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1 INTRODUCTION

Welcome to the California Inland Recreational Angler Survey (CIRAS) application! This user guide will
help you navigate the features of the platform and assist you in participating in the survey to provide
valuable insights into recreational angling in California.

CIRAS is designed to collect data on recreational fishing activities in California’s inland water bodies.
Your feedback helps us understand fishing patterns, preferences, and the impact on local ecosystems.

1.1 BACKGROUND

The California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW) is dedicated to managing California’s rich array
of fish, wildlife, and plant resources, along with the essential habitats that support them. This mission
encompasses both the ecological value of these resources and their enjoyment by the public. As part
of this commitment, CDFW’s Fisheries Branch operates an inland fisheries monitoring program that
relies on Angler Survey Boxes (ASBs) to gather critical data from recreational fishing activities. These
metal-framed boxes, placed at select water bodies across the state, contain paper forms where anglers
record essential information such as fishing date, hours spent fishing, species caught, species length,
along with a set of angler satisfaction questions.

Currently, data collection from ASBs is a labor-intensive process. Paper forms are manually collected
and entered into digital files, requiring significant time for data entry and verification—typically between
16 to 40 hours per water body per year. This manual process can lead to errors and misinterpretation,
especially when handwriting is difficult to read. Moreover, data is stored separately across various
locations, such as Microsoft Access databases and Excel spreadsheets, hindering statewide data
analysis, reporting, and synthesis.

Given that ASBs are only present at around 200 of California’s numerous inland water bodies, many
locations remain unmonitored. To address these limitations, CDFW has created the CIRAS platform to
modernize the survey process by transitioning to an electronic system that centralizes data collection.
This modernization aims to increase data volume and reliability, extend coverage to all fishable inland
water bodies, and reduce the time and effort required for data management.

One of the goals of the CIRAS application is to improve public access to survey results, allowing anglers
to benefit from the data and enhance their fishing experiences. By making fishing reports accessible
and demonstrating the value of their contributions, CDFW hopes to foster continued public engagement
and support for the CIRAS application.



2 DEFINITIONS

o CIRAS - California Inland Recreational Angler Survey
e Gear — The equipment and/or tackle used to fish. (E.g. Bait, Fly, Lure, etc.)

¢ Inland Waters — Inland waters are all the fresh, brackish, and inland saline waters of the state,
including lagoons, and tidewaters upstream from the mouths of coastal rivers and streams.
Inland waters exclude open or enclosed bays contiguous to the ocean including the waters of
San Francisco Bay and the waters of elkhorn Slough, west of Elkhorn Road between
Castroville and Watsonville.

e GO ID-A GO ID is a unique number generated and assigned to an individual customer’s
record by the Automated License Data System (ALDS), which customers access through
CDFW’s Online License Sales and Services website. This number will appear on all
documents purchased through the website and is one of several identification types that may
be used to access a customer’s record.

¢ Pin (Location) — A digital marker or pin that is placed on a map interface to denote a specific
location.

e Species — Common name for the fish (e.g. Rainbow Trout)

e Species Targeted — Common name for the type of fish that an angler is attempting to catch.



3 GETTING STARTED

3.1 SYSTEM REQUIREMENTS

CIRAS>="=

CIRAS

Currently, CIRAS is only available to Region 2 Waters. Learn More.

An improved angler experience powered by
angling data.

@ Enter Survey Data

£} Ready to Fish?

e Browser: The application works best on modern browsers such as Google Chrome, Mozilla
Firefox, Microsoft Edge, or Safari.

¢ Internet Connection: A stable internet connection is required for smooth operation.

o NOTE: If you do not have access to the internet at the location of your fishing
trip, it might be helpful to write down your data (on paper or as a note in your
phone) and then enter it within the CIRAS application once you have a reliable
internet connection.

e The CIRAS application is built with responsive web design (RWD), meaning that CIRAS will
work on multiple devices including desktops, mobile devices, or tablets.


https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=227795

3.2 ACCESSING THE APPLICATION

o Open your web browser.

e Navigate to the CIRAS application URL: California Inland Recreational Angler Survey

e The home screen will load, presenting you with the main interface of the CIRAS application.


https://ciras.wildlife.ca.gov/

4 CIRAS APPLICATION

4.1 HOME SCREEN (LANDING PAGE)

The Home Screen of the CIRAS application is shown in the screen shot below. In the next section of
the user guide, we will go into further detail about the components that you will see on the screen.

CIRAS>="™

CALIFORNIA INLAND
RECREATIONAL ANGLER SURVEY

entech & meastre & conserve

WATCH THIS VIDED

CIRAS

Currently, CIRAS is only avaiiable to Region 2 Waters. Learn More.

An improved angler experience powered by
angling data.

@ Enter Survey Data

4} Ready to Fish?

Trending

FISH SPECIES

Largemouth Bass

WATERS

Granite Park Pond
3854N -12141°
Coumty:
Sacramento

By the Numbers

past 30 days

75 B

Number of Surveys Submitted

122 w |

Number of Fish Recorded




4.1.1 Home Page Components
The following subsections will help you navigate the CIRAS Landing Page.
4.1.1.1 CDFW Home Link

Screenshot of the upper left-hand corner of the CIRAS Landing Page with a red arrow pointing
towards the CDFW website link, outlined in a red

CIRAS

Currently, CIRAS is only available to Region 2 Waters. Leam More

An improved angler experience powered by
angling data.

$ Enter Survey Data

£} Ready to Fish?

box.

In the upper left corner of the Landing Page, you can see a home icon with the text “CDFW Home”. If
you click on this link, you will be taken to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife public internet
site. You can view information regarding the department, fishing, hunting, licensing, conservation, and
department offered learning resources.



