take of surfperch 
by hook and line from 

shore only and 
Dungeness crab by 

hoop net or hand. Many 
Tribes exempt. 

Waterfowl may be 
taken

Can MPA restrict 
motorized vessels if not 

ecological reserve?

Restrict all motorized 
vessels with allowance 

for public safety, per 
State Parks

Yes, with clarification 
that motorized vessels 

are only restricted 
going east (up river)

West access from 
launch should be 

allowed for boaters 
going out to ocean

Data on crab fishery is 
needed to determine 
whether allowance is 

sustainable. Need clear 
signage restricting 

snare traps. Pick up 
after dog signs needed

State Parks pending 
review

Allowed Activity 
Change

Mendocino Van Damme SMCA

All rec take allowed. 
Commercial take 

allowed except for bull 
kelp and giant kelp

Overtake and take of 
undersize fish No change Yes  

Mendocino Navarro River Estuary 
SMCA

Rec take of salmonoids 
by hook and line. Many 

Tribes exempt. 
Waterfowl may be 

taken

People illegally breach 
sandbar (but outside 

MPA?)
No change Yes  

Mendocino Point Arena SMR No Take
Fishing in SMR 

reported by lighthouse 
manager

No change Yes OK boundary signs 
needed  

Mendocino Point Arena SMCA

Rec take of salmon by 
trolling. Commercial 

take of salmon with troll 
fishing gear

No change Yes  

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Ten-Mile
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Ten-Mile
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Ten-Mile
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Ten-Mile
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/MacKerricher
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Cabrillo
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Russian-Gulch
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Big-River-Estuary
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Big-River-Estuary
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Big-River-Estuary
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Big-River-Estuary
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Van-Damme
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Navarro-River-Estuary
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Navarro-River-Estuary
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Arena-Sea-Lion-Cove
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Arena-Sea-Lion-Cove
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Mendocino Sea Lion Cove Rec and commercial 
take of finfish Urchin barrens

Reassess restoration 
policy in SMCAs 

impacted by climate 
change/kelp loss

Yes

Allow for restoration 
work/grazer 

suppression to address 
urchin barrens (reds 

and purples)

California Sea Urchin 
Commission - allow for 

commercial take of 
urchin

Other

Mendocino Saunders Reef SMCA

Rec take of salmon by 
trolling. Commercial 

take of salmon with troll 
fishing gear and urchin

Citations issued for 
people diving and 

taking at Schooner 
Gulch; illegal shore 
fishing from Hearn 

Gulch

No change Yes
Additional enforcement 
personnel/efforts are 

needed
 

Sonoma Del Mar Landing SMR No Take Fishing at north end No change Yes Trail pamphlets with 
MPA information  

Sonoma Stewarts Point SMR No Take

Poaching at 3 mile line. 
Difficult for fishers to 

determine where 3 mile 
line is and difficult to 

enforce from land

Allow for trolling of 
salmon. Change to 

SMCA?

No. Discussed with no 
strong opposition but 

more info needed

Impact to commercial 
salmon fishing can be 

addressed with minimal 
impact to other 

resources

More signage needed 
at public access points

Take Allowance 
Change

Yes, would change 
SMR to SMCA. No 

consensus

Sonoma Stewarts Point SMCA

Rec take from shore 
only of marine aquatic 
plants other than sea 

palm, marine 
invertebrates, finfish by 

hook and line, surf 
smelt by beach net, 

species authorized by 
hand-held dip net

Tribal based MPA

Prohibit all take and 
add Kashia Pomo to 
Tribal exemptions to 

make affirmative rights 
of Tribal Members re: 
collection, harvesting, 

and research

Yes

MPA is only accessed 
by Kashia Tribal 

members from shore 
(owned by Tribe) so 

would be same 
protection while 

acknowledging Tribal 
rights

Take Allowance 
Change

Yes, change from 
SMCA to No-Take 
SMCA with Tribal 

exemption

Sonoma Salt Point SMCA
Recreational take of 
abalone and finfish 

allowed

Take of abalone during 
closure; poaching of 
intertidal species. 

Confusion regarding 
intertidal take

No change Yes

Needs more signage 
on collecting/take of 

shellfish and other non 
finfish

 

Sonoma Gerstle Cove SMR No Take
Excessive intertidal 
take. Rec fishers 

fishing the line
No change Yes

Need for good 
tidepooler rules signs to 

address harmful 
tidepooling

 

Sonoma Russian River SMRMA No take except 
waterfowl may be taken

Marine mammal 
disturbance occurring. 

County of Sonoma 
needs to conduct 

restoration work as part 
of management plan

Allow for restoration 
work in SMRMA Yes

Restoration will not 
impact haul out sites, 
marine mammals or 

birds

Other

Sonoma Russian River SMCA

Rec take of Dungeness 
crab by trap, and surf 

smelt by hand-held dip 
net or beach net. 

Commercial take of 
Dungeness crab by 

trap

Illegal onshore and 
offshore fishing; seal 

disturbance "seal 
selfies" near Goat 

Rock. Trash/dogs off 
leash

No change Yes

More outreach for out 
of town 

fishers/permanent 
signage

 

Sonoma Bodega Head SMR No Take

Take of rockfish and 
trolling for salmon; 
fishing on northern 
boundary off rocks

 Difficult “fan” shape 
and hard to identify 
northern boundary 

makes enforcement 
difficult

No change Yes Would require new 
outreach  

Sonoma/Marin Bodega Head SMCA

Rec take of pelagic 
finfish by trolling, 

Dungeness crab by 
trap, and market squid 
by hand-held dip net. 
Commercial take of 

pelagic finfish by troll 
fishing gear and round 
haul net, Dungeness 

crab by trap, and 
market squid by round 

haul net

Take of rockfish and 
trolling for salmon; 
fishing on northern 
boundary off rocks

Difficult “fan” shape and 
hard to identify northern 

boundary makes 
enforcement difficult

No change Yes  

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Arena-Sea-Lion-Cove
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Saunders-Reef
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Del-Mar-Landing
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Stewarts-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Stewarts-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Salt-Point-Gerstle-Cove
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Salt-Point-Gerstle-Cove
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Russian-River
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Russian-River
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Bodega-Head
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Bodega-Head
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Sonoma/Marin Estero Americano 
SMRMA

No take except 
waterfowl may be taken

Confusion as to 
boundary “high tide 

line” and who manages 
strip of beach between 
ocean and estuary that 

is often closed; 
Difficulty identifying 

eastern boundary. No 
way to see boundary 

from shore

No change Yes

More signs needed at 
access points here to 
address compliance 

concerns

 

Marin Estero de San Antonio 
SMRMA

No take except 
waterfowl may be taken

Some take (animal 
remains) and illegal 

fishing
No change Yes  

Marin Point Reyes SMR No take

Sand dollar and fossil 
take, rod and reel 

fishing from vessels, 
party boats troll for 

salmon; violations are 
limited offshore

No change Yes

Signage and more 
enforcement needed, 
especially at Drakes 

Beach and Coast 
Guard Station. 

Consolidated mixed 
messaging signs, with 

dog information.

 

Marin Point Reyes SMCA

Rec take of salmon by 
trolling and Dungeness 

crab by trap. 
Commercial take of 

salmon with troll fishing 
gear and Dungeness 

crab by trap

Commercial crabbers 
set coonstripe shrimp 
traps on top of crab 
traps; Boundaries in 
MPA cluster hard to 

identify; NPS 
jurisdiction limited to 

0.25 miles.

No change Yes  

Marin Point Reyes Headlands 
Special Closure

No access from mean 
high tide line to a 

distance of 1000 feet 
seaward 

Recreational vessels 
fishing in summer;

Disturbance spiked in 
2020;

USFW continues to 
monitor this area

No change at this time Yes

Might need to revisit 
making adjustments in 
the future if data shows 
changes/increases in 

disturbance

 

Marin Estero de Limantour 
SMR No take

Difficult to determine 
boundary between 
SMR and Drakes 

Estero SMCA makes 
enforcement difficult. 
There are suspicions 

that poaching of clams 
occurs in the SMR from 
people on kayaks from 

Drakes Estero

Extend SMR 
designation all the way 

into Drakes Estero
Yes

NPS in support of 
expanding SMR 

because federally 
designated wilderness, 
major harbor seal haul 
out, and critical nursery 

habitat for leopard 
shark and bay rays

EAC Marin with NPS 
letter of support Boundary Change

Marin Drakes Estero SMCA The recreational take of 
clams is allowed

Difficult to determine 
boundary line between 
Drakes Estero SMCA 

and Estero de 
Limantour SMR leading 

to poaching.
Cows 

accessing/pooping from 
NPS ranch leased land 

Prohibit clamming in 
Drakes Estero SMCA. 
Merge with Estero de 

Limantour SMR.

