


 
 

trawls or connected traps as needed to ensure safe and efficient grappling of gear in the 
event of pop-up systems failures. 
 

3) Increase the Number of Traps Deployed Per Trip. The current EFP allows authorized 
agents to use, possess, or deploy a maximum of 150 traps per trip (Gear Allowances, 
Specifications and Marking Requirements, Special Condition 23). We request that this limit 
be increased to align with each fishermen’s permit tier, which would provide greater 
operational flexibility and fishing opportunities for those involved in gear testing and 
development. Raising the trap limit, combined with the option to use longer trawls, may 
also encourage more fishermen to participate in gear testing, particularly those with larger 
vessels since they generally face higher operating costs (fuel, crew time, etc.). 
 

4) Extend the Trap Service Interval. The current EFP requires authorized agents to service 
deployed traps within 96 hours and to notify CDFW by email if they cannot meet this 
requirement (Gear Allowances, Specifications and Marking Requirements, Special 
Condition 32). We propose extending the service interval from 96 hours (4 days) to 9 days. 
This adjustment would provide authorized agents with greater flexibility, improve 
operational efficiency, and reduce the burden of reporting, particularly in cases of adverse 
weather or when operating in distant fishing grounds.  

 