4.1.1.2 Google Translate

In the upper right corner of the Landing Page, you can see a globe icon. If you click on this icon, you
will see the Google Translate drop-down list appear. If you click on this drop-down list, you will see a
list of different languages that you can select from. Once you select one of the languages, the survey
will reload and display in the selected language. After a language is selected, a Google Translate ribbon
at the top of the page will show what the page has been translated to and a button with the option to
revert to show the original language.

‘ *A # CDFW Home @ Translate

| Select Language v X
Powered by Go-gle Translate

Enter Survey Data Ready to Fish? Resources ~




Go gle & Translated to: Spanish v/ Show original

‘ *A A Pagina de inicio de CDFW

Options ¥ %]

@ Traducir

[Spanish v X
Powered by Gogle Translate
CIRAS>= | .
Introducir datos de la ¢ Listo para Recursos ¥

RECREATIONA

N

catch ¢ measure & conserve

ANGLER SURVEY

MIRA ESTE VIDEO




4.1.1.3 Resources

Clicking on the Resources dropdown menu in the top right corner of the CIRAS Landing Page will load
a list of external links to the following documents and web pages:

e CIRAS User Guide

o CIRAS Tutorials (coming soon!)
e FAQs

e Contact Us / Feedback

e Fishing Regulations

CIRAS

An improved angler experience powered by angling data.

@ Enter Survey Data At Ready to Fish?




4.1.1.4 Enter Survey Data Button

Near the middle of the CIRAS Landing Page you will find two large blue buttons. If you click on the
button on the left that reads “Enter Survey Data” you will navigate to the beginning of the CIRAS Angler
Survey. The next main section, Section 5 “CIRAS — Angler Survey”, will go into more detail about
completing the Angler Survey. Within the CIRAS Survey, if you wish to return to the CIRAS Landing
Page, select the CIRAS icon in the upper left corner of the page.

CA # COFPW Home

CIRAS>=">

CIRAS

Currently, CIRAS is only available to Region 2 Waters. Learn More

An improved angler experience powered by angling data.

@ Enter Survey Data 4} Ready to Fish?
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{;G%V & COFW Home @ Translate

CIRAS>—=

Enter Survey Data Ready to Fish? Resources ~

Angler Survey

Each entry is for a single angler, on single body of water, on a single day. Submitting data to CIRAS is not a substitute for species specific
report cards (steelhead, Chinook, Sturgeon).

Where did you fish?

Location *

11




4.1.1.5 Ready to Fish? Button

Near the middle of the CIRAS Landing Page you will find two large blue buttons. If you click on the
button on the right that reads “Ready to Fish?” you will navigate to the Ready to Fish Data Dashboard
Page. Section 6 — “Ready to Fish — Data Dashboard” will go into more detail about navigating and using
the dashboard area. If you wish to return to the CIRAS Landing Page, select the CIRAS icon in the
upper left corner of the page.

Gh 4o

CIRAS:">

CIRAS

Currently, CIRAS is only available to Region 2 Waters. Learn More

An improved angler experience powered by angling data.

@ Enter Survey Data o 1 Ready to Fish?

12



# COFW Home @ Translate

CIRAS> =

Enter Survey Data Ready to Fish? Resources ~

Ready to Fish

An improved angler experience powered by angling data.

anguage

English v
Search by:

FISH WATER NAME AREA

Toggle to view only fish with data

Species Name

O Search
Bass (Unidentified Species)
Black Crappie

1 Bluegill
Brook Trout
Brown Bullhead
Brown Trout
CA Golden Trout
Catfish (Unidentified Species)
Channel Catfish

Chinook Salmon (landlocked)

| Coastal Cutthroat Trout
Common Carp
Eagle Lake Rainbow Trout
Fish (Unidentified Species)
Goose | ake Redband Trout

* Fish with an asterisk do not have data

13



4.1.1.6 Trending

Below the Enter Survey Data and Ready to Fish buttons, you will find the Trending area. This area
highlights trending fish species and waters according to CIRAS survey submissions. lllustrations of the
top three trending fish species can be found on an automated reel, or you can manually click through
the images. Additionally, the top three reported on waters can be found in a similar manner just below
the fish illustrations. The Waters cards show the name of the water body, associated location
coordinates, and the county that the water body is located in.

CIRAS

An improved angler experience powered by angling data.

@ Enter Survey Data /Q Ready to Fish?

Trending

FISH SPECIES

> V'

Chinook Salmon (landlocked)
WATERS

Avocado Lake
9°N -119.41

4.1.1.7 By the Numbers

Further down the CIRAS Landing Page you will find the “By the Numbers” area. This area provides
some quick insights into the CIRAS Survey application. This area highlights both the number of surveys
submitted, and the number of fish recorded in the past 30 days.

14



By the Numbers

past 30 days

Number of Surveys Submitted

54 /r=

Number of Fish Recorded

4.1.1.8 Footer Information

At the bottom of the page within the footer section, you will find some additional information that
includes:

e Alink to California Department of Fish and Wildlife public website

e Alink to CDFW Fisheries Branch public website

e The CDFW'’s Fisheries Branch Chief — Jay Rowan

e The CDFW’s address — 1010 Riverside Parkway West Sacramento, CA 95605

15
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The CIRAS email address — CIRAS@wildlife.ca.gov

Branch Chief: Jay Rowan

1010 Riverside Parkway
West Sacramento, CA 95605

AS@wildlife.ca.gov



mailto:CIRAS@wildlife.ca.gov

5 CIRAS - ANGLER SURVEY

5.1 OVERVIEW

The following sub sections will help with entering data into the CIRAS Angler Survey. Each section will
provide details and screenshots of the corresponding survey section.

5.2 WHERE DID YOU FISH

The first page of the CIRAS Angler Survey is requesting information about the location of where you
fished. Please note that each CIRAS entry is for a single angler, on a single body of water, on a single
day. Submitting data to CIRAS is not a substitute for species-specific report cards (e.g., steelhead,
Chinook, Sturgeon).