Yes

SMCA designation was 
originally due to oyster 
farm that is no longer 
there. NPS in support 
of making into a SMR 

due to federally 
designated wilderness 

area

Give people direction/ 
outreach materials on 
where they CAN clam 

safely 

EAC Marin with NPS 
letter of support

Take Allowance 
Change

Yes, change from 
SMCA to SMR

Marin Point Resistance Rock 
Special Closure

No access from mean 
high tide line to a 

distance of 300 feet 
seaward of rock 

Seabird flushing by 
vessels. USFW 
monitoring area.

No change Yes

GFNMS thinks current 
regulations are good, 
very important to their 

mission and public 
outreach

 

Marin Double Point/Stormy 
Stack Special Closure

No access from mean 
high tide line to a 

distance of 300 feet 
seaward of rock 

Seabird flushing by 
vessels and surfers, 

who enter harbor seal 
rookery. Increased 

visitation due to people 
hiking to Alamere Falls

No change Yes

GFNMS thinks current 
regulations are good, 
very important to their 

mission and public 
outreach and don’t 

want to extend to shore 
to allow shore access

Put signs with 
regulations and text 
about importance of 
special closure at 
trailhead; more 

outreach to boaters 
about special closures 

needed

 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Estero-Americano
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Estero-Americano
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Estero-de-San-Antonio
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Estero-de-San-Antonio
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Reyes
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Reyes
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Reyes
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Reyes
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Estero-De-Limantour-Drakes-Estero
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Estero-De-Limantour-Drakes-Estero
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Estero-De-Limantour-Drakes-Estero
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Resistance-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Resistance-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Double-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Double-Point
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Marin Duxbury Reef SMCA
Recreational take of 

finfish from shore and 
abalone* is allowed

Difficult to enforce and 
outreach about why 

you can take finfish but 
not invertebrates. 

Beach Watch data at 
this site for 30 years 

show slight decrease in 
activities in last 10 
years, but take of 

invertebrates has been 
observed, and the 
Greater Farallones 

National Marine 
Sanctuary 

Superintendent has 
provided information 

about the need to 
consider additional 

conservation measures 
at Duxbury Reef. Maria 
Brown (NMS) submitted 
a letter saying Duxbury 
Reef would benefit from 
increased protection of 
unique and important 
habitat of entire reef 

(largest shale reef in N. 
America). EAC MPA 
Watch data shows 

increased activities, 
including take and 
poaching incidents.

Change to SMR 
because of difficulty of 

interpretation and 
enforcement.

Extend southern 
boundary further out to 

sea (south) and 
northern boundary to 
Double Point to fully 

cover reef

No

No agreement on 
extending boundaries 
to cover the reef and 

changing to SMR.
More research needed 
on benefits of changing 

existing ribbon from 
SMCA to SMR;

Might be important 
fishing access point for 

public

More signs needed and 
more support for onsite 

education and 
enforcement from 

CDFW to agate beach 
and land-side terrestrial 

Duxbury

EAC Marin Take Allowance 
Change

Yes, would change 
SMCA to SMR. No 

consensus

Marin Duxbury Reef SMCA
Recreational take of 

finfish from shore and 
abalone* is allowed

Heavy use and 
impacts, intertidal take 
– buckets and tools (e.

g., crow bars, tire jacks) 
used to take black 
turban snails and 

purple urchin that are 
nestled into cracks. 

People need to break 
the reef to get to purple 

urchin

Potential compromise 
would be to add 
specific tidepool 

protections, similar to 
OC 

TBD

NMS would like to 
continue conversation 

to explore potential 
compromises

Research other 
tidepool docent 

programs in MPAs with 
mixed use of allowed 

fishing/tidepool 
protections

Language Change

San Francisco North Farallon Islands 
SMR No Take Commercial crab case 

here No change Yes More data needed for 
this MPA cluster

Increase CDFW LED 
patrols during peak 
months. Need for 

CCFRP program here

 

San Francisco North Farallon Islands 
Special Closure

No vessel shall be 
operated or anchored 
at any time from the 

mean high tide line to a 
distance of 1000 feet 
seaward of the mean 
lower low tide line of 

any shoreline of North 
Farallon Island, or to a 

distance of 300 feet 
seaward of the mean 
lower low tide line of 
any shoreline of the 

remaining three 
southern islets

No change Yes  

San Francisco Southeast Farallon 
Islands SMR No Take

Small recreational 
boats. A number of 

encroachments occur 
into SMR during better 

weather months

No change Yes
Increase patrols from 
LED and consider M2 
radar at this location

 

San Francisco Southeast Farallon 
Islands SMCA

Recreational take of 
salmon by trolling and 

commercial take of 
salmon by troll fishing 

gear

Salmon fishers use 
salmon gear to fish for 

halibut
No change Yes  

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Duxbury-Reef
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Duxbury-Reef
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/North-Farallon-Islands
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/North-Farallon-Islands
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/North-Farallon-Islands
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/North-Farallon-Islands
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Southeast-Farallon-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Southeast-Farallon-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Southeast-Farallon-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Southeast-Farallon-Island


County MPA Current Regs 
Summarized

Compliance concerns 
and/or management 
problem identified

Regulation 
Recommendation for 
Adaptive Management

Consensus? Justification
Supporting 

Management 
Suggestion

Petitioner Lead Contact Information Recommendation 
Category

Designation 
Change?

San Francisco Southeast Farallon 
Islands Special Closure

Closed 300 feet 
seaward year-round, 
except Fisherman's 

Bay to East Landing, 
southeastern tip of the 

island and 
southeastern side of 
Saddle (Seal) Rock, 
which is closed from 
December 1 through 

September 14.
 5 mile per hour speed 
limit 1000 ft seaward of 
mean lower low tide of 

any shoreline
 Exhaust system 
requirements for 

commercial dive boats

Boats cut across the 
special closure No change Yes

Predates MLPA 
process, careful 

consideration went into 
crafting special closure 

regulations

 

San Mateo
Egg (Devil’s Slide) 

Rock to Devil’s Slide 
Special Closure

A special closure is 
designated from the 

mean high tide line to a 
distance of 300 feet 

seaward of the mean 
lower low tide line of 

any shoreline of any of 
the three rocks 

comprising Egg (Devil's 
Slide) Rock;

  Transit in between the 
rock and the mainland 

between these points is 
prohibited at any time.

Reported violations 
include fishing boats 

inside boundaries and 
low flying 

aircraft/drones

Change name to “Devil’
s Slide Special 

Closure”
Yes

Egg rock is no longer a 
name used/recognized 
locally. Devil’s Slide is 
more appropriate and 
simpler for outreach

Language Change

San Mateo Montara SMR No Take

A top cited MPA in 
Central Coast, highest 
in San Mateo; fishing 
offshore and tidepool 

take;
 Difficulty interpreting 

southern boundary

Move Montara SMR 
onshore southern 

boundary to current 
Pillar Point SMCA 
southern boundary 

(north end of Maverick’
s Beach), then 

extending out to current 
offshore southern SMR 

boundary point

Yes

Easier for enforcement 
and makes SMR 

boundaries consistent 
with Fitzgerald Marine 
Reserve boundaries

Boundary Change

San Mateo Pillar Point SMCA

The recreational take of 
pelagic finfish by 

trolling, Dungeness 
crab by trap, and 

market squid by hand-
held dip net is allowed.
 The commercial take 

of pelagic finfish by troll 
or round haul net 

Dungeness crab by 
trap, and market squid 

by round haul net is 
allowed.

Unclear boundary leads 
to poaching in intertidal
 Difficult for local law 

enforcement to ensure 
compliance of tidepool 
take regulations due to 

high volume of 
consumptive visitors

Extend southern SMCA 
boundary further south 
to edge of harbor jetty, 

extending out to 
existing offshore 
southern point. 

Onshore northern 
boundary would be 

same as Montara SMR 
onshore southern 

boundary

Yes

Would cover entire reef 
in MPA for ease of 

allied agency outreach 
and enforcement.

Boundary Change

San Mateo Pillar Point SMCA

The recreational take of 
pelagic finfish by 

trolling, Dungeness 
crab by trap, and 

market squid by hand-
held dip net is allowed.
 The commercial take 

of pelagic finfish by troll 
or round haul net 

Dungeness crab by 
trap, and market squid 

by round haul net is 
allowed.

