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F i sher ies  Restorat ion  

Grant  P rogram 2025 

Proposal  So l ic i tat ion 

Not ice 

F requent ly  Asked Quest ions  

Updated November 2024 

Have there been any updates  s ince las t  year ’s  PSN?  

Yes ,  a few updates  were made f rom the 2024 PSN.  Be low i s  a l i s t  of  

more s ign if icant changes  to the PSN and Guide l ines.  

•  The Focus Table was updated to inc lude d i f fe rent watersheds ,  

and the focus tab le  is  no longer  an el ig ib i l i ty  requirement .   

•  The scoresheets  were updated to better  evaluate project  

benef i ts .   

•  The appl icat ion  was updated to reduce redundancies  and a l ight 

w i th the focus table  and scoresheet updates.   

  

What is  p rocess-based restorat ion?  

P rocess-based res torat ion a ims to re -es tabl ish the phys ica l ,  chemical ,  

and b io log ical  processes that  sus ta in ecosys tems (Beechie  et a l .  2010) .  

Examples  of  processes inc lude eros ion and sediment t ranspor t ,  s torage 

and rout ing of  water ,  p lant growth and success ional  processes,  input  
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of  nutr ients  and thermal  energy,  and nut r ient cyc l ing in  the aquat ic  

food web.  Process -based res torat ion,  then,  focuses on cor rect ing 

anthropogenic  d is rupt ions  to these processes,  such that  the r iver -

f loodpla in ecosystem progresses a long a recovery t ra ject ory w i th 

min imal  correct ive intervent ion (Sear  1994,  Wohl et  a l .  2005).  Four  

process -based pr inc ip les  ensure  that  ecosys tem res torat ion w i l l  be 

gu ided toward susta inable act ions:  (1)  res torat ion act ions shou ld 

address  the root causes of  degradat ion,  (2)  ac t ions must  be cons i s tent 

w i th the phys ica l  and b io log ical  potent ia l  of  the s i te,  (3)  act ions 

shou ld be at a scale  commensurate w i th env i ronmental  prob lems,  and 

(4)  act ions shou ld have c lear ly ar t icu lated expected outcomes for  

ecosys tem dynamics (Beechie  et a l .  2010).  Apply ing these pr inc ip les  

w i l l  he lp avoid common p i t fa l l s  in res torat ion,  such as c reat ing habi tat 

types that  are outs ide of  a s i te ' s  natura l  potent ia l ,  at tempt ing to bu i ld 

s tat ic habi tats  in dynamic env i ronments ,  or  const ruct ing habi tat  

features  that  are u l t imate ly  overwhelmed by uncons idered system 

dr ivers .  Such act ions res tore r iver  dynamics and natura l  var iat ion in 

habi tat condi t ions,  which are inherent ly  more sus ta inable and res i l ient 

than s tat ic,  un i form channels  or  habi tats .  

Beechie TJ Sear  DA Olden JD Pess  GR Buf f ington JM Moi r  H Roni  P 

Po l lock MM .  2010.  Process -based Pr inc ip les  for  Restor ing R iver  

Ecosys tems.  B ioSc ience  60:  209-222.  

ht tps ://www.fs .usda.gov/rm/pubs_other/ rmrs_2010_beechie_t001.pdf   

Sear  DA.  1994.  R iver  res torat ion and geomorphology.  Aquat ic 

Conservat ion  4 :  169–177.  

Wohl  E Angermeier  PL  B ledsoe B Kondol f  GM MacDonnel l  L  Mer r i t t  DM 

Palmer  MA Pof f  NL Tarboton D.  2005.  R iver  res torat ion.  Water  Resources 

Research 41:  W10301.  

Do I  need to submit  a separate MO proposal  to complete pro ject  type 

requi red moni tor ing?  

No. Only  proposa ls  w ish ing to “ determine i f  res torat ion t reatment and 

features  have produced the des i red habi tat response and/or  phys ica l  

watershed processes” need to submit  a separate MO proposa l .  

https://www.fs.usda.gov/rm/pubs_other/rmrs_2010_beechie_t001.pdf
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P ro jects  carry ing out  moni tor ing requi red in  the Pro ject  Type 

Requirements  do not  need a separate MO proposa l .  

Can I  submit  paper  copies of  my appl icat ion by mai l  o r  br ing i t  to your  

o f f ice?  

No.  A l l  appl icat ions,  inc luding attachme nts ,  must  be submit ted on l ine 

at  the CDFW WebGrants  webs i te .   