[}Gﬂov A CDFW Home @ Translate
: I RAsA’i’ Enter Survey Data Ready to Fish? Resources ~

Angler Survey

Each entry is for a single angler, on single body of water, on a single day. Submitting data to CIRAS is not a substitute for species specific
report cards (steelhead, Chinook, Sturgeon).

Where did you fish?

Location *

5.2.1 Selecting a Water Body

On the first page of the Angler Survey, under the heading “Where did you fish?”, you are asked to select
the location where you fished.

17



To select a waterbody, click into the drop-down list and either scroll down to the appropriate water body
or begin typing the name of the waterbody in the search bar and your waterbody should populate within
the list. Typing more letters will filter the options in the drop-down list accordingly.

(f','gov # CDFW Home @ Translate

IRAS}i

Enter Survey Data Ready to Fish? Resources »

Angler Survey

Each entry is for a single angler, on single body of water, on a single day. Submitting data to CIRAS is not a substitute for species specific
report cards (steelhead, Chinook, Sturgeon).

Where did you fish?

Location *

Fc\sov1| v

Folsom Lake

Once you have selected a waterbody, a map feature will load showing a view of the waterbody that has
been selected. Please review the map feature and confirm that this is the waterbody that you intended
to select. The map feature includes zoom in/zoom out functionality if needed to better visualize the body
of water.

Now that you have confirmed the waterbody, please select the NEXT button to proceed to the next
survey page.

Where did you fish?

Location *

Folsom Lake <<> v

yyyyy

Hidden Valley

ranite Bay

Irah
Mountain

Equestrian
Village

Now that you've selected where you fished, please take the survey to let us know what you've caught

NEXT

18



5.2.2 Can’t Find Your Water?

If the waterbody you are searching for isn’t listed on CIRAS, please click the “Can’t Find Your Water”
button below the drop down.

&gov A CDFW Home @ Translate

CIRAS> =

Enter Survey Data Ready to Fish? Resources »

Angler Survey

Each entry is for a single angler, on single body of water, on a single day. Submitting data to CIRAS is not a substitute for species specific
report cards (steelhead, Chinook, Sturgeon).

Where did you fish?

Location *

Back to Top
Copyright © 2025 State of California

The resulting page will provide the following fields to capture the information of the missing waterbody
so we can make updates to the waterbody list:

¢ Name of the Body of Water (Required Field) — Type in the name of the Missing Waterbody
e County Body of Water is Found In — Select which county the waterbody is found in.
e Location Description — Type a location description of where the waterbody is found.

¢ Map Component (Required Field) — Location Pin — Drop a Pin on the map to show the location
of the waterbody. See the next section if you need instructions on how to drop a pin.

Optional Contact Information
o Name (Optional) — Type in your name
o Phone Number (Optional) — Enter your phone number
o Email Address (Optional) — Enter your email address

19



Enter Survey Data

Angler Survey

Ready to Fish?

@ Translate

Resources ~

Each entry is for a single angler, on single body of water, on a single day. Submitting data to CIRAS is not a substitute for species specific

report cards (steelhead, Chinook, Sturgeon).

Can't find your water?

Name of Body of Water looking for *

County Body of Water found in

Location Description

Email (Optional)

Email

( Cancel

4
Please select the approximate location you fished by placing a pin on the map. If you
are unable to find the water on the map, place the pin near the location where you
fished. After identifying your water, please take the survey to let us know what you
caught.
e g
g dah .
+ & Noregon % e
%
] 2, ), Wyoming
<.
2
>
| Salt Lake City
/ o
{ )
") | jGrestBasin ) '} Utah
Sacramento ( plot
o \
San Francisco,
o
v J
orrest X )
cdmorm\ i\ JLas Vegas Colopea
_Los Angeles Arizona New Mex
RN o Phoenix
San Diego
2 Tucson
\ o P
\
Hermosillo
| Q s ch
E Esri, TomTor FA AA 5, EPA, USF
Name (Optional)
Full ne
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5.2.3 Dropping a Pin

After you have selected your waterbody and advanced to the next page of the survey, within the map
component, you are asked to drop a pin in the approximate area that you were fishing. You can change
the pin location by tapping another spot on the map. If fishing in multiple locations, please drop a pin in
the centralized point within that general area. Please note that the pin location will not be shared on
CIRAS or with the public.

Where did you fish?

Location ( Back
Folsom Lake
Tap the map to drop a pin in the approximate area that you were fishing. You can change it at any time by tapping another spot on the map. Pin location WILL
NOT be shared on CIRAS. If fishing multiple locations, please drop a pin in the centralized point within that area.
= 75
e | R o
& |
% ; Lotus™
- ‘s, \\\“z
Rocklin & \
\Q
Y
ghtand & S
Flagstaff
Hill
E3 =z
* 9 Thompson
ridge | A/ 5 Hill
\ 4 =
fis 2 Granite Bay p >
Roseville 5
glas .
Manzanita
Acres
Lake’ . R
R‘:crea(ion 3 g5 ayhawE
s ' estrian
~ Village
Pine Hill
g o White
priNonh 09t £l Dorado Hills SIEHESPos HLEA
ks
ASA 3 S i £ ASA A A ov E
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5.3 WHEN DID YOU FISH?

On the second page of the Angler Survey, under the heading “When did you fish?”, you are asked to
select the date of your fishing trip, the start time of your fishing day, and the number (#) of hours fished.

When did you fish?
Date *

08/06/2024 B

Start of fishing day *

# of hours fished *

5.3.1 Date

The Date field under “When did you fish?” defaults to today’s date. To change the date, you can type in
the appropriate date in the formal mm/dd/yyyy, or you can click on the calendar icon and select the date
from the date picker area. Please note that you cannot select dates in the future.