Change regulations to 
allow for recreational 
hook and line take of 
finfish from shore and 

take of mussels, crabs, 
snails and seaweeds 
for equity and access 

purposes

Yes

Allowing for shore 
based hook and line 
and some intertidal 

take maintains access 
for consumptive users 
while applying some 

protection for a heavily 
impacted habitat

Take Allowance 
Change

San Mateo/Santa Cruz Año Nuevo SMR No Take

Unlawful take of snails; 
fishing; wildlife 

disturbance. Boats 
driving squid out of 

MPA. Confusion 
because sign at top of 

trail to Greyhound Rock 
says fishing beach but 
must go left at bottom 

to legally fish

Move southern 
boundary line to have 
whole of Greyhound 

Rock in SMR

Yes, at both Santa 
Cruz and San Mateo 

Collaborative meetings

Clearer boundary 
makes enforcement 

easier

Ensure sign with map 
at bottom of trail. Utilize 
social/digital/traditional 

media for public 
outreach

State Parks pending 
review Boundary Change

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Southeast-Farallon-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Southeast-Farallon-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Egg-Rock-To-Devils-Slide
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Egg-Rock-To-Devils-Slide
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Egg-Rock-To-Devils-Slide
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Montara-Pillar-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Montara-Pillar-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Montara-Pillar-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/A%C3%B1o-Nuevo-Greyhound-Rock


County MPA Current Regs 
Summarized

Compliance concerns 
and/or management 
problem identified

Regulation 
Recommendation for 
Adaptive Management

Consensus? Justification
Supporting 

Management 
Suggestion

Petitioner Lead Contact Information Recommendation 
Category

Designation 
Change?

San Mateo/Santa Cruz Greyhound Rock 
SMCA

Rec take of giant kelp 
by hand harvest only, 
market squid, salmon. 
Other finfish by hook 

and line only from 
shore. Commercial take 

of giant kelp by hand 
harvest only, salmon 

and market squid

Take of mussels at 
southern boundary

 Confusion with Año 
Nuevo SMR 

boundary/whether 
fishing is allowed at 

Greyhound Rock
 Split between 2 

counties

Move northern 
boundary line to have 
whole of Greyhound 

Rock outside of SMCA 
and in SMR;

 Move southern 
boundary south to 
beginning of Scott 

Creek bridge

Yes, at both Santa 
Cruz and San Mateo 

Collaborative meetings

Reef should be fully 
protected or fully open. 

Preference to cover 
reef but either way will 
have clearer boundary 

for 
outreach/enforcement. 

Move of southern 
boundary would cover 

reef to address 
intertidal impacts

Need for sign with map 
at Scotts Creek

State Parks pending 
review Boundary Change

San Mateo/Santa Cruz Greyhound Rock 
SMCA

Rec take of giant kelp 
by hand harvest only, 
market squid, salmon. 
Other finfish by hook 

and line only from 
shore. Commercial take 

of giant kelp by hand 
harvest only, salmon 

and market squid

Confusing regulations

Replace comma with 
semi-colon in 

regulations after “giant 
kelp by hand harvest 

only”, or otherwise edit

Yes

Clearer language 
needed to clarify you 
are not required to 

catch salmon and squid 
by hand harvest only

State Parks pending 
review Language Change Section 100 change

Santa Cruz Natural Bridges SMR No Take

Hard to identify 
boundaries; safety 

concerns with fishers 
and swimmers at 

Natural Bridges State 
Park beach

Shift both boundaries 
south to more 

identifiable features (4 
mile point and Natural 

Bridge)

Yes

State Parks would like 
SMR to cover the 
beach at Natural 

Bridges SP for public 
safety reasons

Need for interpretive 
signs with maps/good 
tidepooler rules, why 

MPAs, etc.

State Parks pending 
review Boundary Change

Santa Cruz Soquel Canyon SMCA Rec and commercial 
take of pelagic finfish

Split between 2 
counties No change Yes  

Monterey Elkhorn Slough SMR No Take

Fishing occurs regularly 
at Kirby Park pier/dock, 
was originally built for 
fishers with disabilities 

with SFRA grant. 
Inconsistent 
enforcement.

Move northern 
boundary south of Kirby 

Park pier/dock. Shift 
entire MPA to maintain 

size

Yes, at both Santa 
Cruz and Monterey 

Collaborative meetings

Opens fishing area as 
originally intended to 

limit poaching; supports 
increased enforcement 

presence in area

If Kirby is open, must 
be concerted cross-

jurisdictional effort to 
enforce shore waste of 
fish/debris and other 
F&G Code violations. 
Need for good fishing 

practices outreach

Elkhorn Slough 
Foundation Boundary Change

Monterey Elkhorn Slough SMCA

The recreational take of 
finfish by hook and line 

only and clams is 
allowed. Clams may 
only be taken on the 

north shore of the 
slough in the area 

adjacent to the Moss 
Landing State Wildlife 
Area [subsection 550

(a)].

Difficult to determine 
where SMR/SMCA 

boundary is (i.e., where 
kayak fishers can no 

longer fish).  

Move SMR line to bird 
watching platform 

(eastern side)

Yes, at both Santa 
Cruz and Monterey 

Collaborative meetings

Bird watching platform 
provides a clear 

boundary for shore and 
kayak fishers and 

would maintain size of 
SMR with shift off Kirby

Elkhorn Slough 
Foundation Boundary Change

Monterey Elkhorn Slough SMCA

The recreational take of 
finfish by hook and line 

only and clams is 
allowed. Clams may 
only be taken on the 

north shore of the 
slough in the area 

adjacent to the Moss 
Landing State Wildlife 
Area [subsection 550

(a)].

Clamming disturbs sea 
otter rafts. Huge 
amounts of trash 

(fishing receptacles full)

Removing allowance 
for clamming to 

address impact to 
otters and human 

health considerations

Maybe?

Need more info on 
impact to recreational 

clammers and safety of 
consuming clams

Need for more trash 
receptacles/removal

Elkhorn Slough 
Foundation

Take Allowance 
Change

Monterey Moro Cojo Slough 
State Marine Reserve No take

Some access on 
eastern end.

 Agricultural influence. 
Elkhorn Slough NERR 
in support of no change

No change Yes  

Monterey/Santa Cruz
Soquel Canyon State 
Marine Conservation 

Area

Recreational and 
commercial take of 

pelagic finfish is 
allowed

Many violations, 
especially illegally set 

crab traps (commercial) 
and rockfish take 

(recreational). Whale 
disturbance.

 More impact due to 
depth restrictions lifted

No change Yes  

Monterey
Portuguese Ledge 

State Marine 
Conservation Area

Recreational and 
commercial take of 

pelagic finfish is 
allowed

Many violations, 
especially rockfish take 
(recreational). Whale 

disturbance

No change Yes  

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/A%C3%B1o-Nuevo-Greyhound-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/A%C3%B1o-Nuevo-Greyhound-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/A%C3%B1o-Nuevo-Greyhound-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/A%C3%B1o-Nuevo-Greyhound-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Natural-Bridges
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Soquel-Canyon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Elkhorn-Slough
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Elkhorn-Slough
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Elkhorn-Slough
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Moro-Cojo-Slough
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Moro-Cojo-Slough
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Soquel-Canyon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Soquel-Canyon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Soquel-Canyon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Portuguese-Ledge
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Portuguese-Ledge
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Portuguese-Ledge
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Monterey
Edward F. Ricketts 

State Marine 
Conservation Area

Recreational take of 
finfish by hook and line. 

Commercial take of 
giant kelp and bull kelp 

by hand

Fishing debris from 
Coast Guard pier.

 Abalone and other 
intertidal poaching at 

breakwater

Explore regulations to 
limit fishing gear loss 

from Coast Guard pier 
(such as requiring use 
of breakaway leaders 

or no braided line)

Yes

Fishing gear loss 
impacts wildlife, habitat, 

and safety of divers 
due to entanglement

Partner with MBNMS 
on outreach of 

litter/derelict fishing 
gear

Language Change

Monterey
Edward F. Ricketts 

State Marine 
Conservation Area

Recreational take of 
finfish by hook and line. 

Commercial take of 
giant kelp and bull kelp 

by hand

New regulations may 
restrict fishing for 

rockfish from boat close 
to shore after October 1

Change to SMR and 
join with Lovers Point-

Julia Platt SMR
Maybe

No strong opposition 
but no fishing reps 

present

Giant Giant Kelp 
Restoration Project 

(G2KR)

Take Allowance 
Change

Yes, would change 
from SMCA to SMR

Monterey
Edward F. Ricketts 

State Marine 
Conservation Area

Recreational take of 
finfish by hook and line. 

