
State of California 
Department of Fish and Wildlife 

M e m o r a n d u m  
Date: August 6, 2025 

To: Melissa Miller-Henson 
 Executive Director 
 Fish and Game Commission 

From: Charlton H. Bonham 
 Director 

Subject: Agenda Item for the October 8-9, Meeting: Approval of Restricted Species 
Permit Application to Possess Transgenic Sea Urchins 

San Diego State University (SDSU) has applied for a Restricted Species Permit to 
possess transgenic painted sea urchins (Lytechinus pictus). According to the 
California Code of Regulations (CCR), Title 14, Section 671.1(a)(8)(H), all approved 
applications to possess a transgenic aquatic animal shall be reviewed by the 
California Fish and Game Commission (Commission) at a regularly scheduled 
meeting. The Commission may deny the issuance of a permit if it determines that the 
applicant is unable to meet the regulatory requirements for the importation, 
transportation, possession, and confinement of transgenic aquatic animals. 

The transgenic painted sea urchins will be used for biological research. SDSU has 
outlined measures in their application materials that fulfill the containment and security 
requirements specified in CCR, Title 14, Section 671.1(a)(8). California Department of 
Fish and Wildlife (Department) Marine Region staff have coordinated with the Shellfish 
Health Lab in reviewing the permit. The Department recommends issuing SDSU a 
Restricted Species Permit to possess transgenic painted sea urchins. 

If you have any questions or need additional information on this matter, please contact 
Dr. Craig Shuman, Marine Regional Manager at R7RegionalMgr@wildlife.ca.gov.  

Attachment 

ec: Chad Dibble, Deputy Director 
Wildlife and Fisheries Division 

 Craig Shuman D.Env., Regional Manager 
Marine Region 

Kirsten Ramey, Program Manager 
Marine Region 

Adam Frimodig, Senior Environmental Scientist  
Marine Region 

 Sara Briley, Environmental Scientist  
Marine Region 

 Colleen Burge, PhD, Shellfish Pathologist and Research Scientist Supervisor 
Fisheries Branch 

Received August 8, 2025
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IMPORTANT! YOU MAY NOT OBTAIN ANIMALS PRIOR TO AMENDMENT APPROVAL
Fees include a nonrefundable three percent (3%) application fee, not to exceed $7.50 per item. (Section 700.4, Title 14. California Code of Regulations CCR).
FEE: $78.54 (Nonrefundable application fee must accompany this amendment request.)

SEE INSTRUCTIONS ON PAGE 2. TYPE OR PRINT CLEARLY.
FIRST NAME

Rick
M.L LAST NAME

Gulizia
PERMIT NUMBER

1726
BUSINESS NAME DAY TELEPHONE

San Diego State University 619-594-5938
LOCATION OF ANIMAL(S) HOUSING: Note: Animals being held at multiple locations require inspection certification by the Department that each
ofthose facilities meet the minimum applicable housing requirements as set forth in subsection 671.1(a)(8)(A-F), Sections
671.3-671.4 and/or 671.7(b), Title 14, of the CCR.
ADDRESS

.
CITY

San Diego
STATE

CA
ZIP CODE

92182
COUNTY

San Diego
ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE COUNTY

List all restricted animals TO BE ACQUIRED in the following order: mammals, birds, fish, or reptiles. Group animals by order, family, and species.
Use the following letters to denote sex: M=Male, F=Female, and U=Neutered or Unknown. Mark an “X” in the TO BE ACQUIRED column for
animals to be acquired within the next year. Unique Identifiers: Use the following letters to denote unique identifying methods (See Section
671.1(c)(3)(J), Title 14, of the CCR): M=Microchip, T=Tattoo, and A=Alternative Method. Aquaculture and fish permittees: Identify the actual
number in the ID number field and identify either W=Weight, V=Volume or C=Count in the method field. Remember to complete the Importation
Only Section below for animals being imported into California. For California Residents Only: All native species obtained from a licensed
California Wildlife Rehabilitation Facility require a Native Species Exhibiting Permit. Contact the License and Revenue Branch at (916) 928-
5846 or .SPU@wildlife.ca.gov if you need additional information.

COMMON NAME SCIENTIFIC NAME ID NUMBER METHOD SEX AGE

Transgenic Sea Urchin Transgenic Lytechinus pictus M/F adult

WILL ANIMALS BE IMPORTED INTO CALIFORNIA? YES, COMPLETE IMPORTATION SECTION NO, EXPLAIN:

IMPORT ONLY: COMPLETE THIS SECTION IF YOU ARE IMPORTING ANIMALS INTO CALIFORNIA
LIST SPECIES TO BE IMPORTED NUMBER OF ANIMALS ORIGIN (State or Country)

PERSON/BUSINESS SHIPPING ANIMALS DAY TELEPHONE

ADDRESS CITY STATE ZIP CODE

NAME OF CARRIER POINT OF ENTRY INTO CALIFORNIA

/ certify under penalty of perjury under the laws and regulations of the State of California that all information on this application is true and correct and I am not
violating any city or county laws. I agree to comply with the provisions of Section 671, Title 14, of the CCR. I understand it is unlawful to use or possess a permit
which was obtained by fraud or deceit (Fish and Game Code Section 1052b). I understand that in the event that this information is found to be untrue or incorrect,
the permit will be considered invalid and must be surrendered where purchased and I will be subject to criminal prosecution. I further understand that failure to
comply with the terms and conditions of a permit may result in revocation of current permit and/or denial of future permits. Violation of this section is a misdemeanor,
punishable by fine of not more than $1,000.00, imprisonment in the county jail for not more than six months, or both the fine and the imprisonment. In addition, I
may be subject to civil penalties as stated in Fish and Game Code Section 2125.
APPLICANT’S SIGNATURE (Must be in ink) DATE

FOR DEPARTMENT OF FISH AND WILDLIFE USE ONLY
REVIEWED BY/DATE TRANSACTION# ISSUED BY/DATE
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