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EASY GUIDE TO USING THE BINDER

1. Download and open the binder document using portable document reader (pdf) software
like Adobe Acrobat/Reader.

2. If a bookmark panel does not automatically appear on either the top or left side of the
screen, click/tap on the “bookmark symbol” located near the top left-hand corner.

3. To make adjustments to the view, use the Page Display option in the View tab. You
should see something like:
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4. We suggest leaving open the bookmark panel to help you move efficiently among the
staff summaries and numerous supporting documents in the binder. It's helpful to think
of these bookmarks as a table of contents that allows you to go to specific points in the
binder without having to scroll through hundreds of pages.

<[+
5. You can resize the two panels by placing your cursor in the dark, vertical line
located between the panels and using a long click /tap to move in either direction.

6. You may also adjust the sizing of the documents by adjusting the sizing preferences
located on the Page Display icons found in the top toolbar or in the View tab.

7. Upon locating a staff summary for an agenda item, notice that you can obtain more
information by clicking/tapping on any item underlined in blue.

8. Return to the staff summary by simply clicking/tapping on the item in the bookmark
panel.

9. Do not hesitate to contact staff if you have any questions or would like assistance.



Overview of California Fish and Game Commission Committee Meeting

e Welcome to this meeting of the Wildlife Resources Committee. The committee is comprised
of up to two commissioners who co-chair each meeting; members are assigned by the
Commission annually.

e Our goal today is informed discussion to guide future decision-making, and we need your
cooperation to ensure a lively and comprehensive dialogue.

e We are operating under the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act. However, it is important to
note that the committee cannot take action independent of the full Commission; instead, the
committee makes recommendations to the Commission at regularly scheduled meetings.

e These proceedings are being recorded and will be posted to the Commission website or
YouTube page for reference and archival purposes.

e Items may be heard in any order pursuant to the determination of the committee chair or co-
chairs.

e Committee meetings operate informally and provide an opportunity for everyone to
contribute to the discussion about agenda items. If you wish to contribute to an agenda
item, please follow these guidelines:

Raise your hand and wait to be recognized by the chair or a co-chair.
Please share your name and affiliation (if any).
Time is limited; please be concise to give others time to speak.
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If several speakers have the same concerns or ideas to express, please appoint a
group spokesperson.

5. Generally, participants in person are called on first, followed by participants joining
by zoom or phone.

6. As a topic discussion evolves, we encourage participants to continue contributing to
the dialogue.

7. If speaking during the general public comment agenda item, the subject matter you
present should not be related to any item on the current agenda (public comment on
agenda items will be taken at the time the committee discusses that item).

e Please note the nearest emergency exit for use in the unlikely event of an emergency.

e For those joining us in the meeting room, restrooms are located

Committee Meeting Overview October 2024



Introductions for California Fish and Game Commission
Wildlife Resources Committee Meetings

California Fish and Game Commissioner(s)

Erika Zavaleta Committee Co-Chair
Darius W. Anderson Committee Co-Chair

Commission Staff

Melissa Miller-Henson Executive Director
Ari Cornman Wildlife Advisor
David Haug Regulatory Analyst
Kelsey Leaird Executive Analyst

California Department of Fish and Wildlife Staff

Chad Dibble Deputy Director, Wildlife and Fisheries Division
Nathaniel Arnold Deputy Director and Chief, Law Enforcement Division
Scott Gardner Branch Chief, Wildlife Branch

Jay Rowan Branch Chief, Fisheries Branch

I would also like to acknowledge special guests who are present:
(i.e., elected officials, including tribal chairpersons, and other special guests)

Introductions to Committee Meetings Revised January 10, 2025



Call to order
1. Approve agenda and order of items

2. Annual regulation changes
Discussion and potential recommendations for 2026-27 seasons.

(A)  Waterfowl hunting
(B) Central Valley sport fishing
(C) Klamath River Basin sport fishing

3. Periodic regulation changes
Discussion and potential recommendations for 2026-27 seasons.

(A)  Inland sport fishing (discussion only)
(B) Department lands

(C) Deer

(D) Elk

(E)  Bighorn sheep

(F)  Pronghorn antelope

(G) Bear

4, Rattlesnake exhibition
Initial vetting and discussion of potential amendments to regulations for the commercial
display and use of rattlesnakes.

5. Department updates
The Department will highlight items of note since the last committee meeting.

(A)  Wildlife Branch
(B) Fisheries Branch
(C) Law Enforcement Division

6. General public comment for items not on the agenda
The Committee may not discuss or take action on any matter raised during this item,
except to consider whether to recommend that the matter be added to the agenda of a
future meeting [Sections 11125, 11125.7(a), Government Code].

