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3. General Public Comment

Today’s Item Information ☒ Action ☐ 

Receive public comment regarding topics that are not included on the agenda. 

Summary of Previous/Future Actions (N/A) 

Background 

The Marine Resources Committee (MRC) receives two types of correspondence or comment 
under general public comment: (1) requests for MRC to consider new topics and 
(2) informational items. As a general rule, requests for a regulation change must be submitted 
to the Commission on petition form FGC 1, Petition to the California Fish and Game 
Commission for Regulation Change. However, MRC may, at its discretion, request that staff 
follow up on items of potential interest for possible recommendation to the Commission. 

Note that comments about specific marine protected area regulation change petitions (MPA 
petitions) are included under this item. Comments related to the Department-proposed binning 
of MPA petitions for Phase 1 evaluations are included with Agenda Item 2, this meeting. 

Significant Public Comments  

Nine public comments about specific MPA petitions were received by the public comment 
deadline. 

1. A consortium of commercial fishing associations expresses support for five marine 
protected area (MPA) petitions. The association states no support for 14 other MPA 
petitions, citing a lack of evidence that MPAs provide climate resiliency (Exhibit 1). 

2. In a joint letter, several environmental non-governmental organizations (NGOs) 
express support for Petition 2023-32MPA, to modify the existing Duxbury Reef State 
Marine Conservation Area (Exhibit 2) and a separate joint letter supporting Petition 
2023-31MPA to redesignate Drakes Estero State Marine Conservation Area as a state 
marine reserve (Exhibit 3). 

3. An environmental NGO provides an update on its extensive local community outreach 
(58 meetings to date) for the two petitions it submitted: 2023-28MPA and 2023-
29MPA. Based on the outreach, the NGO proposes revising its initial Petition 2023-
29MPA to exclude the Carpinteria Salt Marsh from proposed boundaries for 
Mishopshno State Marine Conservation Area, as detailed in its February 9, 2024 letter 
to the Commission (Exhibit 4). 

4. A northern California resident expresses support for 2023-30MPA due to concern for 
the localized crab population at Big River in Mendocino County (Exhibit 5). 

5. In a joint comment letter, two retired federal agency representatives (National Park 
Service and Channel Islands National Park) urge the Commission to deny Petition 
2023-15MPA to add take allowances in select Channel Islands MPAs. They cite the 
historic Channel Islands MPA planning process, intent of the SMRs, and assert a lack 
of scientific or management value (Exhibit 6). 
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6. Three local NGOs in Laguna Beach submitted letters in support Petition 2023-24MPA. 

Recommendation (N/A) 

Exhibits 

1. Email from Ken Bates, Executive Director, California Fishermen’s Resiliency 
Association, on behalf of eleven member associations, received July 3, 2024 

2. Email from Amina Khribeche, Environmental Action Committee of West Marin (Marin 
EAC), transmitting joint letter from 23 NGOs, received July 5, 2024 

3. Email from Amina Khribeche, Marin EAC, transmitting a joint letter from 23 NGOs, 
received July 5, 2024 

4. Letter from Sandy Aylesworth, Director, Pacific Initiative, Nature, Natural Resources 
Defense Council, received July 3, 2024 

5. Email from Eileen Walsh, received July 1, 2024 

6. Letter from Russell Galipeau, retired superintendent of Channel Islands National Park 
and member of the former Marine Life Protection Act Initiative South Coast Regional 
Stakeholder Group, and Gary Davis, retired marine ecologist, National Park Service 
Oceans Program and member of former Channel Islands MPA Marine Reserves 
Working Group, received February 1, 2024 and re-submitted June 4, 2024 

7. Email from Jeremy Frimond, Assistant City Manager, City of Laguna Beach, 
transmitting letters from Gary Rubel, President of Three Arch Bay Community 
Services District; Greg O’Loughlin, President of South Laguna Civic Association; and 
Mike Beanan, Laguna Bluebelt Coalition, received July 2, 2024 

Committee Direction/Recommendation (N/A) 



