HEIp Protect Deer and Elk LIMIT CWD'S SPREAD

Deer and elk are important to California Native
American tribes—they are part of the wildlife
community, provide food, and bring families and
communities together through the sharing of meat,
culture, and tradition.

Chronic Wasting Disease (CWD), an always-fatal
neurological disease affecting deer and elk, has been
detected in California’s Madera and Inyo counties.
The disease spreads through contact with infected
animals and environments. This disease could make
many deer sick, reduce the number of deer, and
threaten hunting and cultural activities.
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How You Can Help

Check for CWD on tribal lands: Tribal natural resource departments can set up programs
to check for and manage CWD on tribal lands. The California Department of Fish and Wildlife
(CDFW) can provide CWD sampling kits, sampling training, testing, and technical support for
these programs free of cost.

Test your harvest: Lymph nodes from a deer or elk head can be tested for CWD. Even
healthy-looking deer may be CWD-positive, and it’s recommended to not eat deer unless they
test negative for the disease. Contact CDFW about free testing CWD@wildlife.ca.gov.

Field dress your harvest: Infectious prions accumulate in deer and elk tissues, especially
brain and spinal cord. If possible, leave these where you harvested the deer unless taking the
head for sampling or mounting.

Report sick deer and elk: Report sick deer to your tribal natural resources department or
CDFW. Call CDFW’s Wildlife Health Lab to report at 916-358-2790.

Questions? Contact Julia Sizek, julia.sizek@wildlife.ca.gov

Office of
TRIBAL

VAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAVAV, | AEFAIRS

wildlife.ca.gov/CWD

VAVAVLAY
vew