7. Future agenda items
(A)  Review work plan agenda topics and timeline
(B) Potential new agenda topics for Commission consideration

Adjourn



California Fish and Game Commission
Meeting Schedule

Note: As meeting dates and locations can change, please visit www.fgc.ca.qov for the
most current list of meeting dates and locations. Commission meetings will
include a webinar/teleconference option and every effort will be made to ensure
that committee meetings include the same.

Meeting Date Commission Meeting Committee Meeting

East End Complex Auditorium
October 8-9, 2025 1500 Capitol Avenue
Sacramento, CA 95814

Marine Resources

November 5-6, 2025
Sacramento area

Tribal

Natural Resources Headquarters
December 9, 2025 Building

715 P Street, 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Natural Resources Headquarters
Building

715 P Street, 2nd Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

December 10-11, 2025

Wildlife Resources

Natural Resources Headquarters
January 13, 2026 Building

715 P Street, 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Natural Resources Headquarters
Building

715 P Street, 2nd Floor

Sacramento, CA 95814

February 11-12, 2026

Marine Resources

Natural Resources Headquarters
March 12, 2026 Building

715 P Street, 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Tribal

Natural Resources Headquarters
April 14, 2026 Building

715 P Street, 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

Teleconference
May 6, 2026 Sacramento, Trinidad, Sonoma,
Santa Cruz, and La Jolla



http://www.fgc.ca.gov/

Meeting Date Commission Meeting Committee Meeting

Wildlife Resources

Natural Resources Headquarters
May 14, 2026 Building

715 P Street, 2nd Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

June 17-18, 2026 Sacramento area

Other Meetings of Interest

Meetings listed here are organizations for which the Commission: (1) is a member, or (2) takes
action based upon regulations developed by that organization.

Association of Fish and Wildlife Agencies
o September 21-24, 2025 — Tucson, AZ
e September 13-16, 2026 — Lancaster, PA

Pacific Fishery Management Council
e September 18-24, 2025 — Spokane, WA
e November 13-19, 2025 — Costa Mesa, CA
e March 4-10, 2026 — San Francisco, CA
e April 7-13, 2026 — Portland, OR
e June 11-17, 2026 — Spokane, WA
e September 17-23, 2026 — Vancouver, WA
e November 13-19, 2026 — Orange County, CA

Pacific Flyway Council
e September 12, 2025 — Provo, UT
e March 2026 — Date and location TBD
e August or September 2026 — Date and location TBD

Wildlife Conservation Board
e November 20, 2025 — Sacramento, CA
e February 2026 — Sacramento, CA
e May 2026 — Sacramento, CA
e August 2026 — Sacramento, CA
e November 2026 — Sacramento, CA



https://www.fishwildlife.org/
https://www.pcouncil.org/
https://pacificflyway.gov/Meetings.asp
https://wcb.ca.gov/Meetings

Committee Meeting Procedures and Information

Welcome to a meeting of the California Fish and Game Commission’s Wildlife Resources
Committee. The Committee is composed of and chaired by up to two Commissioners; these
assignments are made by the Commission each year.

The goal of the Committee is to allow greater time to investigate topics before the Commission
than would otherwise be possible. Committee meetings are less formal in nature and provide
additional access to commissioners. The Committee does not take action independent of the
Commission; instead, the Committee makes recommendations to the full Commission at
regularly scheduled Commission meetings.

The Commission’s goal is preserving our outdoor heritage and conserving our natural
resources through informed decision-making; Committee meetings are vital in developing
recommendations to help the Commission achieve that goal. In that spirit, we provide the
following information to be as effective and efficient as possible.

Persons with Disabilities

Persons with disabilities needing reasonable accommodation to participate in public meetings
or other Commission activities are invited to contact the Department’s Civil Rights Office at
(916) 653-9089 or civilrights@wildlife.ca.gov. Accommodation requests for facility and/or
meeting accessibility and requests for American Sign Language interpreters should be
submitted at least two weeks prior to the event. Requests for real-time captioners should be
submitted at least four weeks prior to the event. These timeframes are to help ensure that the
requested accommodation is met. For those joining by Zoom, you may be able to enable
closed-captioning via the Zoom platform. If a request for an accommodation has been
submitted but is no longer needed, please contact the Civil Rights Office immediately.

