CALIFORNIA
i btire

Marine Management News

New Web Page Provides Information on Proposed Changes to California Marine
Protected Area Network
September 30, 2024
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Click through the collection to:

—See an overview of the petition process, petition

evaluation framework, and anticipated timeline

—Explore petitions sorted by numerical order, change
category, or county, and click the links to learn more
about each petition. Any petition proposing a change
that can be visualized on a map (e.g., boundary or
designation change) will have an image with a slider to
swipe between the existing network and the proposed
change. Any petition proposing a non-spatial change
(e.g., take allowance or regulatory language change)
will have a static image showing the location of the
affected MPA(s).

Landing page for CDFW’s new MPA StoryMap, which describes petitions for changes to California MPAs

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife is happy to announce the launch of a

new Marine Protected Area (MPA) Petitions StoryMap to help provide information about 20
petitions for changes to the California MPA Network. These petitions collectively propose
more than 80 individual changes to California MPAs.

Each of these proposed changes can be visualized on maps housed in the MPA Petitions
StoryMap. Visitors may browse among individual web pages that provide maps and details
on each petition.

The MPA Petitions StoryMap overview page includes:

Up-to-date information on the individual petitions

An overview of the petition process and timeline


https://cdfwmarine.wordpress.com/
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/27e78c677dca484ebfb37120abc59d10
https://wildlife.ca.gov/Conservation/Marine/MPAs
https://storymaps.arcgis.com/collections/27e78c677dca484ebfb37120abc59d10?item=1
https://cdfwmarine.wordpress.com/

Status updates on the individual petitions

Instructions for how to engage in the public process through the California Fish and Game
Commission as they consider the petitions

You can easily find petitions proposing changes in certain counties or proposing specific
types of change to help pinpoint the petitions most important or relevant to you.
An interactive map also allows you to see the locations of key marine habitats in relation to

both existing MPAs and proposed changes.

The California Fish and Game Commission received the petitions from Tribes and the
public in December 2023, and referred the petitions to CDFW for evaluation in February
2024 as part of the MPA adaptive management process.
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The new, publicly available MPA Petitions StoryMap aims to provide information to anyone
interested in the MPA petitions and facilitate a transparent petition evaluation process. We
invite you to bookmark the landing page and check back regularly for updates!

Questions or comments about the new MPA Petitions StoryMap? Contact the MPA team!

post by Kara Gonzales, CDFW Environmental Scientist
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