Kelp Restoration & Management Plan Community Working Group (CWG)
Meeting #2 Agenda
Wednesday, March 13, 2024
2:00pm - 6:00pm PST
Join Zoom Meeting

Meeting Goals

e Verify the CWG’s schedule and anticipated discussion topics for upcoming meetings in 2024-25, and
ensure shared understanding around the process for communication between the Science Advisory
Committee (SAC) and the CWG.

e Discuss the community’s priorities and considerations around kelp ecosystem management, including
restoration, harvest, and healthy ecosystems.

® Across sectors, identify what each group considers the key characteristics of healthy, functioning kelp
forests.

Welcome, Introductions, and Community Building
Opportunity to meet new CWG members, confirm meeting goals and intentions, and walk through the agenda.

CWG Work Schedule for 2024-25

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) to present an overview of anticipated discussion topics during
meetings 2-5. Confirm tentative meeting schedule, including connections between CWG activities and the SAC,
updates to FGC committees, OPC, etc.

Ecosystem—Based Management

CDFW will introduce the concepts around Ecosystem-Based Management, as described in the MLMA Master
Plan, and initial considerations for kelp forest ecosystems. The CWG will provide perspectives on healthy,
functioning kelp forest ecosystems and how those key elements or features might be supported or maintained.

Potential Discussion Questions

e When you and your community envision a healthy kelp forest, what does it look like? How might it
differ between giant and bull kelp forest ecosystems?
0 What are the features of the kelp itself?
o0 What are the features of the other ecosystem aspects, such as other species, processes,
human elements, and the broader ocean regime?
O What is present? What is absent?
e What are your communities’ thoughts on maintaining a healthy kelp forest? What must be
considered (e.g., harvest activities, water quality, changing ocean conditions, cultural connections)?

Available Resources

e MLMA Master Plan Ch. 6 EBM Obijectives
e Giant Kelp and Bull Kelp Enhanced Status Report



https://zoom.us/j/99607115711
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MLMA/Master-Plan/Ecosystem-based-Objectives
https://marinespecies.wildlife.ca.gov/kelp/true/

Kelp Harvest
In small groups, CWG members will be invited to share their experiences and insights on sustainable harvest.

Groups will report out a summary of the discussion in plenary, and the information exchanged will help inform
future CWG conversations.

Potential Discussion Questions

What are some considerations, potential benefits, and potential impacts of harvest on your
community and the kelp forest ecosystem? What are the species-specific considerations, if any?
What does a successful harvest season look like to you and your community? Does this differ for
giant kelp and bull kelp?

What does sustainable kelp harvest look like to you and your community? Does this differ for giant
kelp and bull kelp?

Available Resources

California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections 165 Commercial Harvesting of Kelp and Other
Aquatic Plants and 165.5 Lease of Kelp Beds for Exclusive Harvest of Macrocystis and Nereocystis.
California Code of Regulations, Title 14, Sections 30.00 Non-Commercial Use of Marine Plants and
30.10 Non-Commercial Use of Marine Plants, Prohibited Species.

Giant Kelp and Bull Kelp Enhanced Status Report: Section 2; Section 3

Kelp and Other Marine Algae CDFW webpages

Bull Kelp Working Group Areas of Agreement and Divergence

Blog Post about Bull Kelp Regulation Changes

Kelp Restoration
In small groups, CWG members will be invited to share their priorities for successful kelp restoration. Groups will

report in plenary, and information exchanged will help inform future CWG conversations.

Potential Discussion Questions

What specific kelp restoration goals and outcomes are most important to your community? How
might those differ for giant and bull kelp forest ecosystems?

Under what scenarios or conditions does your community feel restoration activities should be
considered or warranted, if any?

What signs of success or optimism has your community observed about giant kelp and/or bull kelp
restoration efforts/techniques?

Has your community expressed concerns or risks associated with kelp restoration
efforts/techniques? How might those concerns or risks be addressed?

Available Resources

Giant Kelp and Bull Kelp Enhanced Status Report

Kelp and Other Marine Algae CDFW webpages

November 2023 CDFW and OPC Report: Status of Research and Monitoring, Restoration Efforts and

Developing Management Strategies for Kelp Canopy Forming Species in California

Sonoma-Mendocino Bull Kelp Recovery Plan



https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IC3050A207ADA11EDB6DFBD43FBB6EAB8?transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/IC3050A207ADA11EDB6DFBD43FBB6EAB8?transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I472CAC907ADB11EDA8BFA247D50BD00C?bhcp=1&transitionType=Default&contextData=%28sc.Default%29
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I035934BC5B4D11EC976B000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad7140a00000186c85ed3495c3cc29a%3fppcid%3d206adee275cd4841a1bc95f0e9563c98%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI035934BC5B4D11EC976B000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=1&t_T1=14&t_T2=30&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://govt.westlaw.com/calregs/Document/I036060AA5B4D11EC976B000D3A7C4BC3?viewType=FullText&listSource=Search&originationContext=Search+Result&transitionType=SearchItem&contextData=(sc.Search)&navigationPath=Search%2fv1%2fresults%2fnavigation%2fi0ad7140a00000186c85ed3495c3cc29a%3fppcid%3d206adee275cd4841a1bc95f0e9563c98%26Nav%3dREGULATION_PUBLICVIEW%26fragmentIdentifier%3dI036060AA5B4D11EC976B000D3A7C4BC3%26startIndex%3d1%26transitionType%3dSearchItem%26contextData%3d%2528sc.Default%2529%26originationContext%3dSearch%2520Result&list=REGULATION_PUBLICVIEW&rank=2&t_T1=14&t_T2=30&t_S1=CA+ADC+s
https://marinespecies.wildlife.ca.gov/kelp/
https://marinespecies.wildlife.ca.gov/kelp/the-fishery/
https://marinespecies.wildlife.ca.gov/kelp/management/
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Kelp
https://drive.google.com/file/d/1SeB6KNPYcnuVmNEOq2juIx1UAeIWW1CH/view?usp=drive_link
https://cdfwmarine.wordpress.com/2022/12/09/upcoming-changes-to-commercial-harvest-regulations-for-kelp-and-other-marine-algae/
https://marinespecies.wildlife.ca.gov/kelp/true/
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/Kelp
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=216814&inline
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=216814&inline
https://farallones.org/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/Bull-Kelp-Recovery-Plan-2019.pdf

e Interim Action Plan for Protecting and Restoring California’s Kelp Forests

Looking Ahead and Adjourn
CDFW will review a high-level overview of the upcoming CWG meeting and opportunities for continued
communication and engagement.


https://www.opc.ca.gov/webmaster/ftp/pdf/agenda_items/20210216/Item7_KelpActionPlan_ExhibitA_FINAL.pdf