Submitting Written Materials

The public is encouraged to attend Committee meetings and engage in the discussion about
items on the agenda; the public is also welcome to comment on agenda items in writing. You
may submit your written comments by one of the following methods (only one is necessary):
Email to fgc@fgc.ca.gov; mail to California Fish and Game Commission, P.O. Box 944209,
Sacramento, CA 94244-2090; deliver to California Fish and Game Commission, 715 P Street,
16t floor, Sacramento, CA 95814; or hand-deliver to a Committee meeting.

Comment Deadlines

The Written Comment Deadline for this meeting is 5:00 p.m. on August 29, 2025. Written
comments received at the Commission office by this deadline will be made available to
Commissioners prior to the meeting.

The Supplemental Comment Deadline for this meeting is noon on September 8, 2025.
Comments received by this deadline will be made available to Commissioners at the meeting.

After these deadlines, written information may be delivered in person to the meeting; please
bring six copies and provide them to staff during the relevant agenda item.

Note: Materials provided to the Committee may be made available to the general public.


mailto:fgc@fgc.ca.gov

Regulation Changes

The Committee will not consider comments regarding proposed changes to regulations that
have been noticed by the Commission. If you wish to provide comment on a noticed regulation
change, please provide your comments during Commission business meetings, via email, or
by delivering to the Commission office.

As a general rule, requests for regulatory change must be redirected to the full Commission
and submitted on the required petition form, FGC 1, Petition to the California Fish and Game
Commission for Requlation Change. However, at the Committee’s discretion, the Committee
may request that staff follow up on items of potential interest to the Committee and possible
recommendation to the Commission.

Speaking at the Meeting

Committee meetings operate informally and provide opportunity for everyone to contribute to
the dialogue. If you wish to speak on an agenda item, please follow these guidelines:

e You will be given instructions during the meeting for how to be recognized by the
Committee chair or co-chair to speak.

¢ If you have written information to share, please provide six copies to staff before you
begin speaking.

e Once recognized, please begin by giving your name and affiliation (if any) and the
number of people you represent.

e Time is limited; please keep your contributions concise so that everyone has an
opportunity to speak.

e We encourage you to avoid repeating previous commentary. You may wish to appoint a
spokesperson, or simply state you agree with a previous comment.

e |f speaking during general public comment for items not on the agenda, the subject
matter you present should not be related to any item on the current agenda (public
comment on agenda items will be taken at the time the Committee members discuss that
item). As a general rule, public comment is an opportunity to bring matters to the
attention of the Committee, but you may also do so via email or standard mail. At the
discretion of the Committee, staff may be requested to follow up on the subject you raise.

Visual Presentations/Materials
All electronic presentations must be submitted by the Supplemental Comment Deadline and
approved by the Commission executive director before the meeting.

e Electronic presentations must be provided by email to fgc@fgc.ca.gov or delivered to
the Commission on a USB flash drive by the deadline.

e All electronic formats must be Windows PC compatible.

e |If participating in person, it is recommended that you bring a print copy of any electronic
presentation in case of technical difficulties.


https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=164946
https://nrm.dfg.ca.gov/FileHandler.ashx?DocumentID=164946
mailto:fgc@fgc.ca.gov

Item No. 2
Committee Staff Summary for September 11, 2025 WRC

2. Annual Regulation Changes

Today’s Item Information O Action
Discussion and potential recommendations for 2026-27 seasons.

(A) Waterfowl hunting

(B) Central Valley sport fishing

(C) Klamath River Basin sport fishing

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e Initial vetting May 15, 2025; WRC
e Today’s discussion and potential September 11, 2025; WRC
recommendations
e Present recommendations to the Commission October 8-9, 2025
Background

Today the Wildlife Resources Committee (WRC) will receive and discuss Department
recommendations for regulation changes on three topics that are annually considered, and
potentially make recommendations to the Commission.

(A) Waterfowl Hunting (2026-27)

Annually, the Commission amends waterfowl hunting regulations to conform State regulations
with federal regulations. The U.S. Fish and Wildlife Service adopts federal regulations each
October based, in part, on recommendations from four regional flyway councils. Migratory
waterfowl include American coot, common moorhen, ducks, black brant, and geese, among
others.

The Department’s presentation on recommended changes for the 2026-27 waterfowl season is
provided in Exhibit A1.

(B) Central Valley Sport Fishing (2027)

The Commission adopts Central Valley sport fishing regulations on an annual basis to align
State regulations with federal regulations for the American, Feather, Sacramento and
Mokelumne rivers. The National Marine Fisheries Service adopts federal Central Valley
salmon escapement goals each April based, in large part, on recommendations from the
Pacific Fishery Management Council; the Department then proposes State regulation changes
for consistency with those goals.

The Department’s presentation on recommended changes for the 2027 Central Valley sport
fishing season is provided in Exhibit B1.