Commercial take of 
giant kelp and bull kelp 

by hand

Allow restoration/urchin 
culling without requiring 

SCP
No May lead to destruction 

of healthy urchins

Giant Giant Kelp 
Restoration Project 

(G2KR) - applies to Ed 
Ricketts, PG Gardens, 

and Carmel Bay 
SMCAs, and will 

include suggestion for 
buoys on sites

Other

Monterey Lovers Point- Julia Platt 
State Marine Reserve No Take

Fishing off Lovers Point 
rocks, undersize and 

immature fish, 
spearfishers and fishing 

boats catch halibut, 
illegal tidepool take; 
confusion around 

northern boundary line

Move southern 
boundary line so 

Lovers Point is either 
all in or all out (with 
preference for all in 

reserve)

No Disagreement about 
where to move line

Boundary marker or 
fishing/no fishing arrow 

sign needed if 
boundary doesn’t 

change

Boundary Change

Monterey Lovers Point- Julia Platt 
State Marine Reserve No Take

Move southern 
boundary to end of 

Lovers Point, splitting 
point equally in half

Yes

Fishing/No fishing 
arrow signs would 

make sense/be more 
accurate

Fishing/no fishing arrow 
sign needed at Lovers 

Point
Boundary Change

Monterey
Pacific Grove Marine 
Gardens State Marine 

Conservation Area

Recreational take of 
finfish. Commercial 

take of giant kelp and 
bull kelp by hand

Spearfishing violations, 
especially from kayaks 

and dinghies; illegal 
take of scallops and 

crustaceans; undersize 
and immature fish 

taken
 Point Pinos is key 

oystercatcher nesting 
habitat

Move both boundary 
lines so Lovers Point 

and Point Pinos are all 
out of SMCA and in 
SMRs because both 
are key oystercatcher 

nesting sites

No

Rock outcropping and 
buoy at Point Pinos 
(southern boundary) 
are currently good 

boundary indicators for 
boaters

Boundary Change

Monterey
Pacific Grove Marine 
Gardens State Marine 

Conservation Area

Recreational take of 
finfish. Commercial 

take of giant kelp and 
bull kelp by hand

Move northern 
boundary to end of 

Lovers Point
Yes

Fishing/No fishing 
arrow signs would 

make sense/be more 
accurate

Fishing/no fishing arrow 
sign needed at Lovers 
Point and Point Pinos

Boundary Change

Monterey
Pacific Grove Marine 
Gardens State Marine 

Conservation Area

Recreational take of 
finfish. Commercial 

take of giant kelp and 
bull kelp by hand

New regulations may 
restrict fishing for 

rockfish from boat close 
to shore after October 1

Change to SMR, join 
with Lovers Point SMR Maybe

No strong opposition 
but no fishing reps 

present

Giant Giant Kelp 
Restoration Project 

(G2KR)

Take Allowance 
Change

Yes, would change 
from SMCA to SMR

Monterey Asilomar State Marine 
Reserve No Take

Onshore and offshore 
fishing common, hook 
and line from nooks 

and crannies; harmful 
tidepooling, tidepool 

take; wildlife 
disturbance common

 Northern boundary at 
Point Pinos is 

confusing, splits rocks 
in half

No change Yes
Fishing/No Fishing 

arrow signs needed at 
Point Pinos

 

Monterey Carmel Pinnacles State 
Marine Reserve No Take Offshore violations 

common No change Yes  

Monterey
Carmel Bay State 

Marine Conservation 
Area

Recreational take of 
finfish. Commercial 

take of giant kelp and 
bull kelp by hand

Intertidal take common, 
including abalone and 

mussels.
 Golf balls go into MPA 
and are not collected.
 Some kelp take at 

Stillwater Cove

No change Yes

Work with Pebble 
Beach on reducing golf 
ball litter either through 
requiring biodegradable 

balls at key holes or 
ensuring balls are 
collected by divers

 

Monterey Point Lobos State 
Marine Reserve No Take

Take occurs.
 Boundaries are 

confusing
No change Yes  

Monterey Point Lobos State 
Marine Reserve No Take Allow restoration/urchin 

culling No
Difficult for 

enforcement/interpretati
on in no-take area

Giant Giant Kelp 
Restoration Project 

(G2KR)
Other

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Edward-F-Ricketts-Lovers-Point-Julia-Platt
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Edward-F-Ricketts-Lovers-Point-Julia-Platt
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Edward-F-Ricketts-Lovers-Point-Julia-Platt
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Edward-F-Ricketts-Lovers-Point-Julia-Platt
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Edward-F-Ricketts-Lovers-Point-Julia-Platt
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Edward-F-Ricketts-Lovers-Point-Julia-Platt
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Edward-F-Ricketts-Lovers-Point-Julia-Platt
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Edward-F-Ricketts-Lovers-Point-Julia-Platt
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Edward-F-Ricketts-Lovers-Point-Julia-Platt
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Edward-F-Ricketts-Lovers-Point-Julia-Platt
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Edward-F-Ricketts-Lovers-Point-Julia-Platt
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Edward-F-Ricketts-Lovers-Point-Julia-Platt
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Edward-F-Ricketts-Lovers-Point-Julia-Platt
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pacific-Grove-Marine-Gardens-Asilomar
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pacific-Grove-Marine-Gardens-Asilomar
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pacific-Grove-Marine-Gardens-Asilomar
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pacific-Grove-Marine-Gardens-Asilomar
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pacific-Grove-Marine-Gardens-Asilomar
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pacific-Grove-Marine-Gardens-Asilomar
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pacific-Grove-Marine-Gardens-Asilomar
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pacific-Grove-Marine-Gardens-Asilomar
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pacific-Grove-Marine-Gardens-Asilomar
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pacific-Grove-Marine-Gardens-Asilomar
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Pacific-Grove-Marine-Gardens-Asilomar
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Carmel-Pinnacles
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Carmel-Pinnacles
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Carmel-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Carmel-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Carmel-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Lobos
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Lobos
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Lobos
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Lobos
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Monterey
Point Lobos State 

Marine Conservation 
Area

Recreational take of 
salmon and albacore 
and the commercial 

take of salmon, 
albacore, and spot 
prawn is allowed

No change Yes  

Monterey Point Sur State Marine 
Reserve No Take

Violations common 
between SMR and 

SMCA, southern corner 
is hard to enforce.

 Abalone case reported

Encompass the whole 
coastline of Point Sur in 

MPA
No Keep boundaries as is Boundary Change

Monterey Point Sur State Marine 
Conservation Area

Recreational and 
commercial take of 

salmon and albacore

Add bluefin tuna to list 
of species allowed for 

take
No Lessens protection Take Allowance 

Change

Monterey Big Creek State Marine 
Reserve No Take L-shape of SMR within 

SMCA is confusing No change Yes  

Monterey Big Creek State Marine 
Conservation Area

Recreational take of 
salmon and albacore. 
Commercial take of 

salmon, albacore and 
spot prawn

Potential unlawful 
fishing off Marine Lab No change Yes  

San Luis Obispo Piedras Blancas State 
Marine Reserve No take

Missing signs. Onshore 
fishing violations 

(poaching mussels at 
Point Sierra Nevada).
 Wildlife disturbance.

 Extreme angle makes 
kayak fishers look like 
they are fishing in SMR

No change Yes

Use boundary images 
on signs to help 

reference angle at 
pullout.

 

San Luis Obispo
Piedras Blancas State 
Marine Conservation 

Area

Recreational and 
commercial take of 

salmon and albacore

Occasional poaching 
observed.

 Fishing for rockfish. No 
albacore, limited 

salmon observed by 
fishers/wardens

No change Yes  

San Luis Obispo Cambria State Marine 
Conservation Area

All recreational take is 
allowed

Harmful tidepooling 
occurring throughout 

MPA.
 Difficult to message 
good tidepooler rules 
without designated 

protections

Add tidepool protection 
language similar to 

Crystal Cove and Dana 
Point SMCAs

Yes

Would make it easier to 
message about 

responsible tidepooling 
and reduce inadvertent 

take

Tools for existing SP 
tidepool docent 

program needed here, 
such as Natural 

Bridges State Park 
tidepool cart

State Parks pending 
review; Environment 

California?

Take Allowance 
Change

San Luis Obispo Cambria State Marine 
Conservation Area

All recreational take is 
allowed

Boundary between 
Cambria SMCA and 
White Rock SMCA is 
confusing, leading to 

accidental poaching by 
kayak fishers putting in 

at boundary at 
Wedgewood

Shift White Rock SMCA 
northern boundary to 

end of neighborhood at 
Lampton Park. Shift 
southern boundary 

south 1/2 mile 
accordingly to not lose 

any protection and 
cover some kelp habitat

Yes

May be some pushback 
from commercial live 
rockfish fishery for 
southern shift but 

recreational anglers in 
support

Environment 
California? Boundary Change

San Luis Obispo Cambria State Marine 
Conservation Area

All recreational take is 
allowed

No commercial take 
allowed but there is an 

existing kelp lease?

Remove kelp lease 209 
OR clarify that lease 

holder cannot harvest 
within Cambria SMCA

Yes

Commercial harvest of 
kelp is incompatible 

with MPA regulations 
that allow recreational 

take only

Environment 
California? Other

San Luis Obispo
White Rock State 

Marine Conservation 
Area

Commercial take of 
giant kelp and bull kelp 

with valid lease

Boundary between 
Cambria SMCA and 
White Rock SMCA is 
confusing, leading to 

accidental poaching of 
kayak fishers putting in 

at boundary at 
Wedgewood

Shift White Rock SMCA 
northern boundary to 

end of neighborhood at 
Lampton Park. Shift 
southern boundary 

south 1/2 mile 
accordingly to not lose 

any protection

Yes

May be some pushback 
from commercial live 
rockfish fishery for 
southern shift but 

recreational anglers in 
support

Environment 
California? Boundary Change

San Luis Obispo
White Rock State 

Marine Conservation 
Area

Commercial take of 
giant kelp and bull kelp 

with valid lease

Prohibit commercial 
take of giant kelp and 

bull kelp with valid 
lease and change to an 

SMR

Yes

Original intent was a 
reserve but there was 

existing kelp lease. 
Current lease holder is 
fine with relinquishing/ 
disallowing take of kelp

Environment 
California?

