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CALIFORNIA FISH AND GAME COMMISSION 
NOTICE OF RECEIPT OF PETITION 

NOTICE IS HEREBY GIVEN pursuant to the provisions of Fish and Game Code Section 
2073.3, the California Fish and Game Commission (Commission), on September 16, 2025 
received a petition from Jeff Miller, Center for Biological Diversity to list Bendire’s thrasher 
(Toxostoma bendirei) and LeConte’s thrasher (Toxostoma lecontei) as a threatened or 
endangered species under the California Endangered Species Act. 

Bendire’s thrasher and LeConte’s thrasher are both desert songbirds, native to arid lands of 
the southwestern U.S. and northwest Mexico. Bendire’s thrasher inhabits the Mojave 
Desert and Sonoran Desert ecoregions in southeastern California. The LeConte’s thrasher 
range in California includes the Mojave and Sonoran Deserts and the Southern San Joaquin 
Valley. 

These two species of thrashers spend much of their time on the ground foraging for insects. 
Bendire's thrashers nest in cholla cactus, mesquite trees, yuccas, and Joshua trees. LeConte's 
thrashers nest primarily in cholla cactus and saltbush. Both thrasher species require large 
patches of flat land with desert scrub habitats and adequate prey resources to survive in their 
water-scarce environment. 

Pursuant to Section 2073 of California Fish and Game Code, on September 26, 2025 the 
Commission transmitted the petition to the California Department of Fish and Wildlife 
(Department) for review pursuant to Section 2073.5 of said code. The Commission will receive 
the petition at its October 8-9, 2025 meeting, in Sacramento. It is anticipated that the 
Department’s evaluation and recommendation relating to the petition will be received by the 
Commission at its February 11-12, 2026 meeting. 

For information about the petition or to submit information to the Department relating to the 
petitioned species, interested parties may contact Neil Clipperton, CESA and Scientific 
Collecting Permit Supervisor, California Department of Fish and Wildlife, by mail at P.O. Box 
944209, Sacramento, California 94244-2090, telephone at (916) 373-6620, or email at 
wildlifemgt@wildlife.ca.gov.  
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