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DISTRIBUTION, ABUNDANCE, AND SEASONALITY 

The long-legged myotis is common in California, occurring in the coastal ranges from
Oregon to Mexico, the Cascade/Sierra Nevada ranges to southern California, most of the
Great Basin region, and in several Mojave Desert mountain ranges. It is absent only from the
Central Valley, the Colorado and Mojave deserts (except in mountain ranges), and from
eastern Lassen and Modoc cos. This species is most common in woodland and forest
habitats above 1200 m (4000 ft). Also forages in chaparral, coastal scrub, Great Basin shrub
habitats, and in early successional stages of woodlands and forests. Uncommon in desert 
and arid grassland habitats. Records range from sea level to 3600 m (11,400 ft); the latter
record is from New Mexico (Findley et al. 1975). 

SPECIFIC HABITAT REQUIREMENTS 

Feeding: The long-legged myotis feeds on flying insects, primarily moths (Black 1974,
Whitaker et al. 1977, 1981). Flight of this species is strong and direct. It feeds at fairly low
heights 3-5 m (10-15 ft) over water, close to trees and cliffs, and in openings in woodlands
and forests. This species is not particularly maneuverable, and generally it makes a single
attempt at capture during a feeding pass. Associated with these flight and feeding patterns is
the ability to detect prey at a long distance (10 m) (Fenton and Bell 1979). The long-legged
myotis responds to short-lived patches of high insect density, often congregating with other
bat species (Bell 1980). 

Cover: The long-legged myotis roosts in rock crevices, buildings, under tree bark, in
snags, mines, and caves. Separate day and night roosts may be used. Trees probably are
the most important day roosts. Caves and mines are used only as night roosts. There are a
few records of hibernation in caves. 

Reproduction: This species forms nursery colonies numbering hundreds of individuals,
usually under bark or in hollow trees, but occasionally in crevices or buildings. 

Water: This species drinks regularly, and has poor urine-concentrating ability. 

Pattern: Feeds over water, and over open habitats, using denser woodlands and forests
for cover and reproduction (Warner and Czaplewski 1984). 

SPECIES LIFE HISTORY 

Activity Patterns: Nocturnal. Hibernates. Emerges at or shortly after, dusk, later than
some other species (e.g., Myotis californicus, M. occultus, and Pipistrellus hesperus) (Jones
1965). This fairly cold-tolerant species hibernates during winter. 

Seasonal Movements/Migration: Probably makes short migrations to suitable hibernacula. 



The winter range is poorly known. 

Home Range: No data found. 

Territory: Often found in large colonies. 

Reproduction: Mating occurs in the fall, and the young are born in June and July. 
Lactating females are found in July and August. The young may begin flying in mid-July. 
Year-old bats are capable of reproduction (Schowalter 1980). The maximum recorded 
longevity is 21 yr (Tuttle and Stevenson 1982). 

Niche: The long-legged myotis is a small, direct-flying aerial insectivore, which seems to 
feed primarily on moths. 
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