When did you fish?

Date *

‘ B/ 06/2024 E l

August 2024 » M

| Su Mo Tu We Th Fr Sa

6 0290 30 3 1 2 3 o
.o

Clear Today

5.3.2 Start of Fishing Day

The next field, “Start of Fishing Day”, requires the time that your fishing day started. You can click on
the clock icon to use the time scroll functionality to select your desired time, or you can type the time

22




directly into the survey field. Please note that the CIRAS application will not allow you to select a time
and date that are in the future.

When did you fish?
Date *

08/06/2024 O

Start of fishing day *

‘ .00 AM ’
0= ER
o 01 PM
10 02
1 03
12 04
[ ot o5 iish for?
02 06
My ey e PECIfIC SPECiEs? *

5.3.3 # of Hours Fished

The next field asks for data about the number of hours spent fishing. You can only input numbers into
this field. For example, for three hours spent fishing, enter the number 3. For four and a half hours,
enter 4.5 hours.

When did you fish?
Date *

08/06/2024 ]

Start of fishing day *

08:00 AM

# of hours fished *

3

5.4 WHAT DID YOU FISH FOR?

5.4.1 Were you fishing for a specific species?

Under the survey heading “What did you fish for?” the first question asks if you were fishing for a specific
species. If no, select the “No” toggle and move onto the “What Did You Catch?” section of the survey.

23



If you were fishing for a specific species, select the “Yes” toggle. With the “Yes” toggle activated, an
additional field titled “Fish Species” will appear. Next, select your specific Fish Species in the drop-down
list either by scrolling to the species hame or by typing the species name into the search box.

What did you fish for?

Were you fishing for specific species? *

5.4.2 Target Fish Species

The Target Fish Species field and associated drop-down list is only available when the previous field,
“Were you fishing for a specific species?”, is set to “Yes”. When set to “Yes”, the Target Fish Species
drop-down works in a similar way to the Water Body/Location List that was on the first page of the
survey. You can either scroll until you find the desired Target Fish Species, or you can begin typing the
name of the species in the search bar and the results should filter the list and populate with your species
as one of the potential choices. On a mobile device, once you select your species from the drop-down
menu, click “OK” to add it to the list. Please note that you can add multiple species. You can also delete
a species by selecting the “X” if you hover over the right-side of the blue label in the Fish Species box
on a computer or by touching the species name in the list on a mobile device.

What did you fish for?

Were you fishing for specific species? *

N Yes

Fish species *

Smallmouth Bass | Largemouth Bass | Chinook S= (X % Q -

24




5.5 WHAT DID YOU CATCH?
5.5.1 Did you catch fish?

Under the “What did you catch?” section you are asked to report if you caught any fish. There is a toggle
that you can indicate “Yes” or “No”. If “Yes” is selected, a Catch List Table will appear. If “No” is selected,
the Catch List Table will not appear, and you can move onto the next section of the survey.

What did you catch?

Please record the number of fish kept and released for each fish size and species caught. Click the info button for more details
Did you catch fish? * ffi-.\"

No Yes

5.5.1.1 Catch List

If you selected “Yes” for the previous question, the Catch List entry fields will appear. Here, you will be
able to add data about the fish that you caught to create a Catch List table (see image below). Within
the table, select the fish species that you caught, the size of the fish (in inches), the number of fish kept
and/or released. Once you have entered the catch data, select “Add to Catch List” to add the data to
the table. If you need to enter additional information, you can enter multiple rows of data to the catch
list, just make sure to select the “Add to Catch List” button each time to make sure all your data is
included in the catch list table to be submitted in the survey. Please enter a row for each species and
size combination (see example below). If you caught fish of different sizes but the same species, please
enter a new row for each species/size combination. Additionally, if you need to delete a row of the Catch

What did you catch?

Please recc the numbe I Tisn Kept and released Tor each Tisn size and species caugnt. ClIck the info button Tor mare aetalls

Did you catch fish? * :1

\[a Yes

Fish Species * Size (inch) * # Kept # Released

I

Add to Catch List

Fish Species Size (inch) #Kept # Released
Largemouth Bass 14 4] 1
Smallmouth Bass 12 0 1
Largemouth Bass 13 1 0

Total # Fish: Total # Kept: Total # Released:
3 1 2

25



List table, you can select the trash bin icon to the right of the row, and it will be removed from the Catch
List table.

5.6 WHAT DID YOU USE?

In the survey section titled “What did you use?” you are asked to enter some additional information
about your fishing trip such as what gear you used and where you fished from during the trip.

What did you use?

Gear Used *

Bait Fly Lure Other (describe)

Used Second Rod

Where did you fish from? *

5.6.1 Gear Used

In the first section under “What Did You Use?”, please select the type of gear that you used during your
fishing trip. The gear type choices include Bait, Fly, Lure, Other (describe), and Used Second Rod. This
is a multi-select field, so please check all applicable options. Please note that if “Other (describe)” is
selected, a text box will be provided for you to fill in additional details about your alternate gear type.

Gear Used *

Bait Fly Lure Other (describe)

Used Second Rod

5.6.2 Where did you fish from?

The next question asks for details about where you fished from. The options include motorized boat,
non-motorized boat, or shore/wading. For the purposes of the CIRAS application, a motorized boat is
defined as a boat with an electric or gas motor. Some examples of hon-motorized boats include float

tubes, kayaks, drift boats, paddleboards, etc.

Where did you fish from? *

Motorized Boat
Non-Motorized Boat

Shaore/Wading

26




5.7 HOW SATISFIED ARE YOU?

The “How Satisfied Are You?” section provides an area to rate your angling experience and provide
additional comments about your fishing trip.

How satisfied are you?

