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EASY GUIDE TO USING THE BINDER

1. Download and open the binder document using portable document reader (pdf) software
like Adobe Acrobat/Reader.

2. If a bookmark panel does not automatically appear on either the top or left side of the
screen, click/tap on the “bookmark symbol” located near the top left-hand corner.
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3. To make adjustments to the view, use the Page Display option in the View tab. You
should see something like:
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4. We suggest leaving open the bookmark panel to help you move efficiently among the
staff summaries and numerous supporting documents in the binder. It's helpful to think
of these bookmarks as a table of contents that allows you to go to specific points in the
binder without having to scroll through hundreds of pages.
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5. You can resize the two panels by placing your cursor in the dark, vertical line
located between the panels and using a long click /tap to move in either direction.

6. You may also adjust the sizing of the documents by adjusting the sizing preferences
located on the Page Display icons found in the top toolbar or in the View tab.

7. Upon locating a staff summary for an agenda item, notice that you can obtain more
information by clicking/tapping on any item underlined in blue.

8. Return to the staff summary by simply clicking/tapping on the item in the bookmark
panel.

9. Do not hesitate to contact staff if you have any questions or would like assistance.



Overview of California Fish and Game Commission Committee Meeting

e Welcome to this meeting of the Marine Resources Committee. The committee is comprised
of up to two commissioners who co-chair each meeting; members are assigned by the
Commission annually.

e Our goal today is informed discussion to guide future decision-making, and we need your
cooperation to ensure a lively and comprehensive dialogue.

e We are operating under the Bagley-Keene Open Meeting Act. However, it is important to
note that the committee cannot take action independent of the full Commission; instead, the
committee makes recommendations to the Commission at regularly scheduled meetings.

e These proceedings are being recorded and will be posted to the Commission website or
YouTube page for reference and archival purposes.

e Items may be heard in any order pursuant to the determination of the committee chair or co-
chairs.

e As a general rule, requests for regulation changes need to be directed to the Commission
and submitted on petition form, FGC 1, titled “Petition to the California Fish and Game
Commission for Regulation Change.” However, at the committee’s discretion, it may
request that staff follow up on items of potential interest to the committee and possible
recommendation to the Commission.

e Committee meetings operate informally and provide an opportunity for everyone to
contribute to the discussion about agenda items. If you wish to contribute to an agenda
item, please follow these guidelines:

Raise your hand and wait to be recognized by the chair or a co-chair.
Please share your name and affiliation (if any).

Time is limited; please be concise to give others time to speak.
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If several speakers have the same concerns or ideas to express, please appoint a
group spokesperson.

5. Generally, participants in person are called on first, followed by participants joining
by zoom or phone.

6. As a topic discussion evolves, we encourage participants to continue contributing to
the dialogue.

7. If speaking during the general public comment agenda item, the subject matter you
present should not be related to any item on the current agenda (public comment on
agenda items will be taken at the time the committee discusses that item).

e Please note the nearest emergency exit for use in the unlikely event of an emergency.

e For those joining us in the meeting room, restrooms are located

e Finally, a quick reminder to please silence your mobile devices and computers.
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Introductions for California Fish and Game Commission
Marine Resources Committee Meeting

California Fish and Game Commissioners
Eric Sklar MRC Co-chair (Saint Helena)
Samantha Murray MRC Co-chair (La Jolla)

Commission Staff
Melissa Miller-Henson Executive Director

Susan Ashcraft Marine Advisor

Kelsey Leaird Staff Services Analyst
Caroline Newell Sea Grant State Fellow
David Haug (zoom) Regulatory Analyst

California Department of Fish and Wildlife (CDFW)

Eric Kord Assistant Chief, Marine Enforcement District, Law Enforcement
Division (LED)

Craig Shuman Regional Manager, Marine Region

Danny Lengning Captain, Marine Enforcement District, LED

Kirsten Ramey Environmental Program Manager, State Managed Marine Finfish
Program, Marine Region