From: California Fishermens Resiliency Association <californiafishermensresiliency@gmail.com> 
Sent: Wednesday, July 3, 2024 06:44 PM 
To: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov> 
Cc:  Steve Scheiblauer 
< >; Dave Colker 
< >; Jake Mitchell < >; 

 
Subject: MPA Petitions Support/Object 

 

 
California Fish and Game Commission 
PO Box 944209 
1416 Ninth Street Suite 1320 
Sacramento, California 94244-2090 

July 3, 2024 

Re: MPA Petitions/Support/Object 

Commissioners: 

The California Fisherman's Resiliency Association (CFRA) expresses its support for the 
following Marine Protected Area (MPA) petitions: 

2023 - 14 MPA 
2023 - 15 MPA 
2023 - 16 MPA 
2023 - 18 MPA 
2023 - 30 MPA 

Our support is based on research conducted by the University of Washington (sustainable 
fisheries- us.org) which exactly states that MPA’s have no positive affect on threats to marine 
life posed by ocean acidification, global warming, coastal development, terrestrial and urban 
run-off and human pollution of the world environment. “Recent reviews of the extensive MPA 
network in California have concluded there is no evidence for a regional increase in biodiversity, 
or targeted fish abundance, nor is there evidence for MPA’s providing climate resiliency” 



 
We provide no support for the following MPA petitions: 

2023 - 19 MPA 
2023 - 20 MPA 
2023 - 21 MPA 
2023 - 22 MPA 
2023 - 23 MPA 
2023 - 24 MPA 
2023 - 25 MPA 
2023 - 26 MPA 
2023 - 28 MPA 
2023 - 29 MPA 
2023 - 31 MPA 
2023 - 32 MPA 
2023 - 33 MPA 
2023 - 34 MPA 

Thank you for this opportunity to comment. 

Ken Bates, Executive Director 
California Fishermen’s Resiliency Association Member Associations 

Crescent City Commercial Fishermen’s Association 
Trinidad Bay Fishermen’s Association 
Shelter Cove Fishermen’s  Preservation, Inc. 
Salmon Troller’s Marketing Association of Noyo 
Bodega Bay Commercial Fishermen’s Association 
San Francisco Crab Boat Owners Association 
Half Moon Bay Commercial Fishermen’s Association 
The Alliance of Communities for Sustainable Fisheries 
Commercial Fishermen of Santa Barbara 
Santa Cruz Commercial Fishermen’s Association 
Pacific Coast Federation of Fishermen’s Associations 

Cc: Dave Colker 
      Peter Halmay 
      Steve Scheiblauer 
      Jake Mitchell 
 



 
From: EAC Conservation Intern < >  
Sent: Friday, July 5, 2024 12:53 PM 
To: FGC < > 
Cc: ; Rogers, Kimberly  Ashcraft, Susan  

> 
Subject: Written Comment Regarding July 17-18 Meeting Agenda Item 3 

 
Hello,  
 
Please find attached two letters in support of petitions for Drakes Estero and Duxbury with 
additional signatories. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amina Khribeche 
Legal and Policy Intern 
Environmental Action Committee of West Marin (EAC) 
P.O. Box 609 | 65 Third Street, Suite 12 
Point Reyes Station, CA | 94956 
(415) 663-9312 
conservation@eacmarin.org 
 
Protecting and Sustaining the Lands, Waters, and Biodiversity of West Marin 
Since 1971 
 
Join our Member Circle or Renew your Annual Support  
 
Website | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram 
 
The information contained in this message may be privileged, confidential, and 
protected from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or 
an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, 
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, 
please notify EAC immediately and delete this message from your computer. Thank 
you. 
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https://gcc02.safelinks.protection.outlook.com/?url=https%3A%2F%2Ftwitter.com%2FEACWestMarin&data=05%7C02%7Csusan.ashcraft%40fgc.ca.gov%7C1a5eee6a98f94e238e3e08dc9d2c2463%7C4b633c25efbf40069f1507442ba7aa0b%7C0%7C0%7C638558060874475547%7CUnknown%7CTWFpbGZsb3d8eyJWIjoiMC4wLjAwMDAiLCJQIjoiV2luMzIiLCJBTiI6Ik1haWwiLCJXVCI6Mn0%3D%7C0%7C%7C%7C&sdata=8ohw2O0Amdtcc2NeWnapqslrqzoFWw6EdOzbdDKHa04%3D&reserved=0
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July 5, 2024

