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Emergency Regulatory Language 

Section 1.91, Title 14, CCR, is amended to read: 

§ 1.91. Federal Groundfish and Rockfish, Cabezon and Greenling (RCG) Complex. 

(a) The species or species groups listed in subsections 1.91(a)(1) through 1.91(a)(12) constitute 

“federal groundfish” and are managed under the Federal Pacific Coast Groundfish Fishery 

Management Plan: 

(1) “Nearshore Rockfish,” which means the following species of rockfish: black rockfish (Sebastes 

melanops), black and yellow rockfish (S. chrysomelas), blue rockfish (S. mystinus), brown rockfish (S. 

auriculatus), calico rockfish (S. dallii), China rockfish (S. nebulosus), copper rockfish (S. caurinus), 

gopher rockfish (S. carnatus), grass rockfish (S. rastrelliger), kelp rockfish (S. atrovirens), olive 

rockfish (S. serranoides), quillback rockfish (S. maliger), treefish (S. serriceps) 

(2) “California Scorpionfish” (Scorpaena guttata) 

(3) “Shelf Rockfish” which means the following species of rockfish: bocaccio (Sebastes paucispinis), 

bronzespotted rockfish (S. gilli), canary rockfish (S. pinniger), chilipepper (S. goodei), cowcod (S. 

levis), dusky rockfish (S. ciliatus), flag rockfish (S. rubrivinctus), greenblotched rockfish (S. 

rosenblatti), greenspotted rockfish (S. chlorostictus), greenstriped rockfish (S. elongatus), harlequin 

rockfish (S. variegatus), honeycomb rockfish (S. umbrosus), Mexican rockfish (S. macdonaldi), pink 

rockfish (S. eos), redstripe rockfish (S. proriger), rosethorn rockfish (S. helvomaculatus), rosy rockfish 

(S. rosaceus), shortbelly rockfish (S. jordani), silvergray rockfish (S. brevispinis), speckled rockfish (S. 

ovalis), squarespot rockfish (S. hopkinsi), starry rockfish (S. constellatus), stripetail rockfish (S. 

saxicola), tiger rockfish (S. nigrocinctus), vermilion/sunset rockfish (S. miniatus/S. crocotulus), widow 

rockfish (S. entomelas), yelloweye rockfish (S. ruberrimus), yellowtail rockfish (S. flavidus) 

(4) “Slope Rockfish” which means the following species of rockfish: aurora rockfish (Sebastes 

aurora), bank rockfish (S. rufus), blackgill rockfish (S. melanostomus), darkblotched rockfish (S. 

crameri), Pacific ocean perch (S. alutus), redbanded rockfish (S. babcocki), rougheye rockfish (S. 

aleutianus), sharpchin rockfish (S. zacentrus), shortraker rockfish (S. borealis), splitnose rockfish (S. 

diploproa), yellowmouth rockfish (S. reedi) 

(5) “Sharks”, including only leopard shark (Triakis semifasciata), soupfin shark (Galeorhinus galeus), 

and spiny dogfish (Squalus suckleyi) 

(6) “Skates”, which means big skate (Raja binoculata), California skate (R. inornata), longnose skate 

(R. rhina), Roughtail/black skate (Bathyraja trachura), Aleutian skate (B. aleutica), Bering/sandpaper 

skate (R. interrupta) and all other genera and species of skates in the families Arhynchobatidae and 

Rajidae that occur off California. 

(7) “Roundfish”, including only cabezon (Scorpaenichthys marmoratus), kelp greenling 

(Hexagrammos decagrammus), lingcod (Ophiodon elongatus), Pacific cod (Gadus macrocephalus), 

Pacific whiting (Merluccius productus), and sablefish (Anoplopoma fimbria) 

(8) “Thornyheads”, which means longspine thornyhead (Sebastolobus altivelis), and shortspine 

thornyhead (Sebastolobus alascanus) 

(9) “Federally Managed Flatfish”, including only arrowtooth flounder (arrowtooth turbot) (Atheresthes 

stomias), Dover sole (Microstomus pacificus), English sole (Parophrys vetulus), petrale sole 

(Eopsetta jordani), and starry flounder (Platichthys stellatus). 
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(10) “Other Flatfish”, including only butter sole (Isopsetta isolepis), curlfin sole (Pleuronichthys 

decurrens), flathead sole (Hippoglossoides elassodon), Pacific sanddab (Citharichthys sordidus), rex 

sole (Glyptocephalus zachirus), rock sole (Lepidopsetta bilineata), and sand sole (Psettichthys 

melanostictus). 

