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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, SEASONALITY


The subspecies of northern cardinal native to the southwest, C. c. superba, is a rare resident

along the lower Colorado River in California (Garrett and Dunn 1981). It was first reported by

Monson (1949). According to Small (1994), the entire population may comprise only a few pairs,

and these few may be declining. Northern cardinals seen in Los Angeles County and along the

extreme south coast are probably escaped caged birds (Small 1994).


SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS


Feeding: No diet information specific to California. Probably feeds on insects, seeds, and fruit
in brushy riparian thickets and desert scrub (Ehrlich et al 1988, Small 1994). 

Cover: Dense shrubs in riparian areas and desert scrub provide cover.

Reproduction: No information specific to California. Nests in shrubs and small trees in other 
areas (Ehrlich et al. 1988). 

Water: No information. 

Pattern: Rare inhabitant of sense, brush riparian areas and desert scrub along the lower 
Colorado River.

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY 

Activity Patterns: Active during the day.

Seasonal Movements/Migration: Not known. Probably resident year-long. 

Home Range: Not known. 

Territory: Probably territorial, but not well studied in California yet.

Reproduction: Not well known. In other areas, northern cardinals are monogamous, and lay up
to four broods of three to four eggs during spring and early summer in cup nest in a shrub or
small tree. The male cares for the first brood while the female incubates the second clutch
(Ehrlich et al. 1988). 

Niche: Inhabitant of dense, desert riparian areas and desert scrub; cowbird host in other areas
(Ehrlich et al. 1988). May be preyed upon by usual vertebrate predators, e.g., accipitors and
owls. 
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