Take Allowance 
Change

Yes, would change 
from SMCA to SMR

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Lobos
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Lobos
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Lobos
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Sur
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Sur
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Sur
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Sur
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Big-Creek
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Big-Creek
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Big-Creek
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Big-Creek
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Piedras-Blancas
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Piedras-Blancas
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Piedras-Blancas
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Piedras-Blancas
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Piedras-Blancas
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cambria-White-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cambria-White-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cambria-White-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cambria-White-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cambria-White-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cambria-White-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cambria-White-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cambria-White-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cambria-White-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cambria-White-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cambria-White-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cambria-White-Rock
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San Luis Obispo
Morro Bay State Marine 

Recreational 
Management Area

Waterfowl hunting 
allowed. Recreational 
take of finfish north of 

line at Pasadena Point. 
Aquaculture allowed

Poaching occurs at 
southern side that does 
not allow take of finfish. 
Line is confusing and 
unclear on maps and 
outreach materials.
 Illegal invertebrate 

take (e.g., sea stars at 
jetty, ghost shrimp at 

Windy Cove).
 Signs needed at blue 

pier

Shift no fishing 
boundary 150 yds north 

to public access at 
Pasadena Park 

(between Santa Ysabel 
and Baywood Way)

Yes

Makes it easier for 
county to manage and 

educate more 
accurately about 

fishing/no fishing line

Signs needed, 
especially at Blue Pier. 
County can install sign 

at Pasadena Park

Boundary Change

San Luis Obispo
Morro Bay State Marine 

Recreational 
Management Area

Waterfowl hunting 
allowed. Recreational 
take of finfish north of 

line at Pasadena Point. 
Aquaculture allowed

Hunting “within” a bird 
sanctuary (City of 

Morro Bay) is 
confusing, safety 

concerns for paddlers 
with increased visitors 

who are unaware 
hunting is allowed. 

Concern about safety 
issues around hunting 
around neighborhoods. 

Trampling of plants 
occur on shoreline in 

Baywood Park.

No change to 
regulations at this time Yes

Important hunting area. 
Confusion should be 
addressed through 

outreach

Overlay hunting map 
on SMRMA for 

outreach purposes
 Mixed message 

signs/more education 
needed about estuary 
impacts/erosion: “tread 

lightly” in Los Osos

 

San Luis Obispo Morro Bay State Marine 
Reserve No Take

Some hunting 
violations, hugging line; 

Boardwalks work to 
protect birds! Might be 
good to have one at 
Baywood Park at 1st 

Street

No change (reluctantly) Yes

Some desire to extend 
SMR west and into 
bottom part of bay 
beneath Baywood 

Peninsula but do not 
want to impede on 

aquaculture

More education and 
outreach needed  

San Luis Obispo Point Buchon State 
Marine Reserve No Take

Regular poaching 
offshore, trolling, and 
stopping to drop a line 

in water.
 Busiest MPA in SLO, 

most violations 
observed/cited

Move northern 
boundary to actual 

Point Buchon
Yes

Clearer boundary for 
fishers coming from 

Port San Luis

Boundary marker 
needed here. Make 

“flagpole” more visible 
(hang flag?) if boundary 

doesn’t change

State Parks pending 
review Boundary Change

San Luis Obispo
Point Buchon State 

Marine Conservation 
Area

Recreational and 
commercial take of 

salmon and albacore 
allowed

Regular poaching, 
rockfish and lingcod, 
maybe some squid 

boats?

No change Yes  

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Vandenberg SMR No Take

Vandenberg Space 
Force Base (VSFB) 
allows active-duty 

officers, their 
dependents/families, 
and guests to fish off 

Vandenberg. Leads to 
confusion since 

officially a no-take area. 
Regulations should 
match take allowed. 
Petition has been 

submitted by City of 
Lompoc to allow shore 
fishing at Surf Beach

Change designation to 
SMCA that allows hook 
and line for finfish from 

shore only

Yes

Would increase actual 
protection due to past 5 

Base Commanders’ 
decision to allow all 

legal take on base and 
would address equity 
concerns by allowing 

access for non-military 
at Surf Beach

Greg Helms to propose 
intertidal ribbon

Take Allowance 
Change

Yes, would change 
from SMR to SMCA

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Vandenberg SMR No Take

Revaluate MOA with 
VSFB that is being 

interpreted as allowing 
for full military 

recreational take in a 
no-take SMR

No, not needed if 
designation is changed 

to SMCA

Vandenberg 
conservation officer will 
enforce updated take 

regs on military 
personnel

Other

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Point Conception SMR No Take

Recent groundfish 
case. Difficult for 

enforcement to access 
from land through 

Dangermond Preserve. 
M2 radar at Pt. 

Conception shows a lot 
of boating activity, may 

be surf related

No change Yes

Provide continued 
support for M2 radar 
with ground truthing 

and continued 
coordination/info 
sharing between 

agencies

 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Morro-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Morro-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Morro-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Morro-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Morro-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Morro-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Morro-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Morro-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Buchon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Buchon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Buchon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Buchon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Buchon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Vandenberg
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Vandenberg
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Conception


County MPA Current Regs 
Summarized

Compliance concerns 
and/or management 
problem identified

Regulation 
Recommendation for 
Adaptive Management

Consensus? Justification
Supporting 

Management 
Suggestion

Petitioner Lead Contact Information Recommendation 
Category

Designation 
Change?

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Kashtayit SMCA

Rec take of finfish, 
invertebrates (except 

rock scallops and 
mussels) and giant kelp 
by hand harvest. Santa 
Ynez band of Chumash 

exempt

Illegal and dangerous 
access down the bluffs 

on Gaviota. Fishing 
without a license. 

Access issues for pier 
fishers with Gaviota 

pier closed. Difficult to 
interpret regulations

Reword regulations for 
clarity of outreach: 

“Recreational take of 
finfish, invertebrates, 

and giant kelp allowed”

Yes

Simpler regulations will 
make outreach easier, 
increasing compliance, 
with minimal impacts to 

the resources

Have FGC/State push 
for pier repair at 
Gaviota Pier (SB 

County/State Parks) for 
safety/access reasons

State Parks pending 
review/Greg Helms Language Change Section 100 change

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Naples SMCA

Rec take by 
spearfishing of white 
seabass and pelagic 
finfish. Commercial 
take of giant kelp by 
hand or mechanical 
harvest. Santa Ynez 
Band of Chumash 

exempt

Hook and line fishing 
and access issues 

occur here, and most 
days there are at least 
two vehicles for fishing 
or surfing parked near 
Naples. Impact to hook 

and line fishers

Add hook and line to 
allowed method of take No

Numbers/impact/level 
of take different 

between hook and line 
and spearfishing. 
Would drastically 
reduce protection

Take Allowance 
Change

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)

Campus Point No-Take 
SMCA No Take

Onshore and offshore 
hook and line fishing 

continues to be 
observed

Change purple to red 
for outreach purposes Yes

Easier to explain “no 
take” if consistent with 

red SMR
Greg Helms Other

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)

Goleta Slough No-Take 
SMCA No Take

Trespassing (e.g., 
illegal swimming, dogs). 

People occasionally 
use nets to fish here 

and/or fish off bridges 
at the finger boundaries 
of the slough. Dumping 
of sediment still occurs 

in Goleta Bay

Consider water quality 
designation for Goleta 

Bay
Yes

Goleta Bay is between 
two MPAs and there is 

a need to address 
impacts of sediment 

dumping to subsistence 
fishers off Goleta Pier

Greg Helms Other

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)

Goleta Slough No-Take 
SMCA No Take Change purple to red 

for outreach purposes Yes
Easier to explain “no 

take” if consistent with 
red SMR

Greg Helms Other

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)

Richardson Rock 
SFMR No Take No change Yes  

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)

San Miguel Island 
Special Closure

Allowance for sea 
urchin divers between 
Castle Rock and Judith 

Rock SMR western 
boundary (Point 

Bennet) between 3/15-
4/30 and 10/1-12/15.

