
Public Review        CDFW Substantive Review

Mitigation Credit Agreement (MCA)
Development, Review, and Approval Process

This document is intended to provide MCA users with a broad-
level overview of the MCA development, review, and approval 
process, including CDFW’s involvement. Please see Program 
Guidelines and Fish and Game Code 1850 et seq. for detailed 
requirements. 

Draft MCA Development and Pre-submittal Options

MCA Sponsor submits draft 
MCA package

Final Review

- CDFW HQ action (may also include RCIS proponent)

- MCA Sponsor action

- Optional actions

- Steps required in this 
sequence

- Possible outcomes

(Minimum of 90 days)

Within 
120 days

MCA Sponsor submits an 
accessible PDF of the draft MCA Within 30 

days

Completeness Review

Native American Tribes 
are notified of upcoming 

MCA public review

Typically,        
30 days

HQ determines the MCA to 
be complete? 

MCA Sponsor edits MCA based on CDFW comment 
letter and prepares final MCA to submit to CDFW

Accessible PDF of the draft MCA is 
posted on the CDFW Program 
website for public review and 

notifications are sent out

File notice of availability with 
all applicable cities and 

counties 

HQ and Region available to  participate in 
meetings, review draft materials, & provide 

input

CDFW determines if MCA concept 
is viable and suggests moving 
forward with the MCA or not

If a framework is submitted, CDFW 
will work with the MCA sponsor to 

review and approve. Approved  
components can be used when 

preparing future MCA packages.

Public comment period closes, and all 
comments collected and shared with CDFW

Provides CDFW with written draft responses to all 
public comments received

Minimum of 60 days

Framework: MCA Sponsor submits framework and any 
components of the MCA they would like to have pre-

approved along with the conceptual framework

MCA Concept: Recommended when proposing non-
permanent credits, or for those new to the MCA process.   

Consult with other applicable regulatory 
agencies

HQ determines that the 
MCA could be approved? 

The MCA is approved. Accessible PDF of the MCA is posted on the 
Program website for public use and notifications are sent out

NoYes

Receive letter explaining 
what needs to be added 

to the MCA

Receive conditional 
approval letter

MCA sponsor must meet final conditions for approval, including 
submission of an accessible PDF of the Final MCA

MCA Sponsor routes the MCA to all signing parties for signature

MCA Sponsor works with CDFW to get the MCA established and 
release credits for sale and use. 

NoYes

Receive incomplete 
determination letter 

explaining what needs to be 
added to the MCA

Receive conditional 
completeness 

determination letter

Various CDFW technical reviewers comment on the posted draft MCA

All public comments and MCA sponsor responses reviewed and considered

As applicable, CDFW coordinates review of MCA components by other 
regulatory agencies and receives comments 

Comments compiled into a formal comment letter sent to MCA sponsor
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