Author: Ari Cornman 1



Item No. 3
Committee Staff Summary for May 15, 2025 WRC

3. Periodic Regulation Changes

Today’s Item Information X Action O

Discussion and potential recommendations for 2026-27 seasons:

(A) Inland sport fishing (discussion only)
(B) Department lands

(C) Deer

(D) Elk

(E) Bighorn sheep

(F) Pronghorn antelope

(G) Black bear

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e Initial vetting May 15, 2025; WRC
e Today’s discussion and potential recommendations September 11, 2025; WRC
for periodic regulation changes, other than inland
sport fishing
e Present recommendations to the Commission October 8-9, 2025
e Potential recommendation for inland sport fishing January 13, 2026; WRC
Background

When amendments to regulations are regularly sought for a particular subject (e.g., deer
hunting), but are not required every year, they are referred to as “periodic” rulemakings. This
item is an opportunity to engage in discussions with the Wildlife Resources Committee (WRC),
staff, and Department staff about recommended regulation changes for periodic rulemakings.
In addition to the topics identified for this agenda item, the Department will also present a short
update on upland resident game birds (Exhibit 1).

(A) Inland Sport Fishing

Annually, WRC reviews Department recommendations for changes to inland sport fishing
regulations; when recommended changes are not urgently necessary, they may be held to
combine with future recommendations.

Today the Department will present and discuss its initial recommendations for changes to sport
fishing regulations, suggested to become effective in January 2027 (Exhibit 1); half of the
recommendations were initially discussed in 2024 and the other half are new for this meeting.
The next opportunity to discuss ideas presented or generated during this meeting will be the
January 2025 WRC meeting, where WRC will potentially develop recommendations for the
Commission.

Author: Ari Cornman 1



Item No. 6
Committee Staff Summary for September 11, 2025 WRC

6. General Public Comment

Today’s Item Information X Action [

The Committee may not discuss or take action on any matter raised during this item, except to
consider whether to recommend that the matter be added to the agenda of a future meeting.
Summary of Previous/Future Action (N/A)

Background

The Wildlife Resources Committee (WRC) receives two types of correspondence or comment
under general public comment: Informational items and requests for WRC to consider new
topics. As a general rule, requests for regulation changes must be submitted to the Commission
on form FGC 1, “Petition to the California Fish and Game Commission for Regulation Change.”
However, WRC may, at its discretion, request staff to follow up on items of potential interest for
possible recommendation to the Commission.

Significant Public Comments (N/A)

Recommendation

Staff recommends any potential new agenda items — based on issues raised today — be
discussed under Agenda ltem 7, Future agenda items.

Exhibits (N/A)

Committee Direction/Recommendation (N/A)

Author: Ari Cornman 1



2026-27 SECTION 502
WATERFOWL
HUNTING

Presentation to Commission Wildlife
Resources Committee

September 11, 2025
Melanie Weaver
Wildlife Branch




Changes Considered for 2026/27 Season

« Season length modification

* Reduce white-fronted goose bag
imit

* Increase Canada goose bag limit in
the NE Zone

 Falconry-only season modification

*Not recommending changes to timing
of Veteran and Youth Hunt Days




Potential Options

Option 1: Current Approach
« 10/17-1/27 (Wed, 103 days)
» Vets 1/30-31
* Youth 2/6-7
* No falconry

Option 2
* 10/17-1/24 (Sun, 100 days)
» Vets 2/6—7
* Youth 2/13-14
» Falconry 3 days

Option 3*
* 10/24-1/31 (Sun, 100 days)
* Vets 2/6—7

* Youth 2/13-14
* Falconry 3 days




Questions | Contact

Melanie Weaver
Waterfowl Coordinator

Wildlife Branch/Game Programs
Melanie . Weaver@wildlife.ca.gov




CENTRAL VALLEY CHINOOK
SALMON SPORT FISHING
REGULATIONS

Presentation to the Wildlife Resources Committee
of the California Fish and Game Commission

September 11, 2025

Colby Hause

Chinook Salmon Sport Fish Coordinator
Fisheries Branch, CDFW

CALIFORNIA

ARTMENT OF
FISH &

WILDLIFE

Photo credit: CDFW



Presentation Overview

* Map of magjor Cenftral Valley rivers

* Map of Sacramento fall-run Chinook Salmon (SRFC)
special regulations waters

« 2025 SRFC sport fishing regulations
 Recommended SRFC regulatory options for 2026

* Proposed timeline




Map of Major Central Valley Rivers
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2025 Feather River Subsection Change
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Current SRFC Regulation - Sacramento

