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Allegra Bukojemsky
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600 North Market Boulevard, Suite 3
Sacramento, CA 95834
abukojemsky@westervelt.com

SUBJECT: DRAFT PROSPECTUS EVALUATION FOR JOHNSON COSUMNES
MITIGATION BANK (TRACKING NUMBER 1798-2023-01-R2)

Dear Ms. Bukojemsky:

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (Department) has completed the initial
evaluation of your draft prospectus dated January 31, 2023, for Johnson Cosumnes
Mitigation Bank (Bank). This evaluation is distinct from that of any other potential
signatory agency. The Department has the following comments:

e The draft prospectus proposes to re-establish floodplain mosaic wetlands with
the possibility of vernal pools and seasonal wetlands establishment. As the
proposed Bank property will develop habitat for fish, the Bank property will need
to be designed to minimize fish stranding.

e The draft prospectus proposes credits for Swainson’s hawk (Buteo swainsoni)
nests, nesting buffer, and foraging habitat; however, surveys have not been
completed to determine if the Bank property has nesting Swainson’s hawk. If
Swainson’s hawk is found to occupy the Bank property, the service area would
need to be limited to similar (or “like”) habitat for all three credit types. For
example, the proposed service area extends into areas of Davis and Woodland
which are predominantly farmland habitat which is not similar habitat as that on
the proposed Bank property.

e Sacramento County Department of Transportation conducts annual maintenance
of the Twin Cities Road bridge over the Cosumnes River. The area subject to the
annual maintenance should be excluded from the Bank property.

e The Bank property is situated within the South Sacramento Habitat Conservation
Plan (SSHCP) area. If you desire to provide credits to the SSHCP, the Bank will
need to be consistent with the SSHCP. Please work with the South Sacramento
Conservation Agency to ensure that your Bank will be consistent with the
requirements of the SSHCP, if necessary.
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e The Department is aware that the Wilton Rancheria actively reviews projects in
this area. The Department encourages consultation with the Wilton Rancheria
during the early stages in planning of the Bank.

e The Department requests early consultation with the Central Valley Flood
Protection Board (CVFPB) during the permitting process to ensure there are no
conflicts between the CVFPB permit and the Bank Enabling Instrument.

The draft prospectus, while optional, is intended to identify potential issues early so that
the potential bank sponsor may attempt to address those issues prior to initiating the
formal review process (Fish and Game Code §81798(a)(1)). Additional issues may be
identified during the formal bank review process.

If you choose to submit a prospectus, it must be accompanied by a new Bank Submittal
Form (https://nrmsecure.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentlD=58780) and the
current prospectus review fee! [Fish and Game Code § 1798(b)(1)]. For more guidance
on what to include in your prospectus please view the prospectus checklist at
(https://www.spd.usace.army.mil/Portals/13/docs/regulatory/banking/Checklists%20202
10604.pdf ) and the Department’s web site at
https://www.wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Planning/Banking.

If you have questions regarding your draft prospectus or the bank review process,
please contact Stephanie Buss, Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist) at (916)
406-4311 or stephanie.buss@wildlife.ca.gov.

Sincerely,

DocuSigned by:
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Al
Kevin Thomas
Regional Manager

ec: Denielle Wise, Denielle.F.Wise@usace.army.mil
Laura Shively, Laura.B.Shively@usace.army.mil
U.S. Army Corps of Engineers

Fadwa Bouhedda, Bouhedda.Fadwa@epa.gov
U.S. Environmental Protection Agency

Ryan McKenzie, ryan.mckenzie@noaa.gov
National Marine Fisheries Service

Stephanie Tadlock, Stephanie.Tadlock@waterboards.ca.gov
Nicholas Savino, Nicholas.Savino@Waterboards.ca.gov
Regional Water Quality Control Board

1 Fees may be adjusted annually pursuant to FGC 1799.1(a). The current fee schedule at the time of
submittal is the fee required for review of the bank document.
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Toby McBride, toby mcbride@fws.gov
U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service

Stephanie Buss,_stephanie.buss@wildlife.ca.gov
lan Boyd, ian.boyd@widlife.ca.gov

Tanya Sheya, tanya.sheya@wildlife.ca.gov
California Department of Fish and Wildlife
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