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Today’s Item Information ☒ Action ☐ 

The Department will highlight items of note since the last Commission meeting. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A) 

Background 

The Department will provide a verbal update on items of interest since the last Commission 
meeting. 

Three news releases of potential interest are provided as exhibits 1-2. 

Significant Public Comments (N/A) 

Recommendation (N/A) 

Exhibits 

1. CDFW news: CDFW Introduces License Application for Mobile Devices, dated 
March 20, 2024 

2. CDFW news: CDFW Seeks Artists to Enter Annual California Duck Stamp Art Contest, 
dated March 20, 2024 

Motion (N/A) 
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CDFW Introduces License Application for Mobile Devices 

  

March 20, 2024 

 
Media Note: A link to download fishing and mobile app video is available at the bottom of the 
page. 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is pleased to announce the launch of the 
CDFW License App for mobile devices. 

The new application allows residents and nonresidents to display California sport fishing 
licenses and validations on their mobile phones and other mobile devices in lieu of a physical 
license. 

Users may also download and view various CDFW online resources, including hunting and 
fishing regulations booklets, the Fish Planting Schedule and access the Online License Sales and 
Services website. 

Users can download the application on their mobile devices through the Apple App 
Store or Google Play Store or by accessing the direct download links from CDFW’s License App 
web page. 
Following the successful rollout of the CDFW License App, hunting licenses and related hunting 
validations will be added to the mobile display options as early as mid-2024. 

“We sometimes think progress moves too slowly, but the Department of Fish and Wildlife has 
moved full-speed ahead in making fishing licenses valid for 365 days and has modernized the 
licensing process by going digital,” said Assemblymember Jim Wood (D-Healdsburg), author of 
the original legislation, Assembly Bill (AB) 817, responsible for the change to a 365-day license 

https://apps.apple.com/us/app/cdfw-license/id6450827501
https://apps.apple.com/us/app/cdfw-license/id6450827501
https://play.google.com/store/apps/details?id=com.aspiraconnect.hf.ca&pcampaignid=web_share&pli=1
https://wildlife.ca.gov/LicenseApp
https://wildlife.ca.gov/LicenseApp
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and mobile licensing display. “I couldn’t ask for a better partner in implementing this new 
process. I look forward to CDFW’s goal of growing its digital footprint in other licensing areas.” 

Wood’s AB 817, introduced in 2021, was widely embraced throughout the fishing community 
by national and statewide Recruit, Retain, Reactivate (R3) advocates, conservation 
organizations and CDFW. 

The Coastal Conservation Association of California (CCA CAL), which works to protect the 
interests of recreational saltwater anglers and healthy marine habitats, also supported the 
legislation. 

“The CDFW License App represents the culmination of efforts that will benefit license holders 
for many years,” said Wayne Kotow, executive director of CCA CAL. 

Nathaniel Arnold, acting chief of CDFW’s Law Enforcement Division, said, “Wildlife officers 
expect the app will provide additional opportunities for the angling public to have their licenses 
conveniently in possession when checked.” 

The rollout of the CDFW Licensing App aligns with the goals of CDFW’s R3 initiative to transform 
hunting and fishing barriers into opportunities. This app will allow California anglers to easily 
obtain, access and display their sport fishing licenses on their mobile devices, providing a 
convenient and paperless solution that promotes responsible fishing practices, ensures 
compliance with regulations, and enhances overall fishing experiences for individuals in both 
urban and remote areas. 

More information about the app and Frequently Asked Questions can be found on the CDFW’s 
License App web page, which includes video tutorials covering the app’s various functionalities. 

Mobile app and fishing video is available for download from the CDFW FTP site. 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/LicenseApp
https://wildlife.ca.gov/LicenseApp
https://filelib.wildlife.ca.gov/Public/OCEO/Fishing%20B-Roll/
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CDFW Seeks Artists to Enter Annual California Duck 
Stamp Art Contest  

March 20, 2024 

 
CDFW Photo by Travis VanZant: Mallard at Yolo Wildlife Area. 

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) invites artists to submit their original 

artwork to the 2024-2025 California Duck Stamp Art Contest. Submissions will be accepted 
May 6 through June 14. 

The artwork must depict the species selected by the California Fish and Game Commission, 

which for the 2024-2025 hunting season is the mallard. One of the most abundant ducks in 

the world, and the most abundant duck in North America, these familiar foragers can be seen 
in practically any environment with fresh water. The males are easily recognized by their 

iridescent green head and yellow bill, while both males and females have a patch of bright 

blue on their wings. They are swift and agile in the air, cruising at speeds of around 50 miles 
per hour and having the ability to take off almost vertically from water. 

The winning artwork will be reproduced on the 2024-2025 California Duck Stamp. The top 

submissions are traditionally showcased at the Pacific Flyway Decoy Association’s art show, 
which is scheduled to take place in July. 
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The contest is open to U.S. residents 18 years of age or older as of March 20, 2024. Entrants 
need not reside in California. Current and former CDFW employees are ineligible. All entries 

must be accompanied by a completed participation agreement and entry form. These forms 

and the official rules are available online at wildlife.ca.gov/duck-stamp/contest. 
The design is to be in full color and in the medium (or combination of mediums) of the artist’s 

choosing, except that no photographic process, digital art, metallic paints or fluorescent 

paints may be used in the finished design. Photographs, computer-generated art, art 

produced from a computer printer or other computer/mechanical output device (air brush 
method excepted) are not eligible for entry and will be disqualified. The design must be the 

contestant’s original hand-drawn creation. The entry design may not be copied or duplicated 

from previously published art, including photographs, or from images in any format 
published on the Internet. 

Entries will be judged in June. The judges’ panel, which will consist of experts in the fields of 

ornithology, conservation, and art and printing, will choose first, second and third-place 
winners, as well as honorable mention. 

Since 1971, CDFW’s annual contest has attracted top wildlife artists from around the country. 
All proceeds generated from stamp sales go directly to waterfowl conservation projects 

throughout California. In past years, hunters were required to purchase and affix the stamp to 

their hunting license. Now California has moved to an automated licensing system and 
hunters are no longer required to carry the physical stamp in the field (proof of purchase 

prints directly onto the license). However, CDFW still produces the stamp, which can be 

requested by interested individuals at wildlife.ca.gov/licensing/collector-stamps. 
 

https://wildlife.ca.gov/Duck-Stamp/Contest
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Licensing/Collector-Stamps

	Item 26B. Department Wildlife and Fisheries Division, And Department Ecosystem Conservation Division Report
	26B.1_CDFWNews_MobileFishingLicenseApp_032024_ADA
	26B.2_CDFWNews_DuckStampArtContst_032024_ADA

