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December 10, 2023

The Commission Naming Installations Policy is numbered 4.13 for tracking during the 2023-24
Commission policies review process. This document proposes changes to the policy for
discussion and feedback at the December 2023 Commission meeting.

The Commission has expressed concerns regarding its existing Naming Installations Policy
providing an exception for naming a marine protected area (MPA) after an individual; the over
70-year-old policy was amended in 2012 to allow the exception. Currently, there are three
MPAs named after individuals: Lovers Point-Julia Platt State Marine Reserve, Edward F.
Ricketts State Marine Conservation Area, and Robert W. Crown State Marine Conservation
Area.

Additionally, the Commission has stated the importance of its policies taking into consideration
tribal and justice, equity, diversity and inclusion values. The Naming Installations Policy
currently does not recognize that, when Europeans arrived, specific geographies already had
names established by Native Americans in what is now known as California and off its shores.

For naming purposes, the Commission is directly involved in naming protected areas when it
designates such areas: state wildlife areas, ecological reserves, and marine protected areas.
The Commission does not have a direct role in establishing, purchasing or naming refuges
(established by the California State Legislature), fish hatcheries, vessels, and other
installations owned or managed by the Department.

Potential revisions to the policy could include: (1) removing the MPA naming exception;

(2) adding a provision to consider, in collaboration with local tribes, tribal placenames when
naming or renaming installations, including MPAs; and (3) revising the policy title to reflect
proposed policy language focused on protected areas.

If the Commission moves forward with removing the option to name MPAs after individuals, the
Commission may wish to specify how to address the three MPAs currently named after an
individual. For example, they could be renamed immediately, allowed to remain named as they
are, or, if the MPA is renamed, a nearby structure or facility could be named in honor of the
individual.

If the Commission moves forward with using tribal placenames, the Commission may wish to
consider whether or not a western geographic name might also be referenced to maximize
public understanding of where the MPA is located. If a western name is included, the
Commission may wish to provide direction regarding a standardized format (e.g., tribal name
MPA at western geographic location) and whether to apply the same standard to Kashtayit
State Marine Conservation Area and Matlahuayl State Marine Reserve.

Potential revisions are being presented at this meeting for discussion purposes; proposed
policy revisions based on Commission and public input are expected to be presented at the
February 2024 Commission meeting for potential adoption.
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It is the policy of the Fish and Game Commission that:

I.  No fish-hatchery,—gamerefuge; wildlife area, ecological reserve, or marine protected
area (MPA) erany-installation-otherthan-Marine-Protected-Areas{(MPAs)-shall be

named for any person, living or dead. nstallations-Protected areas shall be named in

a manner which will indicate their geographical location, avoiding as far as possible
the names of local political units. \fessels-shallbe-named-forfish-

Il.  Traditional tribal placenames for a geographic location shall be considered in
collaboration and collaboration with local tribes when naming or renaming any

protected area, including MPAs.

[ll.  The Commission shall be represented at and may participate in all ceremonies
dedicating the launching or inauguration of any wildlife area, ecological reserve, or

MPA-erany-installation-of-the-facilitiesmentiohed-above. The Department and the

Commission staff shall coordinate their work and efforts in setting-up-ef arranging
such_dedication ceremonies-pregrams.

(Amended 4/7/1994, and-5/23/2012, 2/xx/2024)
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