Commercial urchin 
poaching. Purpose to 
reduce disturbance to 

pinniped populations. Is 
closure still necessary? 
Point Bennet has one 
of the largest pinniped 
(six species) rookeries 
on the West Coast of 

North America

Revaluate need for 
special closure (SC); 
Clean up language to 

address confusion 
between 300 yards 

describing SC and 100 
yards keeping boats 

from whole Island 102 
A.1.(a)

Yes M2 radar at NMFS 
marine mammal station Greg Helms Language Change

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Harris Point SFMR No Take

CDFW sees some 
fishers that are taking 
from shore, although it 

is not common

No change Yes
Use land-based range 

markers (e.g., O & K) to 
mark boundaries

 

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Judith Rock SFMR No Take No change Yes

Use land-based range 
markers (e.g., O & K) to 

mark boundaries
 

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Carrington Point SMR No Take Confusing angle 

relative to pier No change Yes NPS outreach on angle 
has been good

More permanent 
boundary 

markers/signage is 
needed

 

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Skunk Point SMR No Take

Difficult to determine 
how far offshore boats 

are (in or out)
No change Yes  

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
South Point SFMR No Take No change Yes  

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Painted Cave SMCA

Rec take of spiny 
lobster and pelagic 

finfish

People are taking non-
pelagic fish species, 
rockfish, California 

sheephead, and live 
fish

No change Yes  

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Gull Island SFMR No Take

Have state discuss with 
NMS changing federal 
area to FMCA to allow 

for take of pelagics

No More data/justification 
needed

Take Allowance 
Change

Yes, would turn 
federal MRs into 

federal MCAs. No 
consensus

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Kashtayit
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Naples
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Campus-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Campus-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Goleta-Slough
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Goleta-Slough
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Goleta-Slough
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Goleta-Slough
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Richardson-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Richardson-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Judith-Rock-San-Miguel-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Judith-Rock-San-Miguel-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Harris-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Judith-Rock-San-Miguel-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Carrington-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Skunk-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/South-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Painted-Cave
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Gull-Island


County MPA Current Regs 
Summarized

Compliance concerns 
and/or management 
problem identified

Regulation 
Recommendation for 
Adaptive Management

Consensus? Justification
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Management 
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Petitioner Lead Contact Information Recommendation 
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Designation 
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Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Scorpion SFMR No Take

Fishing/take in little 
coves at eastern 

boundaries. Lobster 
traps

No change Yes
More on-island 

enforcement presence 
needed

 

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)

Anacapa Island Special 
Closure

No net or trap may be 
used in waters less 
than 20 feet deep. 

Brown Pelican closure 
from Portuguese Rock 
to Frenchy's Cove 1/1-

10/31

Brown pelican area 
makes it difficult for 
Island Packers and 

others to land legally at 
Frenchy’s

Add exemption to allow 
access/landing 
Frenchy’s Cove

Yes

Intent was to allow 
landing at Frenchy’s 
Cove but aligning 

brown pelican closure 
with SMR/SMCA 

boundary closed off 
access to safe landing

Greg Helms Allowed Activity 
Change

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)

Anacapa Island Special 
Closure

No net or trap may be 
used in waters less 
than 20 feet deep. 

Brown Pelican closure 
from Portuguese Rock 
to Frenchy's Cove 1/1-

10/32

Depth hard to enforce 
due to sheer drop off 

from island

Reassess need for 
Special Closure and 
consider removing if 

not justified

Yes

May only need brown 
pelican closure rather 
than full island special 

closure to protect 
seabirds

Greg Helms Allowed Activity 
Change

Yes, would remove 
special closure

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)

Anacapa Island 
SFMCA

Rec take of spiny 
lobster and pelagic 
finfish. Commercial 

take of spiny lobster. 
Santa Ynez Band of 

Chumash exempt

Confusion regarding 
what “pelagic” means 
may lead to unlawful 

take

No change Yes Outreach needed 
around pelagics  

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Anacapa Island SFMR No Take Violations for unlawful 

take No change Yes  

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Footprint SFMR No Take

Lots of violations. Boats 
drift in because they 

cannot anchor

Have state discuss with 
NMS changing federal 
area to FMCA to allow 

for take of pelagics

No More data/justification 
needed

Take Allowance 
Change

Yes, would turn 
federal MRs into 

federal MCAs. No 
consensus

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)
Begg Rock SMR No Take

The MPA violations 
here are commercial 

and come from 
experienced mariners

No change Yes  

Santa Barbara and 
Ventura (Santa Barbara 

Channel)

Santa Barbara Island 
SFMR No Take

Osborne Bank. 
CPFV/commercial 
lobster poaching. 

Overlapping 
jurisdictions

Have state discuss with 
NMS changing federal 
area to FMCA to allow 

for take of pelagics

No More data/justification 
needed

M2 radar needed to 
monitor remote MPA

Take Allowance 
Change

Yes, would turn 
federal MRs into 

federal MCAs. No 
consensus

Los Angeles (Mainland) Point Dume SMCA

Rec take by 
spearfishing of white 
seabass and pelagic 
finfish. Commercial 
take of swordfish by 
harpoon and coastal 
pelagic species by 

round haul net, brail 
gear, and light boat. 
Santa Ynez band 

exempt

Frequent 
noncompliance with 
MPAs and limited 

enforcement

Delete allowance for 
commercial take of 

Swordfish by harpoon
Yes

Swordfish fishing does 
not occur that close to 

shore

Additional enforcement 
personnel/efforts are 

needed

State Parks pending 
review; Heal the Bay

Take Allowance 
Change

Los Angeles (Mainland) Point Dume SMCA

Rec take by 
spearfishing of white 
seabass and pelagic 
finfish. Commercial 
take of swordfish by 
harpoon and coastal 
pelagic species by 

round haul net, brail 
gear, and light boat. 
Santa Ynez band 

exempt

Allow hook and line 
fishing for allowed 

method of take of white 
seabass and pelagic 

finfish

No
Lessening of 

protection/unclear 
impacts

Take Allowance 
Change

Los Angeles (Mainland) Point Dume SMR No Take

Angle of eastern 
boundary is 

confusing/extends due 
west and is close to 

shore

No change Yes

Use of surveyed 
boundary images in 
outreach can help 

address confusion with 
eastern boundary at 

Paradise Cove

 

Los Angeles (Mainland) Point Vicente No-Take 
SMCA No Take

Frequent 
noncompliance with 
MPAs and limited 

enforcement

No change Yes
Additional enforcement 
personnel/efforts are 

needed
 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Scorpion
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Anacapa-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Anacapa-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Anacapa-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Anacapa-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Anacapa-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Anacapa-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Anacapa-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Footprint
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Begg-Rock
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Santa-Barbara-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Santa-Barbara-Island
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Dume
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Dume
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Dume
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Vicente-Abalone-Cove
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Vicente-Abalone-Cove
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Summarized

Compliance concerns 
and/or management 
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Regulation 
Recommendation for 
Adaptive Management

Consensus? Justification
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Management 
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Petitioner Lead Contact Information Recommendation 
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Designation 
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Los Angeles (Mainland) Point Vicente No-Take 
SMCA No Take

Confusion of 
significance of purple 

designation

Keep allowance for 
maintenance but 

change color from 
purple to red for ease 
of public interpretation

Yes
Easier to explain “no 

take” if consistent with 
red SMR

Other

Los Angeles (Mainland) Abalone Cove SMCA

Rec take by 
spearfishing of white 
seabass and pelagic 
finfish; and market 

squid by hand-held dip 
net. Commercial take of 
swordfish by harpoon 
and coastal pelagic 

species by round haul 
net, brail gear, and light 

boat

Harmful tidepooling 
impacts/take from 

tidepools. Frequent 
noncompliance with 
MPAs and limited 

enforcement

Delete allowance for 
commercial take of 

swordfish by harpoon
Yes

Swordfish fishing does 
not occur that close to 

shore

Additional enforcement 
personnel/efforts are 

needed
Heal the Bay Take Allowance 

Change

Los Angeles (Mainland) Abalone Cove SMCA

Rec take by 
spearfishing of white 
seabass and pelagic 
finfish; and market 

squid by hand-held dip 
net. Commercial take of 
swordfish by harpoon 
and coastal pelagic 

species by round haul 
net, brail gear, and light 

boat

Allow hook and line 
fishing for allowed 

method of take of white 
seabass and pelagic 

finfish

No
Lessening of 

protection/unclear 
impacts

Take Allowance 
Change

Los Angeles (Catalina 
Island)

Arrow Point to Lion 
Head Point SMCA

All rec and commercial 
take allowed. Take of 

invertebrates prohibited

Poaching lobster and 
abalone. Hoop nets. 
Difficult to identify 

1,000 feet from shore 
at Indian/Endemic Rock

No change Yes

Need for a locally 
managed (research) 

buoy to mark 1,000 feet 
point

 

Los Angeles (Catalina 
Island)

Blue Cavern Onshore 
No-Take SMCA

No Take. No anchor 
area in original refuge 

boundaries

Fishing/using hoop nets 
close to shore at Big 

Fisherman Cove. 
Poaching at Yellowtail 
Point and Bird Rock; 
Confusion around no 

anchor zone

Change purple to red 
for outreach purposes

Yes, only if all current 
maintenance/access 

activities are still 
allowed

Easier to explain “no 
take” if consistent with 

red SMR

Need for some 
boundary marker at 

Yellowtail Point. MPA 
Watch transect would 

help identify use/ 
compliance issues here

Other

Los Angeles (Catalina 
Island)

Blue Cavern Offshore 
SMCA

Rec take of pelagic 
finfish by hook and line 
and spearfishing and 

white seabass by 
spearfishing and 

market squid by hand 
held dip net. 