California Fish and Game Commission
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090
Via Electronic Mail: fgc@fgc.ca.gov

Re: Support for Petition No. 2023-32MPA, Environmental Action Committee of West Marin (EAC)
Petition for Regulation Change at Duxbury Reef
FGC Agenda Item No. 3

Dear President Sklar and Commissioners,

The undersigned organizations submit these comments in support of EAC’s petition regarding changes to the
regulations for the Duxbury Reef State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA); petition no. 2023-32MPA. The
undersigned organizations are committed to coastal protection and the marine protected area (MPA) network.

Duxbury Reef’s shale reef supports a complex and rich ecosystem of over 100 species of invertebrates, marine
algae, and plants, plus associated finfish and avian species. Its broad, flat slope affords easy access to rocky
intertidal tidepools which are visited by many people throughout the year, and used as outdoor classrooms for
students from primary school to the university level. On some days, there can be hundreds of visitors at
Duxbury Reef, including many visitors from other states and countries.

To help preserve the ecosystem of Duxbury Reef for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of current and
future generations, and to minimize the negative impacts of “take” to Duxbury Reef’s vulnerable intertidal
habitat and species, we urge the California Fish and Game Commission to modify the existing Duxbury Reef
SMCA regulations with the following changes proposed by EAC:

1. Change the Duxbury Reef SMCA designation to State Marine Reserve (SMR) in which no
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take would be allowed, to more fully protect vulnerable marine species at risk of impacts from
take. This would eliminate the existing public confusion and enforcement challenge related to the
current allowance of some take. Redesignating Duxbury to an SMR is of vital importance.

2. Extend the southern boundary of the Duxbury MPA to the most southerly tip of Duxbury
Reef exposed at mean lower low water. That is, protect the whole reef to a point at
approximately 37° 53.1315' N. latitude, 122° 41.7549' W. longitude, to include the southern reef
area which is contiguous with the rest of the MPA, and ecologically sensitive yet currently
unprotected.

3. Extend the northern boundary of the Duxbury Reef MPA protections to the Double
Point/Stormy Stack Special Closure as described in CCR Title 14 § 632(b)(49) to protect
contiguous, more pristine reef habitat to the north which is ecologically connected to the current
SMCA, but which is at risk of being degraded.

We enthusiastically support California’s MPA Network. In the case of Duxbury Reef, we assert that
strengthened protections are urgently needed to preserve the reef’s biodiverse marine life for future generations,
considering public confusion about allowable take, as well as the lack of any protection of the southern and
northern sections of the reef habitat, all in combination with changing ocean and climate conditions including
sea level rise that add further stress on sensitive marine creatures and alter the habitat.

Sincerely,

Deb Castellana
Director of Strategic Alliances
Mission Blue

Chance Cutrano
Director of Programs
Resource Renewal Institute

Laura Deehan
State Director
Environment California Research and Policy Center

Neal Desai
Senior Program Director, Pacific Region
National Parks Conservation Association

Rikki Eriksen, Ph.D.
Director of Marine Programs
California Marine Sanctuary Foundation

Suzanne Hume
Educational Director & Founder
CleanEarth4Kids.org

Megan Isadore
Executive Director
River Otter Ecology Project

Barbara Salzman
President
Marin Audubon Society

Scott D. Sampson, Ph.D.
Executive Director
California Academy of Sciences

Joe Sanchez
President
Huukuiko, Inc.

