
Goleta Beach Park Beachfront and Coastal Access 

Improvements 

Recipient: Santa Barbara County – CSD Parks Division 
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Project Number: #8006.22.074265 

Summary of Accomplishments 
Goleta Beach County Park (Park) is a 29-acre heavily used public park with 2,800 feet of developed shoreline, 

over 500 no-cost parking spaces, and approximately 1.5 million visitors annually, many of whom are from low-

income communities. The Park’s recreation amenities include a 1,500-foot long fishing and pedestrian pier, 

boat launch and storage, a full-service restaurant, safe swimming, surf fishing, nature observation lookouts, a 

segment of the California Coastal Trail, picnic/BBQ facilities with lawn and shade trees, and full access for 

persons with disabilities (sand accessibility, parking, picnic and play areas). 

With the completion of this project, the Santa Barbara County Community Services Department, Parks Division 

(County) has enhanced ecological benefits, recreational use and beach visitor experience at Goleta Beach Park. 

The renovations included improved coastal sediment/beach nourishment deposition access, reduction in 

water usage through replacement of the existing irrigation system, downsizing of the existing lawn area, 

installation of the non-invasive carbon-sequestering plantings, installation of DG and concrete walking paths, a 

new coastal-view seating element, and refurbishment of existing picnic areas. 

Project Activities & Outcomes 
• Completed by July 2024:

o Environmental compliance (CEQA Notice of Exemption)

o Design completion

• Completed by May 2025:

o Construction Completion:

▪ Improved reinforced coastal sediment/beach nourishment deposition access

▪ Installation of upgraded smart irrigation system to minimize water usage

▪ Installation of walking paths to enhance beach and park visitor experience

▪ Installation of bike parking and bike fix-it station areas

▪ New turf installation resulting in a downsized lawn area

▪ Installation of non-invasive drought tolerant carbon-sequestering trees/shrubs

▪ New Park entrance signage



▪ Installation of a new coastal view seating element 

Due to construction cost constraints, interpretive and/or recreational panels integrating Chumash tribal 

historical elements were not developed, recreational surfaces meant for outdoor games were not 

implemented, and only the damaged/nonfunctioning half of the lawn area was able to be refurbished with a 

new irrigation system. 

With the installation of new walking paths, refurbishment of existing picnic areas, two new surface spaces for 

bike parking/racks each with its own bike fix-it station, a water-smart irrigation system and newly installed 

turf, trees, shrubs and new park entrance signage, the park is now more inviting for members of the 

community to utilize for recreation and general enjoyment. 

With the exception of the interpretive panels, recreational surfaces, and a reduction of irrigation and plantings 

in well-established recreational lawn areas, there were no discrepancies in the final outcome compared to 

what was anticipated to happen. The majority of the anticipated project was able to be implemented with the 

available project funding. 

It has been reported by the Park rangers that throughout the course of this project, the feedback from the 

public has been overwhelmingly positive. Due to the more inviting space, the implemented walking paths and 

bicycle elements provided by the completion of this project, it is anticipated that the number of visitors to the 

park will increase resulting more appreciation for our highly valued coast. 

 

The Future 
During the course of this project, the full-service restaurant has re-opened and the parking lots on the east 

side of the park were repaved, some with thicker sections of asphalt to allow for future sediment debris-basin 

clearing deposition / beach nourishment activities. Future plans include resurfacing the remaining Park 

parking lots and continuing with the remaining construction elements of this project, including installation of 

an upgraded smart irrigation system and non-invasive drought tolerant carbon-sequestering trees/shrub 

plantings at the eastern half of the existing recreational lawn area. The county plans to collaborate with the 

Chumash to develop and install interpretive panels. In conjunction with the improved park environment, the 

panels will highlight the importance, functioning and beauty of Goleta Beach Park’s coastal elements and 

history which will promote the protection and preservation of these resources and habitats. 

Lessons Learned 
While the environmental, design and construction elements of the project were straightforward, January 

March 2023 storm events (Federal Disasters DR-4683 and DR-4699) and February 2024 storm events (Federal 

Disaster DR-4769) impacted the project’s construction timeline and cost. The County was able to work 

harmoniously with NFWF grant staff to extend the project timeline in order to complete the project. The 

County was able to reduce construction elements due to higher than anticipated construction costs and focus 

on the main recreational and environmental fundamentals of project deliverables, including the walking path 

and rehabilitation of the dilapidated park areas.  



Project Photos 

  

Entrance at east side of the park – Before, August 2024 (Left); After, May 2025 (Right). A new and widened 
concrete path installed to provide improved ADA access to restroom, drinking fountain, picnic areas and beach. 
 

   
  

Seating area at restroom and seating areas on east side of park – Before, August 2024 (Left); After, May 2025 
(Right). A new seating element was installed to provide an additional seating for a beach and ocean lookout.  
 



  

Facing West at Picnic Area C – Before, August 2024 (Left); After, May 2025 (Right). Upgraded water-smart 
irrigation system, new turf and trees have been installed around upgraded picnic areas to enhance the 
recreational experience of the park.  

  

Park area near entrance – Before, August 2024 (Left); After, May 2025 (Right). New DG pedestrian path along 
North side of park is lined with newly installed turf and shrubs to enhance the park visitor’s experience. 



 

  
  

Picnic area D West side of park – Before, August 2024; After, May 2025. One of the larger picnic areas has been 
refurbished with a new surface, additional seating, as well as an upgraded barbeque and sink. 

  
  

West end of park picnic area – Before, August 2024; After, May 2025. New elliptical slab added to existing 
picnic area along with an upgraded water-smart irrigation system and newly installed turf, trees, and shrubs.  
 