Very Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Neutral Somewhat Very Unsatisfied
Unsatisfied
Overall Angling o
Experience
Size of Fish o
Number of Fish o

Additional comments about this fishing trip

5.7.1 Satisfaction Table

The Satisfaction Table contains three categories: Overall Angling Experience, Size of Fish, Number of
Fish. Users are asked to select a satisfaction level for each of the three categories. The satisfaction
levels ordered from highest satisfaction to lowest satisfaction are: Very Satisfied, Somewhat Satisfied,
Neutral, Somewhat Unsatisfied, or Very Unsatisfied.

Very Satisfied Somewhat Satisfied Neutral Somewhat Very Unsatisfied
Unsatisfied
Overall Angling o
Experience
Size of Fish o
Number of Fish o
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5.7.2 Additional Comments about this fishing trip

If you would like, you can leave additional comments on your fishing trip in the free text field below the
Satisfaction Table.

Additional comments about this fishing trip

5.8 ABOUT YOU
5.8.1 Home Zip Code

Under the “About You” section, you are required to enter your Home Zip Code. This gives us information
regarding approximately how far anglers are willing to travel to certain fisheries.

About you
Home Zip Code *

95630

5.9 RECAPTCHA AND SuBMmIT

The CIRAS Survey application uses reCAPTCHA to help protect the application from spam, bots, and
fake submissions. It uses a combination of adaptive CAPTCHAs and risk analysis to differentiate
between humans and bots, while allowing legitimate users to pass through with ease.

Click on the checkbox that reads “I'm not a robot”. Complete the reCAPTCHA prompt if there is one
and then select Submit to submit your CIRAS survey.

I'm not a robot
raCAPTCHA

Privacy - Terns
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I t a robot
\/ m not a robo - &H;

Privacy - Terms

Please note that if you have incorrectly entered data into any of the survey fields or left any required
fields blank, your survey will not be submitted until those fields have been filled out correctly. Fields with
errors will be highlighted in red with a corresponding error message such as Response Required.
Please fill out any errored fields and resubmit your survey once completed.

About you

Response required.

Home Zip Code *

\/ I'm not a robot

reCAPTCHA
Privagy - Terms
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5.10 SURVEY SUBMITTED

Once you have successfully submitted your CIRAS survey you will arrive at the Survey Submitted page.
There should be a note at the top of the page thanking you for submitting your survey data and asking
you to please enter some optional demographic information within the fields that follow.

/ @~
L%é\" # CDFW Home @Translate

CIRASX=S

Enter Survey Data Ready to Fish? Resources =

Survey Submitted

Thank you for submitting your survey data, please enter optional demographic information below.

About you

Please enter optional demographic information belo Lemographic data De Kept C lel

Gender

Select v

Race/Ethnicity

Select v

Primary language spoken at home

Select v

Which accessibility improvement would you like to see CDFW direct resources towards? (please select your top priority)

Select v

Back to Top

Copyright © 2024 State of California
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5.10.1 About you - Optional Demographic Data

Within the “About You” section you are asked to enter optional demographic information that will not be
shared on the CIRAS platform, it is for internal use only.

These optional fields include:
e GOID (10 digit)
e Age
e Gender
e Race/Ethnicity
e Primary language spoken at home

¢ Which accessibility improvement would you like to see CDFW direct resources towards?
(please select your top priority)

Please note that if the drop-down lists do not contain your choice value, you can select “Other
(describe)” and you will be provided with a free text field to type in your missing value.

Once you have provided the optional information, please select “Submit” and your demographic data
will be submitted.

Survey Submitted

Thank you for submitting your survey data, please enter optional demographic information below.

About you

Please enter optional demaographic informatio elo Demographic data De Kept contigentia

GOID

Age

Gender

Select v

Race/Ethnicity

Select v

Primary language spoken at home

Select v

Which accessibility improvement would you like to see CDFW direct resources towards? (please select your top priority)

Select v
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5.10.2 Additional Questions

Some fish species may include some additional follow-up questions. For example, if you report Chinook
Salmon or steelhead, caught in anadromous waters, you will be prompted with the following
supplemental questions (note, you may also be prompted with these questions in inland waters if there
is an ongoing special study):

¢ Did any of your fish have a clipped fin?

o Were any of your fish tagged?

5.10.2.1  Fish Fin Clip

In this additional section you are asked if any of your fish had a clipped fin. For your reference, an
illustration has been provided within the CIRAS survey to show examples of possible tags or fin clip
locations.

Within this section, there is a table for you to provide information about clipped fins. The choices are
Adipose, Other, No, or Unknown.

Fish Fin Clip

ting d es specific report cards (steelhead, C

adipose fin
disc tag

caudal fin
Did any of your fish have a clipped fin?
Size Action Adipose Other No Unknown
gulsie g o
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5.10.2.2 Fish Tagged Questions

In this additional section you are asked if any of your fish were tagged. There is a table that will show a
list of the fish you caught with an area to add information about any potential tags. If you select “Yes”,
please also include the Tag ID if possible. Including Tag IDs could allow CDFW staff to estimate growth
and survival statistics.

Fish Tagged

Were any of your fish tagged?

Size Action Yes No Unknown TagID

Chinook Salmon
(anadromous)

12 Kept (o]
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6 READY TO FISH DASHBOARD

6.1 OVERVIEW

The Ready to Fish Dashboard is the data dashboard component of CIRAS. The dashboard uses
information submitted by anglers via CIRAS surveys to help anglers plan for their future fishing trips.
This area gets information back into the hands of the public with hopes of improving angling
experiences by providing insights into fish species, waterbodies, geographical areas, and more.

Anglers can search the Ready To Fish Dashboard by selecting a fish species, waterbody, or
geographic area:

34

Fish — This section of the dashboard will show insights for a specific fish species across all
waterbodies where the species was reported. Data displayed includes the waterbodies where
the fish are commonly caught, a distribution chart of the length of fish caught (inches), and the
most popular gear type used to catch a particular fish.