Commercial take of 
pelagic finfish by hook 
and line and swordfish 

by harpoon

Take via illegal gear 
types No change Yes  

Los Angeles (Catalina 
Island) Long Point SMR No Take

Trolling through MPA 
occurs. Misconception 
that MPA is only close 
to shore. Rental boats 
go past Long Point and 

fish

Make a distance from 
shore rather than 

lat/long for ease of 
outreach. Cut off corner 
and flip and move west 
(offshore) to maintain 

size

Yes

Clearer outreach to 
trollers to stay certain 

distance from shore, IF 
maintains size

Boundary Change

Los Angeles (Catalina 
Island) Lover’s Cove SMCA

Rec take by hook and 
line from the Cabrillo 

Mole is allowed. 
Feeding fish allowed

Fishing from shore at 
the ramp near the 

Mole. Angle is difficult 
at eastern boundary. 
Food torpedoes are 

shot from tourist subs 
to attract fish to 

windows

Remove allowance for 
feeding of fish Yes

Against intent of MLPA, 
affecting behavior of 
fish/habitat; public 
safety issue as fish 

become more 
aggressive and bite

Allowed Activity 
Change

Los Angeles (Catalina 
Island)

Casino Point No-Take 
SMCA

No Take. Feeding fish 
allowed

Boundaries don’t match 
dive park buoys. 

Feeding fish may be 
incompatible use. 40-
50’ depth at MPA line.

Remove allowance for 
feeding of fish. Yes

Against intent of MLPA, 
affecting behavior of 
fish/habitat; public 
safety issue as fish 

become more 
aggressive and bite

Might need to utilize a 
weaning off process for 
fish used to being fed

Allowed Activity 
Change

Los Angeles (Catalina 
Island)

Casino Point No-Take 
SMCA

No Take. Feeding fish 
allowed

Change purple to red 
for outreach purposes 

for outreach
Yes

Easier to explain “no 
take” if consistent with 

red SMR
Other

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Vicente-Abalone-Cove
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Vicente-Abalone-Cove
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Vicente-Abalone-Cove
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Point-Vicente-Abalone-Cove
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Arrow-Point-to-Lion-Head-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Arrow-Point-to-Lion-Head-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Blue-Cavern
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Blue-Cavern
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Blue-Cavern
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Blue-Cavern
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Long-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Lovers-Cove
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Casino-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Casino-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Casino-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Casino-Point
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Adaptive Management

Consensus? Justification
Supporting 

Management 
Suggestion
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Los Angeles (Catalina 
Island)

Farnsworth Onshore 
SMCA

Rec take by 
spearfishing of white 
seabass and pelagic 
finfish; marline, tunas 
and dorado by trolling 
and market squid by 
hand held dip net. 

Commercial take of 
swordfish by harpoon, 

coastal pelagics by 
roundhaul net, brail 
gear and light boat

More difficult to assess 
whether poaching is 

occurring on the 
backside. 

Challenging/confusing 
for fishers

No change Yes

More outreach to 
fishers needed on why 
deep habitat/fish are 

protected here

 

Los Angeles (Catalina 
Island)

Farnsworth Offshore 
SMCA

Rec take of pelagic 
finfish by hook and line 

or by spearfishing; 
white seabass by 

spearfishing; marlin, 
tunas and dorado by 
trolling and market 

squid by hand held dip 
net. Commercial take of 
swordfish by harpoon, 

coastal pelagics by 
roundhaul net, brail 
gear and light boat

CPFVs (party boats) 
are seen illegally 

fishing in Farnsworth 
Offshore SMCA, 

moving out if they see 
the CDFW patrol boat 

approaching. Regs 
restricting take of 
rockfish can be 
confusing for 

fishers/challenging to 
prove rockfish on board 

was taken outside

No change Yes  

Los Angeles (Catalina 
Island) Cat Harbor SMCA

Rec take of finfish by 
hook and line or by 

spearfishing, market 
squid by hook and line, 
and spiny lobster and 

sea urchin. Commercial 
take of sea cucumbers 

by diving only and 
spiny lobster and sea 
urchin. Aquaculture of 

finfish

Some take of 
undersized fish No change Yes  

Orange Bolsa Bay SMCA

Rec take of finfish by 
hook and line from 
shore in designated 

areas only

Confusion between 
Bolsa Bay and Bolsa 

Chica Basin MPAs

Potentially combine 
Bolsa Bay with Bolsa 
Chica Basin MPAs?

No
State Lands 

requirement to have 
fishing

Boundary Change
Yes, would change 

from SMCA to SMR. 
No consensus

Orange Bolsa Chica Basin No-
Take SMCA

No Take. Allows for 
maintenance of artificial 

structures

Water management 
infrastructure is failing - 

needs management 
and repairs. Shoaling 

and potential closing of 
inlet - need cost 

effective alternative to 
dredging and $ to 
implement. Could 
ultimately change 

boundaries of MPAs

MPA should cover all 
waters in ecological 

reserve. Move 
northeastern boundary 

to Graham

Yes

Makes enforcement 
easier so CDFW can 

cite for unlawful fishing 
using 632 instead of no 

trespassing

OC Coastkeeper Wendy Berube Boundary Change

Orange Bolsa Chica Basin No-
Take SMCA

No Take. Allows for 
maintenance of artificial 

structures

Confusion between 
Bolsa Bay and Bolsa 

Chica Basin MPA 
regulations and 
whether take is 
allowed. Bridge 
inconsistency

Change purple to red 
for outreach purposes Yes

Easier to explain “no 
take” if consistent with 

red SMR
OC Coastkeeper Wendy Berube Other

Orange Upper Newport Bay 
SMCA

Rec take of finfish by 
hook and line from 
shore in designated 

areas only

Ecological Reserve and 
MPA overlapping 

jurisdiction. Fishing 
from floats by PCH 
bridge and using gill 
nets at Jamboree 

Bridge; kayak fishing

No change Yes

Harbor and estuary 
signs needed at 
Newport Dunes. 

Additional enforcement 
personnel/efforts are 

needed

 

Orange Crystal Cove SMCA

Rec take of finfish by 
hook and line or by 

spearfishing and spiny 
lobster and sea urchin. 
Commercial take of sea 
urchin, spiny lobster by 

trap, and coastal 
pelagic species by 

round haul net, brail 
gear and light boat

Harmful tidepooling and 
undersized lobster. 
Nighttime poaching. 
Angle is difficult at 
southern boundary

Better define tidepool 
definition to encompass 
rocky intertidal habitat

Yes

“Area encompassing 
the rocky pools” is 
confusing, makes it 

sounds like it is only the 
pools, not intertidal 

zone when dry

Night vision for State 
Parks officers to 

address nighttime 
poaching

State Parks pending 
review; OC 
Coastkeeper

Wendy Berube Language Change

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Farnsworth
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Farnsworth
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Farnsworth
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Farnsworth
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cat-Harbor
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Bolsa-Bay-Bolsa-Chica-Basin
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Bolsa-Bay-Bolsa-Chica-Basin
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Bolsa-Bay-Bolsa-Chica-Basin
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Bolsa-Bay-Bolsa-Chica-Basin
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Bolsa-Bay-Bolsa-Chica-Basin
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Upper-Newport-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Upper-Newport-Bay
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Crystal-Cove
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Orange Crystal Cove SMCA

Rec take of finfish by 
hook and line or by 

spearfishing and spiny 
lobster and sea urchin. 
Commercial take of sea 
urchin, spiny lobster by 

trap, and coastal 
pelagic species by 

round haul net, brail 
gear and light boat

Add “non-living, 
geological or cultural” 

marine resource to 
tidepool take prohibition 

for consistency with 
632(a)1(C)

Yes
Clarifies tidepool 

protections to include 
rocks and shells

State Parks pending 
review; OC 
Coastkeeper

Wendy Berube Language Change

Orange Laguna Beach SMR No Take

Poaching in 
gated/private 

communities; angle is 
difficult at northern 

boundary

No change Yes

More enforcement 
needed in private 

community. Bring back 
community 

scientist/anglers (i.e., 
CCFRP) to OC

 

Orange Laguna Beach No-Take 
SMCA

No Take. Maintenance 
allowed

Angle is difficult at 
southern boundary

Change purple to red 
for outreach purposes Yes

Easier to explain “no 
take” if consistent with 

red SMR

Produce map that has 
layer that shows 

allowed 
maintenance/artificial 

structures and scientific 
take

OC Coastkeeper Wendy Berube Other

Orange Dana Point SMCA

Rec take of finfish by 
hook and line or by 

spearfishing and spiny 
lobster and sea urchin. 
Commercial take of sea 
urchin, spiny lobster by 

trap, and coastal 
pelagic species by 

round haul net, brail 
gear and light boat. 
Tidepools protected

Fishing without a 
license. Night poaching 

at 3 Arch. Take of 
limpets at north end. 