River

Closed to the take and

possession of Chinook
Salmon

Deschutes Road

Bridge
Uppe\; Red Bluff Di ion D
n ed Bluff Diversion Dam
gacram® )
~ @

Thermalito Outfall Area
a0 a1 1 @3))
O /
) (43)(E) ;
3

Camanche Dam
(66)(A)
(66)D) (66)(B)

CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF

H &
WILDLIFE




Current SRFC Regulations - Lower American

Subsections (b) and (c)
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Current SRFC Regulations — Feather River

Subsections (d) and (e)*

* shortened season; daily bag coancn| & es st onerionan
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Current SRFC Regulations — Mokelumne River
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Recommended Regulatory Options for 2026

1. Any size Chinook Salmon fishery
* 0-4 bag limit, 0-12 possession limif

2. Adult and grilse fishery
* 0-4 bag limit, 0-12 possession limit
« Could limit number of adults, with grilse making up remainder

3. Girilse-only fishery
* 0-4 bag limit, 0-12 possession limit

4. Closed to the take and possession of Chinook Salmon

5. Season Length




5. Season Length- Reminder

Change:

range to be considered annually

« Allows CDFW to end seasons
early, start seasons later, or a
combination of the two

NOTE:
l.

Complex

Season length would remain in the
form of ‘consecutfive fishing days’

1oA1y Joyiedd

2. Annually defaults back to full season

Full season applies to other species

)
within subsections ‘J
e

Fixed season dates changed to @ EXAMPLE: Sacramento River

Full Example
Season Season
Aug. 1- Oct. 31 Closed
Nov. 1 — Dec. 31 Closed

July 16 — Dec. 16

July 16- Oct. 15

July 16 — Dec. 16

July 16- Oct. 31

SR




Proposed Timeline — 2026

* February 12 — Notice

* April 16 — Discussion (post PEFMC
recommendation)

* May 6 — Adoption
(teleconference)

« Regulations effective July 16

Photo credit: CDFW s i 3



Questions | Contact

Colby Hause

Chinook Salmon Sport Fish Coordinator
Fisheries Branch
Fisheries@wildlife.ca.gov

CALIFORNIA

DEPARTMENT OF
FISH &
WILDLIFE

Photo credit: CDFW
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Proposed Regulatory Text Clean-up

« Issue: Infroduction of date ranges for Chinook salmon seasons creates repetition in the current
presentation of bag/possession limits for hatchery trout and hatchery steelhead

 Solution: Pull Chinook salmon regulations intfo their own box

o Pros: Easier to read and digest

o Cons: Deviates from confinuous timeline in Open Season and Special Restrictions section

Body of Water Open Season and Special Daily Bag and Possession
Restrictions Limit

(D) Sacramento
River from
Woodson Bridge
to the Highway
113 bridge near
Knights Landing.

Jan. 1 through Jul. 15.

2 hatchery trout or hatchery
steelhead™*.

4 hatchery trout or hatchery
steelhead™* in possession.

Jul. 16 through Dec. 16 for

hatchery trout or hatchery
salmon.

July 16 — December 16 for
Chinook Salmon.

2 hatchery trout or hatchery
steelhead™*.

4 hatchery trout or hatchery
steelhead™* in possession.
Closed to the take and
possession of Chinook
Salmon.

\

Dec. 17 through Dec. 31

2 hatchery trout or hatchery
steelhead**.

4 hatchery trout or hatchery

Body of Water

(D) Sacramento
River from
Woodson Bridge to
the Highway 113
bridge near Knights
Landing.

EXAMPLE

Open Season and
Special Restrictions

Jan. 1 through Dec.
31.

Daily Bag and
Possession Limit

2 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelhead™*.

4 hatchery trout or
hatchery
steelnead** in
possession.

July 16 — December

Closed to the take

16

and possession of

Chinook Salmon.

steelhead** in possession. : 14



Photo Credit: CDFW

LAMATH RIVER BASIN
SPORT FISHING REGULATIONS

Proposed Amendments for 2026

Sl FORNI Presentation to the Wildlife Resources Committee of the
' Cadlifornia Fish and Game Commission

September 11, 2025 | Colby Hause | Fisheries Branch, CDFW




Presentation Overview

« Management of Klamath River fall Chinook Salmon (KRFC) in
the Klamath River Basin

 Map of Klamath River Basin sub-quota areas
« Current Klamath River Basin sport fishing regulations

« Recommended regulatory options for KRFC and Klamath River
spring Chinook Salmon (KRSC) fisheries

* Proposed timeline