Terri Thomas
President
Marin Conservation League

Tomas Valadez
California Policy Associate
Azul
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Robert Vergara
Roger Arliner Young (RAY) Ocean Conservation Fellow
Natural Resources Defense Council

Laura Walsh
California Policy Manager
Surfrider Foundation

Lendi Purcell
President
Families Advocating for Chemical and Toxics Safety

Chance Cutrano
Director of Programs
Resource Renewal Institute

Michael Stocker
Director
Ocean Conservation Research

Lance Morgan
President
Marine Conservation Institute

Angela Kemsley
Director of Conservation Impact
WILDCOAST

Kenneth Bouley
Executive Director
Turtle Island Restoration Network

Audrey Fusco
Restoration Ecologist
Salmon Protection and Watershed Network

Matthew Baker
Policy Director
Planning and Conservation League

Ashley Eagle-Gibbs
Executive Director
Environmental Action Committee of West Marin

Jeff Miller
Senior Conservation Advocate
Center for Biological Diversity



 
From: EAC Conservation Intern < >  
Sent: Friday, July 5, 2024 12:53 PM 
To: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov> 
Cc: ; Rogers, Kimberly  Ashcraft, Susan  

> 
Subject: Written Comment Regarding July 17-18 Meeting Agenda Item 3 

 
Hello,  
 
Please find attached two letters in support of petitions for Drakes Estero and Duxbury with 
additional signatories. Thank you for your attention to this matter. 
 
Sincerely, 
 
Amina Khribeche 
Legal and Policy Intern 
Environmental Action Committee of West Marin (EAC) 
P.O. Box 609 | 65 Third Street, Suite 12 
Point Reyes Station, CA | 94956 
(415) 663-9312 
conservation@eacmarin.org 
 
Protecting and Sustaining the Lands, Waters, and Biodiversity of West Marin 
Since 1971 
 
Join our Member Circle or Renew your Annual Support  
 
Website | Facebook | Twitter | Instagram 
 
The information contained in this message may be privileged, confidential, and 
protected from disclosure. If the reader of this message is not the intended recipient, or 
an employee or agent responsible for delivering this message to the intended recipient, 
you are hereby notified that any dissemination, distribution or copying of this 
communication is strictly prohibited. If you have received this communication in error, 
please notify EAC immediately and delete this message from your computer. Thank 
you. 
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July 5, 2024

California Fish and Game Commission
P.O. Box 944209
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090
Via Electronic Mail: fgc@fgc.ca.gov

Re: Support for Petition No. 2023-31MPA, Environmental Action Committee of West Marin (EAC)
Petition to the California Fish and Game Commission for regulation change at Drakes Estero SMCA
FGC Agenda Item No. 3

Dear President Sklar and Commissioners,

The undersigned organizations submit these comments in support of EAC’s petition regarding changes to the
regulations for Drakes Estero State Marine Conservation Area (SMCA); petition no. 2023-31MPA. The
undersigned organizations are committed to coastal protection and the marine protected area (MPA) network.

Drakes Estero contains one of the last fully intact wetlands in the state of California, is a biologically rich
estuary that consists of extensive eelgrass beds, tidal flats, wetlands, sand bars, and open water that supports a
variety of fish, invertebrates, shorebirds, waders, waterfowl, and mammals including harbor seals and river
otters.

Currently, in Drakes Estero, it is lawful to recreationally harvest clams. To more effectively protect Drakes
Estero's biologically rich marine life for the enjoyment, education, and inspiration of current and future
generations, and to minimize the negative impacts of “take” (e.g., harvest, disturbance, and collection) to
Drakes Estero’s habitat and species, we urge the California Fish and Game Commission to modify the existing
SMCA regulation by changing the designation of Drakes Estero from SMCA to State Marine Reserve
(SMR) as described in California Code of Regulations (CCR) Title 14 § 632(a)(1)(A), in which no take is
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allowed.1

Drakes Estero SMCA was established in 2010 at a time when a commercial aquaculture operation was in
business. As referenced in the National Park Service support letter, the 2010 designation as SMCA relied on the
presence of commercial aquaculture operations. Department of Interior authorization of commercial aquaculture
ended in 2012, and operations ceased in 2014. Drakes Estero was designated as Marine Wilderness in 2012.
Following the Marine Wilderness designation, the Point Reyes National Seashore completed an expensive
restoration project in the waters of Drakes Estero.