Shift in fishing 
pressure. Angle is 
difficult at southern 
boundary. Harmful 

tidepooling

Add “non-living, 
geological or cultural” 

marine resource to 
tidepool take prohibition 

for consistency with 
632(a)1(C)

Yes
Clarifies tidepool 

protections to include 
rocks and shells

OC Coastkeeper Wendy Berube Language Change

Orange Dana Point SMCA

Rec take of finfish by 
hook and line or by 

spearfishing and spiny 
lobster and sea urchin. 
Commercial take of sea 
urchin, spiny lobster by 

trap, and coastal 
pelagic species by 

round haul net, brail 
gear and light boat. 
Tidepools protected

Better define tidepool 
definition to encompass 
rocky intertidal habitat 

or utilize a different 
term.

Yes

Tidepools are specific 
to pools but intertidal 

habitats protected can 
be free of pools in 
some cases. “Area 
encompassing the 

rocky pools”  is unclear 
whether all rocky 

intertidal habitat is 
included here.

OC Coastkeeper Wendy Berube Language Change

San Diego Batiquitos Lagoon No-
Take SMCA

No take. Boating, 
swimming, wading and 

diving prohibited

Confusion between 
ecological reserve 

regulations west of 5 
and MPA regulations 

east of 5

Expand SMCA west of 
I-5 bridge to 

encompass all of 
ecological reserve

No
Expands MPA size, 

unclear on impacts to 
recreational fishing

Boundary Change

San Diego Batiquitos Lagoon No-
Take SMCA

No take. Boating, 
swimming, wading and 

diving prohibited

Change to blue SMCA 
with designated fishing 

areas
Maybe

If does not reduce 
fishing opportunities 
under I-5 and 101 
bridges, or lessen 
existing protections

Take Allowance 
Change

Yes, would change 
from No-Take SMCA 

to SMCA

San Diego Batiquitos Lagoon No-
Take SMCA

No take. Boating, 
swimming, wading and 

diving prohibited

Change purple to red 
for outreach purposes if 
boundaries remain the 

same

Yes
Easier to explain “no 

take” if consistent with 
red SMR

Other

San Diego Swami’s SMCA

Rec take by hook and 
line from shore and rec 
take by spearfishing of 

white seabass and 
pelagic finfish

Harmful tidepooling, 
especially at Seaside 
reef. Enforcement for 
take of lobster is hard 
at southern boundary 

since it splits 2 
jurisdictions and the 
reef (hard to know 

where they are actually 
taking from and who is 

responsible for 
enforcing what.)

Move southern 
boundary to 

jurisdictional boundary 
between State Parks 
and City of Solana 

Beach for full tidepool 
protection of reef

No

Increases size of MPA, 
reducing fishing 
access, and may 

impact take of halibut

Boundary Change

San Diego Swami’s SMCA

Rec take by hook and 
line from shore and rec 
take by spearfishing of 

white seabass and 
pelagic finfish

Shift entire shape south 
(lifeguard tower to 

state/Solana Beach line 
to cover tidepool on 

south side)

Yes

Compromise. Keeps 
same size MPA but 
covers impacted 
tidepool area on 

southern boundary. 
Lifeguard tower clear 
boundary at north end

State Parks pending 
review; Wildcoast Boundary Change

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Crystal-Cove
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Laguna-Beach
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Laguna-Beach
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Laguna-Beach
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Dana-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Dana-Point
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Batiquitos-Lagoon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Batiquitos-Lagoon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Batiquitos-Lagoon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Batiquitos-Lagoon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Batiquitos-Lagoon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Batiquitos-Lagoon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Swamis-San-Elijo-Lagoon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Swamis-San-Elijo-Lagoon
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San Diego San Elijo Lagoon No 
Take SMCA

No take. Boating, 
swimming, wading and 

diving prohibited

Lots of people fishing at 
entrance to San Elijo 
lagoon under bridge 

and in channel

Move boundary to west 
side of the bridge 
(prohibiting fishing 

under the bridge) as 
long as 

accommodations are 
allowed for dredging

Yes

Signs are currently 
posted on west side of 

bridge to prohibit 
people from entering 
the San Elijo Lagoon. 

Makes outreach clearer

State Parks pending 
review; Wildcoast Boundary Change

San Diego San Elijo Lagoon No 
Take SMCA

No take. Boating, 
swimming, wading and 

diving prohibited

Change purple to red 
for outreach purposes Yes

Easier to explain “no 
take” if consistent with 

red SMR
Other

San Diego San Dieguito Lagoon 
SMCA

Rec take of finfish by 
hook and line from 

shore. Boating, 
swimming, wading and 

diving prohibited

Confusion between 
ecological reserve 

boundaries and 
regulations and MPA 

boundaries and 
regulations. 

Speculation that extent 
of water has changed 

since restoration. 
Original intent of 632 

was to align with 630 in 
overlapping waters. 
Non-MPA areas are 

more restrictive which 
leads to confusion

Have MPA cover all 
water within ecological 

reserve.
Need more information

Check with Joint Power 
authority because 

would lessen 
protections if SMCA 

(that allows fishing) is 
expanded to all state 

waters

Sea level rise impacts 
should be considered Boundary Change

San Diego San Diego-Scripps 
Coastal SMCA

Rec take of coastal 
pelagic species, except 
market squid, by hook 

and line only

Harmful tidepooling. 
People using gear 
types for fishing for 
species other than 

coastal pelagics but 
gear type cannot 

assume intent. Makes 
enforcement difficult. 
Also safety concerns 
with surf casters into 

high use swim/surf area

Add, “except from 
shore” to prohibit surf 

hook and line
Yes

Surf fishing from shore 
causes safety concerns 
(hooks getting caught 
on surfers/swimmers). 
Still allows kayakers to 
fish for bait fish on way 
out, which was original 

intent

Take Allowance 
Change

San Diego Matlahuayl SMR No Take

Harmful tidepooling. 
Kayak fishing. Caves 
are being defaced/ 

graffitied

Add place name (La 
Jolla) to traditional 
Kumeyaay name 

(Matlahuayl)

No

Keep Kumeyaay name 
only for Tribal 

acknowledgement. 
Would also add 

confusion between 
other La Jolla MPAs

More focused patrols 
on caves in La Jolla to 

address 
littering/defacement of 

MPA

Language Change

San Diego South La Jolla SMR No Take

Most highly cited MPA. 
Poaching of lobster and 

offshore fishing. 
Harmful tidepooling. 

Challenges of parking 
and access (coastline 
related challenges due 

to sea level rise, 
climate disturbance)

No change Yes
Focus on local 

management/outreach/
enforcement

Need for more focus on 
tidepools (outreach/ 
enforcement). More 

staff for allied agencies 
to help enforce. 

Encourage city to 
maintain safe 

accessways and deal 
with coastal erosion 

problems. More 
education on marine 
mammal disturbance

 

San Diego South La Jolla SMCA
Rec take of pelagic 

finfish by hook and line 
only

No change Yes  

San Diego Famosa Slough No 
Take SMCA No Take

Homeless 
encampments. 

Construction run-off. 
Dogs and cats 
disturbing birds

Change purple to red 
for outreach purposes Yes

Easier to explain “no 
take” if consistent with 

red SMR
Other

San Diego Cabrillo SMR No Take

Harmful tidepooling. 
Offshore boats but NPS 
unable to contact other 

than through 
megaphone

Work with Kumeyaay to 
rename MPA to 

traditional Kumeyaay 
name

Yes
Kumeyaay name exists 
for this location. Need 

to confirm spelling

Additional enforcement 
personnel/efforts are 

needed
Language Change

San Diego Tijuana River Estuary 
SMCA

Rec take of coastal 
pelagic species, except 
market squid, by hand 

held dip net. 
Commercial take of 

coastal pelagics, 
except market squid by 

round haul net

Difficult take 
regulations to interpret 
in the field and take by 
hand held dip net not 
really occurring, per 

Imperial Beach 
lifeguards

No change  

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Swamis-San-Elijo-Lagoon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Swamis-San-Elijo-Lagoon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Swamis-San-Elijo-Lagoon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Swamis-San-Elijo-Lagoon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/San-Dieguito-Lagoon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/San-Dieguito-Lagoon
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/San-Diego-Scripps-Coastal-Matlahuayl
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/San-Diego-Scripps-Coastal-Matlahuayl
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/San-Diego-Scripps-Coastal-Matlahuayl
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/South-La-Jolla
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/South-La-Jolla
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Famosa-Slough
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Famosa-Slough
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Cabrillo
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Tijuana-River-Mouth
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs/Tijuana-River-Mouth

	Tolowa Dee
	FGC_regulation_petition_TDN
	Tolowa Dee
	Petition Rationale_rm
	Tolowa Dee
	MPA Collaborative Vetted Regulation Recommendations - Sheet1

