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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, AND SEASONALITY 

The ornate shrew is common in the southern two-thirds of California west of the Sierra 
Nevada, from Mendocino and Butte cos. south to the Mexican border. Its optimum
habitats are valley foothill and montane riparian, but it also occurs in a wide variety of
woodland, chaparral, grassland, and emergent wetland habitats. The ornate shrew is
generally found below 1875 m (6000 ft). There are two reported specimens from Santa
Catalina Island (Owen and Hoffmann 1983). 

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS 

Feeding: Feeds on insects and other invertebrates under logs, rocks, low cover, dense
vegetation and litter. (Hoffmann 1999). 

Cover: Uses stumps, logs, and litter.

Reproduction: Nests in wood, shrubs, and burrows. There is one report of nesting in a
woodrat nest (Vestal 1938). 

Water: No data found, but occurs in dry habitats, so the species may not require water.

Pattern: Is most abundant in riparian habitat, though it is widespread in terms of occupied 
habitats. Prefers moist microhabitats with low, dense vegetation for protection from the
elements (Hoffmann 1999). 

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY 

Activity Patterns: Yearlong activity. Most surface activity is nocturnal. Pearson (1959)
reported two peaks of activity, one at dusk and another later at night. 

Seasonal Movements/Migration: No data found. 

Home Range: No data found.

Territory: No data found. 

Reproduction: May breed somewhat later than S. vagrans. Most pregnancies occur in 
March and April but may take place from February through October. Gestation lasts about
21 days and the litter size is 4-6. Few females produce more than one litter in a year; most
individuals do not live to breed a second year (Rudd 1955a, Hoffmann 1999). 

Niche: This small insectivore occurs with other shrews, such as S. vagrans and S. 



trowbridgii, but its relations with these species are unknown. It is able to occupy drier 
upland habitats than other shrews. Predators include owls (Von Bloeker 1937). 

Comments: Four subspecies of the ornate shrew have restricted distributions and are 
California Species of Special Concern (Williams 1986). S. o. sinuosus occurs only in San 
Pablo and Suisun bays. It is both less abundant and more restricted in distribution than the 
endangered salt-marsh harvest mouse. It prefers the dense, low-lying cover of salicornia. 
Marshes and sloughs around the perimeter of Buena Vista Lake in Kern Co. are the known 
location for S. o. relictus. This subspecies also may occur in the Tulare basin and at Kern 
and Pixley National Wildlife refuges, but its status in unknown. The coastal marshes of Los 
Angeles and Ventura cos., from Pt. Mugu to Anaheim and Newport Beach, constitute the 
known range of S. o. salicornicus, the status of which is unknown. The Santa Catalina shrew, 
S. o. willetti, is known from two specimens obtained on Santa Catalina Island, one by Von 
Bloeke (1967) and one by Williams (1986). It probably occurs in larger, stream-bearing 
canyons of valley foothill riparian habitat. S. v. sinuosus formerly was considered a full 
species, S. sinuosus. 
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