Waterbody — This section of the dashboard will show insights for a specific waterbody. Some
highlights of this section include information about common species of fish caught in the
waterbody, information about the fishing trips that have been reported to CIRAS with data
about the number of trips, number of fish caught, and the number of hours spent fishing. The
dashboard also shows angler satisfaction averages for the waterbody.

Area — This section of the dashboard will show insights about waterbodies and fish near a
certain geographic location. Users can select a location and a mileage range to filter results
down to a specific area. The dashboard will show waterbodies within the filtered range,
common fish species reported to CIRAS, and additional fishing trip data such as number of
fish caught, number of hours spent fishing, and total number of fishing trips.



The following sections of the user guide will review each of the three ways to search the information
on the Ready to Fish Dashboard.

A

A CDFW Home @ Translate

Y
(/Gov

CIRAS>=

Enter Survey Data Ready to Fish? Resources »

Ready to Fish

An improved angler experience powered by angling data.

English v
Search by:

] WATER NAME

Toggle to view only fish with data

Species Name
O Search

Bass (Unidentified Species)

Black Crappie

Bluegill

Brook Trout

Brown Bullhead

Brown Trout

CA Golden Trout

Catfish (Unidentified Species)

Channel Catfish

Chinook Salmon (landlocked)
Coastal Cutthroat Trout
Common Carp

Eagle Lake Rainbow Trout
Fish (Unidentified Species)
Goose | ake Redband Trout

* Fish with an asterisk do not have data
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6.2 READY TO FISH — LANGUAGE OPTION

The Ready to Fish Dashboard has an option to change the language from the English default. To
change the language for this area, simply locate the Language drop box on the upper right portion of
the dashboard area and select a language from the resulting list. Once you have selected a language

the page will reload and display translatable text in the newly selected language.

The list of languages currently available include:

e Arabic, Armenian, Chinese (Simplified), Chinese (Traditional), English, Filipino (Tagalog),
French, Hebrew, Japanese, Khmer, Korean, Pashto, Persian, Punjabi, Russian, Spanish,
Thai, Ukrainian, and Vietnamese.

Language
Spanish
Search by:
FISH WATERBODY AREA
Nombre de la especie Ndmero de satisfaccin e.
Rairbad . @ 2 A Sly Creek Reservoir
@ Filtro Avanzado Rainbow Trout Nombre del agua §at|sfa((|on General A
Kern River P
Afio Nombre Del Agua JJJJU
Todas W Todas
20 mil ; — z* = i
. < - Numero de peces capturados por Mes siver Fork America
Numero de peces capturados AL Captura de peces por hora
4430 54 e 04 mil e
| v ¢ . Lng s e
Numero de viaies NUmero de aquas 0,8 mil
Rainbow Trout Lamik,,
1.8 mil Stony Creek
@ 3,0 mil R -
Captura de peces por hora
2,5 mil 2t
& o NEVADA = 57 mil Longitud mediana (pulgad.
- @@ O .o Sy @ 2,9 mil g
€] P R 1,0 mil
\ s O@ar:s n Ci 0,2 mil Numero de peces
ahen & Largo de los peces capturados por Pulgadas capturados por Equipo
A @& .. 13 mil
San Francisco” & -l 51 mil
San.José il
Fve.snc O 25 mil i 4m
cal ZORgtA Las fod5e G o 0mi
\ 01mi 01m I
Bakagsfield, 2 3
B Microsof Bing ©2024 ToriTom, ©2024 Microsoft Corporation, _T_a'; 4-6 7-9 12 1341 6-18 9 B 5
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6.3 BY FISH SPECIES

6.3.1 Initial Page

The first section of the dashboard uses Fish Species as the main filter. On the initial page of the Seach
by Fish dashboard, you can select a fish species that you would like to get more CIRAS insights about.
Please note that the list defaults to Fish with Data. You can switch the toggle in the top right corner of
the visualization page to “All Fish” but please keep in mind that some of the fish in the resulting list may
not have any CIRAS data associated with the fish species so the dashboard may not be available. Once
users submit data for that species it will be available on this section of the dashboard. You can return
to the list of fish with data by switching the same toggle back to the default.

For this example, Largemouth Bass has been selected. You will notice that the fish illustration to the
right of the list will update based on the fish species selected.

Once you have your fish selected and you have confirmed that the illustration matches that of your
selected species, please click on the View Dashboard button at the bottom of the page.

e
c I Rns@ = Enter Survey Data Ready to Fish? Resources «
Ready to Fish
An improved angler experience powered by angling data.
English -
Search by:
FISH WATER NAME AREA

Species Name

Goose Lake Redband Trout
Green Sunfish

Hardhead

Kern River Rainbow Trout
Kokanee

Lahontan Cutthroat Trout
Lake Trout

Little Kern Golden Trout

Minnow (Unidentified Species)
Mountain Whitefish

Other

Pumpkinseed

Rainbow Trout

* Fish with an asterisk do not have data

[ View Dashboard ]
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6.3.2 Dashboard

For this dashboard example, Largemouth Bass was selected as the fish species.

FISH WATERBODY AREA
Species Name Number of Fish Satisfaction
argemouth Bass @ " Antelope Lake
@ Advanced Filter il i Water Name Overall Satisfaction -
Antelope Lake JJJJ
Year Water Name
Lake Davis
All \ All (S
Little Grass Valley Reservoir JJJ
: Number of Fish Caught by Month
Number of Fish Caught
Number of Trips Number of Waters

Largemouth Bass
Little Grass Valley R...