(11) “Other fish”, including only ratfish (Hydrolagus colliei), finescale codling (Antimora microlepis), 

Pacific grenadier (rattail) (Coryphaenoides acrolepis) and all other genera and species of grenadiers 

in the family Macrouridae that occur off California 

(12) All genera and species of the family Scorpaenidae that occur off California and not specifically 

listed in (a)(1) through (a)(4) or (a)(8) above. 

(b) “RCG Complex” means all species of rockfish (Sebastes), cabezon (Scorpaenichthys 

marmoratus), and kelp and rock greenlings (genus Hexagrammos). 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 265 and 8587.1, Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections 205 

and 7071, Fish and Game Code.  
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Section 27.25, Title 14, CCR, is amended to read: 

§ 27.25. Northern Groundfish Management Area. 

This Section applies to take or possession of federal groundfish species and all greenlings of the 

genus Hexagrammos. For specific definitions, applicability, and procedures, see sections 1.91 and 

27.20. For size limits, bag and possession limits, and other regulations that apply to individual 

species, see specific sections beginning with Section 27.60. 

(a) The Northern Groundfish Management Area means ocean waters between 42° 00′N. lat. (the 

Oregon/California border) and 40° 10′N. lat. (near Cape Mendocino, Humboldt County). 

(b) Seasons and depth restrictions effective for all species of rockfish (except as specified in 

subsection 28.55(b)(1)), lingcod, cabezon, and all greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos: 

(1) January 1 through March 31: Closed. 

(2) April 1 through April 30, October 1 through October 31, and December 1 through December 31: 

(A) Take or possession of species and species groups listed in subsections 1. through 3. is authorized 

seaward of a line approximating the 50-fathom boundary line as defined by federal waypoints along 

the mainland coast and along islands and offshore seamounts. Take or possession of these species 

is prohibited shoreward of this line, except as provided in subsection 27.20(b). The 50-fathom 

boundary line is defined by straight lines connecting the set of 50-fathom waypoints as adopted in 

Federal Regulations (50 CFR Part 660, Subpart G). 

1. Shelf rockfish, as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(3), except bronzespotted rockfish, cowcod, and 

yelloweye rockfish which may not be taken or possessed 

2. Slope rockfish, as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(4) 

3. Lingcod 

(B) Nearshore species closure: Notwithstanding subsection 27.20(b)(1)(A), take or possession of 

nearshore rockfish as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(1), cabezon, and all greenlings of the 

genus Hexagrammos is prohibited in all waters of the Northern Groundfish Management Area. 

(3) May 1 through September 30, and November 1 through November 30: Take or possession of all 

species of rockfish (except as specified in subsection 28.55(b)(1)), lingcod, cabezon, and all 

greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos is authorized shoreward of the 20-fathom boundary line as 

defined in Section 35.00. Take or possession of all species of rockfish, lingcod, cabezon, and all 

greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos is prohibited seaward of this line, except as provided in 

subsection 27.20(b).December 31: Open for all species (except as specified in subsection 

28.55(b)(1)) with no depth constraints. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 205, 265 and 702, Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections 

200, 205, 265, 1802 and 7071, Fish and Game Code; and 50 CFR Part 660, Subpart G, Sections 

660.350, 660.351, 660.352 and 660.360.   
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Section 27.30, Title 14, CCR, is amended to read: 

§ 27.30. Mendocino Groundfish Management Area. 

This Section applies to take or possession of federal groundfish species and all greenlings of the 

genus Hexagrammos. For specific definitions, applicability, and procedures, see sections 1.91 and 

27.20. For size limits, bag and possession limits, and other regulations that apply to individual 

species, see specific sections beginning with Section 27.60. 

(a) The Mendocino Groundfish Management Area means ocean waters between 40° 10′ N. lat. (near 

Cape Mendocino, Humboldt County) and 38° 57.50′ N. lat. (at Point Arena, Mendocino County). 