John Ugoretz Environmental Program Manager, Pelagic Fisheries and

Ecosystem Program, Marine Region

| would also like to acknowledge special guests who are present:
(i.e., key DFW staff, elected officials, tribal chairpersons, other special guests)

CDFW
Carlos Mireles Senior Environmental Scientist (Specialist), Marine Region
Armand Bairilotti Environmental Scientist, Marine Region

California Ocean Protection Council
Katie Cieri Sustainable Fisheries and Aquaculture Program Manager
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7. Future agenda items

Review work plan agenda topics and timeline, and identify any potential new agenda
topics for Commission consideration.

General Public Comment

8. General public comment for items not on the agenda

The Committee may not discuss or take action on any matter raised during this item, except to
consider whether to recommend that the matter be added to the agenda of a future meeting
[Sections 11125, 11125.7(a), California Government Code].

Adjourn



Meeting Date

Commission Meeting

Committee Meeting

July 15-16, 2026

Marine Resources

Natural Resources Headquarters
Building

715 P Street, 2™ Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

August 11, 2026

Tribal

Natural Resources Headquarters
Building

715 P Street, 2" Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

August 12-13, 2026

Natural Resources Headquarters
Building

715 P Street, 2" Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

September 10, 2026

Wildlife Resources

Natural Resources Headquarters
Building

715 P Street, 2™ Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

October 14-15, 2026

Natural Resources Headquarters
Building

715 P Street, 2™ Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

November 12-13, 2026

Marine Resources

Natural Resources Headquarters
Building

715 P Street, 2" Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

December 15, 2026

Tribal

Natural Resources Headquarters
Building

715 P Street, 2" Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814

December 16-17, 2026

Natural Resources Headquarters
Building

715 P Street, 2" Floor
Sacramento, CA 95814




Item No. 2
Committee Staff Summary for November 6, 2025 MRC

2. Department Barred Sand Bass Working Group

Today’s Item Information X Action O

Receive and discuss Department update on the Department’s Barred Sand Bass Working
Group formation and goals, including data collection to date in the fishery.

Summary of Previous/Future Actions

e Department updated the Marine Resources Committee  July 17-18, 2024; MRC
(MRC) on the recreational barred sand bass fishery,
and discussed potential regulatory amendments

e Department update and MRC recommendation related = November 6-7, 2024; MRC
to recreational sand bass regulations

e Commission adopted regulatory amendments April 16-17, 2025

e Commission approved MRC recommendation for a August 13-14, 2025
Department update at today’s MRC meeting regarding
a barred sand bass working group

e Today’s Department update on working group November 6, 2025; MRC
formation and data collection

Background

At its April 2025 meeting, the Commission took final action to amend regulations for
recreational take in the recreational barred sand bass fishery for a period of three years. The
Commission selected a year-round sub-bag limit of 4 fish, to expire June 1, 2028 (see exhibits
1 and 2 for detailed background of the process leading up to the decision).

The Commission’s decision was reached amidst uncertainty in the status of the barred sand
bass stock based on available data and its interpretation. The selection of a temporary sub-
bag limit was motivated, in part, by a desire to increase data collection opportunities for barred
sand bass; this measure was intended to enable the recreational fishing industry and
researchers to participate in gathering additional data, which could inform longer-term
conservation measures for the fishery and stock. The Commission requested to receive an
annual update from the Department about the status of monitoring efforts.

In July 2025, MRC recommended that the Commission request the Department provide an
update at the November 2025 MRC meeting on collaborative recreational data collection
efforts in the barred sand bass fishery during the 2025 summer season.

Today marks the first update to fulfill the Commission’s request. The Department will give a
presentation reviewing developments since the April 2025 Commission meeting, highlighting
the establishment of an informal cross-interest working group, and spotlighting collaborative
data collection efforts conducted during the summer (Exhibit 1). In addition, the Department
invited members of the working group to attend this meeting and share perspectives following
the Department’s presentation.

Significant Public Comments (N/A)
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