The SMCA regulations at Drakes Estero allow for the harvest of clams. Currently, recreational take of shellfish
sometimes occurs, though it requires long kayak trips in the wilderness area with no cell service and limited
emergency response. Because the commercial aquaculture no longer exists, stronger protection afforded by
establishing it as an SMR would align with its pristine condition and its connectivity with adjacent Estero de
Limantour SMR and Point Reyes SMR and would protect the highly sensitive estuarine ecosystem, including
extensive harbor seal pupping and haul out areas.

We enthusiastically support California’s MPA Network. In the case of Drakes Estero, we assert that
strengthened protection is urgently needed to preserve the estuary’s marine life and habitat for future
generations.

Sincerely,

Deb Castellana
Director of Strategic Alliances
Mission Blue

Chance Cutrano
Director of Programs
Resource Renewal Institute

Laura Deehan
State Director
Environment California Research and Policy Center

Neal Desai
Senior Program Director, Pacific Region
National Parks Conservation Association

Rikki Eriksen, Ph.D.
Director of Marine Programs
California Marine Sanctuary Foundation

Suzanne Hume
Educational Director & Founder
CleanEarth4Kids.org

Megan Isadore
Executive Director
River Otter Ecology Project

Barbara Salzman
President
Marin Audubon Society

Scott D. Sampson, Ph.D.
Executive Director
California Academy of Sciences

Joe Sanchez
President
Huukuiko, Inc.

Terri Thomas
President

Tomas Valadez
California Policy Associate

1 Protection of Resources in MPAs and MMAs, as defined in Public Resources Code Section 36710: (A) State Marine Reserves: In a
state marine reserve, it is unlawful to injure, damage, take, or possess any living, geological, or cultural marine resource, except under
a scientific collecting permit issued by the department pursuant to Section 650 or specific authorization from the commission for
research, restoration, or monitoring purposes.



Page 2 of 3
Sign-on to Support EAC Petition Drakes Estero

Marin Conservation League Azul

Robert Vergara
Roger Arliner Young (RAY) Ocean Conservation Fellow
Natural Resources Defense Council

Laura Walsh
California Policy Manager
Surfrider Foundation

Lendi Purcell
President
Families Advocating for Chemical and Toxics Safety

Chance Cutrano
Director of Programs
Resource Renewal Institute

Michael Stocker
Director
Ocean Conservation Research

Lance Morgan
President
Marine Conservation Institute

Angela Kemsley
Director of Conservation Impact
WILDCOAST

Kenneth Bouley
Executive Director
Turtle Island Restoration Network

Audrey Fusco
Restoration Ecologist
Salmon Protection and Watershed Network

Matthew Baker
Policy Director
Planning and Conservation League

Ashley Eagle-Gibbs
Executive Director
Environmental Action Committee of West Marin

Jeff Miller
Senior Conservation Advocate
Center for Biological Diversity



July 3, 2024

Samantha Murray, President
California Fish and Game Commission
715 P Street, 16th Floor
Sacramento, CA 95817

Submitted electronically via fgc@fgc.ca.gov

Re: Outreach Update for Petitions 2023-28MPA and 2023-29MPA

Dear President Murray and Honorable Commissioners:

The Natural Resources Defense Council (NRDC) submitted two petitions to designate new Marine
Protected Areas (MPAs) in Santa Barbara County:

● Petition 2023-28-MPA proposes a new MPA in the waters surrounding Point Sal.
● Petition 2023-29MPA, submitted in partnership with the Santa Ynez Band of Chumash Indians

and Environmental Defense Center, proposes a California-Chumash co-managed MPA off the
coast of Carpinteria to be named Mishopshno.

Local community engagement is important to NRDC and our co-petitioner partners. We conducted initial
outreach during late Summer and Fall 2023, yet our more sustained outreach efforts for petitions
2023-28MPA and 2023-29MPA began upon their formal acceptance by the Commission in December
2023. Since then, NRDC has had 58 meetings with various stakeholders and we look forward to
continuing to conduct extensive community outreach associated with these petitions. We hope the insight
and supplemental information gathered through our outreach efforts maximize each petition’s potential to
strengthen our MPA Network.