(b) Seasons and depth restrictions effective for all species of rockfish (except as specified in 

subsection 28.55(b)(1)), lingcod, cabezon, and all greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos: 

(1) January 1 through March 31: Closed. 

(2) April 1 through April 30, October 1 through October 31, and December 1 through December 31: 

(A) Take or possession of species and species groups listed in subsections 1. through 3. is authorized 

seaward of a line approximating the the 50-fathom boundary line as defined by federal waypoints 

along the mainland coast and along islands and offshore seamounts. Take or possession of these 

species is prohibited shoreward of this line, except as provided in subsection 27.20(b). The 50-fathom 

boundary line is defined by straight lines connecting the set of 50-fathom waypoints as adopted in 

Federal Regulations (50 CFR Part 660, Subpart G). 

1. Shelf rockfish, as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(3), except bronzespotted rockfish, cowcod, and 

yelloweye rockfish which may not be taken or possessed 

2. Slope rockfish, as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(4) 

3. Lingcod 

(B) Nearshore species closure: Notwithstanding subsection 27.20(b)(1)(A), take or possession of 

nearshore rockfish as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(1), cabezon, and all greenlings of the 

genus Hexagrammos is prohibited in all waters of the Mendocino Groundfish Management Area. 

(3) May 1 through September 30 and November 1 through November 30: Take or possession of all 

species of rockfish (except as specified in subsection 28.55(b)(1)), lingcod, cabezon, and all 

greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos is authorized shoreward of the 20-fathom boundary line as 

defined in Section 35.00. Take or possession of all species of rockfish, lingcod, cabezon, and all 

greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos is prohibited seaward of this line, except as provided in 

subsection 27.20(b).December 31: Open for all species (except as specified in subsection 

28.55(b)(1)) with no depth constraints. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 205, 265 and 702, Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections 

200, 205, 265, 1802 and 7071, Fish and Game Code; and 50 CFR Part 660, Subpart G, Sections 

660.350, 660.351, 660.352 and 660.360.   
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Section 27.35, Title 14, CCR, is amended to read: 

§ 27.35. San Francisco Groundfish Management Area. 

This Section applies to take or possession of federal groundfish species and all greenlings of the 

genus Hexagrammos. For specific definitions, applicability, and procedures, see sections 1.91 and 

27.20. For size limits, bag and possession limits, and other regulations that apply to individual 

species, see specific sections beginning with Section 27.60. 

(a) The San Francisco Groundfish Management Area means ocean waters between 38° 57.50′ N. lat. 

(at Point Arena, Mendocino County) and 37° 11′ N. lat. (at Pigeon Point, San Mateo County). 

(b) Seasons and depth restrictions effective for all species of rockfish (except as specified in 

subsection 28.55(b)(1)), lingcod, cabezon and all greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos: 

(1) January 1 through March 31: Closed. 

(2) April 1 through April 30, October 1 through October 31, and December 1 through December 31: 

(A) Take or possession of species and species groups listed in subsections 1. through 3. is authorized 

seaward of a line approximating the the 50-fathom boundary line as defined by federal waypoints 

along the mainland coast and along islands and offshore seamounts. Take or possession of these 

species is prohibited shoreward of this line, except as provided in subsection 27.20(b). The 50-fathom 

boundary line is defined by straight lines connecting the set of 50-fathom waypoints as adopted in 

Federal Regulations (50 CFR Part 660, Subpart G). 

1. Shelf rockfish, as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(3), except bronzespotted rockfish, cowcod, and 

yelloweye rockfish which may not be taken or possessed 

2. Slope rockfish, as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(4) 

3. Lingcod 

(B) Nearshore species closure: Notwithstanding subsection 27.20(b)(1)(A), take or possession of 

nearshore rockfish as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(1), cabezon, and greenlings of the 

genus Hexagrammos is prohibited in all waters of the San Francisco Groundfish Management Area. 