Can I  copy and resubmit  my appl icat ion f rom last  year under  the 

current  2024 So l ic i tat ion?  

No.  FRGP updated the appl icat ion  for  2025 which does  not a l low 

appl icants  to copy over  p rev ious appl icat ions .   

As an el ig ible appl icant ,  can I  submit  more than one proposal  in 

response to the Sol ic i tat ion?  

Yes.  The program wi l l  eva luate each submit ted proposa l  

independent ly  and on i ts  ind iv idual mer i t .  

I  want  to submit  a proposal  appl icat ion with more than one P ro ject  

Type.  Is  th is  a l lowable?   

Yes .  I f  more than one project type is  incorporated into a proposa l  a l l  

appl icable Guide l ine documents  and informat ion must  be prov ided.   

Wil l  a pro ject  requi red as mit igat ion or  other  compl iance obl igat ions  

be e l ig ib le  for  funding  in th is  program?  

No.  Funds cannot be used for  projects  requi red to meet  env i ronmenta l  

mi t igat ion or  compl iance  measures .   S imi lar ly ,  any project that i s  

under an enforcement act ion by a regulatory  agency w i l l  not  be 

cons idered for  funding.  

https://watershedgrants.wildlife.ca.gov/
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Why is  my waterway and/or  watershed not  inc luded in the 2024  FRGP 

Focus Watershed Table?  How can I  get  the watershed added to  the 

table?  

CDFW and NOAA developed the Regional Focus  Watershed Tab les  as  

pr ior i t ies  for  re s torat ion.  Projects  can be submit ted in  other  watersheds  

and must  exp la in why that project w i l l  be imp ortant  for  spec ies  

recovery.   

Can I  use Habitat  Restorat ion and Enhancement Act  (HRE A) approval  

in  l ieu of  a  Lake and S t reambed Alterat ion,  i f  my pro ject  inc ludes  

dewater ing and f ish  exclus ion/re locat ion?   

Yes.  An appl icant may use HRE A approval  for  a  qual i f ied pro ject .  I f  

awarded funding,  the appl icant/grantee wi l l  a l so need to obta in  any 

addit ional ly  requi red permits .   

I s  cos t  share or  match requi red for me to apply to your  program?  

No.  Ne i ther  cost  share nor  match is  required.  However,  the propor t ion 

of  cost  share/match re lat ive to the tota l  pro ject cost  i s  assessed points  

in  the scor ing cr i te r ia .  

What cr i te r ia are used to  score proposals?  

The cr i te r ia  used to score proposa ls  are in  Appendix B of  the 

Guide l ines.  

Can I  charge less  overhead in my budget  than a l lowed through  my 

NICRA and use the uncla imed port ion as cost  share or  match ?  

No.  An appl icant  or  subcontractor  that a l ready has a federa l ly  

Negot iated Ind i rect Cost  Rate Agreement  (NICRA) shou ld use the 

approved rate.  I f  the appl icant does not have a federa l ly  approved 

rate,  then the prevai l ing federa l  de min imis  rate  (15%)  shou ld  be used.  

I t  i s  the respons ib i l i ty  of  the appl icant  to comply w i th al l  appl icable 

laws and regulat ions for  the i r  project.  
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I s  i t  poss ib le  to increase the requested funding amount  af ter  proposal  

appl icat ion  or  before,  dur ing,  or  af ter  the grant  execut ion?  

I f  awarded FRGP does have a process  for  appl icants  to request  

cont ingency funds for  the i r  project .  Cost  must  be att r ibuted to 

unforeseen increases for  ex is t ing budget  l ine i tems.  Each request  w i l l  

be rev iews independent ly  and is  sub ject  to avai lab le funds.    

I f  awarded a grant ,  a re sub- recipients/subcont ractors  requi red to 

fo l low the same ind i rect  ru les  as the grantee?  

Yes.  A l l  rec ip ients  of  the grant fund inc luding sub -

rec ip ients/subcontractors  must  fo l low the same federa l  un i form 

gu idance.  

Where can I  f ind more guidance on interpret ing the Federa l  Uni form 

Guidance?  

The Federa l  Un i form Guidance (2  CFR 200)  i s  avai lab le on the 

E lectron ic Code of  Federa l  Regulat ions webs i te .  

https://www.ecfr.gov/cgi-bin/text-idx?tpl=/ecfrbrowse/Title02/2cfr200_main_02.tpl