Throughout this process, NRDC has prioritized efforts to 1) connect with the local community, 2) listen
and understand different perspectives, questions, ideas, and concerns, and 3) share information as broadly
as possible so all interested parties can come to the table to inform upcoming decision-making moments.

NRDC has shared the following types of information throughout our outreach efforts:
● Background on the MPA Network, Marine Life Protection Act goals, Decadal Management

Review and its findings, and the latest science
● Fish and Game Commission meeting updates
● MPA petition evaluation timeline and process updates
● Opportunities for public participation
● Research and outreach findings
● MPA petition details

Often in collaboration with our co-petitioner partners, NRDC has connected with dozens of interested
individuals via email, phone calls, and virtual and in-person meetings, including:

● Federally and non-federally recognized Tribes



● City Council members, District Supervisors, Mayors, city staff
● Congressional, Assembly, and Senate offices and district staff
● Local and State agencies (i.e., Santa Barbara Flood Control District, Santa Barbara County Parks,

State Parks, etc.)
● Local businesses
● Local researchers
● Commercial fishing representatives
● Local recreational fishers (e.g., spearfishers, catch-and-release fishers)
● Local homeowners
● Local, state, and national non-profit organizations
● Youth
● MPA Collaborative members
● Community centers

These conversations have improved our understanding of the Carpinteria and Point Sal regions,
highlighted community support for protecting the coastal waters in those areas and concerns about how it
is done, shaped our supplemental site-specific research, and informed our verbal and written public
comments to the Commission. For example, our early outreach for petition 2023-28MPA highlighted the
existing protection and management of the Carpinteria Salt Marsh Reserve under the UC Natural Reserve
System. In response to this finding, we suggested altering our initial petition by excluding the Carpinteria
Salt Marsh from the proposed boundaries of the Mishopshno State Marine Conservation Area in a written
comment letter to the Commission, dated February 9, 2024.

NRDC’s outreach is a work in progress and many conversations have only just begun. In the coming
months, we hope to build on the connections we’ve made thus far and find ways to engage people we
haven’t yet reached, such as subsistence fishers. We look forward to sharing our outreach and
supplemental research findings with the CDFW and FGC teams to inform the evaluation of petitions
2023-28MPA and 2023-29MPA.

Thank you for the opportunity to weigh in on the adaptive management of California’s MPA Network.

Sincerely,

Sandy Aylesworth
Director, Pacific Initiative, Nature
Natural Resources Defense Council



From: E Walsh < > 
Sent: Monday, July 1, 2024 05:16 PM 
To: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov> 
Subject: Big River SMCA Revision 

I am writing this email in support and as a request to revise the regulations surrounding the use of Type B 

hoop nets.  I am supporting the Petition  2023-30MPA (exhibit B18) to only allow Type A hoop nets in Big 

River and to reduce the number of recreational set traps from 10 to 5.  I only hope that this is enough to 

allow for the crabs to repopulate the area. 

Eileen Walsh 

 

 

 

 



From: Russell < >  
Sent: Tuesday, June 4, 2024 3:15 PM 
To: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov> 
Cc: Gary Davis < >; David Kushner < >; Kaitilin Gaffney 
< >; Chris Mobley < >; McKinley, Ethan 
< > 
Subject: Comment Re-Submission: Petition 2023-15MPA 

PLEASE ACKNOWLEDGE RECEIPT 

We respectfully re-submit our comments on Petition 2023-15MPA. 











From: Frimond, Jeremy CM < > 
Sent: Tuesday, July 2, 2024 08:53 AM 
To: FGC <FGC@fgc.ca.gov> 
Cc: Fabian, Erin < > 

Subject: Public Comment - July 17, 2024 FGC Meeting - City of Laguna Beach  
  
Good Morning, 
  
On behalf of the City of Laguna Beach, please include the attached comment letter for the 
July 17 FGC meeting. 
  
Respectfully Submitted, 
  

 
  

Jeremy Frimond 
Assistant City Manager 
City Manager’s Office 
505 Forest Avenue, Laguna Beach, CA 92651 
Phone:  
Email:  

 

mailto:FGC@fgc.ca.gov
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