(3) May 1 through September 30 and November 1 through November 30: Take or possession of all 

species of rockfish (except as specified in subsection 28.55(b)(1)), lingcod, cabezon, and all 

greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos is authorized shoreward of the 20-fathom boundary line as 

defined in Section 35.00. Take or possession of all species of rockfish, lingcod, cabezon, and all 

greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos is prohibited seaward of this line, except as provided in 

subsection 27.20(b).December 31: Open for all species (except as specified in subsection 

28.55(b)(1)) with no depth constraints. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 205, 265 and 702, Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections 

200, 205, 265, 1802 and 7071, Fish and Game Code; and 50 CFR Part 660, Subpart G, Sections 

660.350, 660.351, 660.352 and 660.360.   
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Section 27.40, Title 14, CCR, is amended to read: 

§ 27.40. Central Groundfish Management Area. 

This Section applies to take or possession of federal groundfish species and all greenlings of the 

genus Hexagrammos. For specific definitions, applicability, and procedures, see sections 1.91 and 

27.20. For size limits, bag and possession limits, and other regulations that apply to individual 

species, see specific sections beginning with Section 27.60. 

(a) The Central Groundfish Management Area means ocean waters between 37° 11′ N. lat. (at Pigeon 

Point, San Mateo County) and 34° 27′ N. lat. (at Point Conception, Santa Barbara County). Within the 

Central Groundfish Management Area, seasons and depth restrictions may differ north and south of a 

line extending west of 36° N. lat. (near Point Lopez, Monterey County). The areas north and south of 

this line are referred to as the Central Groundfish Management Area -- North of 36° N. lat. and the 

Central Groundfish Management Area -- South of 36° N. lat. 

(b) Central Groundfish Management Area -- North of 36° N. lat. Seasons and depth restrictions 

effective for all species of rockfish (except as specified in subsection 28.55(b)(1)), lingcod, cabezon, 

and all greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos: 

(1) January 1 through March 31: Closed. 

(2) April 1 through April 30, October 1 through October 31 and December 1 through December 31: 

(A) Take or possession of species and species groups listed in subsections 1. through 3. is authorized 

seaward of a line approximating the 50-fathom boundary line as defined by federal waypoints along 

the mainland coast and along islands and offshore seamounts. Take or possession of these species 

is prohibited shoreward of this line, except as provided in subsection 27.20(b). The 50-fathom 

boundary line is defined by straight lines connecting the set of 50-fathom waypoints as adopted in 

Federal Regulations (50 CFR Part 660, Subpart G). 

1. Shelf rockfish, as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(3), except bronzespotted rockfish, cowcod, and 

yelloweye rockfish which may not be taken or possessed 

2. Slope rockfish, as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(4) 

3. Lingcod 

(B) Nearshore species closure: Notwithstanding subsection 27.20(b)(1)(A), take or possession of 

nearshore rockfish as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(1), cabezon, and greenlings of the 

genus Hexagrammos is prohibited in all waters of the Central Groundfish Management Area -- North 

of 36° N. lat. 

(3) May 1 through September 30 and November 1 through November 30: Take or possession of all 

species of rockfish (except as specified in subsection 28.55(b)(1)), lingcod, cabezon, and all 

greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos is authorized shoreward of the 20-fathom boundary line as 

defined in Section 35.00. Take or possession of all species of rockfish, lingcod, cabezon, and all 

greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos is prohibited seaward of this line, except as provided in 

subsection 27.20(b). 

(c) Central Groundfish Management Area -- South of 36° N. lat. Seasons and depth restrictions 

effective for all species of rockfish, lingcod, cabezon, and all greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos: 

(1) January 1 through March 31: Closed. 
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(2) April 1 through June 30: Open for all species (except as specified in subsection 28.55(b)(1)) with 

no depth restrictions. 

(3) July 1 through September 30: Take or possession of all species of rockfish (except as specified in 

subsection 28.55(b)(1)), lingcod, cabezon, and all greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos is 

authorized shoreward of the 50-fathom boundary line as defined by federal waypoints along the 

mainland coast and along islands and offshore seamounts. The 50-fathom boundary line is defined by 

straight lines connecting the set of 50-fathom waypoints as adopted in Federal Regulations (50 CFR 

Part 660, Subpart G). Take or possession of all species of rockfish, lingcod, cabezon, and all 

greenlings of the genus Hexagrammos is prohibited seaward of this line, except as provided in 

subsection 27.20(b). 