Susanville
Susanvilie

75

Number of Fish Caught
by Gear

-+ Yenngton

outh Lake Tahoe 28 3 ekl SR g O & S
B Microsott sing / & P S 05 ok comorston Teme 46 79 10-12 1315 16-18 19-21 2224 25-2
At

Within the visualization you will see that the Species Name is Largemouth Bass.
The visualizations/metrics shown on this dashboard include:
e Species Name — Largemouth Bass in this example
e Year — Based on available CIRAS survey data
¢ Water Name — Default is set to all, but you can select a specific waterbody if desired

o Number of Fish Caught — Total number of fish caught (Kept and Released) within the filtered
range

o Number of Trips — Total count of CIRAS surveys reported within the filtered range
¢ Number of waters where the fish species was caught within the filtered range

¢ Map Component — Shows locations where the fish species was caught within the filtered
range. The larger the circle the more fish were caught at the specific location.

o Water Rating - Satisfaction table based on the CIRAS survey results for satisfaction at a given
water body. Three tabs for overall satisfaction, number of fish caught satisfaction, and size of
fish caught satisfaction. The top three waterbodies are displayed as default.

e Number of Fish Caught by Month — Shows the number of fish caught during each month.

e Length of Fish Caught by Inches — Bar graph to show the distribution of length of fish caught in
inches.

e Waterbody Cards — Shows name of waterbody, number of fish caught per hour, and median
length (inches) of fish caught.
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¢ Number of Fish Caught by Gear Type — Bar graph to show the number of fish caught by gear
type.

By default, the Fish Species tab on the dashboard uses the following Advanced Filters to create the
visualization that loads on the resulting page.

e Location
o All

¢ Distance from location (miles)
o All

o Gear
o All

e Length in Inches

o e.g., 1-72” (full size range of reported fish in image below)
e Month

o Al
e Date Fished

o e.g., 10/24/2005 -08/22/2024 (full date range of reported fishing trips in image
below)

Clear Filters

Location

Distance from location (miles)

All

All

Length in Inches

1 72

O

Date Fished

=

3172024

O

All » 8/22/2024

39



6.4 By WATER NAME
6.4.1 Initial page

The next dashboard tab uses Water Name as the main filter. On the initial page of the Seach by Water
Name tab, you can select a waterbody that you would like to get more CIRAS insights about. Please
note that the list defaults to Surveyed Waters or waters for which users have already submitted data.
You can switch the toggle in the top right corner of the visualization page to “All Waters” but please
keep in mind that some of the waterbodies in the resulting list may not have any CIRAS data associated
with the waterbody so the dashboard may not be available. You can return to the list of waterbodies
with data by switching the same toggle back to the default.

For this example, Truckee River has been selected as the waterbody.

&e{: y @ CDFW Home @ Translate
c I Rasﬁ Enter Survey Data Ready to Fish? Resources ~
Ready to Fish

An improved angler experience powered by angling data.
Language

English v
Search by:

FISH WATER NAME AREA

Surveyed Waters

Toggle to view only surveyed waters

Water Name

Stony Creek
| Sugar Pine Reservoir

[

[

[T] susan River
[] Tamarack Creek
[

Trinity Lake
[ Tuolumne River
] Twin Lakes
[C] Twin valley Creek
"] Union Valley Reservoir
[] Upper Truckee River
[] webber Lake
[C] west Fork Carson River
[] West Fork San Gabriel River

[] whiskeytown Lake

* Waters with an asterisk do not have data

[ View Dashboard ]
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6.4.2 Dashboard

For this example, Truckee River was selected as the Waterbody.

FISH WATERBODY AREA
@ Advanced Filter Water Name Year
- Truckee River v @ All : 3 1 5 7 2 9 3 1 5
atest Fish Stocking " Number of Trips Number of Fish Caught Number of Hours
SAIESE RN SI00KMG Truckee River
¥ % Overall Satisfaction Number of Fish Satisfaction Size of Fish Satisfaction
@2
Mount Rose
o It . - A @ Number of Fish Caught by Month Number of Fish Caught by
(5o Gear
E Incline
{ Village
Squaw . Ma
™ < i Jui
Tahoe City Snow Valley Peak Carson s
Sunnyside-Tahoe City 162
8202 Vicrosot Corporation Jeris

!

Length of Fish Caught by Inches

5
Mountain Whitefish Rainbow Trout Brown Trout
Fish Caught per Hour Fish Caught per Hour Fish Caught per Hour
1 1 05
Median Length (inches) Median Length (inches) Median Length (inches)
10 13 15

Within the visualization you will see that the water name is Truckee River.
The visualizations/metrics shown on this dashboard include:
¢ Water Name — Truckee River in this example

e Last Fish Stocking — If available, this will show the week the waterbody was last stocked with
fish.

e Waterbody Map — Aerial view of the waterbody

e Year — Total number of fish caught (kept and released) within the filtered range

o Number of Trips — Total count of CIRAS surveys reported within the filtered range

o Number of Fish Caught — Total number of fish caught at the waterbody within the filtered range
o Number of Hours Fished — Sum of total hours fished at this waterbody

e Overall Satisfaction — Average rating based on CIRAS Satisfaction Survey

o Number of Fish Caught Satisfaction - Average rating based on CIRAS Satisfaction Survey

e Size of Fish Caught Satisfaction - Average rating based on CIRAS Satisfaction Survey

e Number of Fish Caught by Month — Shows the number of fish caught during each month.
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o Number of Fish Caught by Gear Type — Bar graph to show the distribution of fish caught by
gear type.

e Length of Fish Caught by Inches — Bar graph to show the distribution of length of fish caught in
inches.

