Minimum Standards for Baseline Conditions Report

The Baseline Conditions Report (Baseline Report) must satisfy the requirements set forth in the Grant Agreement of which this Exhibit C is a part and contain at least the following information:

1.
Date.  Date Baseline Report was prepared.
2.
Preparer Information.  Identity and qualifications of preparer(s) that demonstrates their experience, education and expertise relevant to the resources, features and characteristics being documented, the Conservation Values and purposes of the Conservation Easement and the tasks necessary to prepare the Baseline Report.
3.
Ownership Information.  Name(s) and contact information of current Landowner.
4.
Description of Property.  General location and setting, natural features, current and historic land uses, presence and description of all improvements and other man-made features on the Property relevant to the purposes and terms of the Conservation Easement.
5.
Resources and Conservation Values.  Detailed description of the resources and Conservation Values of the Property, including all relevant features and conditions of the Conservation Values necessary to establish a baseline from which to monitor and enforce the Conservation Easement.  The description may include ecological, scenic, historic, and landscape components, such as wildlife habitat, ecological, agricultural, historical, forested and/or open-space features and uses, and is to be provided using information sources and methodologies appropriate to the resources, features and conditions being addressed. Descriptions should be sufficiently detailed to allow for meaningful future comparisons.  
6.
Maps.  Appropriate survey maps, such as from the United States Geological Survey, which identify the property lines.  One or more maps that describe the boundary of each conservation easement area and the location of the conservation easement area(s) within the entire Property.  The baseline maps should also depict the features of the Property that are relevant to the administration, monitoring and enforcement of the Conservation Easement.  Relevant features may include improvements and other man-made attributes (e.g., roads, fences, gravel pits), topography, vegetative cover, soil types, etc., as well as the site(s) of specific resources and Conservation Values protected by the Conservation Easement (e.g., protected vegetation, wildlife habitats, natural or scenic features).  Mapping should be produced to a technical standard suitable for electronic reproduction and transmission, as appropriate, and at a scale adequate to accurately depict the elements to be included.  All mapping should be dated and identify the party responsible for preparing the mapping information.

7.
Photographs.  Photographs taken at appropriate points on the Property to document the baseline condition of the Property, the Conservation Values and resources protected by the Conservation Easement, and other features of the Property that are relevant to the administration, monitoring and enforcement of the Conservation Easement, including aerial photographs as appropriate.  With each photograph, text should be provided identifying the date of the photograph, the photographer, and what the photograph depicts.  The geographic location from which each photograph was taken should be accurately recorded on a scaled map, with a directional arrow indicating the orientation of each photograph.   An appropriate number of baseline photographs representing the purposes and Conservation Values of the project should be selected to serve as photo monitoring points designed to document significant changes over time or changes from the Baseline Report.
8.
Certifications.  Signed acknowledgment from Landowner and Grantee that the Baseline Conditions Report is a complete and accurate representation of the condition of the Property at the time the Conservation Easement is granted.
9.
Conservation Easement.  Copy of the recorded Conservation Easement.