(4) October 1 through December 31: 

(A) Take or possession of species and species groups listed in subsections 1. through 3. is authorized 

seaward of a line approximating the 50-fathom boundary line as defined by federal waypoints along 

the mainland coast and along islands and offshore seamounts. Take or possession of these species 

is prohibited shoreward of this line, except as provided in subsection 27.20(b). The 50-fathom 

boundary line is defined by straight lines connecting the set of 50-fathom waypoints as adopted in 

Federal Regulations (50 CFR Part 660, Subpart G). 

1. Shelf rockfish, as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(3), except bronzespotted rockfish, cowcod, and 

yelloweye rockfish which may not be taken or possessed 

2. Slope rockfish, as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(4) 

3. Lingcod 

(B) Nearshore species closure: Notwithstanding subsection 27.20(b)(1)(A), take or possession of 

nearshore rockfish as defined in subsection 1.91(a)(1), cabezon, and all greenlings of the 

genus Hexagrammos is prohibited in all waters of the Central Groundfish Management Area -- South 

of 36° N. lat.December 31: Open for all species (except as specified in subsection 28.55(b)(1)) with 

no depth constraints. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 205 and 265, Fish and Game Code. Reference: Sections 200, 

205, 265, 1802 and 7071, Fish and Game Code; and 50 CFR Part 660, Subpart G, Sections 660.350, 

660.351, 660.352 and 660.360.   
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Section 28.55, Title 14, CCR, is amended to read: 

§ 28.55. Rockfish (Sebastes). 

(a) Open areas, seasons, and depth restrictions: See Section 27.20 through Section 27.50 for 

definitions, special closure areas, and exceptions. Take and possession is authorized as follows: 

(1) Northern Groundfish Management Area: Open and closed dates and depth restrictions as defined 

by Section 27.25. 

(2) Mendocino Groundfish Management Area: Open and closed dates and depth restrictions as 

defined by Section 27.30. 

(3) San Francisco Groundfish Management Area: Open and closed dates and depth restrictions as 

defined by Section 27.35. 

(4) Central Groundfish Management Area: Open and closed dates and depth restrictions as defined 

by Section 27.40. 

(5) Southern Groundfish Management Area: Open and closed dates and depth restrictions as defined 

by Section 27.45. 

(6) Groundfish Exclusion Areas: Take or possession of all rockfish is prohibited within the Groundfish 

Exclusion Areas as specified by Section 27.50. 

(b) Limit: Ten, within the Rockfish, Cabezon, and Greenling complex (RCG complex, as defined in 

Section 1.91) limit of 10 fish, in any combination of species, except as provided below. 

(1) The limit on bronzespotted rockfish, cowcod, quillback rockfish, and yelloweye rockfish is zero. 

These species shall not be taken or possessed as part of the RCG limit. 

(2) The limit on vermilion/sunset rockfish: 

(A) In waters of the Northern Groundfish Management Area is four fish within the RCG limit. 

(B) In waters of the Mendocino Groundfish Management Area, San Francisco Groundfish 

Management Area, Central Groundfish Management Area, and Southern Groundfish Management 

Area is two fish within the RGC limit, regardless of which Groundfish Management Area the 

vermilion/sunset rockfish was taken in. 

(3) The limit on copper rockfish is one fish, within the RCG limit. 

(4) The limit on canary rockfish is two fish, within the RCG limit. 

(c) Size limit: None. See subsection 27.65(b) for fillet regulations. 

(d) Method of take: When angling, gear is restricted to not more than two hooks and one line. For 

purposes of this section, a hook is a single hook, or a double or treble hook with multiple points 

connected to a common shank. See subsection 27.20(b)(2) for descending device regulations. 

(e) Fishing rules for rockfish may be changed during the year or in-season by the department under 

the authority of subsection 27.20(e). See subsection 27.20(f) for additional information. 

Note: Authority cited: Sections 200, 205, 265, 702, 7071 and 8587.1, Fish and Game Code. 

Reference: Sections 200, 205, 265, 1802, 7071 and 8585.5, Fish and Game Code; and 50 CFR Part 

660, Subpart G, Sections 660.350, 660.351, 660.352 and 660.360. 
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