By default, the By Waterbody dashboard uses the following Advanced Filters to create the visualization
that loads on the resulting page.

o Gear
o Al
e Month
o Al
e Length in Inches
o e.g., 6-26” (full size range of reported fish in image below)
e Date Fished

o e.g., 06/27/2002 — 8/24/2019 (full date range of reported fishing trips in image
below)

Clear Filters

Length in Inches Date Fished

B 26 6/27/2002 ©  8/24/3019

O O O

6.5 BY AREA
6.5.1 Initial Page

The final dashboard uses Area or location as the main filter. On the initial page of the Seach by Area
tab, you can select a location or city that you would like to get more CIRAS insights about. You can
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select a city in the Location drop-down list or search for a city by typing the value into the search bar.
Next, you can select a distance from the location (miles) value to filter the results down to waterbodies
within a certain number of miles from the city you wish to select.

For this example, Folsom has been selected as the location/city and we have selected 50 Miles as the
distance from the location (miles) to filter our results by.

GA # CDFW Home @ Translate
c I RASL"-é Enter Survey Data Ready to Fish? Resources ~
Ready to Fish

An improved angler experience powered by angling data

Ready 1o Fish (dashboard) displays data submitted by anglers to CIRAS
If there is a water or species you like to fish that isn't on the dashboard, please make sure to enter your next trip into the Angler Survey

English -
Search by:

FISH WATER NAME AREA

Location

Bistance from location (miles)

[ View Dashboard ]I
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6.5.2 Dashboard

Within the visualization you will see that the location is set to Folsom and the Distance from Location

(miles) has been set to 50.

The visualizations/metrics shown on this dashboard include:

FISH WATER NAME AREA
Multiple waters in range
Location Distance from location (miles) 24
@ Advanced Filter @ Number of Waters
druckee Fish Catoht per Hour
Live,Oak 4 icline 9 2 7 0 375
Grass Valley () Y’“Jge Median gty Unches
o Tahoe ity | ¢ dumber of Fish Caught 5
Yuba Gity Alta Sierig i
= Lake Tande Ir
Tahoma | a-‘
Plupa) Lake Meadowlista T Ger 9 5 2 4 - ' v,?
South Lake'Taho Number of Hours
Lipcoln Auburn Gatt
- / -
o Rock 2035
Roseville () = 35
& acerville W Number of Trips 5
Woodland— s Folsom s
~g3fhcho CordoV G Fl
Sacramento %/
B < 3 Water Name Overall Satisfaction
Florin e Amador Pines '
Plymouth P Elk Grove Park Pond JJJJ
Elk Grove Redt Corma V)
X ) Lake Amador JJJ
one Tackson ¥ 4
o = Rail Road Flat
{ 2 g . American River JJ
Carkg Pardes tanisiaut National §
-~ Camanche Reservoir JJJ
3 Ranchol® Murphys
Lodi Calaveras ool et ot e
2 © 2024 TTom, © 2025 Micraon Crporaton e Hell Hole Reservoir O Y

¢ Waterbody Map — Aerial view of the waterbodies within the filtered range. The circles on the
map correspond to waterbodies with recorded CIRAS data. The larger the circle the more
CIRAS surveys that have been submitted for the specific waterbody.

o Number of Waters — The total number of waterbodies within the given range with CIRAS data

reported.

¢ Number of Fish Caught — Total number of fish caught at the waterbody within the filtered range

¢ Number of Hours Fished — Sum of total hours fished at the highlighted waterbodies.

o Number of Trips — Total count of CIRAS surveys reported within the filtered range.

o Fish Species Cards — Statistics about the Top three fish species caught in the area. The card
includes information about the number of fish caught per hour and the median length in inches

of the fish caught.
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Overall Satisfaction — Average rating based on CIRAS satisfaction surveys (sorted by highest
to lowest rating).

Number of Fish Caught Satisfaction - Average rating based on CIRAS satisfaction surveys
(sorted by highest to lowest rating).

Size of Fish Caught Satisfaction - Average rating based on CIRAS satisfaction surveys (sorted
by highest to lowest rating).

By default, the By Waterbody dashboard uses the following Advanced Filters to create the visualization
that loads on the resulting page.
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Species Name

o Al
Gear
o Al
Date Fished
o ng 0)6/27/2002 — 8/24/2019 (full date range of reported fishing trips in image
elow

Length in Inches

o e.g., 6-26” (full size range of reported fish in image below)
Year

o All
Month

o Al

Clear Filters

Species Name

All

Date Fished

Length in Inches

6/27/2002 &  8/24/3019

O




7 TROUBLESHOOTING AND SUPPORT

7.1 POTENTIAL ISSUES

e Page Not Loading
o Ensure you have a stable internet connection and try refreshing the page.

e Survey Not Submitting

o Check for any incomplete sections or required fields and ensure that all
information is provided.

o There may be red error messages to alert you of missing survey information
that is required to submit the survey.

7.2 HELP AND SUPPORT

e FAQs

o Check the Frequently Asked Questions (FAQs) section located in the
Resources menu for quick answers.

e Additional assistance or inquiries
o Email: CIRAS@wildlife.ca.gov
o Contact Us / Feedback
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https://wildlife.ca.gov/Fishing/Inland/CIRAS/Contact

8 CONCLUSION

The California Inland Recreational Angler Survey (CIRAS) User Guide has been designed to support
anglers in effectively submitting, navigating, and utilizing survey data to enhance recreational fishing
experiences across California's inland waters. By following the guidelines and instructions outlined in
this guide, users can ensure accurate data collection, insightful analysis, and meaningful
interpretation of results.

Our collective understanding of fishing patterns, preferences, and impacts will be significantly
enriched through the diligent application of CIRAS tools and techniques. Additionally, the CIRAS
platform provides a new level of data openness and transparency. This, in turn, will contribute to the
development of informed strategies for managing and sustaining California’s valuable aquatic
resources for the public’s enjoyment. We encourage all users to actively engage with the survey
process, review the data-backed insights, and provide feedback to achieve our shared goal of
preserving and improving the quality of inland recreational fishing.

Thank you for your dedication to advancing recreational angling and supporting the fishing community
in California.
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